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EDITOR'S PREFACE 

Herman Melville, tbe author of ''Typee/' and 
of other beautiful and lasting works, has..^ 
twofold claim upon our admiration. First, he 
was a man of a fine and brilliant imagination, 
in the highest degree original and romantic; 
he was a humourist in the best sense pf the 
word ; there is no strain, no stress in his laughter- 
moving passages; all is as real and natural as 
the gaiety of a stream tl^t darts jocund froip 
the hillside, and runs in measures of merriment 
into the valley; he was a poet richly dowered 
by nature, expressing his exalted imaginings, 
not in rhymes or blank verse, but in prose 
which is often lovely with the light, colour and 
perfume of the fancy or the description , it 
rehicles. > 

His other yclaim istliiat of the sailor, of a 
Bian who in^^rei^od the hidden or obscure 
parts of the merchant seaman's life. The first 
to do this was Richard Henry Dana, tdso an 
American, and in "Two Years before the 
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VI Editor's Preface 

Mast " he gives us a picture nobly and incom- 
parably true. Heretofore the sailor had always 
been the man-o'-warsman. He was the coarse 
and drunken ruffian of Smollett. Dibdin made 
the idea of him reek with liquor, and still in 
Dibdin's hands the sailor was a man-o'-wars- 
man, groaning under weights of prize-money, 
with purple face^ and grog-stain^ ^yes drinking 
can after can of flip to Poll or Sue of a Saturday 
night The unfortunate mariner fered no better 
at the hands of the caricaturist, and we vi6w 
him bloated and impossible, in gigantic tngtail, 
hat OH nine hairs, a stupendous bdt occasionally 
sttidded with pistols, very flowing l)reeches, and 
a dandy jacket and pumps, in the sketches of 
Gilray, Rowlandson, and Cruickshank. Nobody 
before t)ana and Herman Melville "seems to have 
reflected that there existed more seafarers than 
those who went to man the Navy. Who were 
the people who fetched the tea and sugar for us ; 
spites' from the inlands of the East; wool from 
the heiirly settled GdOnies of New Holland; 
treasures ftbm India, China, ^d Arafeia? Who 
weref the people who' at all seasons were 
brelEiiitiiig the mighty Sfurj^ebf the^Hohitd bring 
the produce of the Southern Americas to Mtie 
River' Thames br Mirs^y^ Who were the 
pec^te who Were defytog the storins wiich had 
converted V4nd6t<de<iken knd his ship ii^ a 
ihorriWe, dreaded 'Spectre of the deep; that 
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Editor's Preface vii 

patldces might be reared in Leadenhatt Street, 
and in other streets of the city of London, to 
the dignity and renown of the great merchant 
adventureri? Nobody thought of writing about 
diese pt^plt, about this class 6f' sailors, uhdl a 
young American named Dana t ddeniiihed to 
^p as an afor^mast hand in a voyage round 
the Horn to the coast of CaKfomia in the hope 
of curing an affectioft bf hi§ eyes. He returned 
and wrote '* Two Years 1>dbre the Mast." 

MSHilfe'^dori followed. Datta's i^eat work 
has ^6 'tm^ of priority^, but in ** R^bum," 
Herman Melville d^ws %udi a picture bf life 
at sea in «ui emigrant sMp, ho writes with *o 
much mihut^hess of ' o^^rvation, with, such 
illuminating knowledge of his subject, that ^ I 
do not knohRT where In English' ittarine litera- 
ture to firtd a 'narrative wortliy to con^iare 
with it. •■.■'/?'■•■- 

^Irfoby Ditk^ (W, The Whafe," is ^generally 
and with justice regarded a^ Melville's fitifest 
perft)rfiiance. It is, fildeed, taken on thewhole, 
a very noble piece. Some of the conversations 
among l^e sailors remind one for their strength, 
sweetness and' courage of such passages in 
0ekfcer, Weteter, Massinger, Fletcher, and other 
ck& drattiatists as Charles Latnb Wed to select. 
The ^p^nSflg' chapters bf this bbok are ^xtra- 
oidiliarily itnprdssivei; ' He gives us a picture of 
New Be<Hbrd by night His sketch of ttie 
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viii Editor'B Preface 

Spouter Inn, i^ hoarse, salt kuidlor(}| its delicioiis 
clam chpwdqr, ^be fyghtful Mowrfee hvpoone? 
^hose bed the h^ro ba? to sbafe, f^oebant the 
knaginatioiv ^nd chisel the xo^mory with the 
de^ts ami impressions produced bj a maf^er- 
pif3ce in Diutch p^tingi , 

Ye^ it is easy ta wderstand ^by "Moby 
Dick" should q^ver reach the popularity of 
"typee" or "Omoo;" la parts it is too obr 
scure. The reader^ mpreover, is harassi^ by 
the frequent interpolation of a transcendental 
mysticism which often ill-fits the youths of the 
rotigh tarpaulins, who are. made to deHver their 
minds of the suli^inated faiKies winch appear 
to oppress them evei» more than the brine- 
hardened food they cwsume. 

Of the sea we' hear feut litfle in "Typee." 
" Typee " — this bock which is in your haiids— 
is a beautiful and a poetical description of a 
South Sea Island and its inhabitants. When 
Melville wrote^ the islands called Polynesia 
were not known as they piow are; ships trading 
in those seas were comparatively fqw. Carteret^ 
Wallis, Cook, and other n^vig^tors*— more espe^ 
cially Mariner, whose ''Tonga Islands" is an 
extremely well-written and renuirkable study of 
a strange and interesting race— these and tlw 
missionaries had left op record mu(^ that was 
highly informing and valuable; but t^ man 
before Melville had thoi^t of dealing with the 
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Editor's Preface ix 

romaftcd of a Smith S6a Island. ♦'Typee" is 
certainly a romance; or, rather, it is an accurate 
study reftdened romantic by Hhe warm imita- 
tion through which it passed, and by the light 
jmdcoionr it receives from geriks. The book 
has its herome, and a'fasdnating heroine she is. 
We may take it, h6wever, that the (Character and 
appearance of Fayaway are Very highly idealised. 
Melville ^ves this tawriy maiden blue eyes ; he 
makes her complekion as fair as a brunette^. 
In what island of the Sotith Sefts is Fayaway to 
be found now, then, or at any time ? The high 
sun does his work, and spares not' the exposed 
skins of these native maidens, who in Melville's 
day, at all events, went about as scantily clothed 
as Eve in Paradise. Yet Melville should be 
allowed to vindicate the truth of the portrait of 
his heroine in his own language — 

"I may succeed, perhaps, in particularising 
some of the individual features of Fayaway's 
beauty, but that general loveliness of appearance 
which they all contributed to produce I will not 
attempt to describe. The easy unstudied graces 
of a child of nature like this, breathing from 
infancy an atmosphere of perpetual summer, 
and nurtured by the simple fruits of the earth ; 
enjoying a perfect freedom from care and 
anxiety, and removed effectually from all in- 
jurious tendencies, strike the eye in a ipanner 
which cannot be portrayed. This picture is no 

Digitized by Google 



X Editor's Pri^fa^^e 

fancy sketch; it is dra^ai from' the most vivid 
rec<^leQtions of the persoa deliiieated," 

V"Kygep" hsis :many charms; it thrills with 
mirativespf adventure j it is luminous and gay 
like the Hght in the .^oloi^r.pf a flower, Mrith an 
arch, unforced h^junoui; it aboupda in magnifi- 
cent desoiptions of sceneryi and of such spenery 
as makes the distant rieader pine to behold the 
reality ; it is a cabinet of curiosities in the shape 
of studies of natives. " Typee " is a bocA that, 
once, read, is remembered, with that sort of 
delight with which we recall the works we love 
best by our favourite authors. 

W^ C]^ARK RUSSElL 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

More than three years have elapsed since the 
occurrence of the events recdrded in this volume. 
The interval, with the exception of the last few 
months, has been chiefly spent by the iuthor 
tossing about on the wide ocean. Sailors are 
the only claSs of men who nowadays see any- 
thing like stirring adventure ; and many thbgs 
which to fireside people appear strange and 
romantic, to them seem as commonplace as 
a jacket out at elbows. Yet, notwithstanding 
the familiarity of sailors with all sorts of curious 
adventure, the incidents recorded in tile follow- 
ing pages have often served, when "spun as 
a yam," not only to relieve the weariness of 
many a night-watch at sea, but to excite the 
warmest sympathies of the author's shipmates. 
He has beeni therefore, led to think that his 
story could scarcely fell to interest those who 
are less femiliar than the sailor with a life of 
adventure. 

In his account of the singular andJilterestihg 
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xii Author's Preface 

people among whom he was thrown, it will be 
observed that he chiefly treats of their more 
obvious peculiarities; and, in describing their 
customs, refrains in most cases from entering 
into explanations concerning their origin and pur- 
poses. As writers of travels among barbarous 
communities are generally very diffuse on these 
subjecti, he deems it right to aidtert to what 
may be considered a culpable omission. No 
onie can be more sensible than the author of his 
d^ficijencies^ in this, and many either respects; 
but when th^ very peculiar circumstances in 
whjcb he was placed are understood, he feels 
assured, that all tt^ese omissions will be excused 

In very many published narratives no little 
degree of attention is bestowed upon dates; but 
as the author lost all knowledge of the days of 
the week, during the occurrj^nce of the scenes^ 
herein related, he hopes that ^e reader, will 
charitably pa$s over his shortcomings in this 
particular. 

In, the Polynesian words used in this volume, 
—-except in those qases where the spelling has 
been preyipusly deternpined by, others, — that 
fopm of orthography has been emplpyed, which 
Height be supposed most easily to convey their 
sQiind to a stranger. . In several wcwrks descrip- 
tive pf the islands in the Pacific, many of the 
most beautiful combinations of vocal sounds 
'VLve been altogether lost to the ear of the 
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Aulhof's Preface xiii 

readec by an ov^-f^t;t«ntiipn. to the ordinary 
rules of ppelling. 

Ther^ are a few pass^gf s m the ensuiqg 
chapters which may be thought to be^ xatbiei; 
hard upon a reverend order of men, the account 
of whose proceedings in different quartei» of 
the globe — transmitted to us through their own 
hands — ^very generally, and often very deservedly, 
receives high commendation. Such passages 
will be found, however, to be based upon facts 
admitting of no contradiction, and which have 
come immediately under the writer's cognizance. 
The conclusions deduced from these facts are 
unavoidable, and in stating them the author has 
been influenced by no feeling of animosity, 
either to the individuals themselves, or to that 
glorious cause which has not always been served 
by the proceedings of some of its advocates. 

The great interest with which the important 
events lately occurring at the Sandwich, Mar- 
quesas, and Society Islands, have been regarded 
m America and England, and indeed through- 
out the world, will, he trusts, justify a few other- 
wise unwarrantable digressions. 

There are some things related in the narrative 
which will be sure to appear strange, or perhaps 
entirely incomprehensible, to the reader; but 
they cannot appear more so to him than they 
did to the author at the time. He has stated 
such matters just as they occurred, and leaves 
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every one to form hW owii opinion concerning 
them ; trusting that his anxious desire to speak 
^e unVamished truth will gain for him the 
confidence of hid readers. '. 
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CHAPTER I 

The Sea—Longings for Sliore— A Land-sick Ship- 
Destination of the 'Voyagers— This Marquesas-^ 
Advaiture of a Misaop«iy*s Wife among, the 
Savages-rCha^cterSstic Anecdote pf the Queen 9f 
N^kuhewk , , t . 

Six months at seiil Yes, reader^ as I live, six 
months out of sight of land; cruising afiter the 
sperm-whale beheath the scorching stn of the 
Line, and tossed on the billows of the wide- 
rolling Pacl&ci^he sky above, th* sea around, 
and nothing else ! Weeks and weeks ago our 
fresh provteionis were ail exhausted. Thete is 
not a sweet potato left ; not a single yam* Those 
glorious bunches of bananas which once deco- 
rated our stern and ^juarter^ieck have, alas, dis- 
appeared ! and^the delicious oranges which hung 
suspended from our tops and stays-*-they, too, 
are g6ne ! Yes, they are all departed, and there 
is nothing left us but salt-horse and sea*biscait 
Oh! y^ sfate-room sailors, who make so much 
ado about a fourteen-days' passage across the 
Atiantic ; Irho so pathetiodly relate the privations 
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2 Typee 

and hardships of the sea, where, after a day of 
breakfasting, lunching, dining off five courses, 
chatting, playing whist, and drinking cham- 
pagne-punch, it was your hard lot to be shut 
up in little cabinets of mahogany and maple, 
and sleep for ten hours, with nothing to disturb 
you but "those good-for-nothing tars, shouting 
and trampmg over head,"-7-what would you say 
to our six monfhs out ofsig^ oft land? 

Oh ! for a refreshing glimpse of one blade of 
grass — ^for a snuff at the fragrance of a handful 
of the loamy earth! Is there nothing fresh 
around us? Is there no ^reen thing to be 
seen,?;^^ Yes,, t^ie insidis^ of. our bulw^rl^s is 
painted, gr^en ;,but; what^ a. vile and sickly hue 
it is,, as if notl)^ng |)eaxingevieni. the. semblance 
of v^frdure <:ould flotinsh this weary^way f^om 
land. Even the bark that once chmg to the 
wood we iUse (w Iwl Hw hem^BSLW^o^rafid 
devowred by tbe.capjtainfs .pig ; and sp }png ^go, 
toCE, that the fig,hiaisdfihflii.ijij|arn.:b^ 
voured«> u ^ . ';:..! . f : . ' .. 

.There is but one soljtaiy teij^nt in, Ihe ^hicke^^ 
coop, once; a gay smA dapper yougg cocjt, }>e^-; 
ing Jaim. so .brayely.ampng the qt^y }mi^ . Bujfc 
look at bim now; th^e ,h^ .stands, iiw^ing all 
the day long on that everlasting one leg.pf hi$. 
He turns, wi£h di&igiu$t. frotm the mou^y ipom- 
befbce bim^and.the.biraGkish water ^n hi& tifpuglu^ 
He), mourns . no dc^bt his; ^st cp^^^panions^ 
literalLy snatched frcwi Wm.pne by pne9,.an4 
never «eent again* .BiitJife days of mpviynip^ 
wilLbe. fewj ,for Mui;^o» our black cook, told 
m© yesterday that &e, word had at last gpne 
forth, and poQr Pedro's fat^. was se^ed^ Hi?; 
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A Land-sick Ship-4Anticipations g 

Siitenoatead body' will' be laid oat tipm ^the 
captain's table next Sundays and lon^ before 
o^bt iriil be biiribd,^wtth all the osttal ceremonies, 
iB^eatibi" that worthy^ indivktaai's vest; Who 
irould believe' that, tiierexouid be any-onb so 
<:niei as to long ibr the: decapitation of th^ luck- 
ifesfr Pedroif yet the' sailors priy every midtite, 
selfish feUbws^ that the miser^e fowl may be 
^brought to Ms' end They say the captain will 
tEievear point Ibe ship for the land so long as he 
has in anticipation a mess of fresh meat^ This 
unhappybirdcanridone^fimiisb h;' and when he 
is once devooared, the captain will at ohoe tocoe 
to bis eensesi' I wi6h thee no hann, Beter; but 
t»thou art doomed, soon^^: or later, to^meetthe 
fate of all ^yiace^ and if putting a period to 
tby existendeisiobe the.sig^for our: deliirer- 
ance, why — truth to speak — I wish tiay throat 
cut- this very moment ; for, oh 1 how I wish to 
see the living eardinagain !. The old ship lustself 
I6ngs to look oat upon the land from her hawse- 
holes once:mosey:and Jack Xeivissaid right the 
other day when' the captain found iai^ w^ his 
steermg. 

i ' ^« W]^, tfye see, Captain VangSj" says, bold 
f|aok,i>^rm' as good a helmsman as ever put 
liisndrto spoke; but none of us can ste^ the old 
lady now. We can't keep bar full ajid bye, sir : 
waU:h^ her ev6r so close, she will Ml o£F; apd 
then, sir, when I put the helm down so genliy, 
andtiy I^ toicbax' her to the work^ 6he»won*t 
take it kindly, butTwill jEafi: round off again ; Jand 
it^s all because she know9 the land is under die 
lee,«^and>she won't go any moire to windward/' 
Aye, and why should' sbe, Jack? didn't eve'^' 
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one of iaer stout timbers grow on kbcufe^ and 
hasn't she sensibilities as well as we?: 

Poor old ship ! Her very looks denote her 
desires I how deplorably she appears 1 ■ The paint 
on her sides, biimt up by the scorching feun, is 
puffed out and cracked; See the w^s she 
,t£ails along with hery and what, an unsi^ly 
buQch' of those horrid barnacles has- f(mned 
about her stern-piece ; and ^very idme she rises 
on a sea^ she. shows her copper torn away, or 
hanging.in jagged strips. 

Foor< bldsMp! I say again: fbor six n^onths 
she has beto rolling and pitqhii^ about^ never 
for oneihoment.at rest. But tourage, old lass, 
I hope to see thee soon within a biscuifstoss 
of Jthe merry land, riding snugly at anchor in 
some ) green cove, and sheltered from the 
boisterpAis winds. 

•^ .. ^ "i. •^' .* ■• 

" Hurrih, my lads ! It's a settled thing ; next 
week we shape our course to the Marquesas i '' 
The Marquesas i What strange visions jof out- 
landish things does die very name spirit up ! 
Naked houris — cannibal banquets — groves of 
cocoa-nut — coral, reefs — tattooed chiefe-^and 
bamboo temples; suhny valleys i^nted with 
bread-fruit-trees-^carved canoes dancing on the 
flashing blue waters — savage woodlands guarded 
by horrible idols — heathenish rites and human 
sacrifices^ 

. Such were the strangely jumbled anticipations 
that haunted me dudng our passage: from .the 
cniising ground. I felt- aa irresistible curiosii^ 
to see those islands which the olddn 'voyageiis 
had so glowingly describedi ; . 
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The Mahquesas 5 

The group for wfaidi we were now steoing 
(although among the earliest of Europeatt dis- 
coveries in the South Seas, havit^ been first 
visited in. the year 1595) still conttdnues ta be 
tenanted by beings as straj^. and barbarous 
as evez:. The missionaries^ sent on a heavenly 
errand, had.s^il^ by their lovely :shores, and 
had abandon^ them to their idols of wood and 
stone# How interesting the ciicumstances under 
which they !wcro . lUscdvered J . . .In the watery 
path of Medana,, cruising in 1 quest of s($me 
rqi^oavof fgold) tbuese. isles had sprang up Hke 
a scene of enchantoent, and lor at moment the 
Spatiiard believed his bright; ^xearn was realised. 
In honour q( the ^forquess ;de: Mendoza, then 
viceroy of Peru, — imder, whose auspices the 
navigator ^iled,-*4)e bestowed up(m themi the 
name wbiclt denoted the^ranLof hii9 patron, and 
gave to the world on his return a vague and 
magnificent jaGC9UDt of theio i beauty. But t^^e 
islands, undisturbed for years, relapsed into their 
pnevions obscurity ;. and U is .only recendythat 
ainythinig has Wen knawn. condoning tinem. 
Once in the- course, of ia balf-cehturyy to be sure, 
some adventurous rover: would' biieak in npon 
their peadefiil' repose, and^ iastonlshed atrthe 
unusual scene, would be almost tempted to 
chdm the .merit of a new discoteryi * 

Of this {interesting group, but;]ltitle account 
has evesc been given, if rwe excepi; thie sl^ht 
mentioax made of them in dae idcetches of Soutii 
Sea voya^eis; Cook^ in his repeated.drctimnavi- 
gation^ of thk globe, bandy tdad^d at tiiexr 
shores; and all that we know about. them is 
from a few genesal narratives. * Among tltes^ 
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there; :are. two thalTobim ' patticulax AOtice. 
PkSrtfiifs,i"JduiiDal erf the bruise of tiie' U^. 
frigate Es^; ih .the-^ Bacific^ dtiring ^tbs late 
Wa^/' la sa3d to contain some interesting par* 
ticukts . ccmceming the islanders. This is a 
^ork, howeTttr, JwhichJ have never liappened to 
znoet with^ rand ^ Stewart^ the chaplain of the 
Americaii .daif^-oirwafr^VifumniSj has likewise 
devoted It partam of has hook, entitled f * A Visit 
to the South Seai," to the same swb Ject.^ • ' - 

Within the /last few years: American '4nd 
JSo^Ush vessel en^ediin tbe ektensiivefiwhale 
Mieries: ofi the Pacific. ha>ve ^KSdasionadlf, itlieii 
ihort of provisioiis,: put kito die cobimodiotis 
liarboiiF Uphick there is. in^ one of the* istoids j but 
a fear of the natives, founded on -a, tecotlection 
of the dreadful fate which inany white meti have 
Teceived at their hands, has^d^enred their t^ews 
from interraixingrwiththe-popuiation sufficientiy 
to gain any insight into theiv |%csilia]? customs 
aiwi manners. .. • :. ^^ ^ \ 

The . Protectant Missions appear to^ ifaapre 
.des^ired of reclaiming these islan)^ from 
^heathenism.'. The lisage they have* in ^ very case 
received from the. natives has beelii sddi ^^ to 
intimidate doe boldest .of their number.! Ellis, 
in his." Fol)mesian: Researches," gives sbme in- 
teresting accountrof the abortive attempts made 
by the Tahiti Mission to establish a ^branch 
Mission upon certain islands of the' group. A 
shoiK time .befbie my visit' to the Marquesas, a 
somewhat )amtmqg^ incident- took pia^.in^ con- 
nection with these efibrts which I cannot avoid 
riekdng. .-•.) . ;--. - - :"- : ' 

An intref^id .missionaiy, ^mida^uited % the 
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Adventure of aJMissionary's Wife ^ 

iUdsucoess tibat had dtttoded^aU' previous ^eodea* 
vcAirs tQfcandltate the savages, and 'believing 
imich in ite efficacy q€ female influence, introy 
dnced among <theni his yoting and beaiitibd wife, 
tiiefiwt trhite wdmail who had ever visited their 
sboresT. The islandei!s at first ga^ed in mute 
admintibn at so unusual a prodigy, and seemed 
indii\ed to regard it'^ds sOme' new divinity* 
But;aftw a/short tbnev' booming familiar with 
its -charming aspeciQ and- jealcms of the folds 
which encircled its form, they sdu^ to pierce 
tte'jacred vdl of cahcoiicrwhic^dtvras en- 
shrined, and in the gratiiicatiQnxdf j&eirtnuiosity 
80 £air o-imrstepped ^e^limit ofi good bteedingi 
iw: deeply to offend Ite iadysrstese of deooirum; 
Hett sex '<mQ6 lascertaiqed, thdiriiddattry was 
€±anged<ihto*Jconten][pt; aiii there! was! no end 
toilthe contumely shdver^.. upon her by the 
savE^jeSjiwhowwre exasperated at the d^eption 
w)Ba^iilas^ concdv>ed had been pmctis^t^ion 
them. To the^horror of 'her ^ffeJotionateispousei 
she was.^trQiped.of her garments,: dnd.givetv to 
understacKl ^t. she eonld no longer carty on 
her deiceits^Mii impunity^ iThe. genlde daA^e 
was.inot snfi^ieiitly evangelised to enducethis^ 
at^-fearfuli.of fiir^er. improprieties, ^forced 
her htuband to reiinqtnsh his ttndeitiJcing, and 
togettor. they returired to Tahiti 

Not thus shy of exhibiting her charms was 
the Island Queen herself, theibeauteous wife of 
Mowaana^ theikdaiig'trf Nukuheva, Between two 
and three, years aterlhqadventuites recorded in 
this.vokunb/ 1 chahced, wlule aboard of a man- 
o^war, to touch' at these i^nds. The French 
had tbeoiieldipossession of tte Marquesas some 
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time, and alre^dj)r prided themsiehrds opon the 
beneficial effects * ck' tiieir jurisdiction^ as idis^ 
certiible in the deportment uftJie natives. To 
be siure, in diile of their efforts at freform they 
had stat^htered ^bduta hundred and fifty of 
them at Whioihoo^bat let dat passi At the 
time I mention, the French squadron was 
rendezvousing' in the -^bay of Nakuhevav iand 
during an interview between one X)r their 
captains and owr'm)rthy^ Commodore, 'it was 
^gg^ted by the fohner, that we, asthe fia^*" 
sh^ of the American squadron, shoiiki receive 
itt' state a visit from the royal piir. . The.Frendi 
Ojfiicer likewise repDesehtedi with' evident satis* 
faction, thkt under their tuition the. king and 
queetx had imbibed ^proper notions of- dieir 
elevated station, anld on :all ceremonious occa- 
sions, condikcted themset\res with suitable dig- 
nity. Accordingly, preparations were made to 
giv^ their: majesties a reception on boaird in a 
style corresponding with tbeiriank. ; 

One bright ^afternoon a gig, gaily bedizened 
with streamers^ was observed to shove off from the 
sidebf one of thePrenchfrigateSyaasd pull directly 
for our gangway. In the stem sheets reclined 
Mowanna and his consort. As they s^proached, 
we paid tiiem all the honour* due. to royalty ;— 
manning our yards, firing a salute, and makmg a 
prodigious hii>bub. 

liiey ascended the accommodation ladder, 
were greeted by the Commodore, hat in hand, 
and passing along the .quarter*dedc, the marii^ 
guard presented arms, wlule tiie band strudc up 
•^'Hie King of the Cannibal Irian(fc.^' So far all 
went well. The French officers grimaced and 
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The Queen xrf^ITJukuheva 9 

smiled in exceedingly high spirits, wqnderfoUy 
pleased with the discreet, manner in whidbi these 
distii^ished personages behaVed theihselye& 

Their appearance was certainly calculated to 
produce a» effect His n^ijesty was. armyed 
in a magnificent militaay uniform^ stiff with gold 
lace and embroidery, while' his shaven ctown 
was concealed by a huge cKapeau hras^ waving 
with ostrich |dumes» There wfts one slight 
blemish, however, in his app^a^ance. A bro^ 
patch of tattooing stretched completely across 
his face, in a line with his eyes, making him look 
as if he wore a huge pair of goggles.; and royalty 
in goggles suggested some ludicrous ideas* But 
it was in the adornment of the &ir person c^ his 
dark-complexioned spouse that the tailors of the 
fleet had evinced the gaiety of their national 
taste. She was habited in a gaudy tissue of 
scarlet cloth, trimmed with yellow silk, which, 
descending a little below the knees, exposed to 
view her bare legs, embellished with spiral tattoo- 
ing, and somewhat resembling two miniature 
Trajan's columns. Upon her head was a fanciful 
turban of purple velvet, figured with silver sprigs, 
and surmounted by a tuft of variegated feathers. 

The ship's company, crowding into the gang- 
way to view the sight, soon arrested her majesty's 
attention. She singled out from their number 
an old salty whose bare arms and feet, and 
exposed breast were covered with as many 
inscriptions in India ink as the lid of an Egyptian 
sarcophagus. Notwithstanding all the sly hints 
and remonstrances of the French officers, she 
immediately approached the man, and pulling 
further open the bosom of his duck frock, and 
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toUing iKpl^eieg'of '14sfwide.tiri(aiisers^ she.gaeed 
in adi^irdtion^ ait .the; bdgktD^hief and ' vetiniikki 
pricking thus rdisdosed to irieir. ^he iHing ^prex 
the ' fellow/ catessiiig)lHmv and lexfurcsaiiigi iher 
delight in a yariefy.i of. wild, exdnnatioiis and 
gestures; The embarraasmezit^rQf the polite 
Gauls at such an unlodcet^fbr occufrence may 
be easil]^ imagined ; bat picture their ^^onstema^ 
tion, wbsn aU at once the royal laidy,: eager to 
dii^lay^e hierogiyphficsbkiher own ewe^Jorm, 
b)»it forward for a momejfit, and turning, shfld^ly 
round/ dnew up .the skirts of her xnahtlei and 
revealed a sight from which the: aghast French* 
men recreated poecipitately^ and tuaibling into 
their boat, fle<£ Ihe .scene of so ahodung^ a 
csita)stropheJ j 
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Passage fronli the tSruUmcr Gi'otttid id the MdVqttes^-^' 
Sleief^'l^^ti^ aboard 'SMp^Soutb'Si^ So^neil^^ 
Land ho I-^-^fhc'f rmth-^ Siipaiim idmarvHd , . ;it . 
Attchoc in the ^y of Nakithev^r^SUraogQ FiV^t— '^ 
Escort , of Canoes — A Flotilla of Coco^-nuts^ 
Swimtrijng VtskofS— The Do/ly boarded by theiri— 
Stateof Affeirs Aiiteiistte. ^ 1 ' '- 

I CAiN xxever foi^st* die<«BgHttor)Oi twenty dAys 
dunii^ wbieh tds^ I^t. trade-Vrmds trere silently 
sweeping 119 toiirai^ ' the iskind&j lapursmt. 
of the spenn^whale,' we had be^n oruisiDg ^ 
the line sdme^twc^ decrees » tor the westwaid 
of the Gfttiipagod; and' all that >we' had ^ do^' 
when' our course was detennined ca, was to. 
sqoaare ui the yards'^and keep the vessel befpre> 
the breeze, and then the go6d ship and the- 
steady gale did the rest between them; Hie. 
mall at the whoel^n^Ter vexed the old lady with, 
any snperflnous steevii^, bat pomibrtably ad** 
justing his Itmbs'at the tiller, wmild doze away 
by the hour. Tme to 'her work,, the .Z>fl^. 
headed to her coursey and like one of those; 
characters who always do the best :^diea I6t 
alone, she jogged on her way like a veteran old 
sea-pacer as she was. 
What a delightful^ la^, languid :time W6c.had 
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whilst we were thus gliding along I There was 
nothing to be done ; a circumstance that happily 
suited our disinclination to do anything. We 
abandoned the fore-peak altogether, and spread- 
ing an awning over the forecastle, slept, ate, and 
lounged under it the livelong day. Every one 
seemed to be under the influence of some 
narcotic. Even ^e. officecs aft, whose duty 
required them neVer to be seated while keeping 
a deck walcb|. vainly eudeayoui^d to keep oa> 
their pias;, and w^re obliged invariably to 
compromise the matter by leaning up against 
the' bulwarks, and gazing, abilfttctedly over the 
side. Reading w^ out of thQ question { take a 
book in your hand, and yoR were asleep in an 
instant. 

;Althougfa . I could jMDt avmdf yielding in a 
great measure'..to th^< general laiiguoar, still; at 
times I contrived to shake ofihthe spell, and to 
appreciate ^e- beauty of the, scehe aromid me« 
llie sky presented a clear eocpanseof the most 
delicate . bhie^ except along thei skitts of the 
hcdzonr, where you might see a thin drapery 
of pale clouds which never varied thsir form 
or colour. The long, measured; dirge^like swell 
of the Pacific came rolling along, with its surface 
broken by litde tiny waves,. :s|>arkling in the 
sunshine. Every now and th^i a ishosd of 
flying-fish, scared . from the water under the 
bows, would, leap into the air, and .fall the next 
moment like a <^ower of silver into the sea. 
Then you would see the superb albiQO]?e, with 
his glittering sides, sailing dloft,' and often 
describing an arc in his descent, disappear oa 
the . surface of the water. Far;ofi^ the lofty jet 
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of the irbftie might be seen, and neater ait hand 
the prowimg shark, that vUlahious footpad of 
the seas,- wcmld <^om6 skulking alc^g, and, at vc 
wary distance, regard us with his eyil eye. At 
times, some shapcfless monster pf Htd deep, 
floating on the surface, would, as we approaehed, 
^nk aJow)y into the bhie waters, and 4de away 
fiDom the sight." But the most impressive feature 
of die scene- iirar the ahnost tobroken tiilence 
that peigned^\yi^er sky and water. Scarcely a 
soimd jcould be keavd but the occai^ional 
breaching tof the gtampus^ and the lipl^ling at 
the cut-water.- - • ' '- • ■ • '" t 

As we drew neaier the land, I hailed with 
delight the appearance of innumerable sea^fowl. 
Screaming arid whiriifig in spiral tmcks, they 
would accompany the vessel, and at times alight 
on' our yards and afetys- That piratica!-k>oking 
feUow, appropriately named the man-o^ar^s' 
hsmk^ with hk blood-ifed bill and raven plumagei 
would come . sweeping' round us in gradually 
diminislui^ circles, till you could distinctly mark 
the strange flashings of his eye ; arid then, as if 
ssitisfied widi his observation, would sail up into 
dte air and disappear from the view. Soon, 
other evidences of our vicinity to the land were 
apparent, and it was not long b^f^re- the glad 
announcement of its being in sight liras heird 
from aloft,— ^ven with that peculiar prolon- 
gation of ^ound that a sailor loves— ^* Land 
ho!" 

The captain, dardng on deck from the cabiA, 
bawled lustily for his spyglass ; the mate in still 
louder accents hailed the masthead with' a 
tremendous ** Whtte-away ? " The blabk -cdo^ 
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duwst i^% woolly KoadTtiTO the gaJJey^and 
Boatswain, th^ dpg^. leaped ttp b^een thA 
knightheads, ai^d bark^mo^ CoiiOu^^., l^nd 
ho ! Ay^^ it^ex^ it Wf^<t A haxH^ peiceptifaie 
blue iiregular outline^ indica^g tbi^ bold xoptoiir 
of the k^ heights of. Nul^i^va^ . i . ; . ...* .. 

This isUnidk although gppf»rimy; called ^One d 
the Marq\iesas, is by spm^ iM^YjigatQni jDOiwidcced 
as fpimi^g ow of ^ distinct pUwIiBr^.comprismg- 
the islands: of Eul^ppka^ SL9i>Ok 4iyi iNukisheva^: 
upor^ lyhich thfi^jl^ li^peUatioti ^tliut Wasb* 
ipgtoa , Gfipup h^^ .feeeK^ b^stowedj I'Tbey. !fona 
a triangle, and lie within the paralldsofaP^tf' 
and / 3a'* §outb latiftide,{>aaciv.iS9*' «o':^^d 
140° id' Wj^ lopgijt^e.from:Gr«e?awichi ; Witii 
how. little /pfopriety feey ape Xq bexegacdcd as 
fonningiii, s^p^^faite group wiEte 
when i^.is eqpsid^j^ that lbeyJUe.ia.|he im* 
mediate vicinity pfjll^^^fOther islands, tiiat, is lo 
say,r less th^(^ fd^^T^e tp tbei n^c^thnwest of^ 
them ; , that - their inh^bitaAts speak die Jdar^ 
quesan dialect,, apd< that Uieir jiaws^isdigito) and 
general custp^is are identical. Tbtioidy reason 
why they iWere evejr thn$iarbitiswdly distinghishttd^ 
may be attributed to the singular £acit thai their 
existence ;wa,8; al(pg*$t^, unknown to the jf^odd 
un^lthejyear 1791, when they wieue discovrar^ 
byr^piptaii^ Ingrah^p, of Bostpn,.Ma3sadiwsetts, 
nearly twp centuries ^ter the discovery, of the 
adjacei^ islands by the agent of the Spanish 
Viceroy. Notwithstanding this, I shall follow 
the ex^naplp^ most voyagers, abd. treat of iiiem 
as fonp^i2]^;part a^dparceXof the.Maxx|ue^ 

Njul^uheya is the most important * of these 
islands^ being the only osiei at: which i^aaftt.ace' 
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much in the h^bit of touching, And tSrceldMratcd 
^ being the place sthttt the adventurous Captain 
Porter refitted his ships durmg'tiie late imr 
between £hglahd and the United 'States, and 
whence he saHied out upon the torge whaling 
fleet then sdling toder the eriemy^ flag in the 
surrounding seaa. This island is^ about twenty 
miles in length, and nearly a& many in breadth. 
It has three good harbours on itscoast^ the 
largest and best tf which is ^Ued by the people 
living in its Vidnity "Taiohse," and by Captain 
Porter was denominated Massarchusetts Bay. 
Among the adverse tribes dwellfeg" about the 
shores of the other bays/and by alt 'vc^agets, 
it' is generally known by tbe ^hame -browed 
upon the island itself — Nukaheva. Its in*- 
Imbitants have become somewhat corvupted, 
tiwing to their recent commerce with Eunop^ute; 
but so far as regards their peculiar customs and 
general mode of lifej they retaiti their br^;inal 
primitive character, remaining very nearly in the 
same state of nature in which they were ft»t 
beheld by white men. The hostile dans, re- 
siding in the more remote sections of tiie island, 
and very seldom holding any communication 
witii foreigners, are in ^ery respect unchanged 
from Aeir eariicfst known condition; 
• In the bay of Nukuheva was the anchors^ 
we desired to reich. We had perceived the 
loom of the mountains about sunset) so that 
lifter running all night with a very light brec2e, 
we found ourselves ^)0^ In with the island '^e 
next morning; but as the bdy we sought lay on 
its farther side, we Were obliged to sail some 
ifiitaface ^ong the shore, catching, a^ Wj? 
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prooe^ded^sbort glitxipses of bloomiog valleys, 
deep giena, waterfeUs, and vr^vmg grQves,i|idden 
here and there by projecting and rocky hej^d- 
lands, every moment opeping .to the view some 
new a»d startling scene of bef^uty. . 

Those rwho for the fiist tij^e visit the ^Spu& 
Seas, generally ar^ ^urpriseii at the appearance 
of the inlands when beheld fro^ the s^. From 
the vague accounts we sometimes have of their 
beauty, many people are apt to picture to them- 
selves enamelled and ^erftly swelling i^ins^ 
leaded: over with delicious groves, andr watered 
by purling brooks, and the entire country b^t 
little elevated above the surrotmdit^ ocean. 
The reality is very, different;, bold rock-bound 
coasts, wijdi the. surf beating high agaipst the 
lofty diffs, and broken here and there into deep 
inlets, which open to the ,view thickly wooded 
valleys, separated by the spurs of mpvmtain^ 
clothed with tufted grass, and sweeping down 
towards the^sea from ai> elevated an4 furcpwed 
interior, form the pj^qqipal features of these 
islands. . . 

Towards, noon- we drew abreast the entrance 
to the harbour, and at last w^ slowly swept by 
the intervening promontory, and entered the bay 
of Nukuheva* No description ca.i^ do justice to 
itsbeau^; but that beauty was. lost, to. m^ then, 
and I siiw nothing but the tricoloured flag of 
France trailing over the stem, of six vessels^ 
whose. black hulls and bristling broadsides pro* 
claimed their warlike character. There ^ey 
were, floating in that lovely bay, the green 
eminences of the shore looking down so tran- 
quilly; upon them, ^ms if rebuking the ^moess 
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of their aspect To my eyd i^othii^ could be 
more out of keying than die {tesence of these 
vessels; but we soon learnt what brought them 
there. The whole. group of islands had Ju^ 
been taken possession of. hy Rear Admiral Du 
Petit Thouars, in the name of the invincible 
French nation. 

. This item of information Was imparted to us 
by a most extraordinary individual, a genuine 
South Sea vagabond, who came alongside of us in 
a whale-boat as soon as we i^ntered.the ,bay, and 
by the aid of ^ome benevolenii: persons at the 
gangway was assisted on board; for our visitoa: 
was in thajt interesting:Stage of intoxication i^en 
a man is amiable a^ Mpless. Although^ he 
was utterly unable to stand erect, or to navigate 
his body across the deck, he still magnanimously 
proffered his services to ^lot the ^p to a good 
and secure anchorage. Our captain, however, 
rather distrusted his ability in this respect, and 
rdiised to recognise his claim to the character 
he as^med; but om: gentleman was determined 
to play his part, for by dint of much scrambling 
he succeeded in getting into the. weather*quarter 
boat, where he steadied himself by holding on 
to a shroud, and then .cotnmenced issuing his 
commands with amazing volubility and very 
peculiar gestures. Of course no one obeyed 
his orders; but as it was impossible to quiet 
him> we swept by the ships of the: squadron with 
this strange fellow performing his antics in full 
view of aU the Freiu^t officers. 

We aftems^ds learned that our eccentric friend 
had been a liqutenant in the English navy ; but 
having disgraced his. flag by isome criminiftl 
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conduct in oheofi the printipail ports on^hemaiel, 
he had>deseFtiedrhi8^hip)'and ^p^t^ma^y yeais 
i^randeiing among this islands of tht Pacific, until 
accideotally being at liukuheva ullen the French 
took possessknof the plooe, hebad beeh ap- 
pointed pilot of the haibour-by th^ newly 
constituted authorities. 

As we slowly advanced tip the bay, numerous 
canoes pushed offirom^ the suivoahding^hores, 
and we were soonati the midst of qtiite a flotilla 
of them, their savage occupants^ s^ri^glmg to get 
aboard of us; and }osdlng one atiotkef in th^r 
ineffsctoal attempts. ^ OccabionaiHy the proj^e^hg 
out^riggeis'of their slight shallops Tunmng foal 
of one another, would become entangled beneath 
the watery threatening to capsiae the catvoe3, 
when a scene of contusion would ensue thaft 
baffles description. Such strange outcries ahd 
passionate gesticulations I never oertaihly heard 
or saw before. You would hav« thought the 
islanders were on the point of flying at one an* 
other's throats, whereas they were* only amtcablv 
engaged in disentangling their boatsL 

Scattered^ here and there among the canoes 
might be seen numbers of cocoa-nuts floa^ng 
dosdy toge^r in circular groups, and bobbing 
up and down with every wave. By some inex- 
plicable means these cocoa-nuts ^re all steadily 
ajqnroadiing towards the sMp. As I leaned 
x:uriously over the side, endeavouring to solv^ 
their mysterious movements, one mass far in 
advance of the rest attracted my attention. Iti 
its centre was something I GO>ald take for nothing 
else than a cocoa^^nut, but Which I certainly cdn« 
sidered* one-of t^e most extiaoiditiary spedoKefn^ 
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of tine fruit I had erer seen* It kefit twirling, 
anddandng about, amobg the <seat in the most 
aiz^pikr manner, and as it drew nearer, I thought 
itibott a reniarkable resemblance to the brown 
ahaTenskuR'.of one of the savages^ Presendy 
it betrayed a. pair of eyes, and soon I became 
awaie, diat.what.I had supposed to have bten 
one. of the fruit was nothing else than the head 
of an islander^. who had adopted this fitngbl^r 
method of bdngiog his produce, to market. The 
coboaMuits wene ail attached to one another by 
strips of the husk, partly torn from this sheU» 
9Bd rudely fiastened together.: Their proprietor, 
inseititig has heml inta the .midst of them, im«' 
pdled his neddaoe of . cocoa-nuts through tlm 
water bysttikingout beneath the.siiifaoe widi 
his feet* y ' , ■ 

ilzwMS somewhat Jistonid:^: to perceive that 
among :i^e.nssmber of natives that. surrounded 
QSy tiot'a;3ingle ieniale was to beseen.' At that 
time 1 was ignosanJt bf tl:^: fact that, by the 
opecatkm of ^e ^^tatioo," the use of canoes in 
aU parts of the island is rigorously prohibited to 
tiie mudmteXy for whom it is dtaJh even to be 
seeU' entering one when hailed on. shore ; con- 
sequent^, whenever a Marqitesaa lady voyages 
by water, 4ihe puts inrequisitioathe paddles of 
her .own frdr body. 

- We had approached within a mile and a half, 
pei^psf /of the foot of the bay, when some of 
the islandersy whoiby this time had managed to 
serambleaboard of ue at theri^ of swamping 
their ca^es, I directed our attention, to a singular 
commotion. in the water ahead of the .vesseL 
AtfiEst Jomagined i!tix>be produced by a<sho^' 
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of fish isporting on the surface, h\A our. savage 
friends assured us that it was caused hy a shoal 
of **wbiiihenie8" (young girls), who in tiiis 
manner were coming off firom tlK* shore to 
wdcome us. As they drew nearer^ and I 
watched the rising and sinking of their fonnsy 
and beheld the uplifted right arm bearing above 
the water the girdle of tappa^ and their loi% 
dark hair trailing beside them as^l^ey. swam, I 
ah^st fancied ^lesf could be nothing ^else tlmn 
so many mermaids-^and very like mennaids 
they b^ved too. ' 

r We were still some distance from the beadi, 
and under slow headway,' when we sailed ri^ 
inio the midst of these swimming nymphs^ and 
^y boarded us at every quarter ; many seizing 
hold of the chain-plates and springing into Uie 
chains ; others, at. the peril of being nm over by 
the vessel in her course, catching at the bob- 
sta)^; ^d' wreathing their slender forms about 
die ropes, himg susjiended in the air» All of 
them at length succeeded in getting up the diip^s 
side, where they dung dripping with the brine, 
and glowing from &e bath, their jet-black tresses 
streaming ovev their shoulders, and half envelop* 
ing their otherwise naked forms. There th^ 
hung, sparkling with savage vivacity, laughing 
gaily at one another, and chatting away with 
infinite glee. Nor were they idle the while, for 
each one performed the simple offices of the 
toilet for the other. Their luxuriant locks; 
wound up and twisted into the smallest possible 
compass, were freed from the briny element; 
the whole person carefully dried, and from a 
little round shell tlu|t passed from hand to hand, 
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anointed With, a fragrant odl : tlieir adornments 
were completed by passing a few loose folds of 
white tappa, in a modest cincture,, around the 
Wttst. Thus arrayed, they no longer hesitated, 
but flung themselves lightly .over the btdwarks, 
and were quickly frolicking about the decks. 
Many of them went forward, perching ux)on the 
head-rails, or running out upon the bowsprit, 
while others seated themselves upon the taflrail, 
or reclined at full length upon the boats. What 
a sight for us bachelor sailors ! How avoid so 
dire a temptation? For who could think of 
tumbling these artless creatures overboard, when 
they had swam miles to welcome us? 

Their appearance perfectly amazed me ; their 
extreme youth, the light clear brown of their 
complexions, their delicate features, and inex- 
pressibly graceful figures, their softly moulded 
Umbs, and free unstudied action, seemed as 
strange as beautiful. 

The Do/fy was fairly captured ; and never I 
will say was vessel carried before by such a 
dashing and irresistible party of boarders ! The 
ship ta^ken, we could not do otherwise than yield 
ourselves prisoners, and for the whole period 
that she remained in the bay, the Do/fy, as well 
as her crew, were completely in the hands of the 
mermaids. 

In the evening after we had come to an anchor 
the dedc was illuminated with lanterns, and this 
picturesque band of sylphs, tricked out with 
flowers, and dressed in robes of variegated 
tappa, got up a ball in great style. These 
females are passionately fond of dancing, and 
in the wild grace and spirit of their style excel 

Digitized by Google 



22 : : Typec 

eveiything that I hare erer seen. The varied 
dances of the Marquesan giris are beautiful in 
the extreme, but there is an abandoned voli^to* 
oushess. in their character which < I > dare not 
attempt to descnbow 
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CHAPTER in. 

§om^ Account o£ the Late Operations of tte French at 
tile Marquesas — Prudent Conduct of the Admiral — 
Sensation produced by the Arrival of the Strangers — 
The Fint Horse seeo by the Islandeisb— Reflections 
-^-Mi^erable Subterfiige of the FrenchrT-rDigt^on 
concerning Tahiti — Seizure of the Island by the 
Admiral — Spirited Conduct by an English Lady. 

It was in the ^mrner of 1842 that we arrived at 
the islands ; the French had then held possession 
of them for several tveeks. During this time 
Aey had visited some of the* principal places 
b the group, and had disembarked at various 
p(Hnts about five hundred troops. These were 
em|)loyed in constructing works of defence, and 
otherwise providing against the attacks of the 
natives, lAio at any moment might be expected 
to break out in open hostility. The islanders 
looked upon the people who made this cavalier 
appropriation of their shores with mingled feel- 
ings of fear and dete^ation. They cordially 
hated them ; btit the impulses of their resent- 
"ment were neutralized by their dread of the 
floating batteries, which lay with their fatal tabes 
ostentatiously pointed, not at fortifications and 
ledoubte, but at a handful of bamboo sheds, 
Weltered in a grove of cocoa-nuts I A valiar 

23. ,tized by Google 



24 Typee 

warrior, doubtless, but a prudent one too, was 
this same Rear Admiral Du Petit Thouars. 
Four heavy, double-banked frigates and three 
corvettes to frighten a parcel of naked heathen 
into subjection ! Sixty-eight pounders to de- 
molish huts of cocoa-nut boughs, and Congreve 
rockets to set on fire a few canoe sheds 1 

At Nukuheva, there were about one hundred 
soldiers ashore. They were encamped in tents, 
constructed of the old sails and spare spars of the 
squadron, within the limits of a redoubt mounted 
with a few nine-pounders, and surrounded with 
a fosse. Every other day, these troops were 
marched out in martial array, to a level piece of 
ground in the vicinity, and there for hours went 
through all sorts of military evolutions, sur- 
rounded by flocks of the natives, who looked on 
with savage admiration, at the showj and as 
savage a hatred of Htm actors. A regiment xrf 
the Old Guard, reviewed on a Rummefs day in 
the Champs Klys^es, could not have made a 
more critically corr^t appearance. The officers* 
regimentalsi resplendent with gold lace and 
embroidery, as if calculated to dazzle the 
islanders, looked as if just unpacked fjpom their 
Parisian casQS. 

The sensation. produced by the presence of 
the strangers bad npt in the least subsided at the 
period of our arrival at the islands. The luitives 
still flocked in mimbers aboxit the encampment, 
and watched with the liveliest curiosity every- 
thing that was going forward. A blacksmiths 
forge, which had been set up in the shelter of a 
grove near the beach, attracted so great a crowd, 
that it required the utmost efforts of the sentries 
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posted aroiind to keep the inquisitive inultitude 
at a sufficient distance ta ^low the workmen to 
ply their vocation. But nothing gained so large 
a share of admiration as a horse, which had been 
biou^t fiom^Valparaiso by the AcMUe^ one of the 
vessels of the squadron. The aiiimal, a remark- 
ably fine one, had be^n taken ashore and stabled 
in a. hut of cocoa-^iirt boughs within the fortified 
enclosure. Occasicmally it was brought (Kit, a^d, 
being gaily caparisoned, was ridden by one of • 
the officers at full speed over the hard sand 
beach. This performance was dure to be hailed 
iwth loud j^iidit^ and the " puarkee nuee " (big 
hog), was unanimously pronounced' by the 
ida^ders to be the mo^ exttaordinstry speci- 
men .of zoology that had ever <^ome uhder their 
observation.' 

The expedition for the occupation of the 
Marquesas had sailed from Brest in the spring of 
184a, and the secret of its destination was solely 
in the possession of its commander; No wonder 
tiiat those who contemplated such a signal infrac- 
tion of the rights of humanity shocdd have sought 
to veil the enormity from the eyes of the wcHrld. 
And yet, notwithstanding their iniquitous con- 
duct in this and in other matters, the French 
have ever plumed themselves upon being the 
most humane and polished of nations. A high 
degree of refinement, however, does not seem 
to S(^>due our wicked propensities s6 much after 
all; and were civilisation itself to be estimated 
by some of its results, it would seem perhaps 
better for what we call the barbarous part of the 
world to remain unchanged. 

One example of the shameless subterfuges 
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under whicb the Freacb itand prepared tcrdefend 
whatever x:rtteUies tix<^ utmy hereafter think fit to 
conmiit in brioging H^. Marquesas natiYes into 
Stubjection is well worthy x)f.b«ng:recorded. On 
some flimsy i^retext.oroitheiv MOYetona>. the king 
of Nukuheva, whom the invaders; by extravagn^ 
presents have cajcdeAcfver to their inter^ats, and 
move about likej a n^re puppet, has been set Tip' 
as the rightful sofvcreig^ of the entire island,^**- 
the alleged rolet by prescriptions of various clans 
who for ages perhaps have .traated with eadi- 
other as separate nations* . To reinstate iim 
mu<^-injured prince in thel assumed d^nities jof 
his anoeslx^s, the disinterested strangers iKive 
come all the way from France : tiiey:are detov 
mined that his title shall be adcnowledged. . If 
any tribe shall refuse to recognise the anthoraQr 
of the. French, by bowing down to the local 
cha^isau of Mowanna, let them abide the conse- 
quences of their obstinacy. Under cover of ir 
similar preten0e» have the outrages and massacres 
at Tahiti the beautiful, the queen of. the Sondi 
Seasj been perpetrated. 

. On this buccaneering expedition^ Rear Admiral 
Du Petit Thenars, leaving the rest of his squad- 
ron at the Marquesas,— which had then been 
occupied by his forces about five months, — set 
sail for the doomed island in iJait Rdnc Blanche 
frigate. On his anival, as an indemnity for 
alleged insults offered to the flag of his c6tXQtry, 
he demanded some twenty or thirty thousand 
dollars to be placed in his hands forthwi^, and 
in default of payment, threatened to land and 
take possession of the place. 
: The frigate, immediately upon coming to an 
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tnchor, got springs ob ber cables, and ivith her 
guns cast loose^ and her men at thdr. quarters, 
ky in the circular basm of Papeete,, with b»: 
broadsicte bearing upon the devoted town ^ wiiife 
her numerous cutters, hauled in order alongside, 
were ready to efifect a landing under cover of 
her batteries. She m^tained this.belHgeient 
attitude fcM: several days, during which time a 
series of informal iiegotiaitiQns weie pending, and 
wide ahum spread, over the i^and. Many of 
the Tahitians were at §cst. disposed to resort to 
aims, and drive the invaders £rom :their shofes ; 
but naore pacific and feebler councils uhinmtely 
prevailed*. The tnfortunate queen, Pomare, 
incapable of avertmg the .impending calamity, 
teiri&ed at the arrogance of the insolent French- 
man^ and driven at last to despair, fled by night 
in a canoe to Emioi 

During the continuance of the panic there 
occurred an instance of feminine heroism that 
I cannot omit to record. 

In the grounds of the famous missionary 
consul, Pritchard, then absent in London, the 
consular flag of Britain waved as usual during 
the day, from a lofty staff planted within a few 
yards of the beach, and in full view of the 
frigate. One morning an officer, at the head 
of a party of men, presented himself at the 
verandah of Mr. Pritchard's house, and inquired 
in broken English for the lady, his wife. The 
matron soon made her appearance; and the 
polite Frenchman, making one of his best bows, 
and playing gracefully with the aiguillettes that 
danced upon his breast, proceeded in courteous 
accents to deliver his mission. " The admiral 
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desired the flag to be hauled down--^hoped that 
it would be perfectly agreieable--«uad his men 
stood ready to perform the duty/^— *"Tell the 
pirate, your master/' replied the spirited English- 
woman, pointing to the staff, " that if he widies 
to strike those colours, he must come and per- 
form the act himself; I will suffer no one else 
to do it.". The lady ^en bowed haughtily, and 
withdrew into the house. As the discomfited 
officer dowly walked away, he looked up. at the 
flag, and perceived tl^t the cord by which it 
was elevated to its place led from the top of the 
staff, across the lawn, to ah open u^^r window 
of the mansion, where sat the lady from whom 
he had just parted, tranquilly engaged in knitting. 
Was that flag hauled down ? Mrs. Fritchaxd 
thinks not.; and Rear Admiral Du Petit Thouaxs 
is believed to be of the same ojmiion. 
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State of Afljurs aboard the Ship^Contents of her Larder 
— Length of South Seamen's Voyages — Account of 
a Flying Wfaale-man-^Determination to Icftve the 
Vessel— The Bay oC Nukuheva— The Typees— In- 
▼asion of their Valley by Porter-^Reflections — Glen 
of Tier — Interview between the Old King and the 
French Admiral. 

OtJR ship had not heen many days in the 
harbour of Nukuheva before I came to the 
detennination 6f leaving her. That my reasons 
for resolving to take this step were numerous 
and weighty, may be inferred from the fact that 
I chose rather to risk my fortunes among the 
savages of the island, than to endure another 
voyage on board the I>ol/y. To use the concise, 
point-blank phrase of the sailors, I had mad^ 
up my mind to ** run away." Now, as a meaning 
is generally attached to these two words no way 
flattering to the individual to whom they are 
applied, it behoves me, for the sake of my own 
character, to offer some explanation of my 
conduct 

When I entered on board the Do/fy, I signed, 
as a matter of feourse, the ship's articles, theteby 
voluntarily engaging, and legally binding myself 
to serve in a certain capacity for the pieriod <A 
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the voyage; and, special considerations apart, 
I was of course bound to fulfil the agreement 
But in all contracts, if one party fail to perform 
his share of the compact, is not the other 
virtually absolved from his liability ? Who is 
there who will not answer in the afl&rmative ? 

Having settled the principle, then, let me 
apply it to the particular case in question. In 
numberless instances had not only the implied 
but the specified conditions of the articles been 
violated on the part of the ship in which I 
served. The usa^e on board of her was 
tyrannical ; the • sick had been inhumanly 
neglected ; the provisions had been doled out 
in scanty allowance; and her cruises were 
unreasonably protracted. The captain was the 
author of these abuser j. ^ was ^l vain to t^iuik 
that he would either r^n^y.tbe^i, or, alter his 
conduQt, >^hicb ^was a^bitrai^ aiKl v<iQleal;'in the 
extreme. His prpmpt reply rto, all compAainti 
and remonstrances was-'the butHndof a b^^ 
spike, so convincingly adoMmstereid as:^fibctii4lly 
to silence the aggrieved party. 

To whom could we a,K>ly for redress ? We 
bad left both law aiKi equity on the other -^ide 
of the Cape; and unfprtunatielyj with a very, few 
exceptions, our crew was composed of a parcel 
oi dastard and mean-spuited wretches, div^diri 
among themselves, and. pnly uruted ir^ enduring 
without resistance the umnitigated tyranny of 
the captain. It would have been mere nudness 
lor any two or three of the number, imassi$ted 
hy the resl; to attempt making ^^s^t^ndag^n^ 
ius iU^isage, They would only Jbave caJ^ 
4oim ux>on themselves the particular ve^^ge^M^^ 
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of thi^ " Lord of the Pla^j" anfl subjected tbeir- 
^pn^ales to a^ditioniU Mrdships. 

B^t^ aft^ all, tiiiese things ^puld have h&m 
endured awhile, had we entertamed the hope of 
being sp^edilj? di^Iiv^^d from them: by thQ <hie 
completipa of the t^na t of out ^^styitude. But 
^i4iat^di$malpiK>spect awaited .u$ in thisjquarter I' 
The loflgeiidrty of 'Cape^JEJo^: whaling voyage? is 
proverbial, frequently, extei^dkig ove« a pwod 
of four or fiiwe years* ' : 

Spn^e long-hau:e<J, bare^n^keid youths, whoj 
fereed by, the umte^ in<luence^ of Captain 
Marryatt and hard times, embarlc at .Kantuditet 
i^ a pleasure) e^cqursioil to the PaQific< apd whose 
sinw)us motbex» provide them with bottled, milk: 
for the ocea^n> oftentimes v^xan very respect- 
able; middted-fliged gentkmea. 
- The v^ preparations made fw one.Qf these 
exf^tion!^ areenough to frighten <)pp# As the 
yes^ carries out no cargo^ rher bold i$ filled 
^1^ provisions for he? own consumption. The. 
owners,:3¥ho officiate, apcatererp for tbq voyage, 
supply ^Q larder with an abundance of dainties, 
P^kate , morsels of beef and pork, cut on 
sqientific principles from ereiy part of the 
^imal, and of all conceivable shapes and sizes, 
are carefully packed in salt» and stored away in 
Va^els; aiSbrding a never-ending variety in 
thar idifferent degrees of tougjmess, and in the 
peci^Lrities of their saline properties. Choice 
old water too, deqanted into stout six-barrel- 
casks, and two pints of which are allowed 
every day to eafih^oul on board ; together with 
^mple ptore of sea-bread, previously reduced 
i^» State of petrifectic»i, with a view to preserve 
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it €ither from d^day or consumption in the 
ordinary mode, are likewise provideki for the 
nourishment and gastronomic enjoyment of 
the crew. 

But not to i^peak of the quality -of these 
airticles of sailors' fare, the abundance in which 
they are put on board a whalmg vesisel is almost 
incrediblei Oftentjfties, when "we h&d occasion 
to break out in the' hold, and I beheld the 
successive tiers of casks and barrels, whose 
contents 'werie all destined to be consumed in 
due course by the ship's company, ihy heart 
siank within me. 

Although, as a general cade, a ship unlucky 
in falling in with whales continues to cruise after 
them until she has barely suffident provisions 
remaining to take her home, turning routid dien 
quietly and making the befit of het Way to her 
friends, yet there are' instances when even this 
natural obstacle to the further prosecution of 
the voyage is overcome by hendstroiig Captains, 
who, bartering the fruits of their faard'eamed 
toils for a new supply of provisions In some of 
the ports <>f Chili or Peru,> begiti the voyage 
afresh, with unabated zeal and perseverance. It 
is in vain that the owners ii^te urgent letters to 
him to sail for home, and for tbeir sake to brilig 
back the ship, since it appears he can put 
nothing in her* Not he. He has registered a 
vow : he will fill his vessel with good spSrm oil, 
or failing to do s6, never again strike Yankee 
surroundings. 

I heard of one whaler, which aftfer many 
years* absence was given up for lost. The last 
that had been heard of her was a shadowy 
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report of hei having touched at some of those 
unstable islands in the far Pacific, whose eccen- 
tric wanderings are careftilty noted in each new 
edition of the South Sea charts. After a long 
interval, however, ihe^Persetfefwta'^for tfiat was 
her name — ^was spoken somewhere In the vicinity 
of the ends of the earth, cruising along as 
leisurely as ever, her sails all bepatched and 
bequilted with rope-yams, her spars fished with 
old pipe stores, and her rigging knotted and 
spliced in every possible direction. * Her crew 
was composed of some twenty vtoerable Green- 
wicbpensioner-looking old salts, who just man- 
aged to hobble about deck. The ends of all 
the running ropes, with the exception of the 
signal halyards and poop-down-haul, were rove 
tltfough snatch-blocks, slnd led to the capstan or 
windlass, so that not a yard was braced or a sail 
set without the assistance of machinery. 

Her hull was incrusted with barnacles, which 
completely encased her. Three pet sharks fol- 
lows! in her wake, and every day came along- 
side to regale themselves from the contents of 
the cook's bucket, which were pitched over to 
them. A vast shoal of bonetas and albitores 
always kept her company. 

Such was the account I heard of this vessel, 
and the remembrance of it always haunted me ; 
what eventually became of her I never learned; 
at any rate she never reached home, and I sup- 
pose she is still regularly tacking twice in the 
twenty-four hours somewhere off Desolate Island, 
or the Devil's-Tail Peak. 

Having said thus much touching the usual 
length of these voyages, when I inform the reader 
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that' dUrs^ bad as it were just <:omnienc6dy we 
being only fifteen months, out, and ^ven at that 
time hailed as a late arrival, and boarded for 
newls, be "mil readily perceive that thece was 
little to encourage one in looking forward to 
the future, especially as I had always had a pre« 
sentiment that we should make an imfortunate 
voyage, and our experience so fax had justified 
the expectation. 

I nCiay here state, and on my faith as an honest 
man^ that though more than three years have 
dapsed since I left this same identical vessel, 
she stitt continues in the Pacific ; and buta few 
days sinice I saw her reported in the papers as 
having touched at the Sandwich Islands, previous 
to going on the coast oi Japan. 

But to return to my narrative. Placed in these 
dicimistances then, with no prospect of matters 
mending if I remained aboard the Doify, I at 
once made up my mind to leave her : to be sure 
it was rath^ an inglorious thing to steal away 
privily from those at whose hands I had received 
wrongs and outrages that I could not resent ; but 
how was suth a course to be avoided when it 
was the only alternative left me ? Havmg made 
up my mind, I proceeded to acquire all the in- 
fbrmation I cot^ obtain relating to the island 
and its inhabitants, with a view of shaping my 
plans of escape accordingly. The result of these 
inquiriefs I will now state, in order that the en- 
suhig nanative may be the better understood. 

The bay of Nukuheva, in which we were then 
lying, is an expanse of water not unlike in figure 
tiie space included within the limits of a horse- 
shoe. It is, perhaps, nine miles in circumference. 
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You ai^roach it fiom die sea by a narrow en* 
trance, fianked on either side . by two small 
twin islets which soar conically to the height of 
some five hundr€d feet From these the .shov^ 
recedes on both hands, and describes a deep 
semi-circle. 

From the veigo of the water the land rises 
uniformly on all sides, with green and sloping 
acclivities, mitil from gently rolling hill-sides and 
moderate elevations it insensibly swdls into lofty 
and majestic heights, whose blue outlin/es, ^apged 
all around, close in the view. The beautiful 
aspect of the shore is heightened by de^p and 
romantic glens, which come down, to it at almost 
equal distances, all apparently radiating from a 
common centre, and the upper extremities of 
^ich are lost to. the eye beneath the shadow 
of the m,omitains, Down each of these little 
valleys flows a clear stveaniy here and there 
assuming the form of ^ slender cascade, then 
stealing invisibly along until it bursts upon the 
sight s^in in larger wd more noisy waterfalls, 
and at last demurely wanders along to the sea. 

The houses of ; the natives, constructed of the 
yeUow bamboo, tastiefuUy twisted together in a 
kind of wickerwork, and thatched with the long 
tapering leaves . of the palmetto, ar«e scattered 
irt^;ulaily along these valleys beneath the shady 
branches of the cocoa-nut trees^ . 

Nothing can exceed the imposing scenery of 
Ais bay. Viewed from our ship as she lay at 
andior in the middle of thei hart)our, it presented 
die appearance of a vast, natural am^itheatp^ 
in decay, and oveigrown with vines, th$ deep 
glens thajt furrowed its . sides ap^aring like 
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enormous fissures caused by the ravages of 
time. Very often when lost in admiration at 
its beauty, I have experienced a pang of regret 
that a scene so enchanting should be hidden 
from the world in these remote seas, and seldom 
meet the eyes of devoted lovers of nature. 

Besides this bay the shores of the island are 
indented by several other extensive inlets, into 
whidi descend broad and verdant valleys. These 
are inhabited by as many distinct tribes of savages^ 
who, although speaking kindred dialects of a 
common language, and having the^ same religion 
and laws, have from time immemorial waged 
hereditary warfare against each other. The in- 
tervening moimtains, generally two or three 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, geo- 
graphicaU^ define the territories of each of these 
hostile tribes, who never cross them, save on 
some expedition of war or plunder. Immediately 
adjacent to Nukuheva, and only separated from 
it by the mountains seen from the harbour, lies 
the lovely valley of Happar, whose inmates 
cherish the most friendly relations with the in- 
habitants of Nukuheva. On the other side of 
Happar, and closely adjoining it, is the magni- 
ficent valley of the dr^ed Typees, the imap- 
peasable enemies of both these tribes. 

These celebrated warriors appear to inspire 
the other islanders with unspeakable terrors. 
Their very name is a frightful one ; for the word 
''Typee" in the Marquesan dialect signifies a 
lover of human flesh. It is rather singular that 
the title should have been bestowed upon them 
exclusively, inasmuch as the natives of all this 
group are irreclaimable cannibals. The name 
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may, perhaps, have been given to denote the 
peculiar ferocity of this claii, and to convey a 
special stigma along with it. 

These same Typees enjoy a prodigious no- 
toriety all over the islands. The natives of 
.Nukuheva would frequently recount in panto- 
mime to our ship's company their terrible feats» 
and would show the marks of wounds they had 
received in desperate encounters with them. 
When ashore they would try to frighten us by 
pointing to one of their own number, and call- 
ing him a Typee, manifesting no littie surprise 
that we did not take to our heels at so terrible 
an announcement. It was quite amusing, too, 
to see with what earnestness they disclaimed all 
cannibal propensities on their own part, while 
they denounced their enemies— the Typees — as 
inveterate gormandizers of human flesh ; but this 
is a peculiarity to which I shall hereafter have 
occasion to allude. 

Although I was convinced that the inhabitants 
of our bay were as arrant cannibals as any of 
the other tribes on the island, still I could not 
but feel a particular and most unqualified re* 
pugnance to the ^aforesaid Typees. Even before 
visiting die Marquesas, I had heard from men 
who had touched at the group on former voyages 
some revolting stories in connection with these 
savages; and fresh in my remembrance was the 
adventure of the master of the Katherine^ who 
only a few months previous, imprudently ven- 
turing into this bay in an armed boat for the 
purpose of barter, was seized by the natives, 
carried back a little distance into this valley, 
and was <Hily saved from a cruel death by tb 
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interventibn of a young girl, who fadlitated his 
cs^pe by ndght, along tiie. beach to Nukuheva. 

I had heard too, of an English v^siel that 
many years ago, after a weary cruise, sought to 
enter the bay of Nukuheva, and arriving widiin 
two pr three miles of the laiid, was met by a 
large canoe filled with natives, who offered to 
lead the way to the {dace of ^eir deatination. 
The captain, unacquainted with the localities of 
the island, joyfully acceded to the propoaitioQ — 
the canoe paddled on, and the ship followed. 
She was soon conducted to a beautifial inlets and 
dropped her anchor in its waters, beneath the 
^ladows of the. lofty shote. .That same night 
the perfidious Typees, who had thus inveigled 
her into their fatal bay, flocked aboard the 
doomed vessel by hundreds, aiid at a given 
signal murdered every soul on hoard. 

I shall never forget the observation of one 
of our crew as we were passing Slowly by the 
entrance of this.bajr on our ^\my to Nukuheva. 
As we stood gazing over the side at the: verdant 
headlands, Ned, pointing v^ith his hand. in the 
direction of rthe treacherous valley, exclaitoed, 
" There— there^ Tyf)ee. Oh, . thfe bloody can* 
nibals,whata meaithe^'^m^P of us if .we wexe 
to take it into our heads tti land I but they sajr 
they ddh't like sailor^s flesh, it's too salt, I say, 
matey, how should you like to be shoved ashore 
there, eh ? '' I Uttle thought^ as I sbuddoced at 
the question, that in the space of a few weeks I 
should' aictually be a captive in that self^same 
valley.- 

The French, althtatagh lihey had gonei through 
the ceremony of hoistii^ ^eir colours.for.a fsu 
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houis at all the principal places Of ^ groups 
had dot as yet visited the bay of Typee^ aatidt 
pating a fierce resistance on the part of tl;^ 
savages there, whidi, for the present at leasts 
tbey iridied to avoid. . Perhaps they were not 
a little influenced ih die adc^ition of diis tmusual 
policy firorii a recollection of the w^llke rpc^ 
tion givea by the Tjppees to the forces of Captain 
Porter, about the year 1814, when that brave 
and aiccohiplished officer endeaivbured to sub- 
jugate the dan meriely to gsaHfy the mortal 
hatced of his allies die NnidibBvaS and Happars. 

On that occasion I have been told that a con* 
^deiable detachmentof sailors and maribes from 
tiie irigate Essex, accompanied by* at least two 
thousand warriors of Happar and Ni&uh^a, 
landed in boats and canoes at the head of the 
bay, and after penetrating a litde distance into 
the valley, met with the stoutest resistam^ h6m 
its inmates. Valiantly, aldiough with much loss, 
the Typees disputed every indi of ground, and 
after some hard fighdng obliged the assailants 
to retreat and l^andon^ieir design of dooquest. 

The invaders, on their maich back to the sea» 
consoled themselves for their repulse by setting 
fire to every house aiid temple on their route; 
and a long line of smoking ruins defaced die 
once-smiling bosom of the valley, and proclaimed 
to ite pagan inhabitants the spirit that reigned 
in the breasts of Christian soldiers. Who can 
wonder at the deadly hatred of the Typees to 
all foreigna-s after such unprovoked atrocities ? 

Thus it is that they whom we dentaninate 
**savages"aremade to deserve the tide. When 
the inhabitants of some sequestered island firr 
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descry the *• big canoe" of the Eut opean roUteg 
through the blue watets towards their sboces, 
they rush down to ^e beach in crowds, and widi 
open arms stand ready to eiiibrace the strangers. 
Fatal embrsece ! They fold to their bosoms liie 
vipers whose sting is destined to poison all ^eir 
joys ; and the instinctive feeling of love within 
their breasts is soon converted into the bitterest 
hate. 

The enormities perpetrated in the South Seas 
upon some of tiie inoffensive islanders well-nigh 
passbelief* These things am seldom proclauned 
at home ; thby happen at the very ends of the 
earth; tiiey ai^e done m a comer, and there are 
none to reveal them. But there is, nevertheless, 
many a petty trader that has navigated the 
Pacific, whose coiarse from idand to island 
might be traced by a series of cold'^blooded 
robberies, kidnappings, and murders, the in- 
iquity of wbidi mi^ be considered almost 
sufficient to sink her guilty timbers to the 
bottom of the sea. 

Sometimes vague accounts of such dungs 
reach oiu: firesides, and we coolly censure them 
as wrong, impolitic, needlessly severe, and 
dangerous to the crews of oilier vessels. How 
different is our tone when we read the highly* 
wrought description of the massacre of the crew 
of the Boiomak by the Feejees I how we sympa- 
tliise for the unhappy victims, and with what 
horror do we regard the diabolical heathens, 
who, after all, have but avenged the un^nrovoked 
injuries which they have received ! We breathe 
nothing. but vengeance, and eqtjip armed vessds 
to traverse thousands of miles of ocean in order 
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to execute summary punishment upon tb^ of* 
fielders. On aniving at their cliestinationi they 
bum, slaughter, and destroy, according to the 
tenor of written instructions, and sailing away 
from the scene of derastaticm, call upon aU 
Christendom to applaud dieir courage and their 
justice. 

How often is the term "savages" incorrectly 
applied ! None really deserving of it were ever 
yet discovered by voyagers or by tjmvellers. 
They have discovered heathens and barbarians, 
whom by hoirible cruelties they have exasperated 
into savages. It may be asserted, without fear 
of contradiction, that in all the cases of outrages 
committed by Folyn^esians, Europeans have at 
some time or other, been the aggisessors^ and 
that the cruel and bloodthirsty disposition of 
some of the islanders is mainly to be ascribed 
to tiie influence of such, examples* 

But to relum. Owing to the mutual hostilities 
of the different tribes I have mentioned, the 
mountainous tracts which sepamte dieir respec- 
tive territories remain altogether iu)inhabited ; 
the natives invariably dwelling in the de^^s of 
the valleys, with a view of securing .themselves 
from the predatory incursions of their enemies, 
who often lurk along their borders, ready to cut 
off any imprudent stcaggler, or make a descent 
upon the inmates of some sequestered habitation. 
I several times met with very aged men, who 
from this cause had never passed the confines of 
their native vale, some of them having never 
even ascended midway up the mountains in the 
whole course of , their lives, and who, accordingly, 
had little idea of tbe appeamnce of any o^e 
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part of the isknd, the whole of whidi is not 
perhaps more tihaai «ikty miles in circuit Tlie 
little space m which some of these ckns pass 
away thn^ir days would seem ahnost incredible. 

The glen of Tior will furnish a curiotra illustra* 
tion of this. The inhabited part is not more 
than four miles in length, and varies in br^d^ 
from half a mile to less thani a quarter^ The 
rocky vmeK^lad diffs on one side tower almost 
perpendicularly from their base to liie height of 
at least fifteen hundred feet; while across the 
vale — ^in striking contrast to 1^ scenery opposite 
— ^grass-grown elevations! rise ofte above another 
in blooming terraces. Henlmeid in by these stu- 
pendous barriers, the valley wotfld be akogether 
shtft out from tiie rest of the world, wer^ it not 
that it is accessible from the sea at one end, and 
by a narrow defile at the other. 

The impression produced upon my mind, 
when I first visited this beautiful gleii, will never 
be obliterated. 

I had come from Nukuheva by water in the 
ship's boat, and when we entered the bay of 
Tier it was high noon. The heat had been in* 
tense, as we had been floating upon the l(Mig 
smooth swell of the ocean, for there was but 
littie wind. The sun's rays had expended kll 
their fury upon us ; and to add to our discom^ 
fort, we had omitted to suj^y ourselves with 
water jMevious to starting. What with heat and 
thirst together, I became so impatient to jget 
ashore, that when at last we glided towards it, I 
stood up in the bow of the boat ready for a spring. 
As she shot two-thirds of her length high upon 
the beach, propelled by tteree or four strong 
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strokes of the oars, I leaped among a parcel of 
juvenile savages, who stood prepared to give us 
a kind reception; and with them at my heels, 
yelling like so many imps^, I rushed forward 
across the open ground in the vicinity of the 
sea, and plunged, diver fashion, into the recesses^ 
of the first groove that offered. 

What a delightful sensation did I experience f 
I felt as if floating in some new element, white 
all sorts of gurgling, trickling, liquid sounds fell 
upon my ear. People may say what they will 
about the refreshing influences of a cold-water 
bath, but commend me when in a jperspiration 
t6 the shade baths of Tior, beneath the cocoa- 
nut trees, and amidst the cool delightful atmo- 
sphere which surrounds them. 

How shall I describe the scenery that met my 
eye, as I looked out from this verdant recess ! 
The narrow valley, with it^ steep and close ad- 
joining sides draperied with vines, and arched 
overhead with k ftet-work of interlacing boughs, 
nearly hidden from ^ew by masses of leafy 
verdure, seemed from where I stood like an 
immense arbour disclosing its vista to the eye, 
whilst as I advanced it insensibly widened into 
the liveliest vale eye ever beheld. 

It so happened that the. very' day I was in 
TioT'ttie French admirial, attended by all tiie 
bo$t5 of his squadron^ came down in state from 
Ntiktflieva to take formal possession of the place. 
He Ten4a5iied in the valley about two hours^ 
during which time he had a ceremonious inter- 
viejw with the king. The patriarch-sovereign of 
Tior was a man very far advanced in velars j but 
though age had bowed his form ana renderer' 
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'him almost decrepit, his gigantic frame retained 
•all its original magnitude and grandeur of ap- 
pearance. He advanced slowly and with evident 
pain^ assisting his tottering steps with the heavy 
waur-^pear he held in his band, and attended by 
a group of grey-bearded chiefs, on one of whom 
he occasionally leaned for support. The admiral 
came forward with hi& head uncovered and ex- 
tended hand, while the old king saluted him. by 
a stately flourish of bis weapon. The next 
•moment they stood side by side, these two ex^ 
^remes in the social scale — ^the polished, splendid 
Frenchman, and the poor tattooed savage. They 
were both tall and noble4ooking men; but in 
vother respects how strikingly contrasted! Du 
Petit Thouars exhibited upon his person all the 
paraphernalia of his naval rank. He wore a 
cichly decorated admiraVs frock-coat, a laced 
^hapcau bras^ and upon his breast were a variety 
of ribbons and orders ; while the simple islander, 
with the exception of a slight cincture about his 
loins, appeared in all the nakedness of nature. 

At what immeasurable distance, thought I, are 
these two beings removed from each other. In 
the one is shown the result of long centuries of 
progressive civilisation and refinement, which 
have gradually converted the mere creature into 
the semblance of all that is elevated and grand; 
while the other, after the lapse of the same period, 
has not advanced one step in the career of im- 
provement " Yet, after all," quoth I to myself, 
« insensible as he is to a thousand wants, and 
removed from harassing cares, may not the 
savage be the happier man of the two ? *' Such 
were the thoughts that arose in my mind as I 
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gazed upon the novel spectacle before me. In 
truth it was an impressive one, and little likely 
to be effaced. I can recall even now with vivid 
distinctness every feature of the scene. The 
umbrageous shades where the interview took 
place, the glorious tropical vegetation around, 
the picturesque grouping of the mingled throng 
of soldiery and natives, and even the golden- 
hued bunch of bananas that I held in my hand 
at the time, and of which I occasionally par- 
took while making the aforesaid philosophical 
reflections. 
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CHAPTER V 

Thonglits previous to attempting an Escape— Toby, a 
Fellow Sailor, agrees to share the Adventure — Last 
Night aboard the Ship. 

Having fully resolved to leave the vessel 
clandestinely, and having acquired all the know- 
ledge concerning the bay that I could obtain 
under the circumstances in which I was placed, 
I now deliberately turned over in my mmd every 
plan of escape that suggested itself, being de- 
termined to act with all possible prud^ice in 
an attempt where failure would be attended with 
so many disagreeable consequences. The idea 
of being taken and brought back ignominiously 
to the ship was so inexpressibly repulsive to 
me, that I was determined by no hasty and 
imprudent measures to render such an event 
probable. 

I knew that our worthy captain, who felt such 
a paternal solicitude for the welfare of his crew, 
would not willingly consent that one of his best 
hands should encounter the perils of a sojourn 
among the natives of a barbarous island; and 
I was certain that in the event of my disappear- 
ance, his fatherly anxiety would prompt him to 
oflfer, by way of a reward, yard upon yard of 
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gaily printed calico for my apprehension. He 
might even have appreciated my services at the 
value of a musket, in which case I felt perfectly 
certain that the whole population of the bay 
would be immediately upon my track, incited 
by the prospect of so magnificent a bounty. 

Having ascertained the foct before alluded to, 
that the islaruiers, from motives of precaution, 
dwelt altogether in the depths of the valleys, and 
avoided wandering about the more elevated 
portions of the shore, unless bound on some 
expedition of war or plunder, I concluded that 
if I could effect uiq)erceived a passage to the 
mountains, I might easily remain among them, 
supportmg mysetf by such fruits as came in my 
way tmtil the saUing of the ship, an event of 
which I could not fail to be immediately ap* 
prised, as from my lofty position I should com^. 
mand a view of the Entire harbour. 

The idea pleased me greatly. It seemed to 
combine a great deal of practicabiliQr with no 
incon^derable enjoyment in a quiet way; for 
how delightful it would be to look down upon 
the detested old vessel from the height of 
dome thousand feet, and contrast the verdant 
scenery, about me with the recollection of her 
narrow decks and gloomy forecastle I Why, it 
was really refreshing even to think of it ; and 
so I stmightway fell to picturing myself seated 
beneath a cocoa-nut tree on the brow of the 
mountain, witii a cluster of plantains within easy 
reach, criticising her nautical evolutions as she 
was working her way out of the harbour* 

To be sure there was one rather unpleasant 
cbrawbadc to these agreeable anticipations — ^tbe 
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possibility of falling in with a foraging party of 
these same bloody-minded Typees, whose appe- 
tites, edged perhaps by the air of so elevated a 
region^ m^ht prompt them to devour one. This, 
I must confess, was a most disagreeable view of 
the matter. 

. Just to thiiik of a party of these unnatural 
gourmands taking it into their heads to make a 
convivial meal of a poor devil, who would have 
no means of escape or defence : however, there 
was no help for it I was willing to encounter 
some risks in order to accomplish my object, 
and counted mudi upon my ability, to elude 
thes6 prowling cannibals amongst the many 
coverts which the mountains afforded Besides, 
the chances were ten to one in my favour that 
they would none of them quit, their own fast- 



I had determined not to communicate my 
design of witihdrawing from the vessel to any of 
my shipmates> and least of all to solicit any 
one to accompany me in my flight But it so 
happened one night, that being upon deck, 
revolving over in my mind various pkms of 
escape, I perceived one of the ship's company 
leaning over the bulwarks, apparently plunged 
in a profound reverie. He was a young fellow 
about my own age, for whom I had all along 
entertained a great regard; and Toby, such was 
the name by which he went among us, for his 
real name he would never tell us, was every way 
worthy of it He was active, ready, and 
obliging, of dauntless courage, and singularly 
open and fearless in the expression of his feel- 
ings. I bad on more than one occasion got 
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him out of scrapes into which this had led him ; 
and 1 know not whether it was from ^s cause, 
or a certain congeniality of sentiment betwfeea 
us, that he had always shown a partiality for 
my society. We had battled out many a long 
watch together, beguiling the weary hours with 
chat^ song, and story, mingled with a good many 
imprecations upon Uie hard destiny it seemed 
our common fortune to encounter. 

Toby, like myselfj had evidently moved in a 
different sphere of life, and his conversation at ' 
times betrayed this, althou^ he was anxious to 
conceal it He was one of that class of rovers 
you sometimes meet at sea, who never reveal 
their origin, never allude to home, and go ram- 
bliog over the world as if pursued by some 
mysterious fate they cannot possibly elude. 

There was much even in the appearance of 
Toby calculated to draw me towards him, for 
while the greater part of the xrew were as 
coarse in person as in miiid, Toby was endowed 
with a remarkably prepossessing exterior. Ar- 
rayed in his blue frock and duck trousers, he 
was as smart a looking sailor as ever stepped 
upon a deck; he was singularly small and 
slightly made, with great flexibility of limb. 
His naturally dark complexion had been deep- 
ened by exposure to the tropical sun, and a 
mass of jetty locks clustered about his temples, 
and threw a darker shade into his large black 
eyes. He was a strange wayward being, moody^ 
fitful, and melancholy — at times almost morose. 
He had a quick and fiery temper too, which, 
when thoroughly roused, transported him into 
a state bordering on delirium.. 
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It is strange the power that a mind of deep 
passion has over feebler natures. I have seen 
a brawny fellow, with no lack of ordinary 
courage, fairly quail before this slender stripling, 
when in one of his furious £ts. But these 
piaroxysms seldom occurred, and in them my 
big-hearted shipmate vented the bile which 
more calm-tempered individuals get rid of by a 
continual pettishness at trivial annoyances. 
- No one ever saw Toby laugh ; I mean in the 
hearty abandonment of broad-mouthed mirth. 
He did smile sometimes, it is true ; and there 
was a good deal of dry, sarcastic humour about 
him, which told the more frOm the imperttirbable 
gravity of his tone and manner. 

Latterly I had obs^ved that Tob/s melan- 
choly had greatly increased, and I had frequently 
seen him since our arrival at the island gazing 
wistfully upon the shore, when the remainder 
of the crew would be rioting below. I was 
aware that he entertained a cordial detestation 
of the ship, and believed that, should a fair 
chance of escape present itself, he would em- 
brace it willingly. But the attempt was so 
perilous in the place where we then lay, that I 
supposed myself the only individual on board 
the ship who was sufficiently reckless to think 
of it. In this, however, I was mistaken. 

When I perceived Toby leaning, ais I^ have 
mentioned, against the bulwarks and buried in 
thought, it struck me at once that the subject 
of his meditations might be the same as my own. 
And if it be so, thought I, is he not the very 
one of all my shipmates whom I would choose 
ifor the partner of my adveimire? and why 
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should I not hsve some comrade mth me to 
divide its dangers and alleviate its hardshipfif? 
Perhaps I might he obliged to lie concealed 
amiong the mountains for weeks. In su^h an 
event what a solate would a companion be ! 

These thoughts passed rapidly through^ my 
mind, and I wondered why I had not before 
considered the matter in this light But it was 
not too late. A tap upon the shoulder served 
to rouse Toby from his reverie ; I found him 
ripe for the enterprise, and a very few words 
Sliced for a mutual understanding between us. 
In an hour's time we had arranged all the pre- 
liminaries, and decided upon oiu: plan of action. 
We then ratified our engagement with an affec- 
tionate wedding of palms, and to elude suspicion 
repaired each to his hammock, to spend the last 
night on board the Do/fy. 

The next day the starboard watch, to which 
we both belonged, was to be sent ashore on 
liberty; and, availing ourselves of this oppor- 
tunity, we determined, as soon after landing as 
possible, to separate ourselves from the rest of 
the men without exciting their suspicions, and 
strike back at once for the mountains. Seen 
from the ship, their summits appeared inac- 
cessible, but here and there sloping spurs extended 
from them almost into the sea, buttressing the 
lofty elevations with which they were connected, 
and forming those radiating valleys I have before 
described. One of these ridges, which appeared 
more practicable than the rest, we determined 
to climb, convinced that it would conduct us to 
the heights beyond. Accordingly, we carefully 
observed its bearings and locality from the ship, 
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so that when ashore we diould run no chance of 
missing it 

In all this the leading object we had in view 
was to seclude ouiselves from sight until the 
departure of the vessel ; then to take our chance 
as to the reception the Nutqiheva natives might 
give us ; and after remaining upon the i^and as 
long as we found our stay agreeable, to leave it 
the first favoiurable opportuni^ that offered. 
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CHAPTER vr 

A Specimen of Nautical Oratory— Oriticism of the Sailors 
— ^The Starboard Watck are given a H(^day — ^The 
Escape to the Mountains. 

Eam-y the next morning the starboard watch 
were mustered upon the quarter-deck, and our 
worthy captaip, standing in the cabin gangway, 
harangued us as follows :^— - 

" Now, men, as we are just off a six months' 
cruise, and have got through most all our work 
in port here, I suppose you want to go ashore. 
Well, I mean to give your watch liberty to-day, 
so you may get ready as sooi? as you please, and 
go; but understand this, I am going to give you 
liberty because 1 suppose you would growl like 
so many old quarter gunners if I didn't ; at the 
same time, if you'll take my advice, every mother's 
son of you will stay aboard, and keep out of the 
way of the bloody cannibals altogether. Ten to 
one, men, if ypu go ashore, you will get into 
some infernal row, and that will be the end of 
you ; for if those tattooed scoundrels get you 
a little way back into tUeir valleys, they'll nab 
you — ^that you may be certain of. Plenty of 
white men have gone ashore here and. never 
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been seen any more. There was the old Dido^ 
she put in here about two years ago, and sent 
one watch off on liberty ; they never were heard 
of again for a week — the natives swore they 
didn't know where they were — and only three 
of them ever got back to the ship again, and 
one with his face damaged for life, for the cursed 
heathens tattooed a broad patch clean across his 
figure-head. But it will be no use talking to you, 
for go you will, that I see plainly ; so all I have 
to say is, that y6u need not blame me if the 
islanders make a meal of you. You may stand 
some chance of escaping them though, if you 
keep close about the French encampment, and 
are back to the ship again before sunset. Keep 
that much in your, mind, if you forget all the 
rest I've been saying to you. There, go for- 
ward ; bear a hand 2^nd riig yourselves, and stand 
by for a call. At two Bells the boat will be 
manned to take you off, and the Lord have 
mercy on you !^ 

Various were the emotions depicted upon the 
countenances of the starboard watch whilst 
listening to this address ; but pn its conclusion 
there was a general move towards the forecastle, 
and we soon were all busily engaged in getting 
ready for the holiday so auspiciously announped 
by the skipper. During these preparations his 
harangue was commented upon in no, very 
measured terms; and one of the party^ after 
denouncing him as a lying old son of a sea-cook 
who begrudged a fallow ^ few hours' liberty, ex- 
claimed with an oath, "But you don't boimce 
me out of my liberty, old chap, for all your 
yams; for I would go ashore if every pebble 
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on the beach was a liye coal, and eveiy^stick a 
gridiron^ and the cannibals stood ready to broil 
me on landing." 

The spirit of Ihis sentiment was responded to 
by all hands, and we resolved that in spite of 
ti^ captain's croakings we would make a glorious 
day of it 

But Toby and I had cmr own game to play, 
and we avuied ourselves of the confusion whidi 
aiwa]^ reigns among a ship's company pre- 
parati^ to going ashore^ to confer together and 
ccmiplete our arran^ments. As our object was 
to effect as rapid a fli^ as possible to the 
mountains, we detemuned not to encumber 
ourselves with any superfluous apparel; and 
accordingly, while the rest were rigging them- 
selves out with some idea of making a display, 
we were cont^t to put on new stoat dude 
tiousers^ serviceable pumps, and heavy Havre- 
frocks, which with a Payta hat comj^ted our 
equipment. 

When our shipmates wonder^ at this, Toby 
exclaimed in his odd, grave way that the rest 
might do as they liked, but that he for one 
preserved his go-a^shore traps for the Spanish 
Main, where the tie of a sailor's neckerchief 
might make some difference; but as for a parcel 
of unbreeched heathen, he wouldn't go to the 
bottcmi of his chest for any of them, and was 
half disposed to appear among them in buff 
himself. The men laughed at what they thought 
was one of his strange conceits, and so we 
escaped suspicion. 

It may appear singular that we should have 
beoi thus on our guard with otur own shipmates; 
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but there were some among us ivho, Kad thejr 
possessed the least inkling of our project, would, 
for a paltry hope of reward, have immiediately 
communicated it to the captain. 

As soon as two bells were struck, the word 
was passed for the liberty-men to get into the 
boat. I lingered behind in the forecastie a 
moment, to Uike a parting glande at its familiar 
features, and just as I was about to ascend to 
the deck, my eye happened to light on the 
bread-barge and beef-kid, whidn contamed the 
remnants of our last hasty meaL Although 
I had never before thought of providing any^- 
thing in the way of food for our expedition, as 
I fully relied upon the ^its of the island to 
sustain us wherever we might wander, yet I 
could not resist the inclination I £elt to provide 
lundieon from the relics before me* Accord- 
ingly I took a double h^dful of those small, 
broken, flinty bits of biscuit. Which generally go 
by the name of " midshipman's nuts," and thrust 
them into the bosom of my frock; in which 
same ample receptacle I had previously stowed 
away several pounds of tobacco and a few yards 
of cotton clodi — articles with which I intended 
to purchase the good-will of ihe natives, as soon 
as we should appear among them after the de* 
partore of our vessel; 

This last addition to my stock caused a con- 
siderable protuberance in front, which I abated 
in a measure by shaking the bits of bread around 
my waist, and distributing die plugs of tobacco 
among the folds of the garment 

Hardly had I completed these arrangements 
when iqy name was sung out by a dozen voices. 
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and I sprung upon liie deck, where I fotnid aH: 
the party in the boat, and impatient to shove 
off. I dropped over the side, and seatied my^^ 
self with the rest of the watch m the stem sheets, 
while the poor larboarders shipped their oars, 
and commenced pulling us a^iore. 

This happened to be the rainy season at the 
islands, and the heavens had nearly the whole 
morning betokened oneof Uiose heavy showers 
which dnrbg this period so frequently occnr« 
The large drops fell bubbling into the water 
shortly after our leaving the ship, and by the 
time we had efiecteda landing it poured down 
in torrents. We fled for belter imder cover of 
an immense canoe-house whidi stood hard by 
the beach, and waited for the first fiity of the 
storm to pass* 

It continued, however, without cessation; 
and the monotonous beating of the rain ovar 
head began to exert a drowsy influence upon 
tiie men, who, throwing themselves here and 
there upon the large war-canoes, after diatting 
aiMdiile^ all fell asleep* 

This was the opportunity we desired, and 
Toby and I availed ourselves of it at once by 
stealing out of the canoe^iouse and plunging 
into the depths of an extensive grove that was 
in its rear. After ten minutes' rapid progress 
we gtlined an open space from which we could 
just descry the ridge we intended to moimt loom- 
ing dimly trough the mists of the tropical 
^ower, and distant from us, as we estimated, 
something more than a mile. Our direct course 
towards it lay through a rather populous part of 
the bay; but desirous as we were of evadin^ 
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the fiativ^s; and'seciiriiig an tmmolested: retreat 
to ^le tnonntains, We 4etennined,.by taking 
a ciremt :&rbugh some extensive thickets, to 
avoid their:vicifiity altogether. 

The heavy rain that still cbntin^ed to fall 
without intermissicHi fsLYOured obr enterprise, as 
it diove the islanders into their houses, and 
prevented ^hy casual meting with them, Oiur 
heavy frocks soon became compddteiy saturated 
with water, and hy their weight, and that of the 
arddes we had concealed beneath them, not a 
little iihpeded our progress^ But it warna time 
to pausie when at any nvoment we niight J^e susk 
prised by a body of the iJaVages, and forced at 
the very outset t6 relinquish oar imdertaking. ' 

Since leaving the canoe^ouse#e hadwafcely 
exchanged a single syllable with one another; 
but whoi we enteied. a secoiid narrow opening 
in the wood, and again ciit^htsight of the>i^e 
before us, I took Toby by the arm, and pdinting 
along its slopmg outline to the loffy heights a^t 
its extremity, said in a low tone, ":Now, Toby^ 
not a word, nor a glance backward, . till we 
stand 'on the sura^t of yonder tnoontain--^o 
no more hngenng, but let us i^ove ihead while 
we can, add in a fe# hours' time we may laugh 
alcmd. You are the Hghtest and the nimblest, 
so lead on, and I will follow." 

" All right, brother,'^ said Toby, **:qidck'8 our 
play ; only let's keep dose togetiher, that^s all ; " 
and so saying, with a bound like a young ioe» 
he cleared a brook whidi ran across our path^ 
and ru^ed forward with a quidc*step. 

When we arrived within a short distance of 
tixe ridge, we were stopped by a mass of tall 
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yeUow leeds, growiiJg together as thickly as 
^y could standi and Sjs tough and stubborn as 
^ many rods of steel ; and we perceivesd, to our 
ch^rin, that they, extended midway, up the 
elevation we purposed to ascend. 
. iFor a moment we gazed about us in quest of 
a more practicable route ; it was, however, siX 
once apparent that there was no resource but 
to pierce this thidtet of c^es at all hazards. 
We now reversed Our order of march,. I, being 
the heavi^t, taking the lead, with a view of 
breaking a path through the obstruction, while 
Toby fell into tlie rear. 

Two or three times I endeavoured to insinuate 
myself between the canes, and by dint of coax- 
ing and bending th^» to make some progress ; 
bwt a, bull-'frog might as well have tried to work 
a passage dm)tigh the teeth Of a comb, and I 
gave up: the attempt in despair. 

iWi wild with meeting an obstacle we had so 
Utile anticipated, X threw mysdf desperately 
gainst it, crushbg to the ground tjtie canes with 
which I came in contact; and, rising to my feet 
again, itepeated ttiq actic«i.with like efifect. 
Tjventy minutes of this violent exercise almost 
eadiaustlBd me, but it carried us some way into 
the thicket ; when Tob3s who had been reaping 
ibe benefit of my laboms by following close at 
my heels^ proposed to become pioneer in turn, 
and aCx^Qfdingly passed ahead with a view oi 
affofdijQ^ me a respite from my exertions. As 
however witli.his sUght frame he made but bad 
workof:it,'I was soon obliged, to resume my 
dd pkce again. 

On vre toiled^ the perspiration starting from 
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our bodies in floods, our limbs torn and lace* 
rated with the splintered fragments of the broken 
canes, until we had proceeded perhaps as £ur 
as the middle of the brake, when suddenly it 
ceased raining, and the atmosphere around us 
became close and sultry beyond expression 
The elasticity of the reeds, quickly recorering 
from the temporary pressure of our bodies, 
caused them to spring back to their original 
position ; so that they closed in upon us as we 
advanced, and prevented the circulation of the 
little air which might otherwise have reached us. 
Besides this, their great height completely shut 
us out from the view of surrounding objects, and 
we were not certain but that we might have 
been going all the time in a wrong direction. 

Fatigued with my long^ondnued efforts, and 
panting for breath, I felt myself completely in* 
capacitated for any further exertion. I rolled 
up the sleeve of my frock. Mid squeezed the 
moisture it contained into my parched mouth. 
But the few drops I managed to obtain gave me 
little relief, and I sunk down for a moment with 
a sort of dogged apathy, from which I was 
aroused by Toby, who had devised a plan to 
free us from the net in which we had become 
entangled. 

He was laying about him lustily with his 
sheath-knife, lopping the canes right and left, 
like a reaper, and soon made quite a clearing 
around us. This sight reanimated me, and 
seizing my own knife, I hacked and hewed away 
without mercy. But aksl the farther we 
advanced, the thicker and taller, smd apparency 
the more interminable, the reeds became. 
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I began to think we were fairly snared, and 
bad almost made up my mind that without a 
pair of wings we should never be able to escape 
from the toils; when all at once I discerned 
a peep of dayHght through the canes on my 
right, and, communicating the jo3rful tidings to 
Toby, we both fell to with fresh spirit, and 
speedily opening a passage towards it, we found 
ourselves clear of parplexities, and in the near 
vicinity of the ridgCr 

After resting for a few moments we began the 
ascent, and after a little vigorous climbing found 
ourselves close to its summit. Instead however 
of walking along its ridge, where we should 
have been in full view of the natives in the 
vales beneath, and at a point where they could 
easily intercept us were they so inclined, we 
cautiously advanced on one side, crawling on 
our hands and knees, and screened from 
observation by the grass through which we 
glided, much in the fashion of a couple of 
serpents. After an hour employed in this im- 
{deasant kind of locomotion, we started to our 
feet again and pursued our way boldly along the 
crest of the ridge. 

This salient spur of the lofty elevations that 
encompassed the bay, rose with a sharp angle 
firom the valleys at its base, and presented, with 
the exception of a few steep, acclivities, the 
appearance of a vast inclined plane, sweeping 
down towards the sea from the heights in the 
distance. We had ascended it near the place 
of its termination and at its lowest point, and 
now saw our route to the mountains distinctly 
defined along its narrow crest, whidi was covered 
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with a soft carpet of verdure, and was in many 
parts otily a few feet wide. 

Elated with . the success which had so far 
attended our enterprise, and invigorated by the 
refreshing atmosphere we now inhaled, Toby 
and i in high spirits were making, our way 
rapidly along the zidge, when suddenly from the 
valleys below which lay on eitiier side of us, we 
heard the distant shouts of the natives, vrbo had 
just descried us, and to .whom our figures, 
brought in bold relief against the • sky, were 
plainly revealed. 

Glauicing our eyes into these valleys, we 
perceived their savage inhabitants hurrying to 
and fro, seemin^y under the influence c^ some 
sudden alarm, and appearing to the eye scaxx:ely 
bigger than so many pigmies; while their white 
thatched dwellings^ dwaifed by the distance, 
looked like baby^iouses. As we looked down 
upon the islanders from our lofty elevation, we 
experienced a sense of security; feeMng con- 
fident that, should they undertake a pursuit, it 
would, from the start we now had, prove entirely 
fruitless, unless they followed us into the moun- 
tains, where we knew they cared not to venture. 

However, we thought it as well to make the 
ntost of our time; and accordingly, irfiere the 
ground would admit of it, we ran swiftly along 
the summit of the ridge, until we were brought 
to a stand by a steep chff, which at first seemed 
to interpose an effectual barrier to our further 
advajice. By dint of much hard scrambling, 
however, and at some risk to our necks, we at 
iafit surmcamted it, and continued our flight with 
unabated celerity. 

Digitized by Google 



Beautiful Scenery at Nukuheva 63 

We had left the beach early in the morning, 
and after an uninterrupted, though at times 
difficult and dangerous ascent, during which we 
had never once turned our faces to the sea, we 
found ourselves, about three hours before simset, 
standing on the top of what seemed to be the 
highest land on the island, an immense over- 
lumiging cliff, composed of basaltic rocks, hung 
round with parasitical plants. We must have 
been more than three ^ousand feet above the 
level of the sea, and the scenery viewed from 
this height was magnificent 

The lonely bay of Nukuheva, dotted here and 
there with the black hulls of the vessels com- 
posing the French squadron, lay reposing at the 
base of a circular range of elevations, whose 
verdant sides, perforated with deep glens or 
diversified with smiling valleys, formed altogether 
the lovdiest view I ever beheld, and were I to 
live a hundred years, I should never forget the 
feeHng of admiratioa which I then experi^ced 
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CHAPTER VII 

The other dde of the Mountain — Disappointment- 
Inventory of Articles brought from the Ship— 
Bivisdon of the Stock of Bread— Appearance of the 
Interior of the Island — A Discovery — ^A Ravine 
and Waterfalls— A Sleepless Night— Further Dis- 
coveries — My Illness — A Marquesan Landscape. 

My curiosity had been not a little raised with 
regard to the description of country we should 
meet on the other side of die mountains ; and 
I had supposed, with Toby, that immediately 
on gaining the heights we should be enabled to 
view the large bays of Happar and Typee 
reposing at our feet on one side, in the same 
way that Nukuheva lay spread out below on the 
other. But here we were disappointed. Instead 
of finding the moimtain we had ascended sweep- 
ing down in the opposite direction into broad 
and capacious valleys, the land appeared to 
retain its general elevation, only broken into 
a series of ridges and intervales, which as far as 
the eye could reach stretched away from us, 
with their precipitous sides covered with the 
brightest verdure, and waving here and there 
with the foliage of clumps of woodland ; among 
which, however, we perceived none of those 
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trees upon whose fruit we had relied widi such 
certainty. 

Iliis was a most unlooked-for discovery, and 
one that promised to defeat our plans altogeUier, 
for we could not think oi descending the moun« 
tain on the Nukuheva side in quest of food- 
Should we for this purpose he induced to retrace 
our steps, we should nm no small chance of 
encountering the natives, ii^io in that case, if 
they did nothing worse to us, would be certain 
to convey us back to the sUp for the sake of 
the reward in calico and trinkets, which we had 
no doubt our skij^r would hold out to them 
as an inducement to our capture. 

What was to be done? The D^flfy would 
not sail perhiaps for ten days, and how were we 
to sustain life during this period? I bitterly 
repented our improvidence in not providing 
ourselves, as we easily might have done, with a 
supply of biscuit With a rueful visage I now 
bethought me of' the scanty han^ul of bread I 
had stufifed into the bosom of my frock, ^nd 
felt somewhat desirous to ascertain what jKUrt of 
it had weathered ^e rather rough usage it had 
experienced in ascending the mountain. I 
accordingly proposed to Toby that we should 
enter into a joint examination of the various 
articles we had broi^ht from the ship. Witii 
this intent we seated ourselves upon the grass : 
and a little curious to see with what kmd of 
judgment my companion had filled his frock— 
which I remarked seemed about as well lined as 
my own — I reauested him to commence opera- 
tions by spreamng out its contents. 

Thrusting his hand, then, into the bosom r 
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this capacious reqeptaGie». be.fiist brought to 
light about a pound of tobacco, whose com- 
pQoent parts stiU adhered together, the whole 
outside being covered with soft particles of sea- 
breads Wet axid driK>iQg> it had the a.pp^^ance 
of havbg been just recovered from the bottom 
of ,thfi aea. But I paid slight attention to a 
substance of so little value to us in, our iwresent 
situation, as soon as I, perceived the indications 
it gave of Tob/i^ foresight in layipg in a supply 
of foodfor the.expedition.v ... 

I eagerly inquired what quantity he had 
brought with him, when, rummaging onqe more 
beneath his garment, he produced a small hand- 
ful of something so soft, pulpyi, and.discploured, 
that for a few moments he was as much pwczl^ 
as myself to tell by what possible instrumentality 
sudi a villainous compound h^d. become engen- 
dered in his bosom. I can, only describe it as 
a i)a^ of soaked bread and bits of tobacco, 
brou^ to a doughy consistency by the united 
agenpjr.of perspimtibn and rain^ But repulsive 
as it jnight otherwise have been, I now r^iarded 
it.as an invaluable treasure, and proceeded with 
gre2^ care. to transfer this paste-like mass to a 
laige leaf which I bad. plucked from a biish 
beside me. Toby informed me that in the 
morning he had placed two .whole biscuits in 
his bosom, with, a view of munching them, 
should he feel so inclined,, during our flight. 
These were now reduced to the equivocal 
substance which I had just placed on Uie 
leaf, „ 

Another dive into the frock brought to view 
some four or five yards of calico pmU whose 
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taMeflil patteWi wafe wrtheoi^ disfigured by the 
yellow stains of the tobacco with which it had. 
been brought in contact, tn drawing this calico 
Slowly from his bosom inch by inch, Toby 
reminder} me of a juggler performing the feat 
6f the endle^ ribbon. Tlie next cast ws w 
small one, 'being a sailor^ little ** ditty bag,"^ 
containing' needles," thread, and other se^ng^ 
uteni^ : then came a razor-case, followed by 
fwld or three sepaKite Jdugs of negro-heistd, which 
were fished up frdm tte bottom <rf the now- 
empty fecetJtacle; These various Matters being 
inspected, I prodtced the few things that 1 had 
myself brought. 

As' might have been anticipated from the' state 
of my cotnpasnilt^'s edible supplies, I found my 
own in a deplorable condition, and diminished 
to a (juaintity diat would not have formed hatf 
ft dozen moutiifals for a hungry man who wets 
partial enou^ to tobacco not to mind swallow- 
ing it. A few moiBels of bread, with a fathom 
or two of white cotton cloth, and several pbimds 
of dioice pigtail, composed the extent of my 
possessions. 

Otfr joint stock of miscellaneous articles was 
now made up into a compact bundle, which it 
was agreed we should carry alternately. But 
the sorry remains of the biscuit were not to be 
disposed of so Summarily : the precarious cir- 
cumstances in which we were pkced made us 
regard them as something on which very probably 
depended the fate of our adventure. After a 
brief discussion, in which we both of us expressed 
our resolution of not descending into the bay 
until the ship's departure, I suggested to my 
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companioh that, little of it as there was, we 
should divide the hread into six equal portions, 
each of which should be a day's allowance for 
both of us. This proposition he assented to ; 
so I took the silk kerchief from my qeck, and 
cutting it with my knife into half a dozen equal 
pieces, proceeded to make an exact division. 

At first, Toby, with a degree of fastidiousness 
that seemed to me ill-timed, was for picking out 
the minute . particles of tobacco with which the 
spongy mass was mixed ; but against this pro- 
ceeding I protested, as by such an operation we 
must Imve greatly diminished its quantity. 

When the division was accomidished, we 
found that a day's allowance for the two was 
not a great deal more than what a table-spoon 
might hold. Each separate portion we im- 
m^iately rolled up in the bit of silk prepared 
for it, and joining them altogether into a small 
package, I committed them, with solemn in- 
junctions of fidelity, to the custody of Toby. 
For the remainder of that day we resolved to 
fast, as we had been fortified by a breakfast in 
the morning; and now starting again to our 
feet, we looked about us for a shelter during the 
night, which, from the appearance of the heavens, 
promised to be a dark and tempestuous one. 

There was no place near us which would in 
any way answer our purpose; so turning our 
backs upon Nukuheva, we commenced exploring 
the unknown regions which lay upon the other 
side of the mountain. 

In this direction, as far as oiu: vision extended, 
not a sign of life, nor anything that denoted even 
the transient residence of man, could be seen. 
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Hie whole landscape seemed one unbroken 
solitude, the interior of the island having 
apparently been untenanted since the morning 
of the creation ; and as we advanced through 
this wilderness, our voices sounded strangely in 
our ears» as though human accents had never 
before disturbed the fearful silence of the place, 
interrupted only by the low murmurings of 
distant waterfalls. 

Our disappointment, however, in not finding 
the various fruits with which we had intended 
to regale ourselves during our stay in these 
wilds, was a good deal lessened by the con- 
siderati<Hi that from this very circumstance we 
should be much less exposed to a casual meeting 
with the savage tribes about us, who we knew 
always dwelt bieneath the shadows of those trees 
which supplied them with food. 

We wandered along, casting eager glances 
into every bush we passed, imtU just as we had 
succeeded in mounting one of the many ridges 
that intersected the ground, I saw in the grass 
before me something like an indistinctly traced 
footpath, which appeared to lead along the top 
of the ridge, and to descend with it into a deep 
ravine about half a mile in advance of us. 

Robinson Crusoe could not have been more 
startled at the footprint in the sand than we 
were at this unwelcome discovery. My first 
impulse was to n^ke as rapid a retreat as pos- 
sible, and bend our steps in some other direc- 
tion ; but our curiosity to see whither this path 
might lead, prompted us to pursue it So on we 
went, the track becoming more and more visible 
the farther we proceeded, until it tppducted t 
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to the verge of the ravine, where it abrupfly 
termixiated. 

"And so/' said Toby, peering down into the 
chasm, "every one that travels* this patii talces 
a jump here, eh?" 

: "Not so," said I, "for I think they might 
manage to descend without itj what say you— 
shall we attempt the feat? " 

" And what, in the name of caves and coal- 
boles, do you expect to find at the bottotti of that 
gulf but a broken neck — why it looks blacker than 
our iship's hold,^and the roar of those waterfalls 
down there would batter one's brains to pieces." 

"Oh no, Toby," I exclaimed, laughing; 
" but tiiere's something to be seen here, that's 
plain, or there would have been no path, and I 
am resolved to find out what it is." 

"I will tell you what, my pleasant fellow,'' 
rejoined Toby quickly, " if you are going to pry 
into everything you meet with here that exdfes 
your curiosity, you will marvellously soon get 
knocked on the hiead ; to a dead certainty you 
will come bang upon a party of these savages 
in the midst of your discovery-makings, and I 
doubt whetha* such an event would particularly 
delight you. Just take my advice for once, and 
let us 'bout ship and steer in some other direc- 
tion ; besides, it's getting late, and we ought to 
be mooring. oiu-selves for the night" 

" That is just the thing I have been driving 
at," replied I; "and I km thinking that this 
ravine wilL exactly^ answer our purpose, for it is 
roomy, secluded, well watered, and may shelter 
us from the weather," 
. "Aye, and from sleep too, amj by the same? 
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token will give us sore throats and rheumatisms 
into the barg^n," cried Toby with evident dis- 
like at the idea. 

** Oh, very well then, my lad,'* said I, •* since 
you will not accompany me, here I go alone. 
You will see me in the morning ; " and advancing 
ta ttxe edge of the cliff upon whidi we had been 
standir^, I proceeded to lower myself d6wn by 
the tangled roots whidi clustered about all the 
crevices of the rock^ As I had anticipated, 
Toby, in sfHte of his previous remonstrances, 
followed my example, and dropping himself with 
ibt activity of a^ squirrel from point to point, 
he qmddy outstripped me, and effected a land- 
ing at the bottom before I had accomplished 
two^thirds of the descent. 

The sight that now greeted us wad one tiiat 
will ever be vividly impressed upon my mind. 
Five foaming streams, rushing through as many 
gorges, and swelled and turbid by the recent 
zaips, mnted together in one mad plunge of 
ifteariy eighty feet, and fell with wild uproar into 
a deep black pool scooped out of the gloomy- 
looldng rocks that lay piled ai^ound, and thence 
ia one collected body dashed down a narrow 
idopiog i^haonel which seemed to penetrate into 
the very bowels of ^e earth. Overhead^, vast 
loots c^ torees htmg down from the sides of the 
tavij^e dripping with moiiM»ire, and trembling 
with the concussions produced by the fall. It 
was now- sunset, and titie feeble imcertain light 
that foimd its way into these <»vems and woody 
depths heightened thdr strange appearance^ and 
reminded us that in a short time we should find 
osirsdves m utter darkness, gzea by Google 
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As soon as I had satisfied my curiosity by 
gazing at this scene, I fell to wondering how it 
was ^t what we had taken for a path should 
have conducted us to so singular a place, and 
began to suspect that after all I might have been 
deceived in supposing it to have been a track 
formed by the islanders. This was rather an 
agreeable reflection than otherwise, for it di- 
minished our dread of accidentally .meeting with 
any of them, and I came to the conclusion that 
perhaps we could not have selected a moie 
secure hiding-place than this very spot we had 
so accidentally hit upon. Toby agreed witii me 
in this view of the matter, and we immiediatdy 
b^an gathering together the Hmbs of trees 
which lay scattered about, with the view of con- 
structing a tempor^y hut for the night. This 
we were obliged to build close to the foot of 
the cataract, for the current of water extended 
very nearly to the sides of the gorge. The few 
moments of light that remained we employed 
in covering our hut with a species of broadb- 
bladed grass^ that grew in every fissure of the 
ravine. Our hut, if it deserved to be called 
one, consisted of six or eight of the straightest 
branches we could find laid obliquely against 
the ^teep wall of xock, with their Iowa: ends 
within a foot of the stream. Into the space thus 
covered over we managed to crawl, and dispose 
our wearied bodies as best we could. 

Shall I ever forget that horrid night? As for 
poor Toby, I could scarcely get a word out of 
him. It would have been some consolation to 
have heard his voice, but he lay shivaing the 
livelong night like a man afflicted wiA the palsy, 



A Sleepless Night— More Rain 7.5 

with his knees drawn up to his head, while his 
back was supported against the dripping side of 
the rock. During this wretche^ night there 
seemed nothing wanting to complete the perfect 
misety of our condition. The rain descended 
in such torrents that our poor shelter proved a 
mere mockery. In vain did I try to elude the 
incessant streams that poured upon me ; by 
-protbctixig one part I only exposed another, and 
^e water was continually finding some new 
opening through which to drench us. 

I have had many a ducking in the coiurse of 
my life, and in general care Httle about it ; but 
the accumulated horrors of that night, the death- 
like coldness of the place, the appalling dark- 
ness and the dismal sense of our forlorn con- 
dition, ahnost unmanned me. 

It will not be doubted that the next morning 
we were early risers, and as soon as I could 
catch the faintest glimpse of anything like day- 
light I shook' my companion by the arm, and 
told him it was sunrise. Poor Toby lifted up 
his head, and after a moment's pause said, in 
a husky Venice, "Then, shipmate, my topli^ts 
have gone out, for it appears darker now with 
my eyes <^n than it did when they were 
shut." 

"Nonsense!" exclaimed I; "you are not 
awake yet" 

" Awake ! " roared Toby in a rage, " awake I 
You mean to insinuate I've been asleep, do you ? 
It is an insult to a man to suppose he could 
sleep in such an infernal place as diis." 

By the time I had apologized to my friend 
for having misconstrued his silence, it hp' 
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become 4s6mewhat more light, and we cMwIed 
out of our lair. The rain Imd.osased, but eveiT^ 
thing around us was dripping with joQoisture. 
We stripped off our saturated garments, and 
wruDg them as dry as we could.. We contriyed 
to. make the blood drculate in our benumbed 
limbs by rubbing them vigorously vrilh our 
hands; and after performing our ablutions in 
the stream, and putting on our still wet ciothes, 
we b^an to thiiyc it advisable to break our long 
fast, it being now twenty^four hours since we 
had tasted food 

Accordingly our day's ration wajs brought out» 
and seating oursdves on a detadied fragment 
of rode, we proceeded to discuss it. First we 
divided it' into two eqiml portions, and carefully 
rolling one of them up for' our evening's repasty 
divided die remainder .^ain as equally as 
possible, and then drew lots for the first dM>icek 
I could have placed the morsd that fell to my 
share upon tho tip of my finger; but notwitii- 
standing this I took care that it should be full 
ten minutes before I bad swallowed, the. last 
crumb. . What a true saying it is that }^ aK)etite 
furnishes the best sauce.'' There was a flavour 
anda Telish to this small partideof food &at 
under other circumstances it would have been 
impossible iot the most delicate viands to have 
imparted. A copious draught of the pure wat^ 
wluch flowed at. our feet selred to complete the 
meal, and after it ^^ rose sensil>ly refreshed, 
and prepared for whatever might be&U us. 

We n6w' carefully examix^ the chasm in 
mdaich we had passed the night We crossed 
die stream, and gaining the further side of ^e 
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pocl I have mentioned, discovered proofs that 
the spot mtist have been visited by some one 
but a ^ort time previous to ovix anrivaL Further 
observation convinced us that it had been 
regularly frequented, and, as we afterwards 
coiljectured from particular indications, for the 
purpose of obtaining a certain toot, from which 
the natives obtain a kind of ointment 

These discoveries immediately determined us 
to abandon a place which had presented no 
inducement fbr us to remain, ex^cept .the promise 
of security; and oa we looked about us for the 
means of ascending again into lheuf^>er regions^ 
we at last found a practicable part of the rQck> 
and half an hour's toil carried us to the summit 
of the same cliff from which, tiie preceding 
eveoing we bad descended. 

I now. proposed to Toby that instead of 
rambling about the island, exposii^ ourselves 
to discovery at every turn, we should select 
some place as our fixed abode for as long a 
period as our food should hold out, build our- 
selves a comfortable hut, and be as prudent and 
cincumspect as possible. To all this my com* 
panion ass^ited, and we at once set about 
canjring the plan into execution* 

With this .view, after explolii^ without success 
a little glen near us, we crossed several of the 
ridges of whidi I have heUae spoken; and 
about noon foimd ourselves ascending a long 
aiid ^^caKkally rising slope, but still without 
having discovered any place adapted to our 
purpose. Low and heavy clouds betokened an 
approaching storm, and we hurried on to gain 
a coveirt in a clump of thick bushes wbi^' 
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appeared to terminate the long ascent. We 
threw ourselves tinder the lee of these bushes, 
and pulling up the long grass that grew around, 
covered ourselves completely with it, and awaited 
the shower. 

But it did not come as soon as we had 
expected, and before many minutes my com- 
panion was fast asleep, and I was rapidly falling 
into the same state of happy forgetfulness. 
Just at this juncture, however, down came the 
rain with a violence that put all thoughts of 
slumber to flight Although in some measure 
sheltered, our clothes soon became as wet as 
ever : this, after all the trouble we had tak^i 
to dry them, was provoking enough : but there 
was no help for it; and I recommend all 
adventurous youths who abandon vessels in 
romantic islands during the rainy season to 
provide themselves with umbrellas. 

After an hour or so the shower passed away. 
My companion slept through it all, or at least 
appeared so to do; and now that it was over I 
had not the heart to awaken him. As I lay on 
my back completely shrouded with verdure, the 
leafy branches drooping over me, and my limbs 
buried in grass, I coi^d not avoid comparii^ 
our situation with that of the interesting babes 
in the wood. Poor little sufferers !-^no wonder 
their constitutions broke down under the hard- 
ships to which they were exposied. 

During the hour or two spent under the 
shelter of these bushes, I b^an to feel symptoii» 
which I at once attributed to the exposure of the 
preceding night Cold shiverings and a burning 
fever succeeded one another at intervals, while 
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one of my legs was swelled to such a degree, and 
pained me so acutely, that I half suspected I had 
been bitten by some venomous reptile, the con- 
genial inhabitant of the chasm fiom which we 
had lately emerged. I may here remark by the 
way — ^what I subsequently learned — tiiat all the 
idsmds of Polynesia enjoy the reputation, in 
conmion with the Hibernian isle, c^ being free 
from the presence of any vipers ; though whether 
Saint Patrick ever visited them, is a question I 
shall not attempt to decide. 

As the feverish sensation increased upon me, 
I tossed about, still unwilling to disturb my 
slumbering companion, from whose side I 
removed two or three yards. I chanced to 
push aside a branch, and by so doing suddenly 
disclosed to my view a scene which even now 
I can recall with all the vividness of the first 
impression. Had a glimpse of the gardens of 
Paradise been revealed to me I could scarcely 
have been more ravished with the sight. 

From the spot where I lay transfixed with 
surprise and delight, I looked straight down into 
the bosom ctf a valley, which sw^t awjly in long 
wavy undulations to the blue waters in the 
distance. Midway towards the sea, and peering 
here and there amidst the foliage, might be seen 
the palmetto-thatched houses of its inhabitants 
glistening in the sun that had bleached them to 
a dazzling whiteness. The vale was more than 
three leagues in length, and about a mile across 
at its greatest width. 

On either side it appeared hemmed in by 
steep and green acclivities, which, uniting near 
the spot where I lay, formed an abrupt and 
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semijcircular tennination of grassy cliffs and 
precipices hundreds of feet in height, over which 
flpwed numberless small cascades. But the 
iCfOvnlng baauly.of the prospect was its universal 
I verdure; and in this indeed consists, I believe, 
the peculiar charm of every Pcrfj^esian land- 
$Cape. Ever3rwhere below me, from the base of 
the precipice upoti whose very veige I had been 
unconsciously reposing, the surface of the vale 
pi:esented a mass of foliage, spread widi sudi 
rich profusion that it was impossible to determine 
of what description of trees it consisted. 

But perbapp there was nothing about the 
scenery I beheld more impressive than thgs^ 
silent casca4e;s, whose slender threads of wat^, 
after lea^nng down the steep clifb, were lost 
4miid$t the rich herbage of the valley. 

Over all the landscape there reigned the moA 
iiu^ed reposei which I almost feared to break 
lest, lik^ the enchanted gardens in the fairy tale, 
a single syllable might dissolve the spelL For 
a long time, forgetful alike of my own situation^ 
and the vicinity of my still slumbering com* 
panion, I remained gazing around me, hardly 
able to comprehend by what means I had thus 
suddenly been made a spectator of such a 
scene. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

The Important Question, Typee or Htppar ?--A Wild* 
Goose Chase — My Suffenngs^Disheartening Situa- 
tion — A Night in a Ravine — Morning Meal — Happy 
Idea^ Toby— Journey towards the Valley. 

REOCnriKiNG from my astonishment at the 
beaixtiM scene beforer me, I quickly^ awakened 
Toby, and infonned him of the discorery I had 
made. Together we now repaired to the border 
of the precipice, and my ■compamon's admtra* 
tioa was equal to my own. A little reflectiOQ, , 
however, abated our sarpnse at coming so 
QQeiq)ectedly upon this TaUey,- since die large 
vales of Happar and Typee, lying upon dus 
side of Nnknheva; and attending a considerable 
distance from die sea towards l^e interior, must 
necessarily terminate somewhere about this 
point. 

The question now was as to whidi of M&ose 
two places we were looking down upon. Toby 
insisted that it was the abode of the Ha|^pars, 
and I diat it was tenanted by their enemies the 
ferocious Typees. To be sure^ I was not entirely 
Convinced by my own arguments^ but Tob/s 
poposition to descend at once into the valley, 
and partake of die h<»pitaHty of its inmates, 
79 r- T 
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seemed to me to be risking so much upon the 
strength of a mere supposition, that I resolved 
to oppose it until we had more evidence to 
proceed upon. 

The point was one of vital importance, as the 
natives of Happar were not only at peace with 
Nukuheva, but cultivated with its inhabitants 
the most friendly relations, and enjoyed besides 
a reputation for gentleness arid humanity which 
led us to expect from them, if not a cordial 
reception, kt least a shelter during the short 
period we should remain in their territory. 

Oh the other hand, the very name of Typee 
struck a panic into my heart which I did not 
attempt to disguise. The thought of voluntarily 
throwing ourselves into the hands of these cruel 
savages, seemed to me an act of mere madness; 
and almost equally so the idea of venturing into 
the valley, uncertain by which of these two 
tribes it was inhabited. That the vale at our 
feet was tenanted by one of them, was a point 
that appeared to us past all doubt, since we 
knew that they resided in this quarter, although 
our information did not enlighten us further. 

My companion, however, incapable of reskting 
the tempting prospect which the place held out 
of an abundant supply of food and other means 
of enjoyment, still clung to his own inconsiderate 
view of die subject, nor could all my reasoning 
shake it. When I reminded him that it was 
impossiblerfor either of us( to know an3rthing 
wltii certainty,/ apd when I dwelt upon the 
horrible fate we should encounter were we 
ra^y to descend into the v«dley, and discover 
to^late the enrorwe had committed, he replied 
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by detailing all the evils of our present con- 
dition, and the sufferings we must undergo 
should we continue to remain where we then 
were. 

Anxious to draw him away from die subject, 
if possible — for I saw that it would be in vain 
to attempt changing his mind — I directed his 
attention to a long bri^t unwooded tract of 
land \diich, sweeping down from the elevations 
in the interior, descended into the valley before 
us. I then suggested to him that beyond this 
ridge might lie a capacious and untenanted 
valley, abounding with all manner of delicious 
fruits ; for I had heard that there were several 
such upon the island, and proposed that we 
should endeavour to reach it, and if we found 
otu: expectations realised we should at once 
take re^ge in it and remain there as long as we 
pleased. 

He acquiesced in the suggestion; and we 
immediately, therefore, began surveying the 
country lying before us, with a view of deter- 
mining upon the best route for us to pursue; 
but it presented little choice, the whole interval 
being broken into steep ridges, divided by dark 
ravines, extending in parallel lines at right 
angles to our direct course. All these we would 
be obliged to cross before we could hope to 
arrive at our destination. 

A weary journey ! But we decided to under- 
take it, though, wr my own part, I felt litde 
prepared to encounter its fatigues, shivering and 
burning by turns with the ague and fever ; for I 
know not how else to describe the alternate 
sensations I experienced, and suffering not ? 
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little from the lameness which afflicted me. 
Added to this was the £untness consequent on 
our meagre dieth^^ calamity in whidi Toby 
participated to the same extent as myself. 

These citoumstances^however, only augmented 
my anxiety to reach a place which promised ns 
fdenty and repose, before I should be reduced 
to a state which would render me altogether 
unable to perform the journey. Accordingly 
we now commenced it by descending the almost 
perpendicular side of a steep and narrow gorge, 
bristling with a thick growth of reeds. Here 
there was but one mlode for us to adopt We 
seated ourselves tipcm the ground, and guided 
our descent by catching at the canes in our 
path.^ The velocity with which we tiius slid 
down the side of the ravine soon brought us to 
a point where we could use our feet, and in a 
short time we arrived at the edge of the torrent, 
which rolled impetuously along tiio bed of the 
chasm. 

After taking a refreshing draught from the 
water of the stream; we addressed ourselves to 
a much more difficult undertaking than the last 
Every foot of our late descent had to be regained 
in ascendkig the oppoi^te side of the gorge — an 
operation rendered the less agreeable from the 
consideration that in these perp^Klicular episodes 
we did not progress an^ hundred yards on bur 
journey. But, ungmtefiil as the task was, we set 
about it with exemplary patience, and after a 
snail-like progress of an hour or more, had scaled 
perhaps one-half of the distance, when^ the fever, 
which had left me for ia while, returned with such 
violence, and accompanied by so mging a thiisti 
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that it required all- the entrefttfes of Toby to 
prevent me from losing all the fruHs of my late 
exerticm, by precipitating myself madly down 
the cliffs we had just cUmbed, in quest of the 
water Y^ch flowed so t^ptingly at their base. 
At the moment ail my hopes and fears appeared 
to be merged in this one desire, careless of the 
consequences that nught result frdm its gratiflca- 
ticm. I am aware. of no feeling, either of 
pleasure or of pain, that so completely depdves 
One of all power to resist its impul»9s» as this 
same raging, thiist. 

Toby earnestly conjured me to continue the 
aSQ^it, assuring me that a litUe more exertion 
would bring us to the summit, and that then in 
less than five minutes we should £nd ourselves 
at dSie brink of the stream, which must necessarily 
flow on the other side c^ the ridge. 

" Do not/' , he ^claimed, " turn back, now 
thiit we have proceeded thus far ; for I tell you 
that neither of us will have the courage to repeat 
the attempt, if once more we find ourselves 
looking up to where we now are Ccom the 
bottom of these rocks I '' 

I was not yet so periectly beside myself as to 
be heedless of these representations, and there- 
fore toiled on, ineffectually endeavouring to 
appease the thirst wl^ich consumed me, by 
thinking ^t in a short time I should be able 
to gratify it to my heart's content. 

At last we gained the top of the second 
elevation, the loftiest of those I have described 
as ext^ding in parallel lines between us ai^d 
tiie valley we desired to readi. It commanded 
a view of the whole intervening distance; an^^ 
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discouraged as I was by other circumstances^ 
this prospect plunged me into the very depths 
of despair. Nothing but dark and fearful chasms, 
separated by sharp crested and perpendicular 
ridges as &r as the eye could reach. Could we 
have stepped from summit to summit of these 
steep but narrow elevations we could easily 
have accomplished the distance; but we must 
penetrate to the bottom of every yawning gulf, 
and scale in succession eveiy one of the 
eminences before us. Even Toby, although 
not suffering as I did, was not proof against £e 
disheartening influences of the sight. 

But we did not long stand to contemplate it, 
impatient as I was to reach the waters of the 
torrent which flowed beneath us. With an 
insensibility to danger, which I cannot call to 
mind without shuddering, we threw ourselves 
down the depths of the ravine, startling its 
savage solitudes with the echoes produced by 
the falling fragments of rock we every moment 
diskxlged from their places, careless of the 
insecurity of our footing, and reckless whether 
the slight roots and twigs we clutched at 
sustained us for the while, or treacherously 
yielded to our grasp. For my own part, I 
scarcely knew whether I was helplessly falling 
from the hdghts above, or whether the fearful 
rapidity with \(^ich I descended was an act of 
my own volition. 

In a few minutes we reached the foot of the 
gorge, and kneeling upon a small ledge of 
dripping rocks, I bent over to the stream. 
"What a delicious sensation was I now to ex- 
perience 1 I paused for a second to concentrate 
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all my capabilities of enjojrment, and then 
immerged my lips in the clear element before 
me. Had the apples of Sodom turned to ashes 
in my mouth, I could not have felt a more 
startling revulsion. A single drop of the cold 
fluid seemed to freeze every drop of blood in 
my body; the fever that had been burning in 
my veins gave place on the instant to death-like 
dulls, which shook me one after another like so 
many shocks of electricity, while the perspiration 
produced by my late violent exertions congealed 
in icy beads upon my forehead. My thirat was 
gone, and I ^rly loathed the wdter. Starting 
to my feet, the s^ht of those dank rocks, oozing 
forth moisture at every crevice, and the dark 
stream shooting along its dismal channel, sent 
fresh chills through my slnvering frame, and I 
felt as uncontrollable a desire to climb up 
towards the genial sunlight as I before had to 
descend the ravine. 

After two hours' perilous exertions we stood 
npon the summit of another ridge, and it was 
with difficulty I could bring myself to believe 
that we had ever penetrated the black and yawn- 
ing chasm which then gaped at our feet Again 
we gazed upon the prospect which the height 
commanded, but it was just as depressing as the 
one which had before met our eyes. I now felt 
that in otur present situation at was in vain for us 
to think of ever overcoming the obstacles in our 
way, and I gave up all thoughts of reaching the 
vale which lay beyond this series of impedi- 
ments ; while at the same time I could not devise 
any scheme to extricate ourselves from the diffi- 
culties in which we were involved. 
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Thq repiQt^st .id€» pf returning to Nukuheva, 
unless fi,$sured pf our vesseFs jd^)artuei never 
once entered my mind, and tndeea it was ques- 
tic^ftblie whether w^ could haye succeeded in 
reacWjpg it, divided as we .wore from the bay by 
a distant we cpuld not compute, and perplexed 
too in our. r remembrance of localities by our 
recent wanderings. Bedsides, it was unendurable 
the thou^t of retracing our steps and rendering 
all our painful exertions of qo avail. 

There is scarcely anythjiig when a man is in 
difficulties that he is more disposed to look upon 
with abhorrence than a right-about xetrc^;r^de 
movement — a systematic going-over of the 
already trodden ground; and especially if he 
has a love of adventure, such a course appears 
^ldescribably repulsive^ SQ long as there rem^uns 
the least hope to be derived from braving untried 
difficulties. 

It was this feeling that prompted us to descend 
the opposite side of the elevation we had just 
scaled, although with what definite object in view 
it would have been impossible fpr either of us to 
telL . 

Without exchanging a syllable upon the sub- 
ject, Toby and myself simultaneously renounced 
the design which had lured us thus far — perceiving 
in each other's ^countenances that desponding 
expres^on which speaks mpre eloquently than 
wprds. 

Together we stpod towards the close of this 
weaiy day in the cavity of the third gorge we 
bad entered, wholly incapacitated for any further 
exertion, until restored to some d^tee of 
strength by food and repose* 
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We seated ourselves upon the least uncom- 
fortable spot we could select, and Toby pro- 
duced from the bosom of his frock the sacred 
package. In silence we partook of the anall 
morsel of refreshment that had been left from 
the morning's repast, and without once i»o- 
posing to violate the sanctky of our engagement 
with respect to the remainder, we rose to our 
feet, and proceeded to construct some sort of 
shelter under which we might obtain the ^leep 
we so grfcatly needed. 

Fortunately the spot was better adapted to our 
purpose than tiie one in which we had passed 
tiie last wretched night. We cleared away the 
tail reeds from a small but almost level Int of 
gtound, and twisted them into a low basket4ike 
hut, whiich we covered with a profusion of long 
thick leaves, gathered from a tree near at hand. 
We disposed them thickly all around, reserving 
only a slight opening that barely permitted us to 
crawl under the shelter we had thus obtained. 
. These deep recesses, though protected from 
the winds tiiat assail the summits of tiieir lofly 
8i<ks, are damp and chill to a degree that one 
would hardly anticipate in such a climate; and 
bdng im|)rovided with anything but our woollen 
frocks and thin duck trousers to resist the cold 
<rf the place, we were the more solicitous to 
render our habitation for the night as com- 
fortable as we could. Accordingly, in addition 
to what we had already done, we plucked down 
all the leaves within our reach and threw them: 
in a heap xtvei our little hut, into which we how 
crept, raking after tis a reserved supply to form 
ourcoudi* 
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That night nothing but the pain I suffered 
prevented me from sleeping most refreshingly. 
As it was, I caught two or three naps, while 
Toby slept away at my side as soundly as 
tiiough he had been sandwiched between two 
Holland sheets. Luckily it did not rain, and 
we were preserved from the misery which a 
heavy shower would have occasioned us. 

In the morning I was awakened by the sono- 
rous voice of my companion ringing in my ears 
and bidding me rise, I crawled out from our 
heap of leaves, and was astonished at the change 
which a good night's rest had wrought in his 
appearance. He was as blithe and joyous 
as a young bird, and was staying the keenness 
of his morning's appetite by chewii^ the soft 
bark of a delicate bratich he held in his harRi, 
and he recommended tiie like to me as an 
admirable antidote against the gnawings of 
hunger. 

For my oi^n part, though feeling materially 
better than I had done the parecec^ig evening, 
I could not look at the limb that l^d pained 
me so violently at intervals during tte last 
twenty-four hours, without experiencing a sense 
of alarm that I strove in vain to shake off. Un- 
willing to disturb the blow of my comrade's 
spirits, I managed to stifle the complaints to 
which I might otherwise have g^ven vent, and 
calling upon him good-humouredly to speed our 
banquet, I prepared myself for it by washing 
in the stream. This operation ccMicluded, we 
swallowed, or rather absorbed, by a peculiar 
kind of slow sucking process our respective 
morsels of nourishment, and then entered into 
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a di$cussion as to the steps it was necessaiy for 
lis to pursue. . . 

"Whafs to be done now?" inquired I, 
rather dolefully. 

" Descend into that same valley we desciitd 
yesterday," rejoined Toby, widi a rapidity and 
loudness of utterance that, almost led me to 
suspect he had been slyly dev6uring the broad* 
side of an ox in some of the adjoining thickets. 
" What else," he continued, " remains for us to 
do but that, to be sure? Why, we shall both 
starve to a certaiiity if we remain hare ; and as 
to your fears of those Typees-^epend upon it, 
it is all nonsense. 

" It is impossible that the inhabitants of such 
a lovely place as we saw can be anything else 
but good fellows ; and if yoa choose rather to 
peri5i?vridi hunger in one of these soppy caverns, 
I for one prefer to chance a bold descent into 
the valley, and risk the consequences." 

"And who is to pilot us thither," I asked, 
'* even if we should decide upon the measure 
you propose? Are we to go again up and 
down those, precipices that we crossed yesterday, 
until we reach, the place we started from, and 
then take a flying leap firom the clifis to the 
vaUey?" 

'♦'faith, I didii't think of that," said Toby; 
".sure enough, botii sides ;of the valley appeared 
to he hemmed in by preci{»ces, didn't tiiey ? " 

" Yes," answered I, " as steep as the sides of 
a line-of-battle ship, and about a hundred times 
as high." My companion sank his head upon 
his breast and remained for a while in deep 
thought. Suddenly he sprang to his feet, whi^ 
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his qres lighted up with that gleam oC intelU- 
gence that marks the presence of some bright 
idea. 

"Yes, yes," he exclaimed; "the streams all 
nm in the. same direction, and must necessarily 
flow into the valley before they reach the sea; 
all we have to do is just to follow ^s stream, 
and sooner or later it will lead us into the 
vale." . . 

" You are right, Toby," I exclaimed, " you 
are right ; it must conduct us thither, and 
quickly too ; for, see with what a steep iodi- 
nation the water descends." 

" It does, indeed," burst forth my companion, 
overjoyed at my verification of his theory, " it 
does indeed ; why, it is as plain as a pi^e4ta£ 
Let us proceed at once; come, throw away all 
diQse stupid ideas about the Typees, and hunah 
for the lovely valley of the Happars I " 

" You will have it to be Happar, I see, my 
dear fellow ; pray Heaven you may not find your- 
self deceived," observed I, with a shake of my 
head. 

" Amen to all that, and much more," shoated 
Toby, rushing forward ; " but Happar it is, for 
nothing else than Happar can it be* So glorious 
a valley — such forests of bread-fruit trees-»— such 
groves of cocoa-nut — suchwildernesse3ofguava- 
bushes 1 Ah, shipmate i don't linger bdiind : 
in the name of all delightful fruits, I am dying 
to be at them. Come on, come on ; shove 
ahead, there's a lively lad: never mind the 
rocks ; kick them out of the way, as I do ; and 
to-morrow, old fellow, take my word for it, we 
shall be in clover. Cpme on ;" and so saying, 
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he dashed along the ravine like a mad man, for- 
getting my inability to keep up with him. In 
a few minutes, however, the exuberance of his 
spirits abated, and, pausing for a while, he per- 
mitted me to overtake him. 
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CHAPTER IX 

Perilous Passage of the Ravine— Descent into the Valley. 

The fearless confidence of Toby was contagious, 
and I began to adopt the Happar side of the 
question. I could not, however, overcome a 
certain feeling of trepidation as we made* our 
way along these gloomy solitudes. Our pro- 
gress, at first comparatively easy, became more 
and more difficult. The bed of the watercourse 
was covered with fragments of broken rocks, 
which had fallen from above, offering so many 
obstructions to the course of the rapid stream, 
which vexed and fretted about them, — ^forming 
at intervals small waterfalls, pouring over into 
deep basins, or splashing wildly upon heaps of 
stones. 

From the narrowness of the gorge, and the 
steepness of its sides, there was no mode of 
advancing but by wading through the water; 
stumbling every moment over the impediments 
which lay hidden under its surface, or tripping 
against the huge roots of trees. But the most 
annoying hindrance we encoimtered was from 
a multitude of crooked boughs, which, shooting 
out almost horizontally from the sides of the 
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chasm, twisted themselves together in fantastic 
masses almost to the surface of the stream, 
affording us no passage except under the low 
arches which they formed. Under these we 
were ohUged to crawl on our hands and feet, 
sliding along the oozy surface of the rocks, or 
slipping into the deep pools, and with scarce 
light enough to guide us. Occasionally we 
would strike our heads against some projecting 
limb of a tree ; and while imprudently engaged 
in rubbing the injured part, would fiiU sprawling 
amongst flinty fragments, cutting and bruising 
ourselves, whilst the unpitying waters flowed 
over our prostrate bodies. &l2oni, wormipg 
himself through the subterranean passages of the 
Egyptian catacombs, could not have met with 
greater impediments than those we here en- 
countered. But we struggled against them 
manfully, well knowing our only hope lay in 
advancing* 

Towards sunset we halted at a spot where we 
made preparations for passing the night. Here 
we constructed a hut, in much the same way as 
before, and crawling into it, endeavoured to 
forget our sufferings. My companion, I believe, 
slept pretty soundly; but at daybreak, when we 
rolled out of our dwelling, I felt nearly dis- 
qualified for any further efforts. Toby pre- 
scribed as a remedy for my illness the contents 
of one of our little silk packages, to be taken 
at once in a single dose. To this species of 
medical treatment, however, I would by no 
means accede, mudi as he insisted upon it; and 
so we partook of our usual morsel, and silently 
resumed our journey. It was now the fourth 
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day since we left Nuloiheva, and thJe gna'Wfa^ 
of hunger became painfully acute. We were 
fidn to pacify them by chewing the tender bark 
of roots and twigS, whidi, if they did not afford 
us nourishment, were at least swefet and pleasant 
to the taste. 

Our progress along the steep watercoiose wai* 
necessarily slow, and by noon* we had tiot 
advanced mdrei than a' mile. ' It Was somewhere 
near tins part of the day that tiseiioise'of faUing 
waters, whidi we had Mndy caught in the eftrly 
morning, became more distinct ; and it was not 
long before we were arrested by d rocky precipicd 
of nearly a hundred feet in depth, that e^tteiMed 
all across the channel, and Over which the wtfd 
stream poured in an unbr^)kfen leap. Oft either 
hand the walls of the ravine presented thdr 
overhanging sides both- above and below the 
fall, affording no means wiiatever of avoi^ng 
the cataract by taking a circuit round it. 

"What's to be done now, Toby?" said I. 

"Why," rejoined he, "as we cannot tetre^ 
I suppose we must keep shoving alonig." 

"Very true, my dear Toby; but how do 
you propose accomplishing that desirable 
object?" 

" By jumping from the top of the fall, if there 
be no other way," imhesitatbgly replied my 
companion : **it will be much the quickest way 
of descent ; but as you are not quite as active 
as I am, we will try some other way." 

And, so saying, he crept cautiously along and 
peered over the abyss, while I remained wonder^ 
ing by what possible means we could dverccfme 
this apparently insuperable obstruction. As sood 
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as my. compasSo^ had compleled Us surveyi 
I eagerly inquired, the lesuk. 

** The result of my observations you wish to 
know, do you ? " began Toby, deliberately, with 
one of bis odd loo^: " weU, m^iad^ tiie^resuh 
of my ohservatiDDS is veiy qtuddy imparted. 
It is at i^eaeDt uncertain which of oor two necks 
will haye tt^ honour to be brdcen. first; .but 
about a hundred to one would be a fiuc het in 
&vour of the man who takes the first jiimp^Y . 

*'Tben it is an impossible (bing,.is/it?V 
inquired I, gloomily. 

*'No, shipmate; on the contiaiy,. it is the 
easiest thiog in Ufe : the only awkward. pomt is 
^ sort of usage which our unhap^iiinhs. may 
leceive when we axxive at the bottomi ^d. what 
sort of travdyting trim we shall be in aftwHards^ 
But follow me now, and. I will diow you the 
ody chance we have,'' 

WiA this he condiKted me to the nerge of 
the cataract, and pcnnted along the sfide.of the 
Gurine to a number, of: cunGiiis4ooking roots, 
SCHne thfee or £our inches, m ttackness,' and 
several £^ long, which after tamtiogamii»ig the 
fissures of the rock, shot popendiaSaily fix>m it 
and ran tapering to a point in tbelaic, iianging 
ova: the gulf like so many darl^iicicles.. They 
ccnered nearly the entiresur&ce of one.side of 
the gorge, the lowest of them xeadnng ^ven to 
tbewatfir« Many weoemoss-groivnahd decayed, 
widi .their extremities snapped short, ofi^ and 
those in ^e immedi^^e vicinity of th& fieil were 
slippery with moisture. ^ , 

Toby's, scheme^ and it was a .despemte one 
was to intrust ourselves to thesQ treach^ov 
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looking roots, and by slipping down from one 
to another to gain the bottom. 

" Are you ready to venture it ? " asked Toby, 
looking at me earnestly, but widiout saying a 
word as to the practicability <^ the plan. 
. "I am," was my r^y ; for I saw it was our 
only resource if we wish^ to advance, and as 
for retreating, all thoughts of that sort had been 
long abandoned. 

After I had sonified my assent, Toby, witJiout 
uttering a single word, crawled along the dripping 
ledge until he gained a point from whence he 
could just reach one of the largest of the pendent 
roots; he shook it— it quivered in his grasp, 
and when he let it go it twanged in the air like 
a strong wire sharply struck. Satisfied by his 
scrutiny, my light-limbed companion swung him- 
self nimbly upon it, and twisting his legs round it 
in sailor fashion, slipped down e^ht or ten feet, 
wheace his weight gave it a motion not unlike 
that of a penchilum. He could not venture to 
descend any further ; so holding on with one 
hand, he with the other shook one by one all 
the slender roots around him, and at last, finding 
one which he thought trustworthy, shifted him- 
self to it and continued his downward progress. 

So far so well; but I could not avoid comparing 
my heavier frame and disabled condition inth 
his%ht figure and remarkable activity ; but there 
was no help for it, and in less than a minute's 
time I was swinging directly over his head. ^ As 
soon as. his uptumedeyes caught a glimpse of 
me, he exclaimed in his usual dry tone, fot 
the danger did not seem to daunt him in -the 
least) ''Mate» do me the kindn^s not to foU 
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until I get o«t of your way;'' and then swing- 
ing himself moire on one side, he continu^ 
his descent In the mean time I ciiutiously 
transferred myself from the limb down which 
I had been slipping to a couj^e of others that 
were near it, deeming two strings to my bow 
better than one, and taking care to test their 
streug th before I trusted my we^t to tiiem. 

On arriving towards the end of ^le second 
stage in this vertical journey, and shaking the 
long roots which were round iaie, to my con- 
stemation they snaf^ped off one after another 
like so many pipe stems, and fell in fragments 
agadnst the side of the gulf, splashing at last into 
the wateis beneath. 

As one after another die tr^cherous roots 
y^ded to my grasp, and fell into thetotrent, my 
heart sank within me.. The brandies on which 
I was suspended over the yawning chasm swung 
to and fro in the air, and I expected them every 
moment to* snap in twain. Appalled at the dread- 
ful &te that menaced me, I chitdiefd frantically 
at the only laijge root which remained near me, 
but m vain; I could not reach it, thou^ my 
fifi^iers- were within a few inches of it Again 
and again I tried to reach it, until at lengthy 
maddened with the thought of my situation, I 
swayed myself violently by striking my- foot 
s^amst the side of the rock, and at the instant 
tiiat I appioached die large root caught des- 
perately' at k, and transfeired myself to it. It 
vibrat^ violently 4mder the sudden weight, but 
fortonately did not give way. 

.My bxain gcew dizzy widi the Idesi of the 
frightful risk I had justirun, Sind I involurtfai^ 
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dpsed B^iy '^yes ,to' shut o^t tfee view of the: depth 
beneath me. Fot the instant I ^as^ safei, and I 
uttered a devout ^jiK^Hh^ion of; thai^csgivkig for 
my escape. . 

" Pretty .^11 done/' ^o^ted Toby iindietneatb 
me ; " you are nimbler than I thought you to- be 
-chopping about, up there from root: to root 
like apy, younj^ squirrel. M $o(m as you have 
diverted y<?urself sufficiently^ I would advise you 
toproce^' : . , . 

" Ay^, Ay^, Toby> all in good time: two or 
thr^e moresuchfamous.roots.asthis^and I shall 
be vfithyoyJ' 

The re8idu0 of my dowm/^fard progress was 
comparatively easy ; the roots were, in ^ealer 
abuxKlapcek.aiid in otit^ or two plao^s jutting t>ut 
points icrf. rode .aissi$ted me greatly*. In a few 
moments I was Standing. by the side of my 
compamoB. ' - . ! ' 

Sub^tuting a stout stick for the. one I had 
thrown amde'at the top. of the pr^cipice^ we now 
continued GF^r course along the bedfof the saviiie; 
Soon we were saluted by «t sound in advaiice, 
that ^rew by degrees louder and louder/ a» the 
noise of (Jie cataract we were. leaving- behind 
gradually died on 0ur ears. ' ■ : i 

" Awther precipice tot us, Toby. ■' 

" Very good ; wec^ desoerid themry yotj km>w 
— cptmeon." : , i * .: 

Nothiog indeed appejaredto depress or intimi^ 
date.this • idto|)id iyiosr* : Typees or Niagaras, 
he >Aras Sis ready toi engage one as.theotb^, afid 
I could not avoid a tbcHisand times iCdsigratuiating 
myself upo^ hsivijjtg^suoh a oompamon ia an 
oiiterpsriseKkeitheipijesent:^ /. : i 
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the verge of another fall, still Ifeftiar thsfli the 
'.pi!€ciedipgfiai¥i'^nfced bdth dibo^ ana below 
:wi& the same steep maissee of it)€;k, prteaiting, 
howeverfliereand them rtati^^ ih^giilar ^ledges, 
.sis{q[>erdn^ a shaUDW soil, on wMch ^0?tn vanety 
of bushes and trees, whose bright vehiare con- 
; tsasted^ bdautiftjUy -^with' ttie^ ftJamy ^wtfeni that 
»fioiwed4)^cwfeiiitbem'.^' ^' -» -•- ^ • -> • '• ' ' 

T<*fv'^h€^ ihvarfeblyp a^ti6d ai^ ^rteer, noW 
-{>focQedttd 4» »eii<ir^6to6. : Ott? 4»S''*ettirtii he 
i3S{k>Tted that the' shdves o^ rockr ort oiir' right 
.would ^latiler- lis Uy gkm mih little risk the 
bottom^^oftke^diun^t. Accotdingly, l^vingf the 
^jed df *he^«ti?eatb at the vety point' where it 
<limd«;ed ddwn; we' began crawling along one 
of Ifcttse sloping! i^ge^ 'tinlil it carried Us to 
VKOMn^ a^Mw feet <df knotiiei^^that iiicMed dbwti- 
wavd^at a sdll ^a^rper anigle^ and u|)oh which, by 
assisting ea^h other,'we inanaged to alight in 
safety. Wef warilfcrept along tl^,s{(eadying our- 
selves liyi the Bisdfed'reotS'Qf^eshrUbsthat clung 
to^ever^ fissure. As we proceeded, the narrow 
paA iyeoafeae i^tiU m^re contracted, rendaing it 
4iiictilt.f0r lis to mainuinotit Ibo^ng, until sud- 
denly, as we reached an filhgie ^ the waLll of 
rockiWh^ we had* exflected it Ita widen, we 
perceJ^ed ta^DUt cofiitematlon that a yard oi: 
two further Ott4t libiftfptJy lemiinAted at a place 
we could not possibly hope to pass. 

Toby as usual led the van, and in silenfce I 
waited 'td'leal^^fro^ hifti how( he proposed to 
eSBtricalte?%i^ ftom thb new dtfRciilty. - ^ 

■^W%»^tny boy,''l ejwlfeitoed, aftet theex^irair 
tio0iof6e¥^al minutes, during whith time- b'^ 
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comfWiiQ» had not uttered: a word;. **. whafs to 
be done^owB" . . 

• He ^replied . m a tranquil tone^ that probab^ 
the best thiog we could do in our present strait 
was to get ou^ o£ ijb as soon as possible*^ 

" Y^ifmy. doar Toby, but tell me iow'we are 
togetcArtof it." 

'* Something in this sort of style," he relied ; 
and at the same moment tj[>my horfociie ^pped 
«id^ways oflPtt^ rock> and as I then. thought, by 
goQd fortune n^erely .alighted among the spread- 
ing branohes of ^ species ' of patet^ ttmf that 
shooting its hardy roots along a ledge below, 
curved it§ trunk upwards :iQto the ^r«aiui:pre- 
^ented a thick mass of foliage alxmt twenty 
feet below the spot where we had tbu$ suddenly 
been b^oiiight to a stand still. I involuntarily 
h^ld my breath, ^jipiecting to see, the^(oan of my 
companion^ after being sus^ined for a mocaient 
by the branches of the tr^, ^ink tturough their 
ir^ support, and fall headlong, to the bottom. 
To my.s^prise and joy, however, he; recovered 
himself, and disentangling his .limbs from > the 
fractured branches, he peered out from his leafy 
bed, and shoi^ted lustily, ^*Come oa,.mybea]ty, 
^bere is no other ajterpative ! " and; with this 
Ix^ ducked beneath the Ullage, at>d slipping 
down the trunk, stood in a moment at least 
fifty feet beneath me, upon the broad sluelf 
of rock from which sprung the tree be had 
descended.- 

* What would I. not have giv^i at that moment 
to have been by his side I The feat Jxe had 
j^$t;accofifip],i§hed seemed, little less tbtw mira- 
<:ulous, and I jcould hardly credit the evidence 
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of my isenses when i saw tfie wide distance 
that a single darmg act had, so suddenly placed 
between us. 

Toby's animating^ " Come on ! " again sounded 
in my ears, and dieading to lose all confidence 
in mysdf i if I jrerimmed meditating upon the 
step, I once mote gazed down to assure myself 
of the relative bearing of the tree and my own 
jposition, anditbni closing tt^ eyes iod uttecbotg 
one: coBQprdiensive ejaculation of prajrer, I in- 
clined myself over towards ihe abyss, /and after 
one breathless instant fell with a crash into the 
tree, the. brandies isnapping. and ciackling >with 
my weig^t^as I sunk lower and lower among 
them, until I was stopped by coming in contact 
wilii a stiirdy limb. 

In a few moments I was standing at the foot 
of the tree, manipulating myself all over wl^ a 
view of ascertaining the extent of the injuries I 
hsti^, received* To my surprise, the ^illy effects 
c^ my feat were a few. slight contusions too 
trifling to care about The rest of our descent 
was. easily accomplished, and in half an hour 
after regaining the. ravine we had partaken of 
our evening morsel» built our but as usuaU and 
csawled imder its shelter. 

The next morning, in spite Of our debijity and 
the agony of hunger nmder which we were now 
suffenngy though neithear of us confessied to the 
fact, we struggled along our dismal and still 
difi^cult and dangerous path, cheereJd by the 
hope of soon catching at glimpse of the valley 
before /US, and towards evening the vpice of 
a cataract, which had for some lime sounded like 
a low deep bass to the music of the smaller 
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watcitfalls, broke tipon lotr roBiln in (^stiH londen 
tones, ai^assored us that we were appfoa«±dng 
its vicinity. . J 

' iThat' evening: ire' stood '<»i/tiie .brink of a 
precipitie,* over which the dark .stoeam bou|ide<I 
in t)ne final kap' of Inllithreerhimdred feet The 
shaavdescenttenrnnatbd in tiseongionwe so Jong 
had sooght. . Oa either side of the iidi» two lof^ 
and p^t^^sdiculaf bM^ bnttrcsa^Jthe sides of 
^e inoniiDqs cliff; and projected into 'Ijhriftea of 
verduie with which the valley ' waved, i^nd a 
range of simibtrpibjectingieBiinences stood dis- 
posed; ixt a half circle aSoatrthe liead of ^ the 
tale.> A thick canopy of trees 'hmg: over tte 
very irerge of tiie ia^lO leavingan arched apqrtcnre 
for the passage of the waters, whi^ii. imparted 
a stranger pictttresqueness ts(» ^e scene. ^^ ^ 

The val% was now before us; but instead 6f 
being cohduoted in^ its ^smiling bosom by. the 
gradual descent of the deep water-coinrse we 
had thus far pursued, all our labours, xiow^ 
appeared to have been' rendered futile by ics 
abrupt termination. . But, bitterly disapix)intad^ 
we did not' entirely despair. ^ . 

As it was^ riow near sunset we determined' 
to pass the night where We were, and :on tbe 
monrow, refreshed by sleep and by eating at 
one meal all our stock of food, toaccjompli^ 
a dest^nt into the 'valley, or perishc ^in. the 
attempt. . , 

We laiid ourselA^st djDwn that night (Hi a spoiv 

the tecolkction of which still makes:nie shuddenl 

A small't^^le of rock yAiidi pfojccted over ^le 

precipice on one side of the stream, and was- 

^^ed- by the spcay of ^e fall, sustained a 
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boge trunk of a tree which most have/ beea 
deported there by some heavy freshet. It lay 
obliquely, trith one end resting, on the rock 
and the other .supported by ^ side of the 
ravine. Against it we placed in a sloping 
direction a number of the half decayed bougl]^ 
that were strewn about, and covering the whole 
with twigs and leaves, awaited the morning's 
light beneath such shelter as it afforded. 

During the whole of this night the continual 
roaring of the cataract — the dismal moaning of 
the gale through the trees — ^the pattering of the 
rain, and the profound daricness, afifected my 
spirits to a degree which nothing had ever 
before produced. Wet, half famished, and 
chilled to the heart with the dampness of the 
place, and nearly wild with the pain I endured, 
I fairly cowered down to the earth under this 
multiplication of hardships, and abandoned my- 
self to frightful anticipations of evU; and my 
companion, whose spirit at last was a good deal 
broken, scarcely uttered a word during the whole 
night. 

At length the day dawned upon us, and rising 
from our miserable pallet, we stretched pur 
stififened joints, and after eating all that re« 
mained of our bread, prepared for the last stage 
of our journey. 

I will not recount every hair-breadth escape, 
and every fearful difficulty that occurred before 
we succeoled in reaching die bosom of the valley. 
As I have already described similar scenes, it 
will be sufficient to say that at length, after great 
toil and great dangers, we both stood with no 
Ihnbs broken at the head of that magnificent 
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valet Trtiich five days before had. so suddetdf 
burst upon my sights asod alniost beneath the 
shadows of t^ose very dlifis from iibose summits 
we had gazed upon the prospect. 
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CHAPTER X 

The Head of the Valley— Cautious Advance-^A Path— • 
Flfuiti--Discoveiy of Two of the Natires^-Their 
Singular Conduct— Api»coach towards t^e InhnlntDd 
Parts of the Vale— Sensation produced by our Ap- 
pearance — p.eception at the House of one of the 
Natives. 

How to obtain the fhik which Mre fdt conYinced 
must grow neat at hand was our first thought ^ 

Typee or Haj^par? A frightful death at the 
bandg of the fiercest of cannibals, or a kindly 
reception from a gentler race 'of savages ? 
Which? But it was too late now to discuss 
a question which wtmld so soon be answered^. 

The part of the vaUey hi which we found 
ourselves appeared to beaMogeC^er uninhabited. 
An almost impenetrable thicket extended from 
side to sidci without presenting a single plant 
affording the ' nourishment we had confidently 
calculated uponj and with this object, we 
followed die course of the stream, casting qiiick 
glances as we proceeded into the thick jungles 
on either hand. 

My companion-*--to whose solicitations I had 
yielded in descending into the valley-^now that 
the step was taken, began to manifest a degree 

105 „;tizedbyG00C^ 



v|o? , Typ«i5 



I.I 



bread-fruit shoot, perfedily pfeen, and with the 
tenjd^r harjc freshly slaript from it. It was still 
slippery with moisture, and appeared as if ^ 
had been but that :mQ9i^3t thrown aside. I 
said nothing, but merely held it. up; ta Toby, 
who stajrted at this uodeniatble evld^ce of the 
vicinity, of the savages^: 

The plot was now; ithickening. A i^ort 
disl;ance further lay. a littte fagot iof the same 
shpots bouiid together with a strip of bark. 
Could it have been* thrown. down by some 
solitary native who, alarmed at seeing us, had 
hurried forward tp carry the tidings of our ap* 
proach to hisicountxymer>? Typoe or Happar? 
But it w^i too Jate to recede, so t»e: moved on 
slpwly, my companion in. advance, casting eager 
glances under the trees on either side, until all 
at onc^ I saw hii^ recoil as. if stung) by an adder. 
Sinking on bis kneej he waved, xm 'Off with one 
hand, while with the other he held aside some 
intpvenii^ leaves, and igazqd intently at some 
object . :. 

. Disregarding his injunction^ I: quickly ap- 
{MToached him, aivi caught ^^ glimpse of two 
figures partly hidden by the de^eifoU^e; th^ 
were standing close itogether, andyetej perfectly 
motionless. They must have previously per- 
ceived us, and withdrawn, into the d^tl^ of the 
wood to elude our observation. 

My mind was at pnce made up* Dropping 
my staff, s^d tearing openth^.pac^agecof Sungs 
we had brought from the ship, I unrolled the 
cotton cloth, and holding it in on&hand> plucked; 
with the other a twig from the bushes beside 
me, ^nd. telling T<Ay to follow my example, I 
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brp^e through the covert and advanced^-wavitig 
the branch in token of peace, towards the shrink- 
ing forms before me.. 

They were a boy and girl,, slender iand grace- 
ful, and con^pletjely. naked, with the eicceptioQ 
of a slighjl; girdle of baik, from which depended 
at opposite points ^o of the russat. leaves of 
the brea4^fruit tree^ An i^rm of the. boy, half 
screened from s^ht by her wild >trl^s8e5t wa» 
thrpwa about the neck, of die girl» while with 
the other he l^ld.one ojf her band& itx bis; dnd 
tbos they stood tjogether, their heads inclined 
forward, catching the faint noiae .lit itiade ia 
our process, and with pne foot Jn advance, as 
if half inclined to fly frprp our presence. : . 

As we drew near their alaim evidently in- 
creased. Apprehensive that they might % from 
us altogether, I stopped sbort and motioned 
them to advance and receive the gift I en^tended 
towards theip> but, they ^rould, Jftot; I thea 
uttered a few words of th^ir language with which 
I was acquainted, scarcely expecllipg that they 
would understand me, but to show that we*had 
not dropped from th^ clouds upon them. This 
appeared to give them a little confidence, so I 
approached nearer, presenting the, cloth with 
one hai^drand bqlding the bough w^h the other,, 
while t^y slojwly retreated^ , At last they 
sufiered us to approach so i^ar to. them that 
we were enabled to throw the cotton cloth 
across ttieir shoulders, giving, them to imder- 
stand that it was their?, and by a . variety of 
gestures ^ndeavoi^ing to mak^ them understand 
that we, entert^ne^j^hQ bighept possible regard 
for them. , • 
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resounded intii' sariage outcries, and the natives 
came running towards us from every direction. 

Had an i army of invaders made an irruption 
into their territory they could not haive evinced 
greater eMcitenaent. . We ^ere soon completely 
encircled by a dense throng, and in their eager 
desire to b^K>ld us they ^almost arrested our 
progress ; : an equal., number surrounding our 
youthful guid^, who with amazing volubility 
appeared to be detailing . the >cirjcumstances 
wluch bad attended their, meeting with us. 
Every item of intelligence appeared to redouble 
the astonishment of the islanders, and they 
gazed at m with inquiring looks. 

At la^t we reached a ktrge and lumdsome 
building of bamboos, and were by signs told to 
enter it, the natives opening a lane for us. through 
which to pass ; on entering without ceremony, 
we threw our exhausted frames, upon the mats 
that covered the. floor* In a njiom^pt the slight 
tenement was completely full of people, ,>vh&st 
those who were unable to obtaia admittance 
gazed at us through its open: cane-work. 

Jt was now evening, and by thedin^ light 
we could just discern the savage, countenances 
around us, gleaiiiing with wild curiosity and 
wxjnder; the naked: forms and tattoo^ limbs, of 
brawny warriors, with hfere and there the slighter 
figures of young girls,- all engaged in a perfect 
storm of conversation^ of whi^h we were of course 
the one only theme ; whilst our recent guides 
were fully occupied in answering the innumer- 
able questions .-which -every one put to them. 
Nothi]^ caa exceed the fierce gesticulatipn of 
these people when animated in Qonversationi 
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and on this occasion tfaey gave loose to all -dictr 
nattural viTacity^ shoirtii^ and dancing aboak in 
a manner that wdl-nigh intimidated ns. 

Close to where we lay, squatting upon their 
haunches, were some eight ^r ten noble-^looking 
chiefe^for sudi they subsequently proved to 
be— who, more reserved tiian the rest, regarded 
us with a fixed and stem attention, which not a 
fittle discomposed our equanimity. One of them 
in partidilar, who appeared to be the highest in 
laiik^ placed himself directly facing me ; looking 
at me with a rigidity of aspect under which I 
absolutely quailed. He never once opened his 
lips, but. maintained his severe expression' of 
conntenanceiy without turning his face aside for 
a single moment Never before had I b(sen 
subjected ta so strange and steady a glance ; it 
revealed nothing of die mind of the savage, but 
it appeared to be reading my own. 

After undergoing this scrutiny till I grew ab- 
solutely «nervous» with a view of diverting it if 
possible, aind conciliatii^ the good opinion, of 
the warrior^ I took some tobacco from tie bosom 
of my frock and. offered, it to him. He quietly 
rejected the profieifed gift, and, without speaking, 
motioned me to return, it to its place. 

In my previous intercourse with the natives of 
NukubevaandTior, X had found that the present 
of a small piece of tobacco would have rendered 
any of them devoted to my service. Was this 
act of the chief a token of his enmity ? Typee 
or Happar ? I asked within myself. I started, 
for at the same moment ti:ds identical question 
was/asked by the strange being, before me.. I 
tuMied to TQi>y ; the flickering, light of a native 
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taper showed me bi? countenance pale villi 
trepidation at this liatal ^^nestion. I paused fnr 
a second, and I knov pot by what impiilse 
it was that I answered "Typee." ^e piece 
of dusky statuary nodded r^in approval, and 
then murmuted " Motarl^ee ! " — ** Motarkee," 
said I, widiout further besitation-t-" Typee mo^ 
tarkee." 

What a Iransitiofi ! The dark figures around 
us leaped to their feet, clapped thdr hands in 
transport^ and shouted again and again ^e talis* 
manic syllables, the utterance of wMdi appeared 
to have settled everything: 

When this commotion had. a little subsi<fe(l^ 
the principal chief squatted once more before 
me, and throwing himself, into a sudden rage, 
poured forth a string' c£ philippics, which 1 was 
at no loss to understand, from the frequent re* 
currence of the word Happar, as being directed 
against the natives of the adjoining iialley. In 
all these denunciations my companion and i 
acquiesced, iwhile we extolled the diarabter of 
tiie warlike Typees; To be sure our paiKgyncs 
wre somewhat laconic, consisting in the Tepe* 
tition of that name, united widi the potent 
adjective "motarkee." But this was sufficient, 
and served to conciliate the good will of the 
natives, with whom our congeniality of senfi- 
ment on this point did more. towards in^iiing 
a Mildly feeling than anything else that could 
haye happened. 

At last the wralh of the chief evaporated^ and 
in a few moments he was as placid as ever. 
Laying his hand upon his breast, he now gBOfe 
me to understand that his nam^ iwras " Mehevi,* 
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and tliat, in return, he wished me to <;ommuni- 
cdte ny: appellation. I hesitated fo^ €m ifistant, 
thinkix]^ that it might be difficult Igyr him to 
proiiounce my.iteal name, and then with the 
most praiseworthy, intentions intitnated that t 
was known as ^' Tom" But I «ould not have 
made a worse sdection; the chief could not; 
maiter it; "Tommo^'^ "Tomma," "Tomttiee," 
everyttengJ bi|t pbm *^Tam" As he persisted 
ingarnishii^ the wotd w^ an additional syllable^ 
I eompibmised the n^atter with him at ^e word 
** ToBotmo/'^and by t^at name I went during the 
ezxthre x^cnod of my: stay in the valley. The 
same proceeding was gone through with Toby; 
whose meUifiuDUs appellation was more easily 
cai:^t } 

Aaiexchai^ of names is equivalent to a rati^ 
fication of good will, and amity among these 
simple people ; imd ^s we were aware of tins 
foct,we were delighted that it had taken.pkce 
on the present occasion. 

. RdcHnihg Upon our maits, we no^ hM a kind 
of iletvee; giving audi^de to successive ttoops of 
the natives, w^ introduced themselves to us by 
pr(Mioiincs^ their Dei^iective names,' ai^d retired 
m high goodvhomourron'Teceiving ours in return. 
DuEing this ceremony J 'the ^greatest merriment 
ptevaMed, nearly every announcement on the 
paftx>f the risl^der^ being followed by a fresh 
saliy.of gaiety, which induced me to believe that 
some of them- at least were innocently divert* 
mg theecnnpany at o«r Expense, by bestowing 
upon thems^ves a string of absurd titles. Of the 
homoib? 6f which we w^e of course entirely 
ignorant . 
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All. this occupied about an hour, when the 
throng hftvusg a little diminished, X turned to 
Mehevi axld gave .him to understand that ire 
were in need of. food and sleep. Immediately 
the attentive chief addressed a few wc^ds to* one 
of the crowd, who disappeared^ and returned in 
a few moments with a calabasi> of "poee-paee," 
and two or thtee yoang Coooawiuts stripped of 
their husks, and with their riaells partly broken. 
We both of us foi:thwitih placed • one of these 
natural goblets, to our lips, and drained it io a 
moment of the refreshing. draught it contained. 
The poee-poee was then: placed before us, and 
ev0n famished as I was, I paused to consider in 
what manxier to convey it to my mouth. 

This staple article of food among the Mar* 
quesejslanders is manufac^iaredfrom die.produce 
oi the by^adrfruil; tree* Jt somewhat tesembte 
iia its plastic nature our: bookbinders' paste^ is 
of a, yellow Colour, aiid. somewhat tart to the 
taste. ) . .•. 

S|ich,wa$ the:dish, thj© merits of which I was 
now e^^r to discuss. I eyisdat wistfully for a 
mpmeQt, jsoid then unabie any longer to stand on 
cerempnyi plunged my haiwi into the yidding 
mass^ and to the boisterous mirth of the natives 
drew^ forth laden with the poee-poee, which 
adbesred in lengthy strings to eVeiyifipgefw So 
stubborn, w^ its consistency^ that in conveying 
my heavily .freighted haad to my jnputh, the 
connecting links almost raised the: calabash from 
the mats on which- it had been piacesd. This 
display of awkwardness— in which, by* th© by, 
Toby kept me company — convulsed the by-» 
standers with uncontrollable laughter. 
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As soon 3S their menizaeot had someidiat 
subsided, ;M€tbeviy motiomng us to be attentiTe; 
xUpped the forefioger of his rigfat:hand in the 
disbt and giving, it a rapid and sdentific twiri, 
drew it out coaled souxHfaly with the prepara* 
tion. With a second peculiar flourish he pre* 
vented the poee-'poee from dropping to the 
ground fus he raised it to his mouth, into irhkh 
ttte fii^g^ was inserted and drawn forth pei> 
fectly free frokn.any adhesive matter. This 
performance was eviddntly intended * for our 
instruction ; so I again essayed the feat on 
the principles inculcated, .but with very ill 
success. 

A starving man, however, little heeds con- 
ventional proprieties, especially on a South-Sea 
Island, and accordingly Toby and I partook of 
the dish ^fter our own chimsyfashioQ, bqpdasteiv 
ing our faces all ov^ with the glutinous com^ 
pc^uMj,. and. daubing our hands nearly to the 
wrist This kind of food, is by no meims dis^ 
agreeable to the palate of a European, though 
at first the ixKxle lOf eating ;it may be. For my 
owi^'part, after the lapse of a few days I becaitie 
accustomeid to its singular flavour, and I grew 
remadW>Jy fondofit* ': 

So much, for the first ctnirse; several odier 
dishes follow^ it, some of w3udi were po^-^ 
tively deliciptiSk , We concluded otir banquet 
by tossing ofif: the contents of two move yomig 
cocoa-nuts, oft^ whiich we regaled ourselves with 
the soothing fumes of tobacco, inhaled from a 
quaintly carved pipe^r^hicb passed round tlss 
circle.- ... • > - ' ' 

During, the repast^ the. natives eyed us with 
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mtense.cor&sity^obsemng our mimstefst Hfotions, 
andiappeanig to:di5COTer abundant 4natt^ fo^ 
comment dni ^ most trifling occurrence. Thdr 
surprise inotinted the highest, ^henWvr^ began to 
remove ouc Juncomfoitsi^ ganftemts, which were 
saturated witfc rain/ They eeann^d' the white^ 
ness ttf Qur Inx^s, and seemed uttorlj^ unable to 
aocdunt for the contraet they presented to the 
swarthy hue of oiur 'faces, ^nibiK)wiiied ftbtit a six 
months\ exposure to the scorching sun of the 
line. They felt bur skin, much in' the same 
way tiiat a silk mercer would handle a ' retoark-^ 
ably fine piece of satiu; and some Of tiiem iwfent 
so far in their investigation as to aj^ly ^ 
ol£tctory organ. 

Their singular T>ehavioiff almost le(I aie t6 
imagine that tiiey never before had ' beheld 
a^ix^e man; but a few moments' refiedtion 
convinced me that thi»' could' not have been 
the case) and a more satisfactory reason for 
their conduct has since '^ggebted itself to my 
ndind. , : . ' . * ^ 

Deterred by the inghtfcl>stories tdited^6f its 
inhabitfahts, i^ips never miet this bay, Mile 
^leir hostile rdatiohs witsh* the bribes' in the ad^ 
joining valleys prevent the Typee& from risitihg 
that section of the island where' vessels "oo^sion- 
aHy He. At lon^ Intenrals, however, some intrepid 
c^>tain will(toodi on the skirts of the bay, with 
two or three armed boats' crews, and accom-' 
panied by an inter{^eten 'Hie natives who live 
near the sea descry the i^smgers long before 
they readi their^ ^ters, 'and ^ware Of &e pur-* 
pose for which they come, proclaim loudly thtf 
news of th^ir approach* By a speclis of vocal 
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fdegmpb. the intelligence - reaches the inmost 
recesses of the vale in an inconceivably short 
spacoe of time, drawing nearly its whole popular 
tion down to the beach laden with every, variety 
of ihtit. The. interpreter,, wl^ is invariably a 
" tabooed kanaka^'* ^ leap ashore with the goods 
intended for barter, while the boats, with their 
oars shipped, and every man on his thwart, lie 
just outsdde the surf, heading off feom the shore, 
in readiness at the first untoward event to escape 
to the open sea». As soon as U^ traffic is con* 
dtided, one of the boats pulls in tmder ,cpver of 
the muskets of td&e others, the fruit is quickly 
thrown into her, and the transient viiiitprS pe-* 
cipitately retire- from what they justly consider 
so dangerous-a vicinity. 

The interccKirse occurring with Europeans 
being so restricted, no wotider that the inba^ 
bitants of the valley manifested so. mucb curir 
osky with regard to us,, appearing as wei did 
among them under mdx sbgular circumstances. 
I have no dbubt that yre were the iust white 
men who evet penetrated thus far back into their 
territories or at least the first who bad ever 
descended from the heiud: of the^ vale. What 
had' brought us thither must have appeared 

. * The word ** kanaka *' is at the present day universally 
used in the South Seas by Europeans to designate the 
islanders. In the -various dialects of the principal groups 
it is simply a sexual designation applied to the males } 
b^t it is now'uis^ by: the natives in their inbercjotirse 
with, foreigners in the same sense in which the latter 
employ it. ' 

A' *• Tabooed kanaka " is sUr islandei' whose person 
Ii^s bit^ oiade to a eertaih esttent sacred by the opera* 
tion^f a$iBgiilar custtom berealtec to be «Kp)ainiedi 
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ft complete <myslery to them, and frotn our 
ignorance of the language it was impossible for 
us to enlighten thieiii/ In answer to inquiries 
which 'tbe^ eloquence of itheir gefilHi?es enabled 
Qsi6comprehen()y all that we could reply was, 
that we had come froia Nukuheva, a place, be 
it Tdmembered, with which. they were at open 
war. This intelligence appeared to affect them 
wto the most lively emotions. "Nukuheva 
mbtarkee ? " they asked; Of coutse we replied 
most energ^caliy in the negative. 

They then plied iis with a thousand questions, 
of which we( could understand nbthing m&fe than 
that they had'reference to the recent movanents 
of the Ftenoh, gainst whom' they seemed to 
cherish the most fierce hatred. So eager were 
they to obtain information on this point, that 
they still coakinued to propound their queries 
long after we had shown t|iat weWere utterly 
unable to* answer th^m. OcdaMonally we caught 
some indistinct idea of tbm mbaning, when we 
would endeavour by every method in our power 
to communicate the desired intelligence. ^ At 
such times their gratification wafr boundless, and 
they would redouble ^liieir efforts to make us 
comprehend them more perfectly.' But all in 
vain; and in the end they looked at us despair- 
ingly, as if we were the receptacles of invaluable 
information y but Jiow to come at it they knew 
pot. • M . V- ., . 

After a while the group around us gradually 
dispersed, arid we were left about midnight (as 
we conjectipred) with tiiose who appeared to be 
perman^it residents of the house. These in- 
dividuals now |)rovided us with fresh mats to 
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lie upon, covered us with several folds of tappa, 
and then extinguishing the tapers that had been 
burning, threw themselves down beside us, and 
after a little desultory conversation were soon 
sound asleep. 
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CHAPTER XI 

Midnight Reflections — Morning Visitors— A Warrior in 
Costume— A Savage iEsculapius — Practice of the 
Healing Art — Body Servant — A Dwelling-house of 
the VaUey described — Portraits of its Inmates. 

Various and conflicting were the thoughts which 
oppressed me during the silent hours that 
followed the events related in the preceding 
chapter. Toby, wearied with the fatigues of the 
day, slumbered heavily by my side; but the 
pain under which I was suffering effectually pre- 
vented my sleeping, and I remained distressingly 
alive to all the fearful circumstances of our 
present situation. Was it possible that, after all 
our vicissitudes, we were really in the terrible 
valley of Typee, and at the mercy of its inmateSi 
fierce and tmrelenting tribe of savages ? 

Typee or Happar? I shuddered when I re- 
flected that there was no longer any room for 
doubt; and that, beyond all hope of escape, we 
were now placed in those very circumstances 
from the bare thought of which I h^ recoiled 
with such abhorrence but a few dikys before. 
What might not be our fearful destkiy ? To be 
sure, as yet we had been treated with no 
violence; nay, had been even kindfly and hos- 
pitably entertained. But what dependence could 
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be irito!)e(} ^pon the fickie possibn^ wbkh sway 
the bosom of a savage ^ His. momataaicy aiid 
treacbeiy aiiQ provorbialA* Mighjt it not be that 
beneath tbeae Mr rappearances the idaztdera 
covei^ed soine peifidious design^ and .that theic 
€dendlyjre(^ption of us xoi^bt only pxeced^some 
hoiribte eatastiophe? How stroilgly did Ihese 
fotebtKJybgs spring up in my mind as I iay resfc^ 
lessly upon a couch of mats, surrounded by the 
dtiiij^;rerededfc^ms oi those whom I so^g^atly 
dreaded.. 

, > Frcmt&eiexicitement ofi^iese fearful thoughts 
I ^sank^omarda morning into an tmeaay Momba: ; 
and oti ilwaking^ witha adart, in the midst of 
an.iappaUing dseam;. looked up into the eager 
OQiintgnanoes 'o£ a nxunbet of the natives, who 
were bending over me. 

, Itnnras bread day; and'the house was nearly 
filled. with youi^v females, fanciMly decorated 
with, flowers, who gased upon me as I rose with 
fatesrin: which, cfaoldish. delight and curiosity 
wemijnrividiy portrayed. After waking Toby* 
they ,aeated ithemsehses round us on the mats^ 
and ga«ei fiill play to that prying inquisitiveness 
whidi. time but tk mind has been attributed to 
the ador^le seix. . 

As .these unsophi^cated young creatures were 
attended by no ysakms duennas^ their proceed^ 
in@Sn.weie. altogiether informal, and void of 
artificial Testnunt. Long aad minute was the 
invest^tion with iriiich they honoured us, and 
so iipr(!»rioiis their mirth, that I fek infinitely 
sheepish ; .and Toby wte inuneaaurably outraged 
at their familiarity. 
u. These Uieely. young ladies were at the sar 
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time wbhderfolly polite ahd humane; famiing 
aside'tioe insects that oOcastonally ligl^;ed on our 
brows; |)res^nting us with foodj and compas- 
SBomMy regawirng me in the tniddt of my 
afflictiont^. But in i^ite of all then: blandii^- 
mente, my feeHhgs of propiiety were exceedingly 
shocked, for I could not but consider thetnas 
having overstepped ihe due limits of female de« 
cOtum. --"■ / ' •' ': i; ' . 

Haying diverted themsdves to their hearts* 
content, our young visitants now withdrew, and 
gave place to successive troops of the other sex» 
who coi!itipued -flocking towards ^ house until 
near Tuoon ; by whidi time I have no doubt that 
the greater part of the inhabitants of the valley 
had bathed themselves in the Hght of our 
benignant countenances. . 
. At lasti when their numbers began to diminish, 
a saperb4ookmg warrior stoop^ the tow^ing 
plmnes of his h^-dress beneath tiie low portal, 
and ervtered the house. I saw at oiicetbat he 
was some distinguished parsonage, tihe na^es 
r^aiding him with the utmost deference, and 
making room for him as he approached. His 
aspect was imposihg; Thespkiidid long droop- 
ing tail-feithers of the tropical bird, thickly 
uiterspersed with the gaudy plumage of /the 
cockf were disposed in an immei|se tiprigt^ 
semicircle upon, his head, their lower extremities 
being fixed ia a d^^cent of grnnea-^beads. which 
spanned* the forehead. Around his neck were 
several enormous necklaces of boars' ti>sks, 
polished jBks ivory, and disposed in such' !a 
manner as that the longest and largest were 
tqpoa his capacious chest. Thrust £c»iivard 
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through die laaige apertures in his ears were two 
^xiall atwl finoty shaped spermr^i4iale teeth, 
pofesentit^ tibeiir cavbaes in froat, stuffed with 
freshly pkickted Iwtves, and^coriousiy wrought at 
the <Hbef end. ibto straiige little images and 
device&i These . bdirharic trinkets, garnished in 
this manner at their open extremities, and taper^ 
ing wd curving, round -to a point behind the 
ear, resembl0d:nota little a pair c^^omuco^ias. 

The loins of the warrior were girt about with 
heavy f<^dA of a da^^cohxired tappa/^ hanging 
before mid hdbdnd ia clusters of braided tai^&fe, 
wbilj9 anklets .and bracelets of K^rliiig human 
hair completed bis unique <x>stnme: In hfs 
ri^t • hand he grasped a beaiitifiilly carved 
paddle-^pear, neaHy ^fteen feet in lengthy made 
of tlie blight koax*l<rood| one eind sharply pointed, 
af^d the cS^er flattened like an oar-blade; Hang- 
ing obliqudy.fifom his girdle by a loop of sinnate 
was ^, richly^ decofated plp^ the -slendet reed 
fonning its stem wais colonred witbra red pig« 
ment^ andrto^md it^ as well as the idol-bowl, 
fluttered littlestreamers of the th&inesttappa.' 

But/ that which was most i^marica&le in' the 
appear^ce of the si^ndid islander was the 
elab(»ttted tabooing dist>layed on every noble 
limb* t All imaginable lines and curves and 
figures were delineated over his whole body, 
and in their grotesque variety and infinite pro- 
fusion I could owly compare them tothe crowded 
groi^mig^ Qf 3quaint patterns we sonkefcifiies'See 
ip^ costly pieces of lace-work. Thfetmost simple 
and remarkable of all these- omaments was that 
yAncb decorated the countenance bf t^ chief. 
Two. broad stripes of tattooing*, diverging frotr 
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the* centre^f hfe shaven; ctow^y tMkfivt^^Gt&sd^ 
botiieycls-^-i«tahiing tbehdfr-^ lat liwte betow 
e^ierear,; where tiiey iBtttJedwitikiiMiother stiifie 
wbidb swepthi aistzai^ Snealobg ^fhe lips iuid 
formed the i base of the : triangle. ' Thep warridii 
frpjQ iht excelience lOf^has iphysical jtroportiidiw, 
iQ^ht jOert^tmly have beeri regarded as one of 
Nature'is nbbi^men; and the :lme$ dmwn ^pon 
bis fecennay possiblf have denoted bis ;^&lMd 
rank. ... .- ■ ■ ' . \ '^''^ 

This wariHke peisbnage, upon; enterkig ' lh& 
bouse, isJBated himself at^meidistiance fk]^the 
spot Wl^m Tx>b7 and myself fe|K>sed* viMlt 
the rest of tixe savages looked atemat^f- f^ 
US to him, as.if dn expectation of S0fnethihg4^ 
were disappdintied ui not pereeivingr Ki^atding 
the chief attentively^ i dioaght his^ litieafnents 
appeaSred fiaihiliar to me; . As soon^ as his 4tSi 
face was tum^d^upoii me^ and I again behiSid 
its extraordinary embellishment, and itiet Ihe 
strange gaze to which I had been subjected'^ 
preceding night, I immediately;' In &{>it^* of 
the alteration in his appearance, recognised dl^ 
noble.Mehevi. On addressing him, headvkneed 
at once in the most cordial maUiner, and, gre<^ 
ing me warmlyy seemed to enjoy hot a little the 
effect his barbaric costume had produced upon 
me, 

I forthwith determined ta s^curej if possibte^ 
the good will of this individual, ds I ^a^ 
perceived, he was. a man of great authoi^ in 
Ins tribe) and ohe who might exert a powerii^ 
influence upon. oar isubs^quent fkte; In ^ 
endeavour i was not repulsed ; for nolhit^ 
could, surpass die friendliness, he ma^est^ 
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towards both my companion and myselfi He 
extended his sturdy limbs by our side, and 
endeavoured to maJce us comi»rehend the full 
extent of the kindly feeUngs by which he was 
actuated. The almost insuperable difficulty in 
communicating to one pother our ideas affected 
the chief with no little mortification. He evinced 
p, ipreat desire to be enlightened with reganl to 
the. customs and peculiarities of the btoS 
country we had 1^ behind us, and to which 
under th^ name of Maneeka he frequ^ly 
alluded. 

ISxLt that which more than any other subject 
engaged his attention was the. late proceedings 
of ^ the " Franae," as he called the French, in 
the neighbouring bay .of Nukuheva. This seemed 
a oever-fnding theme with histiy^and one con- 
cerning which he was never weaiy of interrogate 
ing us. All the information we succeeded in 
^np^uting to him on this subject was little, more 
than that we had seen si;c men-of-war lying. in 
the hostile bay at the tin^e we had left it^ When 
he received this intel%ence, M^evi, by the aid 
of his fingers, went through a Ipng numerical 
calculation, as ifo estimating the number oi 
JPt^cbix^m the squadron might contain. 
o It was just after employing his faculties in 
this .way that he happened to notice the swelling 
in my limb. He imn^diately examined it with 
^ utmost.: attention, and after doing so 
4eppatdiied a boy who happened to be standii^ 
hj-nfith some mes^ge. 

lAftf^r the lapse of a few moments the stripling 
ffl:«^teredth6 house with an aged islander, who 
f^a^ have been taken for old Hippocrates 
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himselt His head wais as bald as the polished 
surface of a cocoa-nut shell, ivhich article it 
prfcdsely resembled in smoothness and colour, 
while fe long silvery beard swept almost to his 
girdle of bark. Ekieircling his temples was a 
bandeair of the twisted leaves of the Omoo- 
tree, pressed closely over 'the brows to shield 
Ms feeble vision frofn the glare'Oir the sun. His 
tottering feteps were supported fey a long slim 
staff, resembling the wand with which a theatrical 
magician appears on the stage, and in one hand 
he carried a freshly plaited fan of the green 
leaflets of the.cocoa^riut'trefe. A flowing robe 
of tappa, knotted over the shoulder, hung loosely 
round his stooping form, and heightened the 
venerableness of his aspect. 

Mehevi, saluting this old gentleman, motioned 
him to a seat betWeen^ud, and then uncovering 
my limb, desired hini to examine it. The leech 
gazed intently from liae *t6 T6bfi and then 
proceeded to business. ' After diligently observ- 
ing ihe ailing member, he commenced manipu- 
lating it ^ and on the supposition probably that 
^complaint had deprived the leg of' all 
sensation, began to pinclv and hammer it in 
such a manner that I absolutely roared with 
the pain. Thinking that I was as capable of 
making an appiicaticHi of thumps and pibdies 
to the part as any on^ else, I endeavoured to 
Msist this species of- medical treatment But 
it was not so easy a matter to get out of the 
clutches of the old wizard; he^fiistened <^ the 
unftwtunate limb as if it were something 'for 
which he had been long sedcing, and mutt^h^ 
sokne kmd of incantation ooiitinued his discipHii^ 
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poimding it after a fia^oh tiiat setme wdl nigh 
crazy; while Mehevi, upon the same pTiAci^ 
which prompts an affectionate mother to hold a 
struggling diild in a dentist's chair, restrained 
me in his powerfiilgrasp^ and actually encouraged 
the wretch in hi^ infliction of torture. 

Almost frantic \lri^ rage land pain, I yelled 
like a bedlamite; while Toby, throwing^ himself 
into all the attitudes of a posture-master, vaiidy 
endeavoured to> expostidate with the natives by 
signs and gestures. To have lodced at my 
companion,.as, sympathizing with my.sufierpigs, 
he strove to put an end to them, one would 
have thought that he was the deaf and dumb 
alphabet incanmted. Whether my tormentor 
yidded to Toby's entreaties, or paused from 
sheer iexhaustion, I do not know; but all at 
once he ceased his operations, and at the same 
time^ the chief relinquishing his hold upon me, 
I fell back, faint and breathless, with the agony 
I had endured. 

My unfortunate limb was now left much in 
the same condition as a rump-steak after under^ 
going the castigatii^ process which precedes 
cooking. My physician, having recovered from 
the fatigues of his exertions, as if anxious to 
make amends for the pain to which he had 
subjected me, now toc^ some herbs out of a 
little wall^ that was suspended from his waist, 
and moistening them in water, applied them to 
the inflamed part, stooping over it at the same 
time, and either whispering a spell, or liaving a 
little confidential chiat with some imaginary 
demon located in the calf of my leg. My 
limb was now swathed in leafy bandages, and 
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grate fill to Frovidenberfoc tiid cessation of Eostili- 
tiies^ iwas sofiSeiedto r^...' •- ^ 

Mehevi. shortly after vose to depait^ bat 
before he went he spoke autiiofitatively to one 
oftlienatives'wbom headdressedasrKQry^Kory ; 
and from the littie I could understand of vr^ 
took place, ppihted hhn trot to me as a man 
whose pecoliar buaness henceforth Would be 
t6 attend upon my person. I am not <:eitain 
^t I comprehended as much as this at the 
time^ but the Subsequent conduct of my. trusty 
body servant fblly assured me that such nmst 
• have been the case. 

I could not but be amused at the manner in 
which the chief addressed me upon tins occasion, 
talking to me for at least fifteen o!r twenty 
minutes a^ calmly asif I could understand every 
word that h^ sai(L I remarked this peculiarity 
very, often afterwards in many other Of d^ 
islanders. 

Mehevi having now departed, and die family 
physician having likewise made his exit, we 
were left about sunset with the ten xjr twelve 
natives, 1^0 by this time I had ascertained 
compbsed the housdiold of which Toby and I 
were members* As the dwelling to iriaich we 
had be^n first introduced %as the place of my 
permanent a(bode while J remained in the valleys 
and as I was neicessarily placed upon the most 
intimatd footing with its occupants, I may; as 
well here enter into a little description of it and 
its inhabitants. This description will 2^ply also 
to nearly' all the other dwelling-places in the 
vale, and will ifumishsome idea of the generally 
of the natives^ , " 
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Near bi^l side of fhe YaH^,,aod ibont mid- 
way up the ascent of a rather abrupt rise of 
groiihd ^f^ving with the richest verdure, a 
nuniber of ^large stones Were laid in siiecessive 
courses, t^ the hdght of nearl)^ eight feet, and 
disposed in such a manner that iheir level surface 
corresponded in shape wrUh the habitation which 
was perched tipott it. A narrow -space, however, 
was reserved in fh)ht of the dwelling, upon the 
summit of this piile of stones (called by the 
natives a "pi-fi"), wMch being enclosed by a 
little pocket of canes, gave it somewhat the 
appearance of a! verandah. The frame of the 
houto was consliucted of large bamboos planted 
tipri^tly,'and secured together at intervals by 
transverse stalks of tibe light wood of the hibiscus, 
lashed witii thongs of bark. The teax of the 
tenement — built up with successive ranges of 
cocoa-nut boughs bound one upon another, with 
their leaflets cunningly woven together^inclined 
a little from fee vertical, and extended from the 
extreme edge of the •* pi-pi" to about twenty 
feet from its surface ; whence the shelving roof 
— ^thatched with the long tapering leaves of the 
pahnetto^Ioped steeply off to within about five 
feet of the floor; leaving the eaves drooping with 
tassel-like appenidages over the froht of the habi- 
taticwi. This was coristnicted of light and elegant 
can^d, in a kind of open screen work, tastefully 
adorned with bindings of variegated sinuate, 
which served to hold together its various parts. 
The sides of the house were similarly built ; thus 
presenting three quarters for the circulation of 
the air, wnile the irtiole was- impervious to ti^ 
rain. 
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In length this picturesque .b\|ilding was per- 
haps tiwelve yards, while ii> breadth it could not 
have exceeded as many feet So much for the 
exterior J which with its wire-like reed-twisted 
sidesi not: a little remmded: mq of im immense 
aviary. 

Stooping a little, you passed through a narrow 
aperture in its front ; and facing you, on enter- 
ing, lay two long,^ perfectly straight, ^md well- 
polished trunks of the cocoa-nut tree, extending 
the full length of the dwelling; one of them 
p^ced closely against the rear, and the other 
lying parallel with it some two yards distant, the 
interval between them being spread with a mul- 
titude of gaily worked mats, nearly all of a dif- 
ferent pattern. This space formed the commcm 
couch and lounging-place of the natiyes^ answer- 
ing the purpose of a divan in Oriental coimtries. 
Here would they slumber through the hours of 
the night, and recline luxuriously during the 
greater part of the day. The remainder of the 
floor presented only the ^ool shining surfaces of 
the laige stones of which the ** pi-pi *" was com« 
posed. 

From the ridge-pole of the house hung sus- 
pended a number of large packages enveloped 
iu; .coarse tap^j some of which contained fes^ 
tival dresses, and various other matters of the 
wardrobe, held in high estimation. These were 
easily accessible by means of a line, which, 
passmg qver the ridge-pole, had; one end attached 
to a bundle, while with the other, which led to 
the side of the dwelling and was there securedi 
the lockage could be lowered or el^yated at 
pleasure. 
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Agftinst. the fiufther miU bf. thehotme wer^ 
atmnged in tasteful figures a varietur of speais 
and fif^tmh and o&er implements of savage 
vi^arfkrei Ou^ide of the habitation, ahd' built 
upon the piftzzaJike area ih its front, was a little 
shed used al a sort of larder* or pantry, and ih 
which were stored various articles of domestic 
use and oonvfenience. . A: few .yards from, the 
^-pi was a large shed built of Coooa-niit boughs, 
where the process of prepslring the ." poee-poee ** 
was carried on and all xUH^ry operations at*' 
tended to^ I : ' . . . 

Thus mudi for the house, ahd ks appurte-^ 
nances ; and it will be readily acknowledged 
that a. more Commodious and iappoopriate dvell* 
ing for the climate and the peopfe. could jQot 
possibly :be devised. It was cool,, free to admit 
the air, scrupulously dean, and, elevated above 
the dampfiesi and impurities of the ground. , 

But now to sketch the inmates; and bere I 
claim for my tried servitor and faithfiil valet 
Kory-Koiy the precedence of a first description! 
As his character will be gradually unfolded in 
the course of my narrative, I shall for tiie present 
content myself with delineating hid person^ a^ 
peai^ace. . Kory-Kory, though the ntost: devoted 
and best-natured serving-man itr the world,, was, 
alas i a hideous ob|e<^ to l6ok ^p<to« He was 
some twenty-rfive years of age, and about sit fbet 
in height, robust and well made,.and of dke most 
extraordinary aspect His bead, was carefrtlly 
shaven, with the exception olf two drcuiac 
spots, about the sia^e lOf a dollar,, near the top of 
the cranium, where the hair, permitted to gro*' 
of an amazing lengths was twisted up. in fir 
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^t»[i]inntiknd€s,^ai^ve> bim Utat' sc^pkxsbice 
o€ bping> (l^coiated with k pair* of horns. His 
beard, ^ndcedout b^the it>ote fioxxs evc^ other 
{mrtfof :ias,foce,ira8sui&rdd to d»odp i& hakiy 
pendants, to^ of ivtiidi: gamtsAied^ bis upper 
l^)^ andr.atn equals litnolb'^ bang froEb the ex- 
trinity of his^iim; i - . *. 
'. KorpKory, {with' a- view-oif' impR)Viiig the 
buidiwbrk:of'iifl)tui!e^ titid^^^teps prompted, by 
k dcE^AtQ^'add tioithQ ie^|aging' expre^ion <^ 
his ^mnintei^aic^/ihiid^siien fit'to emfoie^sh his 
face with three broad longitudinal stHpes erf 
tattooing,' wlfich^ like thos^ ooibtty roads ^t 
go.4traiglit fiorw^ im defiance ^ all obstacles, 
crosE^d iiisi n^i^ 'organ, .descended into the 
hc^d#:of> lak eye^, ahd'even ^dotted th6 borders 
of his rmoQth.^ ' Eaeh c6mpletely ' spanned his 
pi^ioogndiny ; obe extendii^ in a line with fai^ 
eyes,. anodie;r crossing' &e face in tiiie vicmity of 
fhe^obdj'and the third SweJetdfig ^ong his lips 
from eak^^toe&r: Hiscountetumce thus tr^Iy 
hoDped,^ a^ it:^er%, wit^ tattooing, &lwa3rs: re- 
imiiddd ilner of f thbse unhappy wretches whom I 
hare s<i>metim^s observed paaing odt sentimeii^ 
taHylfrom beiiihd the grated l^r^ of sl yrisoa 
wiiMiow;: whilst'^the entire body oF my ^Vag6 
ii^et, corered^all over with repres^nt^oas of 
birds ahd fishQ^ abd la viariety of most tiiiaccount- 
able-iooMngci^tuieSy Suggested to tne the idea 
of a pidOonal rauseum* of Yiatuml li&tory, or an 
illtistrated i^CD^- of Goldfemiith's.** Animated 
Natoiej'' ( -J ^ . • 

• ^lluti it^^seemstireaUy ^h^artless in tne to write 
thus ofotlie^ tioor^ Islander, ^irhom'i owe perhaps 
tcv^is«n;eimtting attentions: the ;imiy eitist^ce 
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I nb'vf enjoy; * Kor^vRbiy, I mean tfaeendfiann 
in what I: say in regard to thy outward adon> 
mgs| but they were a little curious to my tiii»- 
accustomed sight, and tiierefore i dilate -upon 
them. But to undenate or. fbiget thy fiuthM 
serrices is somettiing I could iievet be gulHy ol^ 
even in the giddiest moment 'of my lifei; 

The father of my attached follower was a native 
of gigantic fhune, and had once possessed pro- 
digious physical powers ; but the lofty form was 
tidw yielding to die inroads of time/diough the 
hand of disease seemed never to have heea laid 
upon the ^^d wanior« Maiteyo^for audi was 
Ins name — ^appeaned to hare retired fhmi aU 
active participation in the a£Eairs of the* valley, 
seldom or never accompanying the natives in 
tbeir various 'Expeditions'; and ^mpbying the 
greater part of Mt .tnne- in durowtng up a Utde 
shed just outside the ^hon^e,' Hpoti which hie was 
engaged to pay certain ^ knowledge fen: four 
months^ widiout a^^earing to make any sensible 
advance.. L suppose the old gentleman was in 
tus dotage, for he manifested m various ways the 
characteristics whidi marjc t)iis ^artkuhor. stage 
oflife. . 

I remember in particular his having a choice 
pair of ear^maments, fabricated ft-om the teeth 
of some sea-monster. These he would alternately 
wear and takeoff at least fifty tknes in the course 
of the day, going and comihg from his little hut 
ion each occasion with all the tranquillity imagin- 
able. Sometimes slipping them through tlie'slits 
in his ears, he would seize, his' dpear-^which in 
lengdi and sUghtness resembled a fishing pole*^ 
and go stalking beneadi the shadows of th" 
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neigiibouria^ tfroive^ as if about to grre a ho^ 
tile meeting to ^ome cannibal knight. But he 
would soon return again, and hiding his weapon 
under the ptojecting eaves of the house and 
iroliii^ his clumsy- trinkets carefully in a piece of 
tappa^ would resumci his more pacific operations 
as quietly as if. he had never interrupted them. 

But despite hid eccentrkities, Marheyo was a 
^nost pat^ial and wann-heartpd old fellow, and 
in this pa^ioilar not a ilitde resembled his son 
Kory-Kory. The mother of die latter was the 
inistcess d die family, and a notable housewife, 
and a> most industrious old lady she was^ If 
she didrnbt understand ^e art of making jellies, 
jaihs, cu^ards, teaK:akes, and such like tzashy 
aiSkirs, she was profoundly skilled in the mysteri^ 
©f prepaiing *'amar," Vxweefpoec^" and ^ kokoo;** 
widi other subst^tial matters; She was a 
genuiiie busybody; busding about the house 
like axotmtry Landlady at an unexpected arrival ; 
foremer giving the young girls tasks to perform, 
rvrhich the litUe; huzzies as oftrai neglected; 
poking into every tomer, and rummaging over 
^bundles of /dd tappa, or making a proSgious 
clatter among the calabashes. Sometimes she 
might have been seen squatting upon ber 
jfaaondies in front of a huge woodm^ basin, dnd 
kneading poee^ee with terrific v^emence, 
darling the stonis pestle -about as if she woidd 
^iver the vessel riato fbigments ; on other 
-occasions, gallopmg about .th©. valley in seavdi 
of a particular land of leaf, used in some of her 
reconditeoperatiaQS, and returning home, toiling 
«tfid sweating, with a buncMe of it, under which 
most women would have sunk. 
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To tell the trufh, Koory^Kdryte motiisr- wasr 
the^ only industrioas person in lU /^e valley o€ 
Typee ; ami she ooaM not have; em^fi^red 
hoself more actively had she been left aiis 
exceedingly musadar and destitute widow, with 
an inordinate suf^ply of young childreni ini the 
bleakest part tsi- t^e civilized: world. There wa» 
XK^ the ^htest necessity.for the greater portipa 
of the labour^ perfoimed bytherold la<fy; fasit 
she: seemed to work, from . some Irresistihle 
imi^nlse f her. limbs continually swaying to and 
fro, as if these were some indefatigable engme 
concealed within her. body whkh kept* her in 
perpetual motion* . , . * • 

Never suppose that i^e was a tennagant <m: ^ 
shrew for ail this ; she had the Idndliest heart 
in the worlds ^d^cted towards. me in paiticiilac 
in a truly knatemal niajuier, odcauionally pattiiig 
some little morsel of ^dioiceifood into.my band^ 
some outlandish kind of savage. sweetmeat. oc 
pastry, like a doting ^mother peftttng a>.siddy 
urchin wit^ tarts and sugar^fdums. Warin indeed 
are my remembrances, of dbe .deac, good, 
affectionate old Tinor I 

Besides the individiials I have mendonedi 
there belongexi to the hous^ld three young 
men, dissi^ed,. good^br-notfaiz^, ^roystering 
blades of savages, who i^reie dther employed 
m proseoutihg ,love-a£^s with.' the maidens: df 
tiiertribe^ orgrew hooky on "arva" anditobaccd 
in tiie ccAhpany of congenial spnrk^ the scapfe* 
graces of the valley. 

Among lAe permanent inmates of the hoiise 
were likewise several lovely damsels, who instead 
of Jixmmmiog. pianos. and reading nqvrds^ Uor 
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mof e ' edlq; ht q6cd/ ^oung » laffiesy substituted ifor 
ihes^ !empltfyl]^nts the- maoutotai^e of a > fine 
$peotesfof tappd ; Jbnt for the ^eatar: po^tioq of 
te thxie rirafe dipping f^nom house to house, 
glldding aond .godsipibg wiitbtl»ir.aoquaintances. 
' Jrom: thje Test :of {thesQy howler, I mist 
except ih€ beaiiteous ny'mpii Faytsuivti]?, who was 
my pepuliar ^robritd. Hev free pliaht figure 
wai the tery perfeetioh of fenoiale grace and 
beauty,. Her complexion, was : a rich and 
losLn^golbm, aind when watchii^ die glow 
upon, her cheeks i ^SDiuld almost iwear that 
bencalh^th^ transparent! medium there luiked 
the blushes of a faint vermilion. The fece of 
this girl wasa rounded 6v^ and eaqh feature as 
peifecdy formed as thd hdart oar imagination of 
man (tcnild* desire. Her.fixll.lips/^>rhen parted 
widt a smile, disclosed teeth of a dazzling whiter 
pess; and when h^r rosyiriouthiopened witha 
burst oif merriment,, they looked like' the milk* 
white deeds of t^e^^arta,'':^ fniitx)f the vail^^ 
which^ when cleft in twain, shows liiem reposing 
ihiows pn either Jside, imbedded in tiie rich and 
juicy pulp. Her hair of the deepest biOwn, 
parted irreguhxly :in the middle^' flawed in 
patural linglets over h^r shoulders, and whm* 
erer krei chanced to btoopi fdl over and hid 
froipi view her lovely bosom. Gaetng into the 
3epliis< of her. strange blue eyei, ^^dien she vaB 
in a ^litemplative mood, ihey seemf^d most 
placid yet ^atifathomable; but when iibminaited 
by some lively emotion, thejr^beamed^upon tiie 
behoiQer :like stars* The hands of Fayaway 
were as soft and ddicate as those of any 
ooontess.;. for an entire esLsmp^io^Lifronrzude 
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Jftb^mriilaiks'thie gfarlhoC)(}::an4 eye^ prino^ of a 

eatpofled, weilB %^ diftunutiv^ ftnd fftir<y (jbaped 
aa those which p^p.from t^eneath the ^drts of 
a lima fcKJy** ims% The skip of ,tl?a^ youo^ 
ereatiuei ;from contmudl ablu^ons luui thdUBe 
Of molUfyingv oln^oe^ts,' w^ iocoaceivably 
SQOOOth and «oft 

I may WHDOeed, perhaps, in par^ioularisdi^g 
acwneof tbcr indiwdual f<^tur^ of Fayaway's 
beaQty» bttt.that *«ii?«al ioy^^Bs of :{Q>p(earanG^ 
iviiidf they ril tfontobmed to j^ci?»ce t will, not 
attest t3o deicri^* The easy! unstudied graces 
of a child of nature like this, breathing frofl^ 
io&acy aa: atmosfAere'iof pprp^twl ^mmer, 
ai^d fturtured by thej mayAe fmitft d Uie eanh j 
enjoying a perfect- iftreedppi: from care and 
anxiety, and rem^ed eflfectuaUyifro.pv all-ii^- 
jnrkms t$nd0Cicii$$i strike the ^e in: a manner 
which cannot be portray^ :Thi$ pi^re is np 
&xn^ skelch^^ it Is drawn from the most vivid 
lecottectiQns of the person delineated* 
. Were I asked if the beauteous form of Faya- 
wmyWasaltogetherfreefton^th^ihideous blemish 
lof taftoobg, I should be wnstraiqed <>o answer 
that itT.wtdis not Birt the practitioners of the 
ba]!bairotu» art, $0 Temonsdess in theijc inflictions 
upon the brawny Ihnbs of thei wi^ririors of the 
tnbe, seerii to be conscioiis thai it needs npjt 
the fcsoiafees of their profession to augment, the 
diatms of &e maidens of the vale. 

The females sure very little embellished in this 
iwy, and Fayaway, with all the other young 
^Is of her age, wtjre even less^ so, than thcjse <^ 
ibeir aex toorft advanced in yeaip. . The feasor 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



^40 '-: ' '-':'^•^^b^^"^^^ -..;:' 

df this pec«liJlrity ^U be' aHud6d to hfemaftfer: 
All tlie' tattobing that the nymph in question 
€^blted Upcm her pettk:)]!i nay be easily de- 
scribed: Three mmtite dots; no bigger than 
pi^headir, decorated either lip, and at a little 
di^t2»ide were notat all 'discernible. Just upon 
the ftill'^f Hie shoulder wetts drawn two parallel 
lines half an inch apart, and perhaps three inches 
,1n lefegth, the iilterv&l being filled with delicately 
execfiited figurds; These narrow bands of tattoo- 
ing, thus placed, always reminded tnle of tboae 
toipes of gdld late Worn by dflicdta in tlndress, 
and wHichwere hilkm of ^auiettes to'detiote 
<fceii:rank. . * ^ /• : ■ . - : .. '-• .■ 

♦ Thus Mweh i«^ Fayawi^ fitttOKSed— Ae 
audacious' land which iiad ^tte so far in its 
desecrating work stopi^ng short, aj^pariently 
wanting the heart to prodced. 

But I hav^ otnitted to describe the diiess *wt»n 
fyy this nymph of the' valley. 

Fayiaway — Imtist-aV0Wthefatit-i-4bf the most 
part clung loathe primitive and sbmffief garb of 
Eden. • "Ba^ how becoming the costume ! It 
i^bwed h^riine figure to thel^est possible advan- 
tage j and nothihgcotdd have been better adapted 
to her peculiar style of bea^. On ordinary oticar 
tsions she was hdbited precisely as I l^vedesoibed 
the two youtliful savages whom we had met on 
fir^t entetirig the valley. At other times, when 
ramblmg among the groves, or visiting at the 
houses of herae^aintances, shewor^ a tunic of 
whi^ kppa, reaching from 'her waist to a Kttlcy 
below the knees; and when eacposed for 00131 
length of ti^e to the sun, ^e invariably pro- 
tected herself Gccm its rays by a floatmg mantle} 
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of the same material, loosely gathered ahout 
the person. Her gala dress will be described 
hereafter. 

As the beauties of our own land delight in 
bedecking themselves with fanciful articles of 
jewellery, suspending them from their ears, 
hanging them about their necks, and clasping 
them aroxmd their wrists; so Fayaway and her 
companions were in the habit of ornamenting 
themselves with similar appendages. 

Flora was their jeweller. Sometimes they 
wore necklaces of small carnation flowers, strung 
like rubies upon a fibre of tappa, or displayed in 
their ears a single white bud, the stem thrust 
backward through the aperture, and showing in 
front the delicate petals folded together in a 
beautiful sphere, and looking like a drop of the 
purest pearl. Chaplets too, resembling in their 
arrangement the strawberry coronal worn by an 
EngliEfh peeress, and composed of intertwined 
leaves and blossoms, often crowned their temples ; 
and bracelets and anklets of the same tasteful 
pattern were frequently to be seen. Indeed, the 
maidens of the islands were passionately fond of 
flowers, and never Wearied of decorating their 
persons with them; a lovely trait in their 
character, and one mat ere long will be more 
fully alluded to. 

Though in my eyes, at least, Fayaway was 
indisputaWy the loveliest female I saw in Typee, 
yet the description I have given of her will in 
some measure apply to nearly all the youthful 
j)ortion of her sex in the valley. Judge ye then, 
reader, what beautiful creatures they must have 
been. 
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. CHAPTER .XII . 

Ofiiciousness. of Kory- Koiyt-HW Devolion-^A Bath m 
the Stream — Want oi "Refinement of the Typee 
Damsels — Btrollwith Mehevi— A Typee Hlgh-wray 
-^The Taboa Grofes-^The'Hoobh Uodlfth Grovdd 
— Tlia Ti— Time^^oTE Savages— HolpiitaUly of 
Mehevi — ^Midni^ht Misgivings — Adventure in the 
Dark — Distinguished Honours paid to the Visitors— ^ 
Strange Procession and Return to the House of 
' Mai-heyo. ) . 

When Mehevi had departed. frpm the house, a$ 
related in the preceding <;hapter, Kory^Koiy 
commenced the functions of the post assigned 
brai.r He t>rought us various kinds of f^pod; and» 
as if I were an infant, insisted iipon feeding me 
with Us owa hands. To this piroeedup I# of 
comrsci most earnestly objected, ^ut in vain ; and 
having laid f^. calabash of kokoo before me^ he 
washed his fingers in a vessel of water, and Uien 
putting his hand into the dish and roUipg the food 
into little balls^ put them coie after? another into 
my moutlu All my remonstrances against this 
measure only provoked so great a clamour oq 
his part, that I was obliged to aojuiesce; ftnd 
the operation of feeing being thus facilitated^ 
the meal wais quickly despatched. As for T.obyj 
14a 
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he w^ aUowM to help himself after his own 
fashion. 

The repast ov^r, my attendant arranged the 
mats for repose, and, bidding me He down, 
covered me with a laige robe of tappa, at the 
skme time looking approvin^y. upon' me, and 
exdbiming, "Ki-ki,anuee muee,jah ! moee moee 
motarkee " (eat plenty, ah ! sleep, very good). 
The philosophy of this sentinient I did not pre- 
tend to question ; • fOr deprived of sleep for 
several prec€fdi£ig nights, and the piain in my 
]mib having much abated^ I now fdt inclined to 
avail myseU' of the opportunit3r aibrded me. 
. The next morning, on waking, I foimd Kory« 
Kx>ry stretched out cm one side ;6f me, while.my 
companioo UjiXipoa the: otiier. I felt sensibly 
refreshed after a night of. sound repose, and 
iknmediately ag^ed^ to the proposition of my 
▼alet that. I sh<xild repair to the water and wash,: 
silthough -dreading the buffering that ^e exertion 
XElight: produce. Ft dm this apprehension, how- 
ever, I waa. quiddy, relieved; for Kory-Kory, 
Imping from the pi-pi, and then hajcking himself 
up against it, like a porter in'readaness. to 
^6ulder a tnmk, with k>ud vodferatLoois and a 
superabundance of gestures, gave me t6 under- 
stox^ that I was to i^unt upon his hack and be 
thuis transported to the stream, which £owed 
perhaps two> hundred yards from the house. 

Qnt.aippetmrioe upon the verandah in front of 
the habitation drew tbgisther quite a crowd, who 
stood JooHng. on< tod cdnversihg wiUi one: 
ano&er in the most animated ihahner. ., They 
reminded' one of &; groiip of idlers gathered 
about th^ ,^061:: of a village .tavern, .when the 
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equipage of some distinguished traveller is 
brought round previous to his departure. As 
soon as I clasped my arms about the neck of 
the devoted fellow, and he jogged off with me, 
the crow^— composed chiefly of young girls and 
hoys — follow^ after, shouting and capering with 
infinite glee,' and accompasied us to ^e banks 
of the stream. 

Qri gaining it, Kory-Kory, Wading up to his 
hips in the water, carried me half-way across, 
and deposited me on a smooth black stone which 
rose a few indies above the surface. The am- 
phibious rabble at our heels plunged in after us, 
and, climbing to the summit of the: grass-grown 
rodcs with which the bed of the brook was here 
and there broken, waited' curiously to witness- 
our morning ablutions. 

Somewhat embarrassed^ by the presence of 
the female portion of the company, and feeling 
my cheeks burning with bashful timidity, I 
formed a primitive basin by joining my hands 
together, and cooled my. blushes in the water 
it contained f then removing my frock, b^it 
over and. washed myself down to my waist in 
the stream. As soon as K-ory^Koiy compre- 
hended from my motions that this was to be the 
extent of my performance, he appeared per- 
fisctly aghast with astonishmient, smd rushing 
towards me, poured out a torrent of words in 
eager deprecation of so limited an operation, 
enjoimng me by unmistakable signs to immerse 
my whole body. To this I was forced to coo^ 
sent; and the honest fellow regarding me as a: 
froward, inexperienced diild, whom it was his^ 
duty to serve at the risk of ofiending, lifted me^ 
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from the rode, and tenderly bathed my limbs. 
This over, and resuming my seat, I could not 
avcad bursting into admiration of the scene 
around me. 

From the verdant surfaces of the large stones 
that lay scattered about, the natives were now 
sliding off into the water, diving and ducking 
beneath the surface in all directions-^*the young 
girls springing btu^antly into the air, and reveal 
ing their naked forms to the waist^ with their 
long tresses dancing about their shoulders, their 
eyes sparkling like drops of dew in the sun, and 
their gay laughter pealing forth at every frolic- 
some incident. 

On the afternoon of the day that I took my 
first bath in this vailey,^ we received another visit 
from MehevL The noble savage seemed to be 
in the same pleasant mood, and was' quite as 
cordial in his manner as before. After remaining 
about an hour, he rose from the mats, and 
motioning to leave the house, invited Toby and 
mysdf to accompany him. I pointed to my leg ; 
but Mehevi in his tmn pointed to Koiy-Kory, 
and removed that objection ; so, mounting upon 
the faithful fellow's shoulders again-r^like the old 
man of the sea astride of Sindbad-^I followed 
after the chief. 

The nature of the route we now pursued 
struck me more fofdbiy than anything I had 
yet seen, as illustratmg the indolent disposition 
of the islanders. The path was obviously tiie 
most beaten one in the valley, several others 
leading from either side into it, and perhaps for 
successive generations it had formed the prin« 
dpal avenue of the place. ^ And yet| ui^- * 
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grew more ikmifiar with its impediments, it 
earned as difficult to travel as the recesses of a 
wilderneds. Part of it swept round an abrupt 
rise of ground, the surface of which was broken 
by frequenf inequalities, and tluckly strewn with 
projecting masses of rocks^ whose summits were 
often hidden from view by the drooping foliage 
of the luxuriate vegetation. Sometimes direct 
over, sometimes evading these obstacles with a 
wide circuit, the path wound along ; — one mo- 
ment climbing over a sudden eminesice i^nooth 
with c<Mitinued wear, then descending on the 
other side into a steep glen, and crossing the 
flinty channel of a brook. Here it pursued the 
depths of a gtade, occasionally obliging you to 
stoop beneath vast horizontal branches; and 
now you stepped over huge trunks and boughs 
that lay rotting across the track. 

Such was the grand thoroughfere of Typee. 
After proceeding a little * dbtance along it — 
Kor3NKoty panting and blowing with the weight 
frf his burden — I dismounted from hisbadt, ^id 
gmsping the long spear of Mehevi in my hand, 
assisted my steps over the numerous obstacles 
Of the road ; preferring this mode of advance 
to one which, from- the difficulties of the way, 
was equally painful to myself and riiy wearied 
fcervitor. 

Oitr journey was soon at an^ end : for, scaling 
a sudden height, we came abruptly upon the 
place of our destination. I wish that it w^e 
possible to sketdi la words this spot as vilddfy 
as I reo(^ect it 

Here were aittiated the Td!)oo groves of the 
iraUcy—^ scene of maqy a prolonged feait,. of 
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maxxf i hortid rfte; Beneath' th^dfttk-^shaddv^ 
of the consecrated breacyrnit trea». there teignedb 
a solenm twilight-^a ^thedraL-like gloofm. Thft 
frightful genius of pagan jwnoiship seemed tdv 
bi^od in silence over the place» breathsng its 
^pell upon every object aionnd.- Here and 
tbere» in the depdis of these aufbl shades, lial£ 
screened from sight by/ masses of oVerfaanging: 
foliage, rose the idolatrous altars of the.savagest 
built of enonoous blocks of black and polished 
atone, i^aced^one upon another, mthout cement^ 
to the height of twelve or^fiteen feet,.aDd sUm 
i^otmted by it rustic open temple^ enclosed iv&th 
a low picket ofcanes^ wiXhin which mi^t bd 
seen, in various Stages of deoay^ oierings o£ 
bread-fruit and cocoa*nuts, and the putrefying 
i:elies of «ome recent sacrifice* 

In the midst of the wood was tine hailowed 
**hpolab hooWi" ground — set apart for the 
celebiiation of the. fantastic religksus ritual of 
thesQ people— comprising an exten^ve oblong 
pi^pii teDnina;ting at either end in a lofty terraced , 
altafi-^iarded by ranks of hideons woodoi idols, , 
and witibi the two iremainipg: ^dea flanked by 
ranges of bamboo sheds, opening- towaids' tiie 
interior of the quadrangle thus formed. Vast 
trees, standbg id the middle of tins space, aiid 
tbrowii^ over it an umbrageous shade, had their 
massive tnmks built round with sli^t stages, 
elevated a few feet above the ground, and railed 
in with canes, forming so many rustic pulpits, 
fr<^ which the priest$ harangued their devotees.. 

This holiest of spcHs was defended from 
profanation by the strictest edicts o€ the aH^ 
parvading "tiafepo/* which condemned toinstr 
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death Ae sacrilegiotis female ^6 shcndd enter 
or touch its sacred precmcts, or even so much 
as press with her feet the ground made holy by 
the shadows that it cast 

Access was had to the enclosure through an 
embowered entrance on one side, facing a 
number of. towering cocoa-nut trees, planted 
at intervals along a level area of a hundred 
yards. At the further extremity of this space 
was to be seen a building c^ consid^able size, 
reserved for the habitation of the priests and 
religioiis attendants of the groves. 

la its vicinity was another remaikable edifice, 
bmlt as usual upon ^e summit of a pi-pi, and 
at least two hundred feet in length, though not 
more thap twenty in breadth. The whole front 
of this latter structure was completely open, and 
from one end to the other ran a narrow verandah, 
fenced in on the edge of the pi-pi wi& a (Hcket 
of danes* its interior presented the appeatance 
of an immense lounging-plajce, the entire floor 
being strewn with successive layers of mats, 
l^g between parallel trunks of cocoa^iut tinges, 
selected for the purpose from thestraightest and 
most symmetrical the vale afforded. 

To this building, denominated in the language 
of the natives the " Ti," Mehevi now cdnduisted 
us. Thus far we had been accompanied by a 
troop of the natives of both sexes ; but as soon 
as we apppoadied its vicinity, the females 
gradually separated themselves from the crowd, 
and standing aloof, permitted us to pass on. 
The merciless prohibitions of the taboo extended 
likewise to ^s edifice, and were enforced by 
the same dreadful penalty that sutured the 
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Hodlsdi iEdolah grotitid from the imaginary 
pc^hition of a womaiJi's presence. 

On entering die house, I was satirised to 
see ^ six muskets ranged against the bamfboo on 
one ^side, bom the barrds of which depended 
gs many small canvas poaches, pardy fiUed 
9rith powder; Disposed about ti^ese muskets, 
like f^ cutlasses tliAt decors^ the bulkhead of 
a man-of-war's cabin, were a great variety of 
rude speai» and paddles, javelins,: and war- 
elubs. This theh, kiid> I to Tc^y, must be 
the arinottry of the tribe. 

As we advanced, iuriher along the balding, 
we were smtdt witk the' ai^pect of 'four or l&ve 
hideous old wretches, on whose ideereph forms 
tiine^'and tattooing seemed to have dbliterated 
every trace of humanity^' Owing to the con* 
tinned operation of* this latter process;: which 
only terminates; among t}ie warriors of ti:ie 
isbmd after all the figures fetched upon their 
fimbs in youth have been blended together — 
as efiect^ however, produced only in cas^ of 
^ktrerne longevity^the bodies ol these men 
^»ere of ^ Unifonn dull green colour — the hue 
^i^iich the tattooing gradually assumes as tl^ 
individual advances' in age. Their skin had a 
ftigbtftfl «caly appesarance, ifihuhi united with 
ltd singular colour,' ibade tfaehr limbs not a little 
leseaable dusty ^specimens of verde^antique. 
Their flesh, in parts, hung iipon them in huge 
folds, Hke the oterbtpping plaits on the flank 
of^a rhinoceiros* Hkeir heads were completely 
bald, whilst their faces were pudiered into a 
thousand Ankles, and they presented no vestige 
ofab^^anL. But the most remarkable peouHant** 
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afbout them ivas ibd dippukt^ncb of-tieit foeli 
the toes, like the radiating Jones of the manMc's 
conlpass, poinledtd evezy Quarter of the horizon. 
ThjB waa doubtless: attributable to tfhe fiactv that 
during n^riyahimc^^ yeWof existeix^e the 
aaid. toes, never had been subjected to any 
artificial con&iemecMt, and in their' old sige» 
beihg averse to dose neigbtouifaood^ bid one 
another keep opea order. :.'.'■ 

These repiilsi^e-lpoking ^creatures- appeated 
to have lott Ithe ilsef of ,their tovvt^ Hmbs 
altogether; sittmg upon the flbdir. orossrl^ged 
in a state <)i impor^ Tbn^f) never heeded us 
in the ieast^^scarcel^L lodciiiigv.co&sctQus.oC^ our 
presekice, ii^idle M^evi seated- us i upon the 
mats, and Kor^-Koty gave uttetance ^ some 
unintelligible gibberish. .^ 

Ina few .moments a boy entered with a. 
wooden trenkdoBer of poee-poce ; and in .r^;aling 
myself with its) contents I was obliged aga&i 
to submit to the :<3fficioils intervention of ;ia^ 
indeiiatigaMe : servitor*: Va];kHis othV dishes 
folk>wed, the chief mdnifes^g the mOst liospit* 
able importunity in pre^&ing. us to pactdoe^afld 
to remove all bashfulness on/ our pairt^ itt tts no 
deispitableexaasi^ie.inhisownperionj . : 

Thfe repast concludedi.a ^6 ^"^^ li^i(^» 
whkh passed from mx>tithrl)O/m0uth,T8^ yieUf 
ing to its soporific inAoeiKse, the Quiet c^ the 
place, and the deepening shadows of ai^nxuih- 
ing night, my companion and I sai^ intx> akiiid 
of drowsy repose, while the chief and.Korjr* 
Kory sefemed to be slumbering besidci Us* ' ' 

1 awote from an unetey Dap, about midteig^ 
as I supposed ; 'and> raising myself pixdy from 
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the mat, became s^isible that we Were envieloped 
in titter , darkness. Toby lay still asleep; bat 
owe late companions had disappeared. The 
only sound that intermitted the ^noe of the 
place ;va5 the asthmatic breathing of the old 
w^n I have mentioned, who reposed at a little 
distance from us. Besides them, as weH as I 
eonld judge, there was, no one else in the 
bouse. 

Apprehaisive of some evil;. I roused my 
comrade, and we were engaged in a whispered 
conference concerning the unexpected with- 
drawal of the natives, when all at once, from 
thcj depths of the groye,^ in full Tiew of us 
where ;we lay, shoots of flame were seto.to rise, 
and m a few moments illuminated the surroimd* 
ix^ ti^ees, casting, by ctmtrast, into still deeper 
gloom:tbe darkness around us. 

While we continued gazing at tiiis sight, dark 
figures appeared movnig to iiid fro. before the 
flames; while o&ers, dancing and capermg 
abdut, looked like so many demons. 

Regarding this, hew phenocoehoh. with no 
small degree of txepidation, I said to my 
companion, " "What can all this mean, Toby?'' 

^ Oh, nothing," readied he.; *f getting the fire 
teady, I suppolse." 

. **FireI" exclaimed I, while my heart took 
tO:beating like a tr^p-haiamer^ " idiat fire?" 

" Why, the iire to cocA uSy to be sure ; what 
dse would the cannibals be kiddi&g up such a 
rt>w about if it we;re not for that? " 

"Oh, Tobyl hate done with your jdces; 
this is no time for them; something is about to 
|^ppeD» I feel confideat.'*' . : . . 
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"Jokes, indeed I "exclaimed Toby, indig- 
nantly. " Did you ever hear me joke? "Wby, 
foT what do you suppose the devils have been 
feeding os up in this kind of style dimng the 
last three days, unless it were for sonaething 
that you are too much frightened at to talk 
about? Look at that Kory-Kory diere! — has 
he not been stuffing you with kis^ confounded 
mushes, just in the way they treat swine before 
they kill' theifa? Depend upon it, we will be 
eaten this blessed night, and there is the fire we 
shall be roasted by." ^ 

This view of tfie matter was not at aS 
calculated to allay my apprehensions, and I 
shuddered when I reflected that we were indeed 
at the mercy of a tribe of cannibals, and' d»it 
the; dreadful Contingency to which Toby had 
alluded was by no means removed beyond the 
bounds of possibility. 

"There! I tcM 3rou sol they are coming 
for us 1^' exclaimed ' my companion th© next 
moment, as the forms, of four of the islanders 
were seen in bold relief against the illuminated 
background, mounting tihe pi^pi and approaching 
towards lis. . M . 

They came on noiseles^y, nay steJahihily,' and 
glided along through the ^looih that suntounded 
lis as if about to spring upon some object they 
were fearful of disturbing before they should 
make sure of it.*--Gradous heaven I the horrible 
reflections which crowded upon me that moment 
A cold sweat stood upon* my brow, and spell* 
bound with terisor I awaited my fate ! 

Suddenly the silence was broken by the well* 
remembered tones of Mehevii and at the kitid^y 
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Qccents oi his voice my fi^ars vfere tmmediatdjr 
cfaapated. "Tommo, Toby, ki kil" (eat).~ 
He had waited to addressus until be had assured 
himseff tbat we wete both awake, at which he 
seemed somewhat surprised. 

"^Xiki! is it?" said Toby in ius gruff tones ; 
"well, cook us first, will you?— but what^JB this?" 
he added, as another savage appeared, bearing 
before him a large trencher of wood, containing 
some kind of steaming meat as appeared from 
the odours it difiused, and whkh* he deposited 
at tbie feet of MdievL ** A baked baby,.! dzre 
say ! but I will have none of it, never jnind 
whal it is. — ^A pretty fool I .should make of 
myself indeed, waked up here in the middle of 
the night, stuffing and guzding, and all to make 
a &t meal for a parcel of bloody-minded 
cannibals one of these mornings i — No, I see 
what they are at voy plainly, so I am resolved 
to starve myself into.a. bunch of bones and 
gristle, and then, if they serve me iq), they are 
welcome i But I say, Tommo, jrou are not 
going to eat any of diat mess ther^ in tiie dark, 
are you ? Why, how can you tell what it is ?" 

** By tasting it, to be-sure," said I, masticating 
a morsel that Kory-Kory had just put in my 
mouth; **and excdlently good it is too, very 
much like veal." 

''A baked baby, by the soul of Captain 
Cook i '' burst forth Toby, with amaring vehe- 
mence. "Veal 1 why there never was a calf on 
the island till you landed. I tell you you are 
boldi^ down mouthfuls from. a dead Happar's 
carcase, as sure as you live, and no mistake ! " 

Emetics and lukewarm water 1 What 
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sensation m ^abdominal regions! ' Sore 
enough^ where coald the fiends incarnate have 
obtained meat? But I resolved to satisfy 
myself at ^tll hazards ; and turning to Mehevi, 
I soon made the ready chief understand that 
J wished a light to be brought When the taper 
camey I gazed eageriy intd the vessel, and 
recc^nised the; mutilated remains of a juvenile 
porker 1 **Puarkeel" exclaimed Kory-Kory, 
looking comjdacently at the dish; and from 
that (&y to this I have never forgotteni ■ that 
such is; the. designation of a pig in the Typee 
linga ./ 

The next morning, after being again abua* 
dantly feasted by die l^ospitable Mehevi, Toby 
and myself aro^ to depart. But the chidf 
requested us to postpone our intention. " Aboi 
abo,? (Wdit, wait,) he ^aid, and. accordingly we 
resumed our seats, while, assisted by the zealous 
Kory-Kory, he appeared to be engaged in 
giving directions to a ntimber. of the natives 
outside, who were busily employed in maidng 
arrangenbents, the nature of which we could not 
comprehend. • But we.w^e not left long in our 
ignorance, for a few moments only had elapsed 
when the chief beckoned us to apprbach, and 
we perceived, that he had been marshalling a 
kind of guard of honour to escort us on our 
return to the liouse of Marheyo. 

Tiie procession was led oflF by two yen^rabfe* 
looking savages, each provided with a spear; 
from the end cf .which streamed a pennon of 
milk-Tdifte tappa. After them went several 
youths, bearing aloft calabashes of poee*poee ; 
and followed in their turn by four stalwart 
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iUl6«s, suBtadning long^ bahxbooSy^ &om the tops 
ctf.rwIdcfai^Dg saspended^ at^least.twentf. feet 
foxp the grqimd; kcgis b^^ts of green bread* 
firuit. Then c^ne a troop of boys^ carrying 
bunches of >ripg bahanaa, and baskets made c^ 
the voveh ieafi^B of cocoa-nut bon^s, filled 
with the youngfmit of :&eilieey the nsdoed sheils 
stripped of their husks peeping jfbrth from the 
verdant wicker-work that surrounded them. 
Last of all came a burly islander, holding over 
bis head a wooden trencher, in which lay dis- 
posed the remnants of our midnight feast, 
hidden from view, however, by a covering of 
bread-fruit leaves. 

Astonished as I was at this exhibition, I could 
not avoid smiling at its grotesque appearance, 
and the associations it naturally called up. 
Mehevi, it seemed, was bent on replenishing 
old Marheyo's larder, fearful perhaps that with- 
out this precaution his guests might not fare as 
well as they could desire. 

As soon as I descended from the pi-pi, the 
procession formed anew, enclosing us in its 
centre; where I remained part of the time, 
carried by Kory-Kory, and occasionally relieving 
him from his burden by limping along with a 
spear. When we moved off in this order, the 
natives struck up a musical recitative, which, 
with various alternations, they continued until 
we arrived at the place of our destination. 

As we proceeded on our way, bands of young 
girls, darting from the surrounding groves, hung 
upon- our skirts, and accompanied us with shouts 
of merriment and delight, which almost drowned 
the deep notes of the recitative. On approachinr 
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old Marbeyo's domicile^ its inmates nuhed 
out. to receive us;^ and iriiile the ^fts of tho 
Meheri were being dispose of» the supeiy 
annuated warriof did die honours of his mansion 
vith all the warmth of hospkaBty eYinced by aa 
English squire when he regales his 'fiiends at 
some fine dd patrimonial mansion* 



^ . .::J 
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CHAPTER XIII 

Attempt to procure Relief from Nalraberar-^Perilous 
Adventitre of Toby in the Happor Moootain*— 
Eloquence of Koiy-ICoiy, 

Amidst these novel scenes a week passed away 
almost imperceptibly. The natives, actuated by 
some mysterious impulse, day after day redoubled 
their attentions to us. Their manner towards 
us was unaccountable. Surely, thought I, they 
would not act thus if they meant us any harm* 
But why this excess of deferential kindness, or 
what equivalent can they imagine us capable, of 
rendering them for it? 

We were fairly puzzled. But despite the 
apprehensions I could not dispel, the horrible 
character imputed to these Typees appeared to 
me wholly undeserved. 

" Why, they are cannibals I** said Toby on one 
occasion when I eulogised the tribe. " Granted," 
I replied, "but a more humane, gentlemanly^ 
and amiable set of epicures do not probably 
exist in the Pacific." 

But, notwithstanding the kind treatment we re- 
ceived, I was too familiar with the fickle disposi^ 
tion of savages not to feel anxious to withdra 
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from the valley, and put myself beyond the 
reach of that fearful death which, under all 
these smiling appearances, might yet menace 
us. But here there was an obstacle in the way 
of doing so. It was idle for me to think of 
moving from the place until I should have 
recovered from the severe lameness that afflicted 
me ; indeed my malady began seriously to alarm 
me; for, despite the herbal remedies of the 
natives, it continued to grow worse and worse. 
Their mild appbcations, thou^ th^ aootbed 
^. psdn, did . not cemore the disorder, and I 
felt convinced that without better aid I might 
anticipate long, and acute suflfering. 

But how was this aid to be procured? From 
the surgeons of the French fleet, which probably 
still lay in the bay of Nukuheva, it might easily 
have been obtained, could I have made my 
case known to' them. But how could that be 
effected? . 

At last, in the exigency to \yhich I was re- 
duced, I proposed ta ifoby that he should 
endeavour lo gp. round to Nukuheva, and if he 
could not succeed in returning to the valley by 
water, in one of the boats of Qie squadron, and 
taking me off; he might. at least procure me 
some proper, medipines, and effect his return 
overland.. ; 

My coiiipanion listened to tne in silence^ and 
at first did not appealr to relish tht idea. Tli^ 
trudi was, he felt impatient to escape from the 
place, and wished to avail himself Of out p^^sent 
high 'favour with the natives to njake good our 
tetreat, before we should experience som6 sudden 
alteration in ^eir behaV^otur. As he could not 
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think of Usmng me In my helpfe^ conditloh, he 
implored me to be of good cheer, assured me 
diat I should soon be better, and enabled in a 
few days to return with him to Nukuheva; 

Added to this, he could not bear the idea o^ 
:^in returning to this dangerous place; and as 
for the expectation of persuading the Frenchmen 
to detach a boat's crew for the purpose of rescu- 
ing me from the Typees, he looked upon it as 
id& ; and with arguments that I could not answer, 
urged the improbability of their provoking t^ 
hostilities of the clan by any such measure; 
especially as, for the purpose of quieting its 
apprehensions, they had as yet refrained from 
making any visit to the bay. " And even should 
they consent," said Toby, "they would only pro- 
duce a commotion in the valley, in which We 
might both be sacrificed by these ferocious 
islanders." This was unanswerable ; but still I 
clung to the belief that he might succeed in 
accomplishing the other part of my plan ; and 
at last I overcame his scruples, ar^* he agreed 
to make the attempt. 

As soon as we succeeded in making the natives 
understand our intention, they broke out int<o 
the most vehement opposition to the measure, 
and for a while I almost despaired of obtaining 
their consent At the bare thought of one of 
us leaving them, they manifested the most lively 
concern. The grief and consternation of Kory- 
Kory, in particular, was unbounded ; he threw 
himself into a perfect paroxysm of gestures, 
which -were intended to convey to us not only 
his abhorrence of Nukuheva and its uncivilised 
inhabitants, but also his astonishment that alte^ 
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becoming acquainted wkh the enU^tened Ty^ 
pees, weshouldevincethe least desire to withdraw, 
even for a time, from their agreeable society. 

However, I overbore his objections by appeal^ 
ing to py Iamene$s ; from which I assured the 
natives J should speedily recover, if Toby were 
permitted to obtain the supplies I needed. 

It was agreed that on the following morning 
my companion should depart, accompanied by 
some <Hie or two of the housdiold, who ^lould 
point out to him an easy route, by which the 
bay might be reached before sunset 

At early dawn of the next day, our habitation 
was astir. One of the young men mounted into 
an adjoi^g cocoa-nut tree, and threw down a 
niumber of the young fruit, \»4iich old Marheyo 
quickly stripped of the green husks, and strung 
together upon a short pole. These were in- 
tended to refresh Toby on his route. 

The preparations being completed, .with no 
Httle emotion I bade my companion ad^. He 
promised to return in three days at ^irthest; 
and, bidding me keep up my spirits ^ the 
interval, turned round the comer of the^ pi-pi, 
and, under the guidance of the venerablci^ar- 
heyo, was soon out of sight His departure 
oppressed me with melancholy, and, re-ente)ing 
the dwelling, I threw myself almost in despair 
upon the matting of the floor. 

In two hours' time the old warrior returzued, 
and gave me to understand that, after accom- 
panying my companion a little distance, and 
showing him the route, he had left him joiuneying 
on his way. 

It was about noon of this same day, a season 
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whicb tfaes^ people are wont to psiss in sleep, 
time I lay in the home, surrounded by its 
slumbering inmates, a^nd painfully affected by 
the strange silence which prevailed. All at once 
I thought I heard a faint shouty as if proceeding 
from some' persons in the depth. of the grove 
which extendied in front of our habitation^ 

The . rounds grew louder and nearer, and 
gradually the ^ole valley tang with wild out- 
cries. The sleeper^ around me started to their 
feet ini alarm, and hunied outside to discover the 
cause of the commotion* Kory-Kory, lirho had 
been the first tO'Spring up, soon^ returned, almost 
breathless, and nearly frantic with the excitement 
underi^hich he seemed to be labouring. All 
that I oould understand froiki; him was that some 
accident bad happened to T6by. Apprehensive 
of some dreadful calamity, I rushed out of the 
house, and cai^ht sight of a tumultuous crowd, 
who, with shrieks and lamentations, were just 
emerging from the grove^ bearing in their atms 
some object, the sight of which produced M 
Has transport oF sorrow; As they drew near, the 
men redoubled' thidr cties, while the girls^ tossing 
their bare zxmJs in the air, exclaimed plaintively, 
**Awha! a\^iat Toby mukee moee I "-^Alas 1 
alas! TobyiskUled! 

In a moment the crowd opened, and disclosed 
the apparently lifiskss body <^ my companion 
borne between two men, the head lianging 
heavily against the breast of the foremost. The 
whole face,.neck^ and bosom wtre covered witti 
l>lood,- which still trickled Slowly from a woiind 
behind the temple. In the midst of the greatest 
uprpar and confusion the body was carried into 
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the house and laid on a mat WaVit^ the 
natives off to give room atid air, 1 bent dagerij 
over Toby, and, laying my hand upon the breast, 
ascertain^ that the heart still beat Overjoyed 
at this, I seized a calabash of ivater, and dashed 
its contents updn his face, then wiping awajr the 
blood, anxiously examined the wound. 

It was about three ihdies long, and oil re- 
moving the clotted hair froria tibout it, showed 
the skull laid completely, bare^ Immediately 
with my ktufe I cut aWay the heavy locks^ and 
bathed the pattt repeatedly in waters,. : 

In a few moments Toby revived, and openkig 
his eyes for a second, dosed them again without* 
speaking. Kory-Kory, who Jiad been kneeling 
beside me, now chafed his limbs gently with the 
palms of his handsi while a young girl at his 
bead kept fanning him, and I still continued to 
moisten his lips and brow. So6n my.poor confc- 
rade show^ signs of aiiimatton, and I succe^sded 
in making him swallow from axocoa-nut shell a 
few mouthfuls of water. 

Old Tinor now appeared, holding in her band 
some simples she had gathered; the juice (^ 
which Ae by signs bei^ought me to squeeze into 
the wound. Having done so, I thought it best 
to leave Toby undisturbed, tmtil he should have 
had time to rally his facultieii. Seveml times 
be opened his lips, but fearful for his safety I 
enjoined silence* In the course of two or three 
hours, however, he sat up, and. was sufficiently 
recovered to tell me what had occurredf 

"After leaving the house, with Marhcyo,** 
said Toby, " we struck across the valley,, and 
ascended the oj^site heights. Just beyond 
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tfaeiDt my giiide mfomied me, lay thi3 valley 
of Happar, , irhile abng their summits, and 
skirting the head of the vide, waa my route to 
Ntikuheva* 

'^ After mounting a little^ way up the elevation 
my guide paused, and {;ave me to understand 
that be could npt accompany me any Dsurther, 
and by various signs intimated that he was afraid 
to approach any ne^iier the tefcritorles o( the 
enemies^ of his Itrijje. He, however,; pointed 
out my path, which. now lay clearly before me, 
and bidding me &reweU, hastily descended the 
mountain^ . 

*^ Quite plated al; being so near the Happars, 
i pushed up ^ acclivity, and jsoon gained its 
spmmit. It tapered up ta.iu sharp r^ge, from 
whence! b^el(it>©th the hostile vall^s. Here 
X sat down aad rested for a isaoment, refreshing 
myself wij^ my Qoeoa-mits. I was soon again 
pursuing my way along the height, when suddenly 
I saw tbu^e of the isUm^eifs^ who must have just 
come Qut of Happar valleyi^standitig in the path 
ahead of me. Th^y were eadx armed' with a 
heavy spear^ ^Bd one from hi& appearance I 
took to bi^ra chief. 31iey 'Sttng out something, 
I could not^mujtei&tajad wbat^ and beckoned me. 
t^cqmeonL , 

"Without the least h^itation I advanced 
towards./them,:and had. af^uroachod .within about: 
a yard of.the^ fi»emost, when, pointing angrily 
into the Typee valley, and uttering some. savage 
^acclamation, he whe^ed round his weapon like 
li^xtning, and struck me in a moment to. the 
g?xy^ipd4» Jbe blow inflicted ^lis wound, and 
ipq)fiismff:XPj seos^. As. soon as I came toi 
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myself, I perceived the thtee islanders staiwBng 
a little distance off, and apparently' engaged in 
some violent altercation res|)ecting me. 

" My first impulse was to run for it ; but, in 
end^vouring to tise, I fell back, and roDed 
down a little grassy precipice. -The sfaodc 
seemed to rally my faculties; so, starting to 
my feet, I fled down the path I had just as- 
cended. I had no need to look behind me, 
for, from the yeUs I heard, I knew that my 
enemies were in fnll pur^ilit. Urged on hy 
their fearful outcries, and heedless of the injury 
I had received — though the blood flowing from 
the wound trickled over into my eye9and almost 
blinded me-^I rushed down the mountain side 
with the speed of the wiiid. In a- short time I 
had descended nearly a third of the distance, 
and the savages had ceased their cries, when 
suddenly a terrific howl burst upon my ear, and 
at the same moment a heavy javelin darted past 
me as I fled, and stuck quivering' in a tree close 
to me. Another yeU followed, a second spear 
and a third shot through the air within a few 
feet of my body, both of them piercing the 
ground obliquely in advance of me. The 
fellows gave a roar of rage and disappointment ; 
but they were afraid, I suppose, of coming down 
further into the Typee valley, and so abandoned 
the chase. I saw them recover their weapons 
and turn bade ; and I continued my descent as 
fast as I could - 

" What could have caused this ferocious attack 
on the part of these Happars I could not imagine, 
unless it weve that they nad seen me isuscending 
the mountain.with^Maiheyo, and tbatJSie mem 
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fact of coming from the Typee valley was 
sufficient to provoke them. 

"As long as I was in danger I scarcely felt 
the wound I had received ; hut when the chase 
was over I hegan to suffer from it' I had lost 
my hat in my flight, and the sun scorched my 
bare head. I felt faint and giddy; but, fearful 
of falling to the ground beyond tiie reach of 
assistance, I staggered on as well as I could, 
and at last gained the level of the valley, and 
then down I sunk ; and I knew nothing more 
until I found myself lying upon these mats, and 
you stooping over me with the calabash of 
water." 

Such was Toby's account of this sad b&it. 
I afterwards learned that fortunately he had 
fallen close to a spot where the natives go for 
fueL A party of them caught sight of him as 
he fell, and sounding the alarm, had lifted him 
up; and after ineffectually endeavouring to re- 
store him at the brook, had hurried forward 
with him to the house. 

This incident threw a dark cloud over our 
prospects. It reminded us that we were hemmed 
in by hostile tribes, whose territories we could 
Bot hope to pass, on our route to Nukuheva, 
without encoimtering the effects of their savage 
resentmeiit. Thiere appeared to be no avenue 
opened to our escape but the sea, which washed 
the lower extremity of the vale. 

Our Typee friends availed themselves of the 
recent disaster of Toby to exhort us to a due 
appreciation of the blessings we enjoyed among 
them; ccHitrasting their own generous reception 
of us with the animosity of their ne^hbours. 
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Th^y }ikeT«rise dwelt upon the cantiibal propen- 
sities of the Happars, a subject wliidi they 
were perfectly aware coiild npt fail, to alann. us ; 
while at th^ same time they eamesdy disclaimed 
all participation in so horrid a custom* Not 
did they omit to call uppn u$ to admire the 
natural loveliness of their own abodQ, and the 
lavish abundance with which it produced all 
manner of luxuriant fruits; exalting it in this 
particular above any of the surrounding valleys. 

Kory-Kory seemed tp expei;ience so heartfelt 
a desire to infuse intp our nwnds. proper views 
on these subjects, that» assisted in his endeavours 
by the Uttle knowledge of the language we had 
acqjUM^ed, he actually succeeded in making us 
comprehend a considerable part of what hej 
said. To facilitate our correct apprehension 
of h^s.mieaning, he at first condensed his ideas 
into the smallest possible compass* . 

**i}appar keekeenp r^^ee," he^ exclaimed; 
** nui^,:huee, ki ki kanaka 1— ah;! pwle motar- 
kee!" which signifies, " Terrible feUpws those 
Happars ]-^evour aQ sunazing ctuantjity of men 1 
-^^t shocking bad 1 " Thus far. he explained 
himself by a variety- of gestures, during the per- 
formance of which he wpuld dart, put of the 
house, and point abhorrently towards djte Happar 
valley ; running in to us ^aio. M^th, a rapuUty 
that showed h^ was ieftrful wq would lo9e pne 
part of his meanij;ig, biefpye M could complete 
t^e^ otjier ; and continuing his illustrations by 
seizing the fleshy pai;t of my arm in his teeth, 
intimating b^f the pperatiop tiiat the people who 
%ed over in that direction would like, nothing 
bejtter than to treat me ia tbat; ^laonor* , 
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Having assured himself that we were fully en- 
lightened on this point, he proceeded to another 
branch of his subject " Ah I Typee motarkee I 
— ^nuee, nuee mioree — ^nuee, nuee, wai — ^nuee, 
nuee poee-poee — nuee, nuee kokoo — ^ah ! nuee 
nuee, kiki — ^ah I nuee, nuee, nuee I " Which, 
literally interpreted as before, would imply, 
•* Ah, Typee ! isn't it a fine place though ! — no 
danger of starving here, I tell you ! — plenty of 
bread-fruit — plenty of water — plenty of pudding 
*— ah ! plenty of evierj^ing 1-^ah 1 heaps; heaps,, 
heaps !** Ml Ais was accompanied by a run- 
ning commentary of signs and gestures which it 
was impossible not to comprehend. 

As he continued his lu^^gue, however, Kory- 
Kory, in emulation of our more polished orators, 
began to latmdi out ta^^r difiiisely iftto othisif 
branches 6f his stibjeot, i^lafj^hg, probably, 
upon the moral redectidns it strggested ; and 
proceeded in sudi a stHdn of toiintelMgiUe and 
stunning gibberish, that beactually gav^ mer the 
headache for the rest of ^ day. 
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A geetA Bvtsnt happens in the Valley^-The Island Tele* 
. graph-rSonieuiiog be(klls Toby-^F^yaiway displajs 
a tender Heart — Melancholy Reflections — ^Myste- 
rious Conduct of the Islanders— Devotion of Kory- 
Kory — A -rural Couch— A Luxury ^^Kory-Kory 
strikes a Light 4^ Ai Typee. ' 

In the course of a few days Toby had recovered 
from the effects of his adventure.with the Happar 
waxriots ; the wound on his head rapidly healu^ 
under the vegetable treatxnent of the good Tinor. 
he$s fortunate than.:my companion, however, I 
still continued tp l^guish under a complaint tiiie 
origin and nature of which were still a mystery. 
Cut oflf as I was from all intercourse with the 
civilized world, and feeling the inefficiency of 
anything the natives could do to relieve me; 
knowing too, that so long as I remained in my 
present condition, it would be impossible for me 
to leave the valley, whatever opportunity mi^t 
present itself; and apprehensive that ere long 
we might be exposed to some caprice on the 
part of the Islanders, I now gave up all hopes 
of recovery, and became a prey to the most 
gloomy thoughts. A deep dejection fell upon 
me, which neither the friendly remonstrances of 
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my companion, the devoted atteatiasij of Kviy* 
Kory, nor all the soothing influences of FkyMiw&y 
could remove. 

One morning as I lay on the mats in the 
house, plunged in melancholy reverie, and re- 
gardless of eyerythii^ around me, Toby, who 
bad left me about an hoiir, returned in haste, 
and with great glee tdki m^ to qbeer up and be 
of good heart ; for he believed, from what was 
going on among the natives, that there were 
boats approaching the bay* 

These tidings operated upon me like magic. 
The bour of our deliverance was at hand, and, 
starting up^ I was soon convinced that some- 
thing unusual was ^out to occur. The word« 
"boteel bo^ec I" was vQciferatedin all directions; 
and sho>its, were hea^d in the distance^ at first 
feebly and faintly; but grpwii^ louder and 
nearer at each successive repetition, until they 
were caught up by a feljov in .ft .^cpa^nut. tree 
a few yards off, who sounding them in turn, they 
were reiterated from a neigbboiuring grove^ and 
so died away gradually from point to point, 
as the intelligence penetrated into the farthest 
recesses of the valley. This was; the vocal tele- 
graph of the islanders ; by means qf which con? 
densed items of information could b» carried in a 
very few minutes frc»n ^h0 s^a to their, remotest 
habitation, a distance <^ at least! eight or nine 
n^iles. On the pireseat o<pr^ion it was in active 
operation; one fiece of information following 
another with inconceivable rapidity i , 

The greatest Qommpti^n now appeared to 
I»evaih. At eveiy fresh it^ja of imteUigwice 
t^, n?iti|ves betray-^ the liveliest interesl^ and 
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redoubled the^energy with which they employed 
themselves in collecting fruit to seU to the 
expected visitors. Some were tearing off the 
husks from cocoa-4iuts ; some perdied in the 
trees were tintcrwJtog down bread-fruit to thdr 
companions, who- gatib^ed them into heaps as 
they fell ; while others were {dying their fingers 
rapidly in weavbg leafen baskets in which to 
carry the fruit 

- There were other matters too going on at the 
same time. Here you would see a stout warrior 
polishing his spear with a bit of old tappa, or 
adjusting the folds of the girdle about his waist ; 
and there you might descry a yoimg damsel 
decoiatkig herself widi -flowers, as^ if having in 
her eyes some maidenly conqu^t ; while, as in 
all cases of hurry and confusion in every part of 
flie world, a number of individuals kept hurrying 
t(x and ftO) with amazing vigour and persever- 
ance, doing nothing themselves, and hindering 
others. 

^ Never before had we seen the islanders in 
such a state of bustle and excitement ; and the 
scene furnished abundant evidence of die fact— 
tiiat it was only al long intervals any such 
events occur. 

When I bought of the length of time ^lat 
might mtervene before a similar chance of 
escape would be presented, I bitterly lamented 
^at I had not die poWer of availing myself 
e^ctuaUy of the present opportunity. 

From all that we could gather, it appeared 
that the natives were fearful of arriving too late 
upon the beach, unless they made extraordinaiy 
dxertic»uu Siok and lame -as. I was, I would 
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have started witii Toby at once, had not X^ory* 
Kory not only refused to carry me, but mam*- 
fested the most invincible repugnance to our 
leaving the ndghbomiiood of the house. The 
rest of Ihe savages kere equally opposed to our 
wishes, and seemed grieved and astonished at 
the earnestness of my solicitations. I cleariy 
perceived that iidrile my attendant avoided aU 
appearance of constraining ipy movements, he 
was neverthdess determined to thwart my widu 
He seemed fo me on tins particular occasioi^ 
as well as often afterwards, to. be executing tiie 
orders of someotiier person with regard to me^ 
though at the same time feeling towards me the^ 
mo^t lively affection. 

Toby, who hadmade u|)hi8 mind to accompaiiy 
the islanders if possible, as soon as they were iit 
readiness to depart, and who for that reason had 
refrained from showing the same anxiety that I 
bad done, now represented to me that it was- 
idle for me to entertain the hope of reaching 
the beach in time to profit by any oppQrtunit]t 
that might then be presented. 

** Do you not sec," said he, ." the savages 
themselves are fearful of bemg too late, and I 
should hurry forward: myself at once did I not 
think that i I showed too mudi eagerness I 
should destroy all our hopes of reaping any benefit 
£rom this fortunate event. If you will only 
^ideavour to appear tranquil or unconcerned, 
you will qmet their suspicions^ and I have no 
doul^ they will then let me go with them to the 
beach, supposing that I merely go out of 
curiointy. Should I succeed in getting down 
to tiie boats,'! will make known &e.condittor 
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in which I hare left yda,«nd measures may then 
be taken to secure our escape." 

In the expediency of this I could not but 
acquiesce; and > as ihe natiTes had now com* 
pleted their, preparations, I watdied with die 
liveliest interest the reception that Toby's 
appUcation might: meet with. As socm as they 
understood from myx:ompaniOn that I intended 
to remain, they ^ippeared to make no objection 
to his pfopo&ation^ and even hail^ it with 
pleasure. Thisir ; angukr condutt od this 
occasion not a little puzzled me at die time, 
and imparted to subsequent events an additional 
mystery. 

The islanders were now to be seen hurryii^ 
along the pdth m^ich led to the sea. I shook 
Toby warmly by the hand, and gave him my 
Payta hat to £lhield his wounded head &om the 
sua, as he had lost his own. He cordially 
returned the pressure of my hand, and solemnly 
promising to return as soon as the: boats, should 
leave the shore, sprang from my side, and the 
next minute disappeared in a turn of the grove. 

In spite of the impleasant reflections diat 
crowded upon my mind, I x:ould not but be 
entatained by the novel and animated sight 
which now met my view. One after anodier 
die natives crowded alohg the nairow padi, 
laden withcvety variety ^ fruit; Here, you 
might have* seen one, who, after ineffectually 
ende&vouriilg; to persuade a surly porker to be 
conducted dn leading strings, wa^ obliged at last 
to seize the perversa animal in his arms, and 
carry him struggling against his naked breast, 
and squealing wtthotit intetmisuob. There went 
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two, who at a Hitle difltante might have been 
taken f<x the Hebiew spies, on .their return to 
Moses with the goodly bunch of grapes. One 
trotted befoce the other at a distance of a couple 
of yards* while b^^W^^n them, &om. a pole 
r^^ing 00 their shoulders, was: suspended a 
huge <?lD9tei: of bananas^ whidi' swayed to ^d 
frp witih,die rockingrgaitat whidi they proceeded. 
Here ran another, perapirihg. with* his exertions, 
and bearing before Jhim.^ quantity of cocoa-nuts, 
who, ^eatful of beatig .too late, heeded not the 
fruit that.dropped froni his:bask)et,and appeared 
sole^ intent npon reachiag his destination, care- 
less how many of his c6coahmitfi kept company 
with him. 

In a short time the last straggler was seen 
hurrying on bis way, and the faint shouts of 
Uiose iit adTa]^e.4ied'in5ensU>ly upon the ear. 
Our part of the valley now appeared nearly 
deserted . by itfi- inhabitants, Kdry-Kory, his 
aged father, and a ftUr deore^ old people 
being all that were left; 

Tow^^djs sunset the islandeis in ^mall parties 
began to, return from the beach; and among 
th^ as they drew near to the house, I sought 
to descry the form of my companion. But one 
^ter another: tbey passed the dwieliing, and I 
caught no g!Uimp$^ of him. Supposing, how- 
ever, that he would. iSOOB appear with some of 
Ijie members of the household, I quieted my 
aiq^ehensiqnSf.aQd waited patiently to see him 
ad.'yancing in company. with the Ixautiful Faya- 
way> , At last I perceived Tinor coming forward, 
fol)o(wed. by the girls and young men who usually 
i:esi4e4 i^ ti^e hquse of .M^theyo; but with their 
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came not iny bdmrade,^ndi filled with% thotueuad 
aiaims^ I eagerly sought to discover the cause of 
his delay. 

My earnest queistions app^ured to embarrass 
the natives greatly. All their accounts were 
contradictory r cme giving me tb ondentand 
that Toby would b^ with me In a very short 
time; another 'diat he did not know where he 
was ; while a diM, viblentif inveiching against 
Jbim, assured roe that be hkd stolen away^ and 
would never come back. It appeared to me, 
at tiie tioie, that in making these various state- 
ments they endesvbutied to conceal from me 
some terrible disaster, lest tke ^owkdge of it 
should overpower me. 

Fearful lest some fatal calamitjr had overtaken 
him, I sought out young Fayaway, and en- 
deavoured to learn from her^ if possible, the 
truth. 

This gentle beiiig had eariy ^Iracted ray 
regard, not^ohiy from her extraotdinary beatity, 
but from the attractive cast of her countenance, 
singul^lyexpressiveof intelligence and hiHnanity. 
Of all. the natives shealbne seemed to appreciate 
the effect which the peculiarity of the cifcvim- 
stances in which we were jplaced had product 
upon the minds of my coQipaAfon and myself. 
In addressing me-*-efipecially when I lay re^ 
dining upon the mats suffering from pain — 
there was a tenderness in her manner which it 
was impossible to misund^stand or resist. 
Whenever she entered the house, the expression 
of her face indiotted the liveliest S3mipathy.for 
me ; and moving towards the place where I lay, 
:with one arm sdightiy elevated in a gesture of 
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I»fy/ and Ther large gltstening eyes gazing 
intently into mine, $he would mtifmur plaintively, 
'^Awfaa! awhal Tommo/' and seat herself 
mournfully beside me^ 

Her manner convineed me that she deeply 
compassionated my ntuation, as being removed 
ftom my country and friends, and placed beyond 
tbe reach of all relief. Indeed, at times I was 
ahnostled to believe that her mind was swayed 
by gende impulses haixlly to be anticipated from 
one in her ccHidiidon ; that she appeared to be 
conscious there were ties rudely severed, which 
had once bound us to dar homes ; that there 
were sisters and brothei? anxiously lodcing 
forward to our returOi who were,* perhaps, never 
more to behold us* 

In diis amiable light did Fayaway appear in 
my eyes; and reposing full ccmfidence in her 
candour and intelligence, I now had recourse to 
her, in the midst of my alarm, with T^^ard to 
my comipanioa; ' 

My questions evidently distressed her. She 
looked vo\md from one to another of the by- 
standerSy as if hardly knowii^ what answer to 
give me« At last;, yieldii^ to my iocipoitunsties, 
she overcame her. sonipks, and. gave me to 
understand that Toby had gone away with the 
boats irhiA had visited the bay, but had 
promised to retuim at the expiration c^ three 
days. At first I accused him of perfidiously 
deserdng me; but as I grew more composed, I 
«q>bndded mys^ ibr imputing so cowardly an 
action to:him, and trimquillised myself with the 
belief that he had availed himself of the oppor* 
tnnity to go round to^'Nukuheva, in order toi 
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make some arrangem^t by mubich I could be 
removed from the T2llley. At any. rate, thought 
I, he will return with the..medioines I requit^e, 
and then, as soon as I recover,, there will be no 
difficulty in the way of our departure. 

Consoling myself with tliese reflections, I lay 
down that night in a happio: frame of mind 
than I had done for some. time. The next^day 
passed without any allusion. to Toby Jon the paxt 
of the natives, who seemed desirCMis of avoiding 
all reference to the subject*. This saised some 
apprehensions in my. breast; but when night 
came, I congratuUited myselif that the. second 
day had nosTvgone by, and that. on the morrow 
Toby. would agajn. be with ijac* . But the itiorrQw 
came and went, and my companion did not 
appear. Ah ! thought J, hei .reckons three days 
frofa the morning of Jois departure — ^to^morrow 
he will arrive. But that weary day:also: closed 
upon n:^e,rwiJthout. his jetum. . EVeaa.yet I would 
not despair; I thought that soniethijag de-. 
leaned iuuSi-— that, he w^ wlaiting for the ss^iling 
of a boat, at Nukuheva, and. that in a day or 
two at fiairthest I should s^e iiim: again. But 
day after day of renewed disappointment passed 
by ; at last hopie deserted jsie, and I fell a iiictixa 
to despair. ; :-, 

Yes, thought I, gloomilyi he has .tecuredhis 
own escape, and car^ not what cialamity ma^ 
befall las unfortaindte comrade. ; Pool, that ;I 
was, to suppose that any one '^ould wilhngly 
encoimter the perils of this valley, aft^r liavitig 
once got beyond its limits I He has gooe^ and 
has left me to combat alon^ alLthe dangers by 
whicblam sq;round^d« .Thul would I somet^es: 
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seek to derive, a despcirate consolation from 
dwelling, upon tbe pe^dj of Toby; whilstvat 
other times I sunk under the bitter remorse^ 
which I felt as having by . my own imprudence 
brought upon myself the fete which I Was sure 
^waited ihe. 

At other times I thought that perhaps after 
all these treacherous savages have made away 
with him, and bfence the confusion into which 
they were thrown by my questions, and their 
contradictory ^nstyej:s, ox hje might be a captive 
in some other pasrt of. the vajley; or, more 
dreadful: still, might have met with that fate at 
which my veiy sovfl; shuddered. But all these 
speculations were vain 5 no tidings of Toby ever 
iseached me; he,had gone never to retam.. 

The conduct of the islanders appeated in- 
explicable. AU refeuencft^ to my lost comrade, 
was. carefully evaded* and if at any time they 
were for.ced to m&ke some reply to my frequent 
inquiries] on the subject, they would uniformly 
denowjce him as .a% ungr^tefifl runaway, who 
had deserted his friend,, and taken himself off.t6 
thajt vile and det/estable place, Nukuh^va. 

But whatever .might have been his fate, now 
that he was gone, the natives multiplied thefr 
acts of kindnes$ and atteiltion. towards myself, 
treating me with a degree of deference, which 
could hardly have ;been surpassed had I been 
some celestial visitant* Koiy-Kory never for 
one moment, left my sidei unless it were to 
execute my wishes* , The faithful fellow, twice* 
every day, in the cool.of^the.jmoming aftd in 
the evening, insisted upon carrying me to the 
Stream* and bathing .me in its refreshing water 
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pj^^^ntly in the afternoon he would carry 
XQe «o a particular part of the stream^ where the 
beauty of the scene produced a soothing in- 
fluence upon my mind. At this place the waters 
flowed b^ween grassy banks, |4anted with 
enormous bread-fruit trees, whose vast brsuicheSi 
interlacing overhead, formed a leafy canopy. 
Near the stream were several smooth blade 
rocks. One of these, projecting several feet 
above the surface of the water, had upon its sum- 
mit a shallow cavity, which, filled wiA freshly 
gathered leaves, formed a ddightiul couch. 

Here I often lay for hours, covered with a 
gauze-like veil of tappa, while Fayaway, seated 
beside me, and holding in her hand a fan 
woven from the leaflets of a young cocoa-nut 
bough, brushed aside the insects that ocotsion- 
ally lighted on my face, and Kory-Kory, with a 
view of chasing away my melancholy, performed 
a thousand antics in the water before us. 

As my eye wandered along &is romantic 
stream, it would fall upon the half-immersed 
figure of a beautiful girl, standing in the trans- 
parent water, and catching in a little net a 
^cies of diminutive shell-fish, of which these 
people are extravagantly fond. Sometime a 
chatting group would be seated upon the e^;e 
of a low rock in the midst oi the brook, \m&ly 
engaged in tlunning and poli^iing the shells of 
cocoa*nuts, by rubbing them bri^y with a small 
stone in the water, an operation i^ich soon 
converts them into a light and elegant drinking 
vessel, somewhat resembling goblets made of 
tortoise-shelL 

But the tianquilHsing influences of beautiful 
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ftcenery, and the exhibition of human life under 
so novd and charming an aspect^ were not my 
only sources of consolation. 

Every ierening the girls of the house gathered 
about sne on the matSy and after chasing away 
Kory'-Kory from my side*— who, nevertieless, 
retired only to a little distance and watched 
their proceedings with the most jealous attention 
— ^would aboSnt my whole body with a fragrant 
<ul, scpieeied from a yellow root, previously 
pounded between a couple of stones, and which 
in their language is denominated *' aka/' And 
most refreshing and agreeable are the juices of 
the "aka^" when applied to one's limbs by the 
soft palms of sweet nym|^, whose bright eyes 
are beaming upon you with kindness; and I 
used to hail with delist the daily recurrence of 
^s luxurious operation, in which I forgot all 
tny troubles, and bmied for tiie time every 
feeling of sorrow. 

Sometimes in the cot>l of the evening my 
devoted servitor would lead me out upon ih6 
|i^ir in fix)nt of the house, and seating me near 
M edge, pnotM: my bddy from the annoyances 
lof 'the insects whidh occasi^naKy hovered in th^ 
air,' by wrapping me round with :a large roll of 
tkppa. He tiien bustled aboi^ and employed 
him^f at least twenty minutes in adjusting 
everything to secui^e my personal comfort; 

Having perfected his arrangements, he would 
get my pipe, and; lighting it, would hand it to 
me. Often he was cAliged to strike a H^t for 
&ie occasion, and as the mode he adopted wr 
«nti^e^^ different from what I had ever seen 
lieard of befdiei I wffi describe iu 
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A straight, dry, and piattly deteijred stick of 
tiie HjUbiscu9« about ^ix feet in lengthy and hatf 
as many inches in diameter, with a smaller bit 
of wood not moref tli^n a foot loz^and scarcely 
an inch wide, is as invari^y to be met with 
in every house in Typee as a box t^f kiciffflr 
matches in the comei; of the kitcheki cupboard 
at home*. • . .• . 

The islander, placing the larger^idc obliquely 
against some object, with oae end derated at 
an angle of forty-fiVe degrees^ momij^ a$^de of 
it like an urchin about to gallop off upon a cane, 
and then grasping the smaller one firmly in both 
hands, he rubs its ppi^0d end slowly up^ and 
down the extent, of. a ffw inches op tiae prifKipal 
i^tick^ until at last be makes a narrow groove in 
the woodj with an abrupt termination at the 
point furthest from him, where all the. du$ty 
particles which* the friction creates are aocumur 
kted in a little heap. 

At first Kory-3Cory goes tO woA quite 
leisurely* but gnulually quickens his pace, and 
waxing warm in the employment diiv^ the 
stidc furicxusly ak^g the sm^dngr channd* 
jAying his han<te to and fro. with anuuBUig 
rapidity, the perspiration starting from every 
pore. As he approaiches the climax <rf hi$ 
effort^, he pants aodr gasps foT\ breafe, and his 
eyes almost start from their sockejts with the 
Violence of hw exertions* 'This . is the critical 
stage of the operation | all his ,pi?evious labojurs 
are vain if he-cannqt sustain the rapidity of the 
movtoient until the reluctant spark is {produced. 
Suddenly h^ $topSj becomes peifectly motion- 
less. His hands Still retain theidc hold Qf.th^ 
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smaHer stick, which is pressed convulsively 
against the further end of the channel among 
the fine powder there ^accumulated, as if he^ had 
just pierced through and through . some iittle 
viper that was wriggling and struggling to escape 
from his clutches. The next moment a delicate 
wreath of smoke curls spirally into the air, the 
heap of dusty particles glow with fire, and 
Kory-Kory, almost breathless, dismounts from 
bis steed. 

This operation appeared to me to be the 
most laborious species of work performed in 
Typee; and had I possessed a sufficient 
intimacy with the language to have conveyed 
my ideas upon the subject, I should certainly 
have suggested to the most influential of the 
natives the expediency of establishing a college 
of vestals to be centrally located in the valley, 
for the purpose of keeping alive the indis- 
pensable article of fire ; so as to supersede the 
necessity of such a vast outlay of strength and 
good temper as were usually squandered on 
these occasions. There might, however, be 
special difficulties in carrying this plan into 
execution. 

What a striking evidence does this operation 
furnish of the wide difference between the 
extreme of savage and civilised life. A gentle- 
man of Typee can bring up a numerous family 
of children and give them all a highly respect- 
able cannibal education, with infinitely less toil 
and anxiety than he expends in the simple pro- 
cess of striking a light ; whilst a poor European 
artisan, who through the instrumentality of a 
lucifer performs the same operation in one 
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second, is put to his wit's end to provide for his 
starving offspring that ftjofd which the children 
of a Polynesian father, without troubling their 
parent, phick from the hranches of every tree 
round them. 
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CHAPTER XV 

Kindness of Marheyo and the rest of the Islanders— A 
full Description of the Bread-frait Tree — Diflferent 
Modes of Preparing the Fruit. 

All die iohabkants of the valley treated me 
^th great kindness; but as to the hoosdiold 
of Maiheyo, with whom I was now permanently 
d(»mciled, nothing could surpass their efforts to 
minister to my comfort To the gratification 
of my palate they paid the most unwearied 
attention* They continually inrited me to 
partake of food, and when after eating heartily 
I declined the viands they continued to offer 
me, they seemed to think that my appetite stood 
in need of some piquant stimulant to excite its 
activity. 

In pursuance of this idea, old Marheyo him- 
self would hie him away: to the sea^shore by the 
break of day, for tiie purpose of collecting 
various species of rare seaweed ; some of which 
among ' these people are considered a great 
luxury* After a. whole day spent in this 
em^3rment, he would return about nightfall 
with several cocoa-oat shells filled with different 
descriptions of kelp. In preparing these for 
use hie lyianifested all tiie ostentation of a 
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professed cook, although the chief mystery of 
the affair appeared to consist in pouring water 
in judicious quantities upon the slimy contents 
of his cocoa-nut shells. 

The first time he submitted one of these 
saline salads to my critical attentipn I naturally 
thought that an3rthing collected at such pains 
must possess peculiar merits; but a mouthful 
was a complete dose; and great was the con- 
sternation of the old warrior at the rapidity with 
which I ejected his Epicurean treat 

How true it is, that the rarity of any particular 
article enhances its value amazingly. In some 
pact of the \TiUey — I, know not where, but pro- 
bably in the neighbourhood of the sea^^the giris 
were sometimes in the habit of procunng: small 
quantities of salt, a thimbleful or.so being the 
result of tthe imited labours of a party of five or 
six employed for the ^eater part of the day. 
This predous cominoddty they brought to the 
house, enveloped imnultitudinous folds of leaves; 
and as a special mark of the esteeni in which 
they held me, would.spread an immense leaf on 
the ground, and dropping one by one a few 
minute particles of the salt upon it, invite me to 
taste them. ; 

From the extravagant value placed upon the 
article, I verily believe, that with abiishel of 
common Liverpool ^t all the real estateiin 
Typee ^might have- been purchased. With -a 
small pdnch of it in one hand, and a quarter 
section of a bread-fniit in the other, the greatest 
chief in the valley would have laughed at ail.the 
luxuries of a Parisian table. 

The celebrity of the bi'eadtfruit .tsee, and the 
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conspicuous pMceit occupies in a Typee bill of 
fare, induce me to give at some length a general 
description of the tree, and the various modes 
in which the fruit is prepared. 

The breadfruit tree, in its ^oribus pjime, is 
a gaand and to\^erii^ object, fonning the same 
feature in a Marqiiesan landscape that the patri* 
ardial elm does in New Englahd soenery^ The 
latter tree it not a little resembles in hei^t, in 
the wide spread of its stalwart branches, and in 
its v^iemble and unposing aspisct. 

The leaves ofi tiie bread-fruit tree are oi great 
size, and their* edges are cut and scalloped' as 
fantastically as those of a, lady's lace collar. As 
they annually tend towards decay, they almost 
xival in the brilHant' variety of th^ir gradually 
changing hu^ the, fleeting shades of the expiring 
dolplun. The autumnal tints of our American 
forests, gloriims as they are, sink into nothing in 
comparisdn with this tree. 

. The leslf, in: one particular stage, when neatly 
all the prismatic colours are blended on < its 
surface, is. often converted by the natives into a 
superb and striking head-dress. The' principal 
fibre traversing its length being split open a 
convenient distance, and the elastic sides of the 
aperture pressed apart, the head is inserted 
between them, the leaf drooping on one side, 
.wiA its forward half turned jauntily upon the 
brows, and the remaining part spi^dmg laterally 
bdiind the eaks. 

The fruit somewhat resembles in magnitude 
and general appearance one of our citron melons 
of ordinary size ; but, unlike the citron, it has 
no sectional lines drawn along the outside. It** 
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surface is dotted all over with little conical 
prominences, looking not unlike tiie knobs on 
an antiquated churdi door. The iind is perhaps 
an eighth of an indi in thickness ; and denuded 
of tins, at the time whpn it is in the greatest 
perfection, tiie fruit presents a beautiful jgUri^ of 
white pulp, the whole c^ which maybe eaten, 
with the exception of a slenfer core, whsdi is 
easily removed. 

The bread-fruity however, is never used, and 
is indeed altogether imfit to be eaten, until sub- 
mitted in one form or other tc the action of fire. 

The most dmple manner in which this opoa^ 
tion is performed, and, I think, the best^ consists 
in placing any number of the freshly plucked 
fruit, when in a particular stage of greenness, 
among the embers of a fire, in the same way 
tiiat you would roast a potato. After the lapse 
of ten or fifteen minutes, Uie green rind em- 
browns and cracks, showing through the fissures 
in its sides the milk-white interior As soon as 
it cools, the rind drops oflf, and you dien have 
the soft round pulp in its purest and most de- 
licknts state. Thus eaten, it has a mild and 
pleasing flavour. 

Sometimes, after having been roasted in Hie 
fire, the natives snatch it briskly from tjie embers, 
and permitting it to slip out of the jrielding rind 
into a vessel of cold water, stir up the mixture, 
which they call " bo-a-sho." I never could en- 
dure this compound, and indeed tiie prepaiadon 
is not greatly in vogue among tiie more polite 
Typees. 

There is one form, however, in which the 
&uit is occasionally served, that renders it a 
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dish fit for a kmg. As socm as ^t is taken from 
the fir^ the exterior is removed, the core ex- 
tracted, and the remaining part is placed in a 
sort of shallow stone mortar, and briskly worked 
with a pesde of the same substance; While one 
person is performing this operation, another takes 
a ripe cocoarnut, and breaking it in half, which 
they also do very cleverly, proceeds to grate the 
juicy meat into fine particles. This is done by 
means of a piece of mother-of-pearl shell, lashed 
firmly to the extreme end of a heavy stick, with 
its straight side accurately notched like a saw. 
The stick is sometimes a grotesquely formed 
limb of a tree, with three or four branches twist- 
ing from its body like so many shapeless legs, 
and sustaining it two (X three feet from &e 
ground. 

The native, first placing a calabash beneath 
the nose, as it were, of his curious4ooking log- 
steed, for tl^e purpose of receiving the grated 
fragments as they fall, poounts astride of it as if 
it were a hobby-horse, and twirling the inside qf 
one of his hemispheres of cocoa-nut around the 
sharp t^eth of the moth^r-of-pear^ shell, the pure 
wh^te m^at falls in snowy i^owers into the re- 
cepfacl^ provided^ Haying obtained a qu^tity 
sufficient for his purpose, be places it in a bag 
madfi €^ tl]ie net-like, fibrous, substance attached 
to all cocqa^nut tr^^ and compressing it over 
the . bread-ifn;^t — ^which, being now sufficiently 
poimded, is put into a wooden bowl — extracts 
a thick creamy milk. The delicious liquid soon 
bubbles round the fruit, and leaves it at last just 
peeping above its surface, 

,Tbis pr^garatjon is qJled "kokoo," i^d Ik 
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most luscious preparation it is. The hobby-^ 
horse and the pestle and mortar w6re in great 
requisition during the time I remained in the 
house of MarheyOj and Kory-Kory had frequent 
occasion to show his skill in their use. 

But the great staple articles of food int6 which 
the bread-fruit is converted by these natives are 
known respectively by the names of Amar and 
Poee-Poee. 

At certain seasons of the year, wheh the fruit 
of the hundred greves of the valley has reached 
its maturity, and hangs in golden spheres from 
every branch, the islanders assemble in harvest 
groups, and gamer in the abundance which sur- 
roimds them. The trees are stripped of their 
nodding burdens, which, easily freed from the 
rind and core, are gathered together in capacious 
wooden vessels, where the pulpy fruit is soon 
worked by a stone pes,tle, vigorously applied, 
into a blended mass of a doughy consistency, 
called by the natives '^Tutao." This is then 
divided into separate parcels, which, after being 
made up into stout packages, enveloped in suc- 
cessive folds of leaves, and bound round with 
thongs of bark, are stored away in large re- 
ceptacles hollowed in the earth, from whence 
they are drawn as occasion toay require: 

In this condition the Tutao sometimes re- 
mains for years, and even is thought to improve 
by age. Before it is fit to be eaten, however, 
it has to undergo an additional process. A 
primitive oven is scooped in the ground, and 
its bottom being loosefy covered with stones, a 
large fire is kindled within it. As soon as the 
requisite degree of heat-is^ attained, the embers 
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are removed, and the surface of the stones being 
covered with thick layers of leaves, one of the 
larger packages of Tutao is deposited upon them, 
and overspread with another layer of leaves. 
The whole is then quickly heaped up with earth, 
and forms a sloping mound. 

The Tutao thus baked is called "Amar;" 
the action of the oven having converted it into 
an amber-coloured caky substance, a little tart, 
but not at all disagreeable to the taste. 

By ano^er and final process -the " Amar " is 
changed into " Poee-Poee." This transition is 
rapidly eflfected. The amar is placed in a vessel, 
and mixed with water until it gains a proper 
pudding-like consistency, when, without further 
preparation, it is in readiness for use. This is 
the form in which the "Tutao*' is generally 
consumed. The -singular mode of eating it I 
have already described. 

Were it not that the bread-fruit is thus capable 
of being preserved for a length of time, the 
natives might be reduced to a state of starvation ; 
for, owing to some unknown cause, the trees 
sometimes fail to bear fruit ; and on such oc- 
casions the islanders chiefly depend upon the 
supplies they have been enabled to store away. 

This stately tree, which is rarely met with 
ui)on the Sandwich Islands, and at Tahiti does 
not abound to a degree that renders its fruit the 
principal article of food, attains its greatest ex- 
cellence in the genial climate of the Marquesan 
group, where it grows to an enormous magnitude, 
and flourishes in the utmost abundance; 
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Melancholy Condition— Occurrence «t the Tl— Anecdote 
o£ Marheyo-^Shaving the . Hedd of a Waarior 

In looking back to this period, ^an(l calling to 
remen^brance the number^less proofs of kindness 
and respect which I received from jthe natives of 
the valley^ I can scarcdy understand how it was 
that, in the midst of so many consolatory cir- 
cumstances, my mind should ^till have been 
consumed by the most dismal forebodings, 
and have remained a prey to the profoun^est 
melancholy. It is true that the suspicious CHf» 
cumstances lyhich had attended the disappear- 
ance of Toby were enoi^gh of themselves to 
excite distrust with f^ard to the savages, in 
whose power I felt myself to be entirdy placedi 
e[^)ecially when it was combmed with tjiie know- 
ledge that these very men, kipd and respectful 
as &ey were to me, were, after all, nothic^ bettet 
than a set of cannibals. 

But my chief source^of anxiety, and that which 
poisoned every temporary enjoyment, ly^s the 
mysterious disease in my leg, which still i^x^ed 
unabated. All the herbal appUcatioxis of Tino^ 
united with the severer discipline of the old 
leech, and the affectionate nursing of Kozy- 
190 ^ , 
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Kory, had failed to relieve me. I was almost 
a cripple, and the pain I endured at intervals 
was agonising. The unaccountable malady 
showed no signs of amendment; on the con- 
trary, its violence increased day by day, and 
threatened die most fatal results, unless some 
powerful means were employed to counteract it. 
It seemed as if I were destined to sink under 
this grievous affliction, or at least that it would 
hinder me from availing myself of any oppor- 
tunity of escaping from 5ie valley. 

An incident which occurred as neariy as I 
can estimate about three weeks after the <&- 
appearanoe of Toby, convinced me that the 
natives, from some reason or other, wodd 
interpose every possible obstacle to my leaving 
^lem. 

One morning there was no little excitement 
evinced by the people near my abode, and which 
I soon discovered proceeded from a vague report 
that boats had been seen at a great distance 
approaching the bay. Immediately all was bustle 
and animation. It so happened that day that, 
^e pain I suffered having somewhat abated, and 
feeling in much better spirits than usual, I had 
compUed with Kory-Kory*s invitation to visit 
the chief Mehevi at the place called the " Ti,^' 
whidi I have before described as being situated 
within the precincts of the Taboo Groves. These 
sacred recesses were at no great distance from 
Marheyo's habitation, and lay between it and 
the sea; the path that ccmducted to the beach 
passbg directly in front of the Ti, and thence 
ddrtmg along the border of the groves. 

I was reposing upon the mats, withm the 
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sacred building, in conipany With Mehevt auid 
€(everal other chiefs, "when the annquncement 
was first made. It sent a ttirill of joy through 
my whole frame ;— perhaps Toby waa about to 
return. I tose at once to my feet, and my 
instinctive impube was .to hurry down to the 
beach, equallyr tegardless of the distance that 
separated me from it, aad ot my disabled con- 
ation. As soon as Mehevi noticed the effect 
the intelligence had produced upoa..me, and 
tiie impatience I betmyed to reach the sea, 
his countenance assumed that inflexible rigifdity 
of, expression which had 90 awed, me on the 
afternoon of oUr arrival at the house of Ma^heyo. 
As I was proceeding to leave: the Ti, he laid 
his hand upon my shoulder, and said gravely, 
" abo, abo " (wait, wait). Solely intent upon the 
one thought that occupied my witni, and heed- 
less of his request, I was brushing past him, 
when suddenly he assumed- a tone, of atithority, 
and told me to **mQee" (sit dowti)* Though 
struck by the alt^tation of his demeanour, the 
excitement under which I lahouf ed was too 
strong to permit me to obey the unexpected 
command, and I wa$ still limping towards the 
edge of the pi-pi, with Kjory-Kory clingii^ to 
one arm in his efforts to restrain me, when the 
natives around, starting to their feet,, raided 
themselves along the open front of the buildiog, 
while Mdievi looked at me scowlingly, and 
reiterated his commands still more sternly. 

It was at this moment, when fifty savage 
countenances were glaring upon me, that I firk 
truly experienced I was indeed a captive in the 
valley. The conviction rushed upon me with 
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staggering force, and 1 was ovenidielmed by 
this confirmation of tny worst fears. I saw at 
once that it was useless for me to resist, and 
sick at heart, I reseated myself upon the mats, 
and for the moment abandoned mjrself to despair. 

I now perceived the natives orie after the 
other hurrying past the Ti and pursuing the 
route that conducted to the sea. Itiese savages, 
thought I, Will soon be holding communication 
with some of my own countrymen perhaps, 
who with ease could restore me to liberty did 
they know of the situation I was in* No 
language can describe the wrefcEedness which 
I fdtj and in the bittertaess of my soul I 
imprecated a thousand cuises on the perfidious 
Toby,. who had thus abandoned me to destruc- 
tion. It was in vain that Kory-Kory tempted 
me with food, or lighted my pipe, or sought to 
attract my attention by performing the uncouth 
antics that had sometimes diverted me. I was 
feirly knocked down by this last misfortune, 
which, much as I had feared it, I had never 
before had the courage calmly to comtemi^te. 

Regardless of everything but my own sorrow, 
I remained in the Ti for several hbttrs, until 
shouts proceeding at intervals from the groves 
beyond the house proclaimed the return of the 
natives from the beach. 

Whether any boats visited the biy that morn- 
ing or not, I niver could ascertain. The 
savages assured me that there had not — ^but I 
was inclined to believe that by deceiving me in 
this particular they sought to allay the violence 
of my grief. However that might me, this inci- 
dent showed plainly that the Typees intended 
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to hold nie. & prisoner* As '(i^y still treated me 
with llie same sedulous attqadQn as before, I 
was. utterly at a loss how tp ac^oufit for their, 
singular conduct. Had I been in a situation 
to instruQtjthemin any <rf the rudiments of the 
mechanic axts^ or had I manifested a disposition 
to render myself in any way useful among them, 
their conduct might have? been attributed to 
some adequate motive, but as it was the matter 
seemed to me ineicplicable. 
. During my whole stay, on the island there 
occurred but two or three instances where the 
natives ai^itied to me with the view of availing 
themselves of my superior ipformation. And 
these now appear so ludicrous that I carmot 
forbear relating them. 

The few things we had brought from Nuku- 
heva had been done up into a small bundle 
which we had carried with us in our descent to 
the valley. This bundl^ the first night of our 
arrival, X had used as a pillow, but on the suc- 
ceeding morning, opening it for the inspection 
of the natives, they gazed upon the miscel- 
laneous contents as though I had just revealed 
tx> them a casket of diamonds, and they insisted 
that so precious a treasure should be properly 
secured. , A line was accordingly attached to 
it, and the other end being passed over thq 
ridgepole of the house, it was hoisted up to the 
apex of the roo^ where it hung suspended 
directly over the mats where I usually reclined. 
When I desired anything from it I merely raised 
my finger to a bamboo beside me, and takii^ 
hold of the stripg which was there fastened 
toWCT^ the package. This wajs exceedingly 
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handy, and I took care to kt the nativeei imder- 
stand how much I applauded the mventioD., 
Of this package the chief contents were a razor 
with its case, a supply of needles and thread, a 
pound or two of tobacco, and a few yards of a 
bright-coloured calico. 

I should have mentioned that shortly aftei 
Toby's disai^pearance, perceiving the uncer- 
tainty of- the time I might be obliged to remmn 
in the valley — ^if, indeed, I ever should escape 
from it — ^and considerii^ that rfiy Whole ward- 
robe consisted of a shirt and a pair of trousers, 
I resolved to doff these garments at once, in 
order to preserve them in a suitable condition 
for wear should I again appear amoi^ civilised 
beings, I was consequently obliged to assume 
the T3rpee costume, a little dtered, however, to- 
suit my own views of propr iety^ and in which X 
have no doubt I appeared to as much advantage 
as a senator of Rome envdoped in the folds of 
his toga. A few folds of yellow tappa> ttickeij 
about my waist, descended to my feet in the 
i^tyle of a lady's petticoat, only I did not have 
recotu-se to those voluminous paddings in the 
rear with which our gentle dames are in the 
habit of ai^;menthig the sublime rotundity of 
their figures. This usually compdsed my in- 
door dress: whenever I walked out, I toperr 
added to it an ample robe of the same materia], 
Which completely enveloped my peisOn» and 
soieened it from the rays of the siin. 

One- morning I made a rent in tiiis mantle ; 
and to show the islanders with what facility it 
could be repaired, I lowered my bundle, and 
tiSdng from it a needld and thread,, proceeded 
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to stitch tip the opebidg. They regarded this 
wonderful application of science ?rith intense 
admiration; and whilst I was stitching away, 
old Marheyo, who was one of the lookers-on, 
suddenly clatppod his hand to his forehead^ and 
rushing to a comer of the house, drew forth a 
soiled and tattered strip of faded cklico — ^which 
he must have procured some time or other in 
traffic on the beach — and besought me. eagerly 
to exercise a little of my art upon it. I will- 
ingly complied, though certainly so stumpy a 
n^dle as mine never took such gigantic strides 
ov^ calico before. The repairs completed, old 
Marheyo gave me a paternal hug; and divestipg 
himself of his " maro" (girdle), swathed the calico 
about his* loins, and dipping the beloved orna- 
ments into his ears, grasped bis spear and sallied 
out of the' house, like a valiant Templar arrayed 
in a new and costly suit of armour. 

I never Jused my razor during my stay in the 
idand, but, although a very subordinate affair, it 
had been vastly admired by the Typees ; and 
Narmonee, a great hero among thm, who was 
exceedingly precise in the arrangements of his 
toilet and the general adjustment of his person, 
being the most accurately tattoed and laboriously 
horrified individual in all the valley, thought it 
would be a great advantage to have it applied to 
the already shaven crown of his headi 

The implement they usually employ is a shark's 
tooth, wluch is about as wdl adapted to the 
purpose as a one-pronged fork for pitching hay. 
No wonder, then, that the acute Narmonee per- 
ceived the advantage my razor possessed over 
the usual implement. Accordingly, one day he 
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requested as a personal favour that I would just 
run over his head with the razor. In reply, I 
gave him to understand that it was too dull, and 
could not be used to any purpose without being 
previously sharpened. To assist my meaning, I 
went through an imaginary honing process on 
the palm of my hand. Narmonee took my 
meaning in an instant, and running out of the 
bouse, returned the next moment with a huge 
rough mass of rock as big as a milestone, and 
indicated to me that that was exactly the thing I 
wanted. Of course there was nothing left for 
me but to proceed to business, and I began 
scraping away at a great rate. He writhed and 
wriggled under the infliction, but, fully con- 
vinced of my skill, endured the pain like a 
martyr. 

Though I never saw Narmonee in battle, I 
will, from what I then observed, stake my life 
upon his courage and fortitude. Before com- 
ijiencing operations, his head had presented a 
surface of short bristling hairs, and by the time 
I had concluded my unskilful operation it re- 
sembled not a little a stubble field after being 
gone over ^th a harrow. However, as the chief 
expressed the liveliest satisfaction at the result, 
X was too wise to dissent from his opinion. 
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Improt^mcqt in Health aad Spirits — ^FclicS^ of the 
Typees-^Their Enjoyments compared with those 
of more enlightened Commmiities— Comparative 
Wickedness of civilised and mienlightened People 
-—A Skirmish in thd Moui^ain with the .Warrlcm 
ofHappar. 

Day after day wore on, and still there was 
no perceptible change in the conduct of the 
islanders towards me* Gradually I Iqst all know- 
ledge of the regular occurrence of .^ days of 
the week, and sunk insensibly into that kind of 
apathy which ensues after some violent CMit- 
break of despair* My limb suddenly heale<j^ 
the swelling went down, the pain subsided, and 
I had every rea^n to suppose I should soon 
completely recover from the affliction that had 
so long tormented me. 

As soon as I was enabled to ramble about 
the valley in company with the natives, troops 
of whom followed me whenever I sallied out of 
the house, I began to experience an elasticity 
of mind which placed me beyond the reach 
of those dismal forebodings to which I had so 
lately been a prey. Received wherever I went 
with the most deferential kindness; regaled 
198 
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perpetually with the most delightfol fhiits ; minis* 
tered to by dark-eyed nymphs ; and enjoying 
besides all the services of the devoted Kory« 
Kory, I thought that for a sojoium among can« 
nibals, no man could have well made a more 
agreeable one. 

To be sure there ware limits set to my 
wanderii^ Toward the sea my progress was 
barred by an express prc^ibition of the savages; 
and after having made two or three inefie<^l 
attempts to reach it, as much to gratify my 
curiosity as apything else, I gave up the idea. 
It was in vaia to thmk of reaching it by stealth, 
since the natives escorted me in nimibers wher- 
ever I went, and not for one single moment that 
I can recall to mind was I ever permitted to be 
alone* 

The green and precipitous elevations that 
stood ranged around the head of the vale where 
Marheyo's habitation was situated ^iectually 
precluded. all hope of escape in that quarter, 
even if I could have stolen away from the 
thousand eyes of the savages* 

But these reflectbns now seldom extruded 
upon me; I gavfe myself up to the passing 
hour, and if ever xlisagreeable thoughts arose 
in my. mind, i drove them awiay. When I 
lo(Acd. around the verdant recess in which I 
was buried, . and gazed up to the summits of 
the lofty eminence that hemmed me in, I 
was well disposed to think that 1 was in the 
" Happy Valley ,''-aiKi that beyond those heights 
there was. nought but a world of care and 
anxiety« , 

M l^ extended my wanderings in the valley 
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and grew more familiar with the habits of its 
inmates^ I was fain to confess that, despite the 
disadvantages of his condition, the Polynemn 
savage, surrounded, by, all the luxurious pro- 
visions of nature, enjoyed ^n infinitely happier, 
though certainly a less intellectual existence, 
than the self-complacent European. 

The naked wretdi whd shivers beneath the 
bleak skies, and starves among the inhospitable 
wilds of Terrardel-Fuego, might indeed be made 
happier by civilisation, for it would alleviate his 
physical wants. But the voluptuous Indian, 
wi^ every desire supplied, whom Providence 
has bountifully provided with all the sources of 
pure and natiural enjoyment, and from whom 
are removed so many of the ills and pains c( 
life — ^what has he to desire at the hands of 
Civilisation? She may "cultivate his mind," 
— may " elevate his thoughts^" — these I believe 
are the established phrases — but will he be the 
happier? Let the once smiling and populous 
Hawaiian islands, with their now diseased, 
starving, and dying natives answer the question* 
The missionaries may seek to disguise the 
matter as they will, but the iacts are incontro* 
vertible; and the devoutest Christian who visits 
that group, with, an unbiased mind, must go 
away mournfully asking-r— ** Are these, alas I 
the fruits of twenty-five years of enh^ten- 
ing?" 

In a primitive state of society, the enjoyments 
of life^ though few and simpJe, are spread over 
a great extent, and are unalloyed ; but Civilisa- 
tion, for every advantage she imparts, holds a 
hundred evils in reserve ;*-the heart-burnings. 
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the jeal6usies, the social: rivalries, the family 
dissensions, and the thousand self-inflicted dis- 
comfort of refined life, which make up in units 
the swdling aggregate of human misery, are 
unknown among these unsophisticated people. 

But it will be uiged that these dK>ckihg, un- 
principled wretches are cannibals. Yerj true ; 
and a rather bad trait in their character it must 
be allowed. But they are such only when they 
seek to gratify the passion of revei^e upon 
tbeif enemies; and I ask whether the mere 
eating of human flesh so very far exceeds in bar- 
barity that custom which only a few years since 
was practised in enlightened England : — ^^a con- 
victed traitor, perhaps a marr found guilty of 
honesty, patriotism, and suchlike heinous crimes, 
had his head lopped off with a huge axe, his 
bowels dragged out and thrown into a Aire; 
while his body, carved into four quarters, was 
With his head exposed upon pikes, and per- 
mkted to rot and fester among the pid>lic 
haunts of men ! 

The flend-like skill we disp^ in the invention 
of all mimner of dsath^ealmg' engines, the vin- 
dictiv^iess with which we carry on our wars, 
and the misery and desolation that follow in 
their train, are enough of themselves to dis- 
tinguish the white civilised man as the most 
ferocious animal on the face of the earth. 

His remorseless cruelty is seen in many of 
the institutions of our own favoured land. There 
is one in particular lately adopted in one of the 
States of the Union^ which purports to have 
been dictated by the most merciful cohsidera- 
ticms. To destroy our malefactors piecemeal^ 
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drying up in tfadr veins^ drop by drop, the 
blood we are too ducken-hearted to shed by a 
single blow v^ch would at once put a period 
to their sufferings, is deemed to be infinitely 
preferable to die old^foshioned punishment ci 
gibbeting — ^much less annoyii^ to the victim, 
and more in accordance wkh the refined spirit 
of the 1^; and yet how feeble is all langiiage 
to describe tiie horrors we inflict upon these 
wretches, whom we mason up in the cells of 
our prisons, and condemn to perpetual solitude 
in tl^ very heart of our population. 

But it is needless to multiply the exampla 
of civilised barbarity; they far exceed in die 
amount of misery they cause the crimes idiidi 
we regard with sudi abhorrence in our less 
enlightened fellow-creatures. 

The term "Savage" is, I conceive, often 
misapplied, and indeed v^aen I cdnsider the 
vices^ cruelties, and enormities of every kind 
that spring up in the tainted atmosphere of a 
feverish civilisation, I am inclinddto think that 
so far as thef relative wickedness of the parties 
is concerned, four or five Mdrquesan linden 
sent to. the Umted States as missionaries might 
be quite as useful as nn equal number of 
Americans dispatched to the Islands in a similar 
capacity.. 

I once heard it given as an instance of die 
frightful depravity of a certain tribe in the 
Pacific,. that they had no woid in their language 
to express tise idea of virtue. The assertion was 
unfoimded; but were it otherwise, it mig^t be met 
by stating that their language is almost entirely 
destitute of terms to express die delightfiil ideas 
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conveyed by our endless catalogue of civilised 
crimes* 

In the altered frame of mind to which I have 
referred, every object t^nt presented ksdf to my 
notice in the valley struck me in a new light, and 
the opportuniti^ I now enjoyed of observing 
tile manners of its^ inmates tended to strengthen 
my favourable impressions. One peculiarity 
tiiat fixed my admiration was the perpetual 
Miarity reignmg tibroagh the whole eattent of the 
vale. There seemed td be no cates, griefs, 
troubles, or vexations, in all Typee. The hours 
^pped alongtas gaily as the kughing couples 
down a countiy dance. 

There were none of those thousand sources 
of irritation tiiat the ingenuity of civilised man 
fa^ created to mar his own felicity. There were 
BO foreclosures of mortgages, no protested notes, 
no bills payable^ no debts of honour in Typee; 
no unreasonable tailors and shoemakers, per-^ 
veisely bent oh being paid; no duns of any 
description ; no assault and battery attorneys, 
to fom^it discord, backing their clients up to a 
qimrrel, and then knocking their heads together ; 
no poor relations everlastingly occupying the 
spare bedrchamber, and diminishing the elbow- 
r^om at the family t&ble ; no destitute widows 
with thcfir children starving on the cold Charities 
of the world ; no beggars ; no debtors* prisons } 
no proud and hard-hearted nabobs in Typee j 
or to sum up all in one word — no Money ! 
** That root of all evil-" was not to be found in 
ti^e valley. 

In this secluded abode Of happiness there 
were no cross oki women, no cruel step-dames, 
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no withered spiftsters, no love-sick maidens, 
no sour old bachelors, no inattentive husbands, 
no mekndioly y(>ung men, no blubbering 
youngsters* and no ;squ{dHng brats. All was 
mirth, fun, ajsnd high gp6d humour. Blue devils, 
hypochondria, and doleful dtimps went and hid 
themselves ionong tiie nooks and crannies of 
the rocks. 

Here you woidd see a parcel, of children 
frolicking together the life-lotig day, and no 
quarrelling, no contention, among them. The 
same number in our: own land ccnild not have 
played together forthespace of an hour without 
biting or scratching one another. Tliere you 
might have seen a throng of yoimg females, not 
filled with envyings of each other's diarms, nor 
displaying the ridiculous affectations of gentility^ 
nor yet moving in whalebone corsets, like so 
piany automatons, but free, inartificially happy, 
and unconstrained. 

, There were some spots in that .sunny vale 
where they would freqjientJy resort to decorate 
themselves with garlands of flowers. To have 
seen them reclining beneath the shadows of ojae 
of the beautiful gtoves ; the ground about them 
strewn withfrejhly gather^ buds and blossoms, 
employed in weaving chaplet^ and necklaces;, 
one would have thought tliat all the train of 
Flora had gathered together to keep a festival in 
honour of their mistress^ 

With the young men there seemed almost 
always some matter of jdivisrsion or business on 
hand that afforded a constant variety .of enjoy- 
ment. But whether fishit^, or carving canoes, 
or polishing their ornaments, never was there 
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exhibited the least sign of strife 6r coiiteiitioi> 
among them. 

As for tfaie warriors, tbey maintained a tranquil 
dignity of .Bemeanonr, journeying^ occasionally 
from house to house, wiiere they ^wisre always 
sure to be received with the attention besto^red 
upon distinguished guests. The old men^ of 
whom there were many in: the vale^ seldom 
stirred from their mats^ where they wouldredine 
for hours and houts, smoking and ^talking to one 
another with all the garrulity of age* 

But the continual hairiness, which so £ar as 
I was able to judge, appeared to prevail in the 
valley, s|»ung principally from that all^pervading 
sensation which Rousseau has told us he at one 
time experienced, the mere buoyant sense of a 
healthfidl physical existence. And indeed in 
this particular the Typees had ample reason to 
felicitate tiiemselif^s, fbr sidoiess was almost 
unknown. During the whole period of my stay 
I saw but one invalid among them ; ' and on 
their smooth clear skins you observed no blemidi 
or marit of disease. 

The general repose, however, upon wUch I 
have just been descanting, was brofccoinupon 
about this time by an event i^^uch ^proved that 
the islanders wex« not entirely > dioem|^ from 
those occurrences -which disturb ^Stm quiet of 
more civilised communities. 

Having now been a co^derabl^ itime in the 
valley, I began to feelsurprised that the 'violent 
hostility subsisting between its inhabitants and 
those of the adjoining >bay of Ha{^r should 
never have manHested itself in any-waiiike en- 
counter. Although th^ vaHant Tjrpeea would 
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'Often by gerticulatiotis declare their undying 
hatred against their enemies, and the disgust they 
idt at th^ir i^asmibal piropeiisitiesj); although 
they dibted upon the msmifbld injure* i they had 
received at their Ittnds, yet wUii a forbearance 
trafy Qommendable, they appeared patiently to 
sit down under their grievances, and to r^ain 
£rom making any reprisals. The Happars, en* 
tsenched b^rnd their mountains, and never 
even showingthemsdves on their summits, did 
not appear to me to furnish adequate cause for 
'Hmt exoess of animosity evinced toward them 
^y.tibie.hoxoic tenants of our vale, and I vvas 
inclined to beHeve that tibe deeds of blood attri* 
tbuted to them had b^on greatly exaggerated. 

. On tibe other hand, as the clamours of war 
iiad not up to this period disturbed the serenity 
of die tribe, I began to distrust tiie tru^ of 
those reports whidt ascribed so fierce and belli- 
gerent a chamcter to tiie Typee nation^ Surely, 
tfiought I, all these terrible stories I have heard 
about the inveteracy wi^ whidi they carried on 
the feud, their deadly intensity of hatred, acMi 
die diabolical malice Widi wluch they gutted 
their levenge up(xi the inanimate forms of the 
slain, are nothing more than fables, and I must 
confess that I experienced something like a sense 
of regret at having my hideous anticipations thus 
disappointed. I feltin some scort like a 'prentice^ 
boy who, going to the |day in the expectation of 
bemg ddigbted with a cut^and-thrust tragedy, is 
almost moved to teacs of disappointment at the 
exhibition of a genteel comedy. 

I could not avoid bunking that I had £sdlen 
in with a grei^tdy traduced people, and I mocal^ed 
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tK>t a little upon the disadvantage cf having a 
i>ad name, which in this instance had given a 
tribe of savages, who were as pacific as so many 
lambkins, the reputation of a confederacy^ 
gianMdllers. T ' ^ 

But subsequent events proved that I'hadb^6n 
a IMe too premature in Coming to ttiis conclu- 
sion. One day about noon, happening to be at 
the Ti, I had lain down on the mats Iwdi severafli 
of the chiefs, and had gradually sunk into a 
most luxurious siesta, when I was awakened by 
a tremendous outcry, and starting dp brfield the 
natives seizing their spears and hurrying out, 
while the most puissant of the chiefs, grasping 
the six muskets which were ranged against 'the 
bamboos, followed after, and soon disaf)peared 
in the groves* These movements were accom- 
panied by loud ^outs, in which ** Happar, 
Happar,'* greatly predominated. The islanders 
were now to be seen running past the Ti, 
and strikii^ across the valley to th^ Happar 
side. Presently I heard die shaip report of a 
musket from the adjoining hills, and ih^h a 
burst of vokes in the same direction. At this 
the women, who had congregated in the groves, 
set up the most violent clamours, as they in- 
variablydo here as elsewhere on every occasion 
of excitement ind alarm, with a view of tranr 
quillising their own minds and disturbing other 
people. On this particular occasion they made 
such an outrageous noise, and c<:mtinued it wi% 
such perseverance, that for a while, had entird 
volleys of musketry been fired off in the neigh- 
botirmg mountains, I shotuld not have been able 
to have heaid them, ^ t ^ 
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When ^is female commotion had a little 
subsided I listened eagerly for further informa- 
tion. At la^ bang went another shot, and then 
a second volley of yells from the hills. Again 
all was quiet, and continued so for sudi a 
fleng^ of tiode that I be^an to think the con- 
tending , annies had agreed upon a suspension 
of hostilities; when pop went a third gun, 
followed as before with a yell. After this, for 
nearly two hpiujs . nothing occurred worthy of 
commeoti save some stragding shouts from the 
hillside, sounding like the halloos of a parcel of 
truant boys wl^ had lost themselves in the 
woods. 

During tbfis interval I had remained standing 
on the piazza <rf the "Ti," which directly 
fronted the Happar mountain, and with no one 
near me btit Kory-Kory and the old super- 
annuated savages I have before described. 
These latter never stirred from their mats, and 
seemed altogether unconscious that anything 
unusi|al was going on. 

As for ^.ory-Kory, he ai^)eared to think that 
we were in the midst of great events, and 
sought mo$t zealously to impress me with a 
due sense of their importance. Eveiy sound 
that reached us conveyed some momentous 
item of intelligei)ce to hun. At such timesi as 
if he were gifted with second sight, he would go 
through a variety, of pantomiiuic illust^tions, 
showing me the precjse manner in which the 
redoubtable Typees were at that very moment 
chasti^ii^ the insolence of the enemy. '^ IViehevi 
hanna pipp^^ nuee Hajpar," he exclaimed ^very 
five minutes, giving me to understand that 
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toder that distinguished captain the warriors of 
his nation were performing prodigies of Talour. 

Having heard only four reports from the 
muskets, I was led to believe that they were 
worked by the islanders in the same manner as 
the Sultan Solyman's ponderous artillery at the 
siege of Byzantiiim, one of them taking an hour 
or two to load and train. At last, no sound 
whateva: proceeding from tihe mountains, I 
concluded that the contest had beai deter- 
mined one. way or the other. Such appeared, 
indeed, to be ^&ie case, for in a little while a 
courier arrived at the ** Ti," almost breathless 
with his exertions, and convmunicated the news 
of a great victory having been achieved by his 
countrymen : " Happar poo arva l-^Happar 
poo arva !" (the cowards had fled). Kory^Kory 
was in ecstasies, and commenced a veh^tteht 
harangue, which, so far as I understood it, 
implied tlxat fhe result exacdy. agreed with his 
expectations, and whidi, moreover, was in- 
tended to convince me that, it would be a 
^erfe<;tly useless undertaking, even for Bin army 
of fire-eaters, to offer battle to the irresistible 
heroes of our valley.' In. all this I of course 
acquiesced, and looked forward with no little 
interest to the return c^ the conquerors, whose 
victory I feared might not have been purchased 
without cost to themselves. 

But here I was again mistaken ; for Mehevi, 
in conducting his .warlike Operations, rather 
indined to the Fabia!n than to the Bonapartean 
tactics, htBbanding his . resources and exposing 
his troops to no unnecessary hazards. The 
total loss of the victors in this, obstinate!^ 
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contested aff^ was, in killed, wounded, an4 
missing — one forefinger and part of a thumb- 
nail (which the late propfrietor brought along 
with him in his hand), a severely contused sam^ 
and a considerable efiusion of blood flowing 
from the thigh of a chie^ who had received an 
ugly thrust, from a Happar ispear^ What the 
enemy had suffered I could not discover; but I 
presume they had succeeded in taking off with 
them the bodies of their slain« 

Such was the issue of the battle » far as its 
results came under my observationi; and as it 
appeared 'to be cbnsidered an event' of pro- 
digious iinportiancei I' Ireasonably concluded 
that di^ wars of f^ natives were marked by 
no very ssdiguinary traits. I afterwards learned 
how ^ Mdmlish had br^pinatedi A number 
of the Happars liad been discovered prowHng 
for no good purpose on the Typee side of the 
mouiitatnj the alann was sounded, and the 
invaders, filter a protracted resistance, had been 
chased over the frontier. But why had not the 
intrepid Mdievi carried the war into Happar ? 
Why had he not made a descent into the hostile 
vale, and l)r6ught away soine trophy of hia 
victor3^^some nmteriali for thd cannilud enter* 
tainment which I had heard usually terminated 
every engagement? After all, I was muf^ 
inclined to believe that auch shocking festi^^ 
must occur very rardy among the islander6» if 
indeed th^ ever take i^kioe. 

For two or three days dbe laCe event was die 
theme of general c(»mneiit; dter which tiie 
exditement gradually wore away, and the valley^ 
lesuQttd its accustomed tranquillity. 
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Swimming in company with the Girls of the V«lley— A 
CaQm--*£^Sects of the Taboo— A Piea8iire£xcai8ion 
. on the Pond— BeautiM Freak of F^rawajF—Maatiur 
making — A Stranger arrives in the Valley — ^His 
mysterious conduct— Native Oratory— ^The Interview 
— Its Results — ^D^Nirture of the Stranger. 

Returmihg healdi afid peace of nund gave a 
new interdst to ererything around me. I sought 
to diversify my time by as many enjoyments as 
lay within my reach. Batiung in company vnJth 
troops of giris formed one. ctf my chief amuse- 
meiits* We sqmi^tmes' enjoyed the recreatioa 
in the waters of a imniature Mke, into which 
the central stream t>f the valley expanded. This 
lovely sheet of wdter was sdmost circular in 
figure, and about tlnree hundred yards across. 
Its beauty was indescribable. All arotmd its 
banks waved luxuriant masses of tropical foHage, 
soaring high above which was to be seen, here 
and there; the symikietrical shaft of the cocoa- 
nut tree, surmounted by its tuft of graceful 
blanches, drooping in the air like so many 
wa^g ostrich ^umes. 

The ease and grace with w)iich the maidens 
of the valley propelled themselves through the 
water, and their familiarity with the elemer' 
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were truly astonishing. Sometimes they migbc 
be seen gliding along, just under the surface^ 
without apparently moving hand or foot — then 
throwing themselves on their sides, they darted 
through the water, revealing glimpses of their 
forms, as, in the course of their rapid progress, 
they shot for an instant partly into the air — ^at 
one moment they dived deep down into the 
water and the next they rose bounding to the 
surface. 

I remember upon one occasion plunging in 
among a parcel of these river-nymphs, and 
counting vainly upon my superior strength, 
sought to drag some of them under, the water, 
but I quickly repented my temerity. The 
amphibious young cresatures swarmed about me 
like a shoal of dolphins, and sdzitkg hold of my 
devoted limbs, tumbled me about and ducked 
me under the surface, until from the strange 
noises whidi rang in my ears,' and the super<- 
jmtural visions dancing b^ore my eyes/ 1 thot^t 
I was in the Mnd of spirits. I stood indeed 
AS little chance among them as a ctitmbrous 
whale attacked on all sides by a legion of sword- 
fish. When at length they relinquished their 
hold of me, theys^amaway in every direction, 
laughing at my clumsy endeavours to reach 
ihem* 

There was no boat on die lake ; bat at my 
solicitatioci and for my special use, some of the 
young men attached to Marheyo's ' housdiold, 
under the direction of the indefatigable Kory^- 
Kory, brought itp a Bght and tastefully carved 
canoe from the sea. It was launched i^n the 
sheet of water» and floated there as gracefully 
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as a sw^. But, melancholy to relate, it pro- 
duced au effect I had not anticipated. The 
sweet nymphs, who had sported with me before 
in the lake, now all fled its vicinity. The pro- 
hibited craft, guarded by the edicts of the 
" taboo," extended the prohibition to the waters 
in which it lay. 

For a few days, Kory-Kory, with one or two 
either youths, accompanied me in my excursions 
to the liake, and while I paddled about in my 
light canoe, would swim after me shouting and 
gambolling in pursuiu But I was ever pardal to 
what is termed in the ** Young.Men's Own Book " 
— " the society of virtuous and intelligent yOung 
ladies ; " and in the abs^ce of the mermaids, 
the amusement became dull and insipid. One 
morning I expressed to my faithful servitor my 
desire fox the return of the nymphs. The honest 
fellow looked at me bewildcired for a moment, 
and then ^pok his head solemxdy, and mur- 
mured, ^^ Taboo/ taboo/'* giving me to under- 
stand that unless the canoe was removed, I could 
not expect to have the young ladies back again. 
But to this procedure J was averse ; I not only 
wanted the canoe to stay where it was, but I 
wanted the beauteous Fayaway to get into it, 
and paddle i^tii me about the lake. This latter 
proposition completely horrified Kory-Kory's 
notions of propriety. . He inveighed against it, 
as s<Hxiething too monstrous to be thought of. 
It not only shocked their established notions of 
propriety,, but was at variance with* all: their 
religious ordinances. 

However, although the " taboo " was a ticklish 
thing to meddle with, I determined to test i*^ 
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capabilities of resisting an attack. I consulted 
the chief Mehevi, who endeavoured to dissuade 
me from my object : but I was not to be re- 
pulsed ; and accordingly increased the warmth 
of my solicitations. At last he entered into a 
long, and I have no doubt a very learned and 
eloquent exposition of the history and nature of 
the *• taboo'* je affecting this particular case; 
employing a variety of most extiiaordinary words, 
which, from their annaiing length and sonorous- 
ness, I have every reason to believe were of a 
theological nature. But all that he said £dled 
to convince me : partly, perhaps, because I 
could not comprehend a word that he uttered ; 
but chiefly, that for the life of me I could not 
understand why a woman ^ould not have as 
much right to enter a canoe as a man. At last 
he became a little more rational, and intimated 
that, out of the abundant love he bore me, he 
would consult with the priests and see what 
could be done. 

How it was that the priesflipod of Type^ 
satisfied the affair with their consciences, I know 
not; but so it was, and FayaWay's dispensation 
from this portion of the taboo yras at lengtfi 
procured. Such an event I believe never before 
had occurred in the valley ; but iiv^as high time 
the islanders should be taught a little gallantry, 
and I trust that the example T set l^em may 
produce beneficial effect). Ridiculous, indeed, 
that the lovely creatures should be obliged to 
paddle about in the water, like so many ducks, 
while a parcel of great strapping fellows skimmed 
over its surfoce in their canoes. 

The first day after Fayawa/s eiriandpation. 
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I bad a delightful little party on the lake — the 
damsel, Kory-Koiy, and myself. My zealous 
body-servaxit brought &om the house a calabash 
of poee-poee, half a dozen young cocoa-nuts- 
stripped of Uieir husks— ^three pipes, as many 
yams, and me on his back a part of the way. 
Something of a load ; butKory^Kory wais a very 
strong man for his size, and by no means brittle 
in the spine. We hada irery pleasant day ; my 
trusty valet phed the paddle and swept us gently 
along the margin of the water, boseath. the 
shades of the overhanging thickets. Fayaway 
and I reclined in the stem of ^le caboe, on the 
very best terms possible witii <wie anodier; the 
gentle nymph occasionally placing her pipe to 
her lip, and exhaling the mild fumes of the 
tobacco, to which her rosy breath added a fresh 
perfume. Strange as it may seem, there is 
nothing in which a youiig and beautihil feraale 
appears to more advantage than iii the act. of 
smoking. How captivati^ is a Peruvian lady 
swinging in her gaily woven hammo<± of grass, 
extended between two orange trees, and ihhaUng 
the fiagrance of a choice cigacrol But Fayai- 
way, holding in her ddicatdy formed <^ve hand 
the long yellow reed of her pipe, witb its quaintly 
carved bowl, and every few moments languislib* 
ingly giving forth light wreaths of vapoiur from 
her mouth and nostrils, kxAed still more 
enga^ng.. 

We floated about thus for several hours, when 
I looked up tb the warm, glowing, tropical sky, 
and then down into ^e transparent depths 
below; and when my eye, wandering £rom 
the bewitching scenery, around, fell upon th^ 
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grotesqiidly-tattoocd form of K6ry-Kocy; and 
finally encountered the pensive gaze of Faya- 
way, I thought I had been transported to some 
fairy region, so unreal did everything appear. 

This lovely piece of water was the coolest 
spot in all the valley, and I now made it a place 
of continual resort dbring the hottest period of 
the day. One :side of. it lay niear the termina- 
tion of a long gradually expaiiding gorge^ which 
mounted to the heights that' environed the 
vale. The'strong trade wind, .met in its course 
by these elevations, circled and eddied about 
their summits, and was sometime^ driven down 
the steep ravine and swept across the valley, 
ruflaing in its passage the otherwise tranquil 
surface of the lake* 

One day, after we had been paddling about 
for some time, I disembarked Kory-Kory, and 
paddled the canoe to the windward side of the 
lake. As I turned the canoe^ Fayaway, who 
was with mti seemed all at once to be struck 
with some happy idea* With a wild exclama- 
tion of delight, she disengaged from her person 
the ample robeoftappa which was knotted over 
her dioulder (for the purpose of shidding het from 
the sun), and spreading it out Uke a sail, stood 
erect with upcaised arms in die head of the 
canoe. We American sailors pride ourselves 
upon our straight dean spars, but a prettier little 
mast than Fayawa/s made was never shipped 
aboard of any craft.* 

In a moment the tappa was distended by the 
breeze — the long brown, tresses of Fayaway 
streamed in the . air— -and the canoe glided 
rapidly throt^h the water, and shot towards the 
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shore. Sejated in the stern, I directed its course 
with my paddle until it dashed up the soft slop- 
ing bank, and Fayaway, with a light spring, 
alighted on the ground; whilst Kory-Kory, who 
had watched our manceuvres with admiration, 
now clapped his hands in transport, and shouted 
like a madman. Many a time afterwards was 
this feat repeated. 

If the reader has not observed ere this that I 
was the declared admirer of Miss Fayankray, all 
I can say is that he is little cooversant with 
afifairs of the heart, and I certainly shall not 
trouble myself to enlighten him any further. 
Out of the calico I had brought from the ship I 
made a dress for this lovely girL In it she 
looked, I must confess, some^ipg like an opem 
dancer. The drapery . of the latter damsel 
generally commences a little above the elbows, 
but my idand beauty's began at the waist, and 
terminated suflScienUy far above the ground 
to reveal the most bewitching ankle in the 
universe. 

The day that Fayaway first wore this robe 
was rendered memorable by a new acquaintance 
being introduced to me. In the iaftemoon I was 
lying in the house, when I heard a great uproar 
outside ; but being by this time pretty well ac* 
customed to the. wild halloos which were almost 
continually ringing through the valley, I paid 
little attention to it, until old Marheyo, under 
the infltience of some, strange excitement, rushed 
into my presence and communicated the as- 
tounding tidings, "Mamoo pemi!" which being 
interpreted, implied that an individual by the 
name df Mamoo was approaching. . My worthy 
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old friend evidtsatly expected that tliis inteffi- 
g^nce would produce a great effect i upon me, 
and for a time he stood earnestly regarding me, 
as if curious to see how I should conduct 
mysislf, but as I remained perfectly unmoved, 
the oki gentleman darted out of the house 
again, m as great a hurry as he had entered it. 

"Mamoo, Mamoo," cogitated I, "I have 
never heard that name before. Some dis- 
tinguished character, I presume, from the 
prodigious riot the natives are makii^;" the 
tumultuous noise (kawing nearer and nearer 
every moment, while " Mamoo I — Mamoo ! " 
was touted by every tongue. 

I made up my mind that some savage warrior 
of corisequence, who had not yet enjoyed the 
honour of an audience, was desirous of paying 
bis respects on the present occasion. So vain 
had I become by the lavish attention to winch I 
had been accustomed, that I Mt half inclined, 
as a puni^iment for such neglect, to give this 
Mamoo a cold reception, when the excited 
throng came within view, convoying one of the 
most striking specimens of humanity that I. ever 
beheld. 

The stranger could not have been more than 
twenty-five years of age, and was a litde above 
the ordinary height; had he been a single hair's 
breadth tall^, the matchless symmetiy of his 
form would have been destro3red. His unclad 
limbs were beautifully formed; whilst the ele* 
gant outline of his figure, together ifitii his 
beardleiss cheeks, might have entitled him to the 
dii^ction of stan^g for the statue of the 
Polynesian AppUo ; andjndeed the ovA of his 
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countenance ^md the regularity of every feature 
reminded me of an antique bust But the 
marble repose of art was suj^lied by a warmth 
and liveliness of expression only to be seen in 
the South Sea Islander under ^e most favour- 
able developments of nature. The hair of 
Mamoo was a rich curling brown^ and twined 
about his temples and neck in littie close 
curling ringlets, which danced up and down 
continually when he was animated in conver- 
sation* His cheek was of a feminine softness, 
and hi3 face was free from the least blemish of 
tattooing, although the rest of his body was 
drawn all over witii fianciful figures, which-^ 
unlike the unconnected sketching usual among 
the natives — appeared to have been execute4 
in co[nformity with some general design. 

The tattooing on his back in particular attracted 
my attention. The artist employed must indeed 
have excelled in his profession. Traced along 
^e course of the spine was accurately delineated 
the slender, tapering, and diamond-checkered 
shaft of the beautiful "artu" tree. Branching 
from the steap on . either side, and disposed 
alternately, were the graceful bmnches droopipg 
with leaves all correctly drawn, and elaborately 
finished. Indeed, this piece of tattooing was the 
best specimen of the Fine Arts I had y^t seen 
in Typee. A rear view of the stranger mighj 
have si^ge$ted the idea of a spreading vine 
tacked against a; garden wall. Upon his breast, 
anas, and legs^ w^reexhibited an infinite variety 
Of figures; every one of whiqh, however, ap- 
peared to have ref^ence to the general effect 
sooght.tobeptodui^ed. The tattooing I have 
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described was of thd brightest blue, and when 
contrasted with the light olivfe colour of the 
skin, produced a unique and 6v6n elegant effect 
A slight girdle of white lappa, scarcely two 
inches in width, but hanging before and behind 
in spreading tassels, composed the entire cos« 
tume of the stranger. 

He advanced surrounded by the islanders, 
carrying under one arm a small roll of the native 
cloth, and grasping in his other hand a long and 
richly-decorated spear. His manner was that 
of a traveller conscious that he is approaching 
a comfortable stage in his journey. Every 
moment he turned good-hutoouredly to the 
throng around him, and gave some dashing sort 
of reply to their incessant queries, whidi ap- 
peared to convulse them with uncontrollable 
mirth. 

Struck by his demeanour, and the pecuUarity 
of his appearance, so unlike that of the shav^- 
crowned and face-tattooed natives in general, I 
involuntarily rose as he entered the house, and 
proffered him a seat on the mats beside me. 
But without deigning to notice the civility, or 
even the more incontrovertible fact of my exist- 
ence, the stranger passed on, utterly regardless 
of me, and flung himself down upon the further 
end of the long couch that traversed the 6ole 
apartment of Marheyo's habitation. 

Had the belle of the season, in the pride of 
her beauty and power, been cut in a place of 
public resort by some supercilious exquisite, she 
could not have felt greater indignation than I 
did at this unexpected slight. 

I was thrown into utter astotdshment The 
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conduct of the savages had prepared tne to 
anticipate from every new-comer the same 
extravagant expressions of curiosity and regard. 
This singularity of his conduct, however, only 
roused my desire to discover who this remark- 
able personage might be, who now engrossed 
the attention of every one. 

Tinor placed before him a calabash of poee- 
poee, from which the stranger regaled himself, 
alternating every mouthful with some rapid ex- 
clamation whidi was eagerly caught up and 
echoed by the crowd that completely filled the 
house. When I observed the striking devotion 
oi the natives to him, and their temporary with- 
drawal of an attention from myself, I felt not a 
little piqued. The glory of Tommo is departed, 
thought I, and the sooner he removes from ^e 
valley the better. These were my feelings at 
the moment, and they were prompted by that 
glorious principle inherent in all heroic natures 
— ^the strong-rooted determination to have the 
biggest share of the pudding or go without any 
of it. 

Mamoo, this all-attractive personage, having 
satisfied his hunger, and inhaled a few whiSs 
from a lupe which was handed to him, launched 
out into an 'harangue which completely en- 
chained the attention of his auditors. 

Little as I understood of the language, yet 
from his animated gestures and the varying 
expressions of his features — reflected as from so 
many mirrors in the countenances around him, 
I could easily discover the nature of those pas- 
sions which he sou^t to arouse. From the 
frequent occurrence of th^ words *< Nukuheva** 
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and " Fiaimee " <Fiencb), and some others wkb 
tte meaning of which I was acquainted, he 
appeared to be rehearing to his auditors eve»& 
wluch had receptly occurred in the neighbour^ 
ing bays. But bow he had gained the know- 
ledge of these matters I could not understand, 
unless it were that be had just come from 
Nukuheva — a si^^sition which his trarel- 
stained appearance not a little supported But, 
if a native of that region, I could not account 
for his friendly reception at the hands of the 
Typees. 

Never, certainly, had I beheld so powerful 
an exhibition of natural eloquence as Mamoo 
displayed during tjie course of his orattoi^ 
The grace of the attitudes into which he threw 
his flexible figure, the striking gestures of hid 
n^ed arms, and above all, thp fire which shot 
from bis brilliant eyes, in^>atted an efifect to tiMi 
continually changing aqcents of his voice* <H 
which the mo^ accomplished orator nught have 
been {nroud At one moment reclining sideways 
upon the mat, and leaning calmly upon, lus 
bended arm, he related circumstantially the 
aggressions of the French-rtheir hostile visits 
to the sunoundipg bays> enwnemting each one 
in successionr-Happar, Puerka, : Nukuheva, 
Toir, — ^and then starting to his feet and precifi- 
tatmg himself fori^a^rd with denoh^ hands and 
a countenance distorted with passion, bef poured 
out a tide of invectives. Falling back into atn 
attitude of, lofty command, he exhotted 6m 
Typees to cesist these encroachments; iietoindf 
ing them, with a fierce glance of epcidtation, that 
as yet. the .terroi; of their jiamebud pieseryed 
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them &om attdcki aod "with a scomiiil. sneer he 
sketched in ironical terms the wondrous intre- 
pidity of the French^ who, with five war-canoes 
and hundreds of men» had not dared to assail 
the naked warriors of their valley. . 

The effect he produced upon his audience was 
electric; one and all they stood regardii^ him 
with sparkling eyes and trembling limbsi as 
tl«nigb they were listening to the inspired voice 
of a prophet. 

But it soon appeared that Mamoo's powers 
were as versatile as they were extraordinary. 
As soon as he had finished this vehement 
harangue, he threw himself again i^n the 
mats, and, singUng out individuals in the crowd, 
addressed them by hame, in a sort of bantering 
style, the humour of which, though nearly hidden 
from me, filled the whole assembly with up* 
roarious delist 

He had a word for everybody; and, turning 
rapidly from one to another, gave utterance to 
some hasty witticism, which was sure to be 
followed by peals of laughter; To the females, 
as well as to the men,.he addressed his discourse* 
Heaven only knows what he said to them, but 
he caused smiles and blushes to mande their 
b^enuous £M:es. I am, indeed, very nmdi in^ 
dlined to believe that Mamoo, widi his hand-> 
some person and captivatii^ manners, was a sad 
deceiver among the single maidens of the idand. 

During all this time he had never, for one 
iiKnnent, deigned to regard me. He appeared^ 
indeed, to be altogeth^ unconscious of my 
presence. I was utteriy at a loss how to ac^ 
count for this eKtmotdinary conduct I easily- 
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perceived that he was a man of no little con- 
sequence among the islandiers ; that he possessed 
uncommon talents ; and was gifted with a higher 
degree of knowledge than die inmates of the 
valley. For these reasons, I thwefore gready 
feared lest having, fidm some cause or other, 
unfriendly feelings towards me, he might exert 
his powe]^ul influence to do me mischief. 

It seem^ evident that he was not a per- 
manent resident of the vale, and yet, whence 
coirid he have come? On all ;5ides the Tjrpees 
were girt in by hostile tribes, arid how could he 
possibly, if belonging to any of these, be received 
with so much cordiality ? 

The personal a^^arance of the enigmatical 
stranger suggested additicmai perplexities. The 
face, friee from tattocung, and the unshaven crown, 
were peculiarities I had never before remarked 
in any part of the island, and I had always 
heaid that the contrary were considered the indis- 
pensable distinctions of a Marquesan warrior. 
Altogether the matter was perfectly incompre- 
hensible to me, and I awaited its solution with 
no small d^ree of anxiety.. 

At length, from certain indications, I suspected 
that he was making ine the subject of his 
remarks, although lie a|^)eared cautiously to 
avoid either pronouncing my name, or looking 
in the direction where I lay. All at once he 
rose from the mats where he had been reclming, 
and, still conversing, inioved towards me, his eye 
plirposely evading mine, and seated himself 
within less than « yard of me. I had hardly 
recovered from my surprise, when he suddenly 
turned . round, anc^ with a most benignant 
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countenance, extended his ri^t hand gracefiilly 
towards me. Of course I accepted the courteous 
challenge, and, as soon as our palms met, he 
bent towards me, and murmured in n^usical 
accents — "How you do?" "How iong you 
been in this bay ? " "You like this bay ? " 

Had I been pierced simultaneously by three 
Happar spears, I oxdd nc^ have started. more, 
than I did at hearing these simple questions! 
For a moment I was overwhelmed with astonish^ 
ment, and then answered something! know not 
what ; but as soon as I regained my self-posses* 
sion, the thought darted through my mind ithat 
from this individual 1 might obtain lliat infomut* 
tion regarding Toby which I suspected the 
natives had purposely withheld from me. Ac* 
cordingly I questioned him concerning the 
disappearance :of my. companion, but he denied 
all. knowledge of the matter. I then inquired 
from whence he had come? He replied, firoin 
Nukuheva. When I expressed my surprise, iie 
looked at me for a moment, as if enjoying coy 
perplexity, and then, with his. strange vivacity, 
exdaimed— "Ah 1 me. taboo, — me go Nuku* 
heva,— me go Tior,— me go Typee,— me go 
everywhere, — nobody harm me, — me taboo-" 

Tliis explanation would have been altogether 
unintelligible to me, had it not recalled to my 
mind something I had previously heard con- 
cerning a singular custom among these islandeis* 
Though the country is p|0ssessed by various 
tribes, whose muttial hostilities almost wholly 
precludie any intercourse between them ; yet 
there are instances where a person having ratified 
fnendly relations with some individual belonging 
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to tile valley, whose inmates ate at war with his 
own, may, under particular restrictions, venture 
with impunity into the countiy of his friaid, 
where, under other circumstances^ he would have 
been treated as an aiemy. In this light are 
personal friendships regaided among them, and 
the individual so protected is said to be ^' taboo," 
and his person, to a certain extent, is held as 
sacred. Thus the stranger hofonned me he had 
access to all the valleys in the island. 

Curious to know how he had acquired his 
knowledge of English, I questioned him on the 
subject.. At first, for some reason or otiier, he 
evaded the inquiry, but afterwards told me that, 
when a boy, he bad been carried to sea by the 
captain of a trading vessel ^"^ whom he had 
stayed three years, living part of the time with 
him at Sydney, in Australia, and that, at a sub* 
sequent visit to the island, the captain had, at 
his own request, x>ermitted him to remain among 
his countrymen. The natural quickness of the 
savage had been wonderfully improved by his 
intercourse widi the white ,men, and his i)artial 
knowledge of a foreign language gave him a 
great ascendancy pver his less accomplished 
coiintrymen. 

When I asked ^he now affable Mamoo why it 
was that he had not previously spoken to me, he 
eagerly inquired what I had been led to tUnk 
of him from his conduct in that respect. I 
replied, that I had su|q)osed hun to.be some 
great chief or warrior, who had seen {^enty of 
white men before, and did not think it worth 
while to notice a poor sailor. At this dedaia- 
tioD of the exalted opinion X had formed of hini» 
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be tfR)cared Yasftly gratified, and gave me to 
understand that he had purposely behaved in 
that manner, in otder[to increase my astonish- 
ment, as soon as he should see proper to 
address me. ' 

Hamo6 now sought to learn my version of 
the story as to how I came to h€ an inmate of 
the Typee valley. When I elated to him the cir- 
cumstances under which Toby and I had entered 
it, he listoied with evident interest; but as soon 
as I alluded to the absence, yet unaccoimted for, 
of my comrade, he endeavoured to change th6 
subject, as if it were something he' desired not 
to agitate. It seemed, indeed,, as if everything 
connected with Toby was destined to beget 
distrust and anxiety in my bosom. Notwith- 
standing! Mamoo's denial of any knowledge of 
his fate, I could not- avoid suspecting that he 
was . deceiving me ; and thiis suspicion revived 
those frightful* apprehensions with regard to my 
own fstte, which, fwr a short time past, had 
subsided in my breast. 

Influenced by these feelings, 1 now felt a 
strong desire to avail myself of the stranger's 
protection^ and iinder his safeguard to return to 
Nukuheva. But as soon as I hinted at this, he 
imhesitatingiy pronounced it to be entirely 
impracticable ; assuring me that the Typees 
would never coilsent to my leaving the valley. 
Although whatihe said merely confirmed the 
impression which I had before entertained, still 
it increased my anxiety to escape from a captivitjr, 
which, however eniSteirable, nay, delightful it 
might be in some respects, involved in its issues 
a fate marked by the most frightful contingencie*^ 



I could not conceal from my mindtbat Toby 
had been tr^ted in the saoie !&iendly manner 
as I had been, and yet all their kindness had 
.terminated in his mysterious i disappearance. 
Might not the same fate await me?-^-a fsite 
too dreadful to thijEilc pf. Stimttb/ted by these 
consideration^, I urged anew my request to 
Mamooj but he ^tily set forth in stronger 
colours the impossibility of -my escape, and re- 
peated his previous declarations that the T3rpees 
would never b^ brought to consent to my 
departure. 

When ], endeavoured to learn from him the 
motives which prompted them to hold me a 
prisoner, Marnoo again assumed that mysterious 
.tone which had tormented nie with apprehen- 
sions when I had.que$ti;o*>ed him with r^ard to 
the fate of my copapanioo.^ 

Thus repulsed, in a manner which only served, 
-by arousing. the most dreadful forebodings, to 
excite me to renewed attempts, I Conjured him 
to intercede for me with the natives, and en- 
xieavour to procure, their consent to my leaving 
them. To this he appeared strongly averse ; 
,hut, yielding at last to my iniportunities, he 
addressed several of the <^efs, who mrith the 
rest had beeq eyeing us intently during the 
whole of ourconversation. His petition, how- 
ever, was at once met with the most violent 
disapprobationj manifesting itself in angry 
;glances and gestures, ahd a pferfect torrent of 
passionate words, directed to both him and 
myself* Marnoo, evidently repenting the step 
he had taken, earnestly deprecated dbe resent- 
ment of the crowd, and in a few' moments 

,,tized by Google 



Conduct ot the Natives 225 

4«iieceeded fih. pacify isg to some extent the 
clamours, which liad broken out as soon as his 
Reposition bad been undecstood. 

With the most intense interest had I watdied 
.4he reception hi^ intercession mi^ receive ; and 
A bitter pang shot through my ^rt at the adii^ 
:tional evidence, now furnished, of .the uochange* 
able determination : of the islanders. Mamoo 
told me, with evident alarm in his countenance, 
that althoi;^ admitted into the bay on a friend^ 
iooting with its inhabitants, he couki ^ot presume 
to meddle with their: concerns, as sudi o, pn>- 
fcedtire, if peijsisted in,'w6uld at once absolve ithe 
Typees from the restramts of the "Taboo,* 
ikithough so Ibng as he refrained from any sudi 
ccmduct, it iicreenisd him: :e£fectually from the 
(Cpnsequences:of the enmity they bore has tribe.. 
.. At this momenty Mehevi, who was present, 
angrily interrupted him; and the words rwhidi 
he uttered,, in a com^nanding tone; evidently 
meant that he must at once cease talking to me, 
and withdraw to the other part of the house. 
Mamoo immediately started up, hurriedly en- 
joining me not to address him again, and, as I 
valued tny safety, to refrain from all further 
allusion to the subject of my d^)arture ; and 
^en, in comf^nce with th^ order of the deter- 
mined chi^f, but not before it had again been 
.angrily repeated, he withdrew to a distance. 

1 now perceived^ with no small degree c^ 
^{^rehension, the (same savage expression in 
the countenance of the natives which had startled 
<me during the scene at the Ti. They glanced 
their ^es suspiciously from Mamoo to me, as 
if distrusting the nature of an intercourse caniec? 
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on, as it was, in a langua^ diey could noi tmdeN 
stajMl, and. ^y seemed to harbour the b^ef 
that akeady we had conceited measures calcur 
htedto elude, their vigihtnce. 

The fiydy cbuatenances of ^ese people are 
VGSiderfally indkattve of the em(^ns of the 
8Qul| and ^ impaf eetions of their oral language 
are mote than compensated for by die nervous 
doquence of tbdir looks and gestures. I could 
pflamly trace, in evay taiying expression of their 
bcesy all those passions winch had been thus 
^mexpectecHy.aroused in their bosoms. 

It required no reflecdoa to convince me^ from 
tffaat wits going on, thaithe injunction of Mamoo 
was not to be . i^hly slighted ; and' accordingly^ 
gteat as vfsA the efort to suppress my feelings, I 
accosted Meh^vi m a good-humouved tone, with 
fL view of dissipating any ill impression he might 
have redeiyed; But the irefhl, angry chief was 
not so easily mollifiedi He rejected my advsuices 
:widi' that peculiarly stem expression I have before 
described^ and Jtook caite by the whole of his be- 
haviour towards me to ^ow the di^leasure and 
resentment which he felt 

Mamoo, at the other extremity of the house, 
apparently desirous of making a diversion in 
my favour, exerted himtelf to amuse with his 
pleasantries the crowd about him ; but his lively 
attempts were not so toccessfol as they had 
previously been, and, foiled in his efforts, he 
rose gravely to depart. No one estp^fessed az^ 
tegret at this movement, so seizing his roll o( 
tappa, and grasping his spear, he advanced to 
the front of the pi-^pi^ and waving his band in 
adieu to the now siiedt throng, cast upon me a 
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glance of mingled pity and reproach, and flung 
himself into the path which led from the house. 
I watched his receding figure until it was lost in 
the obscurity of the grove, and then gave myself 
up to the most desponding^ reflections. 
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Reflections after Maraoo's Departure — Battle of the 
Pop-guns — Strange Conceit of Marheyo—Process of 
making Tappa. 

The knowledge I had now obtained as to the 
intention of the savages deeply affected me. 

Mamoo, I perceived, was a man who, by 
reason of his superior acquirements, and the 
knowledge he possessed of the events which 
were taking place in the different bays of the 
island, was held in no little estimation by the 
inhabitants of the valley. He had been received 
with the most cordial welcome and respect The 
natives had hung upon the accents of his voice, 
and had manifested the highest gratification at 
being individually noticed by him. And yet, 
despite all this, a few words urged in my behalf, 
with the intent of obtaining my release from 
captivity, had sufficed not only to banish all 
harmony and good-will ; but, if I could believe 
what he told me, had gone nigh to endanger his 
own personal safety. 

How strongly rooted, then, must be the 
determination of the Typees with regard to me, 
and how suddenly could they display the 
strangest passions ! The mere suggestion of my 

232 tized by Google 



Reflections 233 

departttre had e^ranged from me, for the time 
at least, Mehevi, who was the most influential of 
all the chiefsj and who had previously exhibited 
so many instaqces of ^ his friendly sentiments. 
'l?he,resl;;of the vnatives had likewise evinced 
their $tt<»ig repugnance to my w:ishes, and even 
Kory-Kory himself seemed to share in the general 
disapprobation bestowed upon me. 

In ^iin I racked my invention to find out 
some motive for the strange desire these people 
manifested to retain me among them; but I 
could disdover none. 

But. however this might be, the scene which 
had just occurred admonished me of the danger 
of trifling with the wayward and passionate 
spirits against whom it was vain to struggle, and 
might even, be fatal to do sa My only hope 
was^ induce the natives to believe that I was 
reconciled to my detention in the valley, and 
by assuming a tranquU and cheerfUl demeanour, 
to allay the suspicions which I had so unfortu* 
nately aroused. Their confidence revived, they 
might in a short time remit in some degre,e 
their watchfulness over my movements, and I 
should then be the better enabled to avail myself 
of any opportunity. which pres^ted itself for 
escape. I determined, therefore, to make the 
best of a bad batgain, an4 to bear up n^anfully 
against whatever might betide. Jn this endeavour 
I succeeded beyond my own expectations. At 
the period oi Mamoo's visit, I had been in the 
vaHey, as nearly as I could conjecture, some 
two months. Although not completely recovered 
firom my itrdnge illness wl^h still lingered about 
me^ I was free from pain and able to take 
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exercise; In sftort^ I had every reason to antici- 
|Mite a perfect recovery. Freed from apprehen- 
sions on this point, aikl resolved to regard the 
future without flinching, I flung myself anew 
into all the social pleasures of the vall^, and 
sought to buiy sdl regrets, and all remembrances 
of my previous existence, in the wild enjoyments 
it afforded. 

In my varioiis wanderhigs through the vale, 
and as I became better acquainted with the 
^haract^r of its lAfaabitdntS', I was more and 
more struck with the light-hearted joyousness 
that everywhere prevailed; The minds of these 
simple savages, unoccupied by matters d graver 
moment, were capable of deriving the utmost 
delight from circumstances which would have 
passed unnoticed in more intelligeirt communi- 
ties. All their enjoyment, indeed, seem to be 
made up of the little trifling incidents of the 
passing hour; but these diminutive items swelled 
altogether to an- amount of happiness seldom 
experienced by more enlightened individuals^ 
whose i^asures are drawn from mote elevated 
but rarer sources. 

What community, for instance, of refined and 
Intellectual mortals would derive the least sads^ 
faction from Shooting pop^guns? The mere 
supposition of such a thing being possible would 
excite their indignation, and yet the whole 
population of Typee did little else for ten days 
but oecupy diem^lveswith that chiMish amise^ 
ment, fau-ly screaniing, too, with the delight it 
afforded them. 

One day I was frblkking with a litde spirited 
urchin, some six years old, ^o chased me with 
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a piece of batabbo about tiiree feet, long, with 
which he occasionally belaboured me^ Sdzing 
the stidc from him, the:^ea happened to suggest 
itself, that I vcdght make for the yoimgster, out 
of thei' sleiider tube, one of thos^ nursery 
muskets with which I had soimetimes seen 
children idaying, AcccMrdingly, wWt my. knife I 
made two pacallel slits in the crime seveial inches 
in length, and cutting Ibose at one end the 
Mastic strip b^ween them, bent it back and 
slipped the poiiit into a little notch made for the 
purpose. Any small substance placed against 
this woidd be projected with considerable force 
through the tube,: by merdy springing the b^it 
strip out of the notdu 

Had I poss^ised the remotest idea of the 
sensation tiiis piece of ordnance was destined to 
I>roduoe^ I 9hoi;kl certainly have taken out a 
patent for the invtotion. Tht boy scampered 
away with it,, half . delirious with ecstasy, and in 
twenty minutes afterwards I might have been 
seen surrounded) by a rioisy crbwd-rvenerable 
old greybeards-^responsihlfe fathers of faJnilies 
— ^valiant warriors — matrons— young men-rrgirte 
and cfaildreil,^ dJt ; holding iiv then: hand bits of 
bamboo, and eadi:tdam6uiirig/to be served 
fir^ 

I'or (three or four:hDtus I was engaged in 
manufacturing popguns, but at last'made over 
my good-lvill a^ interest in the concetti to a lad 
of reraiarkably quick parts, whom I, Soon initiated 
into the art arid, mystery. 

Pop^ Pop, Pop, Pop, now resounded over all 
the valley* . Duek^ skirmishes, pitched batdes, 
and general engag^ents were to^be.seea or 
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CTery sidfe.- Here, as you walked along a path 
ivf»cn led through a thicket, you fell into a 
cunningly-kid ambush, and became a target for 
a body of musketeers whose tattooed limbs 
yott could just see peeping into view through 
the foliage. There, yoii were assailed by the 
int^pid garrison of a house, who levelled 
their bamboo rifles at you from between 
the upright canes which composed its sifles. 
Further on you were fired upon by a detadi* 
ment of sharpshooters, mounted upon the top 
6fapi-pL 

Pop, Pop, Pop, Pop I green ,g»ivas; seeds, 
and berries were flying about in evjery direction, 
and during this dangerous state of ;afifairs I was 
half afraid that, like the man and his braben bull, 
I ' should fall a victim to my own ingenuity. 
Like everything else, however, the exckement 
gradually wore away, thoi^ ever after occa^ 
sionai pop-guns might be heard at all hours of 
the day. : . • 

It was towards the close of the' pop^n war, 
that i was infinitely -diverted with a strange 
freak of Marheyo's, 1. ■ ' 

I had worn, whenr I quitted the ship, a pair of 
thick pumps, which,^ from the xough usage they 
had received in scaling precipices and sliding 
down gorges, were so (Ulapickted as ■ t6 be al- 
together unfit for use-^sOi at le^st^ would have 
thought the generality of peojilcv alhd so they 
most certainfy were, when consi4ered in the 
light of shoes. But things lunservioeable in one 
way, may with advantage.be appHedin another, 
that is, if one have genius enimi^ for the pur- 
pose. This genius Marheya possessed in a 
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superktiye degcee, as he abundahlly evinced by 
the use to which he put these sorely bruised 
and battered old slK)es. i 

Every artjcle^ however trivial, which belonged 
to Die, ^e nati^v^es appfeared to regard as sacred ; 
and I observed that for several days after be* 
coming an inmate of the house, my pumps were 
suffered to remain^ untouthedy where I had first 
happened to throm them. I remembered, how* 
evar,'that after a while I had missed them from 
their accustomed place ; bitt the ibatter gave me 
no concern, supposuig that Tinor-^-hke any 
other tidy housev^ifie, having com^ across ' them^ 
in some . of her dDmestic occupations-*^had 
pitched the useless things Out of the house^ 
But I was soon undeceived^ 

OnCiday I. observed old Marheyo bustling 
about Bie with, unusual activity, ^and to sudi a 
degree as almost to 'Superseded Kory^Kory in 
the fonctions.:of his ofilke. One < moment . he 
volunteered to* trot off with me on bis bick to 
thef stream ; and when i refdsed, noways daunted 
by the) repulse, he comihued to frisk about me 
like a superahmiated housq^dog. I could not 
for the Hfe of xoe an^'etrture what possessed the 
old gentlemam^, until' all at once, availing iiim- 
self of the temporary absence x)f the household^ 
he wdnt through a variety of /uncbiith gestures, 
pointing: eagierfy down to my feet,^nd dsen up 
to a little i)imdle which swung ^om the ridge- 
pole overhead. At last I caugl^ a faint idea of 
his medning, add nibtioned to;him to lower the 
padcage. JEIe exedited the ^ order in the tw^dc-^ 
ling of.an eye,.aBd unrolling a piece ofts^ppk 
displayed to my astonished gazjs dieTdenticai 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



»3» . . Typce 

pumps wbk^ I tbbught had been tleitroyed long. 
befora 

I immediately comprehended his desires, and 
very generously gave him the shoes,, vrhich had 
become quite mouldy, wondering for what 
earthly pirpose he could want them. 

The same afternoon I descried the venerable 
warrior approaching the house, with a slow, 
stately gait, earnings in. ears, and spear in hand, 
with this highly omarnental pair of shoes sus- 
pended from his neck by a strip of bark, and 
swinging backwards and forwards on his capa« 
cious cheat , In the gala costume of the tastdbil 
Marheyo, these calf-skin pendants ever after 
formed the most striking feature. ; 

But to turn to something a little more impor* 
tant Although th6 whole existence of the 
inhabitants of the valley seemed to pass away 
exempt from toil, yet tiiere wece scnne light 
employments which, although itmusing ra^er 
than laborious as : occupations, . contributed to 
their cx>mfbrt apd luxury^ lAmong; these, the 
most important wa& the manufacture of the 
Dative cloth — */ tappa,^'-rt-so well known^ under 
various modifications, Ihixntghont the whole 
Polynesian, Archipelago. As is generally wider-^ 
■§tood, this useful and sometimes elegant article 
is fabricated from the baik of difiGsnsnt trees* 
But, as I. believe that no description of its 
manufacture has ever been givdn^ I shall state 
what I know regarding: it. . /. . 

In the manufacture .of the beautiful white 
tappa generally worn on the Maxquesan Islands, 
the prdiminary operation consbts ifi gatiiering a 
certain quantity pf the young ^tranches c£ ^e 
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doth-tree. Th^ exterior green T)ark being palled 
off as worthless, there remains a slender fibrous 
substance, whi(^ is carefully stripped from the 
stick, to which it closely adheres. When a 
sufficient quantity of it has been collected^ the 
various strips are enveloped in a covering of 
large leaves, which the natives use precisely as 
we do wrajqnng-pipcr, and which are secured 
by a few turns of a Ime passed round them. The 
package is th^n laid in the bed pf some running 
stream, with a heavy stone -placed over it, to 
prevent its beijog swept away. After it has 
remained for two or three days in ^r state, it 
is drawQ Out, and expdsed, for a short time, to 
the action of tiie air, evbry distinct piece being 
attentively inspiected, '#itik a mw of ascertaining 
wfaetherit bas yet been sufficiently afiected by 
the operation. This- is repeated again and 
again, imtil ^e desired result is obtained. 

When Uie substiance-i^ in a proper state for 
ihe next pcoe^s^ it betrays evidences of in^ 
cipient decomposition J the fibres- ate itelalced 
and softened, and rendered perfectly malleable; 
The different strips :^re now exttodicd, one* by 
one, in sucbeasive laiy^ upon some smooth 
sntbtGr^gtnmiWf tivb pcotstrate ^nnk iof a 
coooa-^nut itrde,-— and the ! heap thus formed is 
subjected^.at every new increase, to^a moderate 
beating, withia sort of wooden mall^, teisutely 
applied. The mallet is niade of a. baud i heavy 
wood resembUng ebooy^ is about twelve wndits 
in length, and peiiiaps two in breadth^ withf a 
rounded handle at one end, and in shape ik th^ 
exact cotrnterparbiaf one of our fouivsided'^^«>r* 
strops. The flat surfaces of the implemenCAir^ 
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maiiced with shallow parallel indentations, vary- 
ing in depth on the different sides, so as to be 
a<£ipted to the several stages of the openttion. 
These marks produce the corduroy sort of stripes 
discemihle in the tappa in its finished state. 
After being beaten in the manner I have de- 
scribed, the material soon becomes blended in 
one mass, which, moistened occasionafUy wi^ 
water, is at intervals hammered out, by a kind 
of gold-beating process, to afiy degf ee of thin- 
ness required. In this way the cloth is easily 
made to vaiy in strength aiul thickness, ^o as to 
aiit die numerous purposes to which it is ap^^ed. 

, When the operation last described has been 
concluded, the new-made tappa is ^ead out on 
thet grass to bleadi and dry, and soon becomes 
of a dazzHng iwdiitertess. Sortietimefe, In the first 
Btages of the manufacture, the substance is im- 
pregnated whh a vegetable juice, which gives it 
a peimanent colour. A rich brown and a bright 
ydlow are occasional^' seen, but the simple 
taste of the Typee pepple inclines them to 
jMrefier^ the nitural tintt. > : 

' The potable wife of Kamehameha, the re- 
nowned conqueror and king of the Sandwich 
Islands, used to pri^e h^self in the skill she 
dis^yed in dyeing her tappa with contrasting 
colours disposed in regular figures^ and in the 
midst of the innovations of the times, was re- 
garded, to:«i^ards the decline of her life, as a lady 
of tb« old school, dinging' as she did to the 
national cloth, in preference to the fri^ieiyof 
the European . calicoes. But the art of printing 
the la^pa is unknown upon the Marqaesan 
Islands. ' 
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In passing along the valley, I was often 
attracted by the noise of the mallet, which, when 
employed in the manufacture of the cloth, pro- 
duces at every stroke of its hard, heavy wood, a 
clear ringing, and musical sound, capable of 
being heard at a great distance. When several 
of these implements happen to be in operation 
at the same time, and near one another, the 
effect upon the ear of a person, at a little 
distance, is really charming. 
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CHAPTER XX 

History of a Day as usually spent ia the Typee Valley — 
Dances of the Marquesan Girls. 

Nothing can be more uniform and undiversified 
than the life of the Typees ; one tranquil day of 
ease and happiness follows another in quiet 
succession; and with these unsophisticated 
savages the history of a day is the history of 
a life. I will, therefore, as briefly as I can, 
describe one of our days in the valley. 

To begin with the morning. We were not 
very early risers — ^the sun would be shootmg his 
golden spikes above the Happar mountain, ere 
I threw aside my tappa robe, and girding my 
long tunic about my waist, sallied out witb 
Fayaway and Kory-Kory, and the rest of the 
household, and bent my steps towards the stream. 
Here we fotmd congregated all those who dwelt 
in our section of the vailey ; and here we bathed 
with them. The fresh mommg air and the cool 
flowing waters put both ^oul and body in a glow, 
and after a half-hour employed in this recreation- 
we sauntered back to the house — ^Tinor and 
Marheyo gathering dry sticks by the way for fire- 
wood; some of the young men laying the 
242 
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€ocoa-nut trees under contribution as they passed 
beneath them ; while Kory-Kory played his out- 
landish pranks for my particular diversion^ and 
FayaWay and I» not arm in arm tobe sure, but 
sometimes hand in hand, strolled along, with, 
feelings of perfect charity for all the world, znd 
especial good-will toward each other. 

Our morning meal was soon prepared The 
islanders are s(»newhat abstemious at this repast ; 
reserving the more powerful efforts of their 
appetite to a later period of the day. For my 
own part, with the asmstance of my valet, who, 
as I have before stated, always officiated as 
^xx>n on these occasions, I ate sparii^y from 
one of TincM:^s trenchers of poee-poee; which 
was devoted exdusivdy for my own use^ beiz^ 
mixed with the milky meat of ripe cocoa-^ut. 
A section of a roasted bceadfruit, a small cake 
of " Amar," or a mess of " C(*oo/' two or three 
bananas, or a mammee«appte; an anhuee, or 
some other agreeable and nutntious fruit served 
from day to day to diversify the meal, which was 
finidied by tossix^ off the iiiquiid contents of a 
young cotoa-^nut or two. 
, WMle partaking of tiiis stmi^e repast, the in** 
mates of Maltheyo's house, after the style of the 
indoloit Romans, recBned in sociable groups, 
upon the divan of mats, and digestion was pro- 
moted lay cheerful conversation. 

After the morning meal was concluded, pipes 
were lighted ; and among them my own: especial 
pipe, a present from the nolde MdievL The 
islanders, who only smoke a whiff or two at 
a time, and at long intervals, and who keep their 
pipes going feom hand to hand continuaQy, 
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r^arded my systematid soiokmg of four or i^^& 
pipefuls of tobacco in suebession, as something 
quite wonderluU When tmo w three {Hpes had 
circula;ted freely, the company gradually btdce 
up. Marheyo w^it to the little hut he was for- 
ever buHcMng. Tiiior beganto inspect her rolls 
of tappa, or employed her busy fingers in plaitixig- 
grass-mats. The girls anointed themselves with 
tiieir fragrant oils; dressed their hair^ or looked 
over their curious finery, and compared together 
their ivory trinkets, fi^ishioDed out of boar's tusks 
or whale's teeth. The youi>g men and warriors 
produced their spears, paddles, canoe-gear^ battle- 
clubs, and war*conchs, and occupied themselves 
in carving all sorts of figures J upon them with 
pointed b^s of shell or flint, and adorning them,^ 
especially the war-condis, willh tassds of 'braided 
ba^kahd tufts of human hair. Some, immedia;tely 
after eating,, threw themeelves osice more /upon 
the inviting mats, and jresumed the employment 
of the previoiis rnght^ deeping as soundly as if 
they had riot closed ^theireyes^ for; a' week.. 
Others. sallied ootjiiito the^^;roTes,foT.the fmr- 
pose of gathering fruit or. fibres, of* baik and 
leaves ; the last two being iil constant requisition, 
and applied to a hundr^ vies*^' A Jsw, perhaps,, 
arpoi^ the girls, woukL^p fnto the vh>ods after 
flowers, or repair to.the stream, with, small cakb" 
bashes and cocoa-nut shells, /in oideD ^ polish 
tiiem hy faction with a smooth istoiie in; the 
water. In trut^ these innoceiit people > seemed 
to be at no loss Ibrrsomething to* occxcpy their 
time ; and it would be no light task ta enumerate 
all their employments, or rather pleasures* 
. .My own mornings I spent in a variety of wajs^ 
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Sometimes I lambled about from house to house, 
sure of receiving a cordial welcome wherever I 
went; or from grove to grove, and from one 
shscdy place to another, in company with Kory- 
Kory and Fayaway, and a rabble rout of merry 
young idlers. Sometimes I was too indolent 
for exercise,, andaccepting one of the many in- 
vitations I was continually receiving, stretched 
myself out on the mats of some hospitable 
dwelling, and occupied myself i^easantly either 
in watching the proceedings of those around 
me, or taking part in them myself. Whenever 
I chose to do the latter, the delight of tiie 
islanders was boundless ; and there was always ar 
throng of competitors for the honour of initnict- 
ing me in any particular craft I soon became 
quite an accomplished hand at making tappa, — 
could braid a grass sling as well as the best of 
them, — and once, with my knife, carved the 
handle of a javelin so exquisitely, thftt I have no 
doubt, to this day, Kamoonoo, its owner, pre- 
serves it as. a .suqxrising specimen of my i^ill. 
As noon approached, all those who had wandered* 
forth from our habitation began to return; and 
when mid-day was fairly cpme, scarcely a sound 
was to be heard in the valley ] a deep sleep felt 
upon alL The luxurious siesta was hardly ever 
omitted, except by old .Marheyo, who was so 
eccentric a character, that he seemed to be 
governed by no fixed principles whatever; but 
acting just according to the humour of the 
moment, slept, ate„ or tinkered away at his little 
hut, without regard to the proprieties of time or 
place. Frequ^Uly he might have been sben 
taking a nap in the sun at noonrday, or a ba^* 
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in the sttes^m at imdmght* Once I beheld him 
perd>ed eighty feet from the^ groundi in the 
tuft of a cocpa-nut tree, smdcing; and often I 
saw him standing up to the ymst in water, 
engaged in plucldng out the stiaj hairs of his 
beard, using a piece of mussel-shell for tweezers. 

The noon-tide slumber lasted ^penerally an 
hour and ^ half; very often longer ; and after 
the sleq)Qrs bad arisen from their mats they 
again had recourse to their pipes^ and thsa made 
preparations fpr the most important meal of the 
day. 

I, however, like those gentlemen of leisure 
who breakfast at home and dine at their club, 
almost invariably, during my intervals of health, 
enjoyed the afternoon > repaid wit^ the bachdlor 
^idfs of the Ti, who were always rejoiced to 
Oee me, and lavishly spread before me all the 
good things which their larders afforded. Mehevi 
generally produced among other daindes a 
baked pig, an article which I.have every reason 
to suppose was. provided for my sole gratifi^ 
cation. 

Th^ Ti was a right jovial p^ce. It did my 
heart, a3 Well as my body, good to visit it. 
Secure from female intrusion, Ihere was no 
restraint upon the hilarity of /the warriors, who, 
like the gentlemen of Europe slQu^t Hie doth is 
drawn and the Jadies retire, freely indulged their 
mirth. ... 

After spendiQg a considerable portion of the 
afternoon, at the Ti,. I usually found myself, as 
the cool of the. evening came oq, either sailing 
on the little lake with Fayaway, or bathing in 
the waters of the stream vdth a nuipber of the^ 
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savages, who, at this hour, always repaired 
thither. As the shadows of night approached, 
Marheyo's household were once more assembled 
under bis roof : tapers were lit^ long and curious 
chants were raised, interminable stories were 
told (for which one present was little thet wiser), 
and all sorts of social festivities served to while 
away the time. 

The yoimg girls very often danced by moonp 
light in front of their dwellings* There are a 
great variety of these dances, in which, how- 
ever, I never saw the men take part. They all 
consist of active, romping, mischievous evo- 
lutions, in which every limb is brought into 
requisition. Indeed, the Marquesan girls dance 
all over, as it were; not only do their feet 
dance, but their arms, hands, fingers, ay, their 
very eyes, seem to dance in their heads. In 
good sooth, they so sway their floating forms, 
arch their necks, toss aloft their naked arms, and 
glide, and swim, and whirl, that it was almost 
too much for a quiet, sober-minded, modest 
young man like myself. 

The damsels wear nothing but flowers and 
their compendious gala tunics ; and when they 
pltmie themselves for the dance, they look like 
a band of olive-coloured Sylphides on the point 
of taking wing. 

Unless some particular festivity was going 
forward, the inmates of Marheyo's house retired 
to their mats rather early in the evening ; but 
not for the night, since, after slumbering lightly 
for a while, tibey rose again, relit their tapers, 
partook of the third and last meal of the day, 
at which poee-poee alone was eaten, and then, 
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after inhaling a narcotic whiff from a pipe of 
tobacco, disposed themselves for the great busi- 
ness of night, sleep. With the Marquesans it 
might almost be' styled the great business of 
life, for they pass a large portion of their time 
in ^e arms of Somnus. Tlie native strength of 
their constitutions is no way s^own more em- 
phatically than in the quantity of sleep they 
can endure. To many of them, indeed, life is 
little else than an often interrupted and luxurious 
nap. 
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The Spring of Arva Wai — Remarkable Monumental 
Remains— Some Ideas whh regard to the History 
of Pi-pis foimd ia* the Valley. 

Almost every country has its medicinal springs 
famed for their healing virtues. The Chelten- 
ham of Typee id embosomed in the deepest 
solitude, and but seldom receives a visitor. It 
is situated remote 6:0m any dwelling, a little 
way up the mountain, near the head of the. 
valley; and you approach it by a pathway 
shaded by the most beautiful foliage aiid adorned 
with a thousand fragrant plants. 

The mineral waters of Arva Wai ^ ooze forth 
from the crevices of a rock, and gliding, down 
its mossy side, fall at .last, in many clustering 
drops, into a najtural basin of stone fringed 
round with grass and dewy^looking little violet- 
coloured flowers, as fresh and beautiful as the: 
perpetual moisture they enjoy can make them. 

The water is held in high estimation by the. 

^ Xpsesume this might be translated into '/Strong 
Waters*" "Arva is the name bestowed upon ^ ropt the 
properties of which are both inebriating and medicinal, 
•* WftI" is (he Marquesan word for water.- 
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islanders, some of whom consider it an agree- 
able as well as a medicinal beverage; they 
bring it from the mountain in their calabashes, 
and store it away beneath heaps of leaves in 
some shady nook near the house. Old Mar- 
heyo had a great love for the waters of the 
spring. Every now and then he lugged off to 
the mountain a great round demijohn of a cala- 
bash, and panting with his exertions, brought it 
back filled with his darling fluid. 

The water tasted like a solution of a dozea 
disagreeable things, and was sufficiently nauseous 
to have made the fortune of the proprietor, had 
the spa been situated in the midst of any civil- 
ised commiinity. 

As I.&m no chemist, I cannot^ve a sden^ 
tific analysis of the water. Ail I know about 
the matter is, that one day Marheyo in my 
presence poured out theiast drop from his huge 
calabash, and I observed at the bottom of the 
vessel a small quantity of gravelly sediment 
very much resembling our^ common sand. 
Whether this is always found in. the water, and 
gives it its peculiar flavour and virtues, or 
* whether its presence was merely incidental, I 
was n6t able to ascertain. 

One day in returning from this spring by a 
circuitous path, I came upon a scene which 
reminded me of Stonehenge and the architectural 
labours of the Druids. 

At the base of one of the mountains, and 
surroimded on all sides by dense groves, a 
series of vast terraces of stone rises, stqp by 
step, for a considerable distance up the hill side. 
These terraces c^not be les^ than one bup^d 
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ya^s in lengA and twenty in width. Their 
naagnitude, howcTcr^ is less striking than the 
imtQeose size of the blocks composing them. 
Some of'th^ stones, of an oblong sha^, are 
fixMn ten to fifteen feet in length, and five or 
six fleet thick. Their sides are quite smooth, 
but though square, and of pretty regular for- 
mation, they bear no mark of the chisel. They 
are laid together without cement, and here and 
there show gaps between. The topmost terrace 
Bnd the lower one are somewhat peculiar in 
their construction; They have both a quad- 
rangular depression m ^t oentre, leaving the 
rest of the terrace elevated several feet above 
it: In the intervals of the stones immense trees 
have taken root, and their Ibroad bows stretching 
far over, and interlacing together, support a 
canopy abnost impenetmbletd the Sun. Over- 
poising the greater part of them, and climbing 
fxom one to another,' is a wilderness of vines, 
in whose jsiiiewy embrace many of the stones 
lie badf liidden, while in some places a thick 
growth of bushes entirely covers them. There 
is a wild pathway which obliquely crosses two 
of these tenaces ; and so pt6found is the shade, 
so dense tiie vegetation, that a stranger to the 
X)lace might pass along it without bemg aware 
of their existences 

These structures bear every indication of a 
very high antiquity, arid Kor)^-Kory, who was 
imy authority in all matters of scientific research, 
^ave me to imderstand that they were coeval 
with the creation of the world ; that the great 
gods .themselves were the builders; and that 
ttiey would endure until time shall be no more- 
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-Kory-Korj^s pixmipt explanation, and liis attri- 
buting the work to a diyine origin, at once 
.convinced me that neither he nor the rest of his 
^countrym^n knew anything abont th^n. 

As I gazed upoiv this monoment; doubtless 
the work of an extinct and forgotten race, thus 
buried in the green nook of an island at the 
^nds of the earth, this existence of which was 
yesterday unknown, a strdnger feeling of awe 
came over me than if X had stood musing at the 
mighty base of the Pyramid of Cheops. There 
are no inscriptions, no sculpluite, no due, by 
which to conjeetjare its history : nothing but th6 
dumb stones. How many generarions of those 
majestic trees which overshadow them have 
grown and flourished and decayed since first 
Siey were erected ! 

These remain^ naturally suggest many inte^ 
^ting reflections, • They establish the rgreat age 
of the island^ an opinion which : the bnilders of 
theories concerning the creation of the various 
groups in the South Seas are not always inclined 
to admit, for my own part, I thiiik it just as 
probable that human beings were living in the 
valleys of the Marquesas, three thoasand years 
ago as that th^ w^e^ iiAabiting the land of 
Egypt. Theorigip of the island of Nukuheva 
cannot be imputed to the coral insect) for 
indefatigable as that wonderful creature is, it 
would be hardly muscular enough to pile rocks 
one upon the other more than three thousand 
feet above the level of the ^ea. That tiie land 
may have been thrown up iby a submarine 
volcano is as possible aa anything else. No 
one c^ make an aflSdavit to the contrary, and 

Digitized by Google 



The Builders M the Pi-pis ^53 

theref(»:e I will say nothing against Utt supposi- 
tion : indeed, were geologists to assert that the 
whole continent of America had in like manner 
been fomxed by the simultaneous explosion of 
a 'tn^ of £tnas Jaid under the water all the way 
from the North Pol© to the parallel of Cape 
Honi) I am ihe last man in the world to 
ccMitradict them. 

•I havealre^ menticmed that the dwellings 
of the islanders were almost inTariably built 
upon massive stone foundations, which they call 
j^pis« The dimensions of these, however, as 
well as of the stoned composing them, are com- 
paratively ^m^ : but' there are other and larger 
eiecticms of a similar description comprising 
the " morals," or burying-grounds, and festival- 
places, in neady all the vallejrs of the isdand. 
Some of these piles are so extensive, and so 
great a degree of labour and skill must have 
been requisite in constructing them, that I can 
scarcely believe they were bmlt by the ancestors 
of the present inhabitants. If indeed they were, 
the race has sadly deteriorated in their know- 
ledge of the mechanic arts. To say nothing of 
their habitual indolence, by what contrivance 
within the reach of so simple a people could 
such enormous masses have been moved or 
fixed in their places, and how could they with 
their rude implements have chiselled and ham- 
mered them into shape ? 

All of these larger pi-pis — ^like that of the 
Hoolah Hoolah ground in the Typee valley — 
bore incontestable marks of great age; and I 
am disposed to believe that their erection may 
be ascribed to the same race of men who wer-' 
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hour, chatting, smoking, eating poee-poee, or 
busily engaged in sleeping for the good of tiieir 
constitutions. 

This building appeared to be the head-quarters 
of the valley, where all flying rumours concen- 
trated ; and to have seen it filled with a crowd 
of the natives, all males, conversing in animated 
clusters, while the multitudes were continually 
coming and going, one would have thought it a 
kind of savage Exchange, where the rise and 
fall of Polynesian Stock was discussed. 

Mehevi acted as supreme lord over the place, 
spending the greater portion of his time Uiere : 
and often when, at particular hours of the day, 
it was desert^ by nearly ,^yery one else except 
the verd-antique looking centenarians, who were 
fixtures in thjs building, the chief himsdf was. 
sure to be found enjoying his ** otium cum dig- 
nitate" upon the luxurious, mats which covered 
the floor. Whenever I made my appearance he 
invariably rose, and, like a gentleman doing tiie 
honours of his mansion, invited me to repose 
myself wherever I pleased, atid calling out 
" tamaree I "- (boy), a little f^low would appear, 
and then retiring for. an ipstant, return with 
some savoury mess, from which the chief w:6uld 
pres3 me to regale myself. To tell the tntth, 
Mehevi was indebted, to the excellence of his. 
viands for the honour of my repeated visits, — 
a matter, wbiqh cannot appear singular, when it 
is borne in mind that bachelors, aU the. world 
over, are, famous for serving up uijiexceptionable 
repasts. 

One day, on drawing near to the Ti, I 
obs^red.tbat extensive prep^u^itions were goii^ 
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forwaidy plainly betokening some zpptbSBcMng 
fesdvaL Some of the symptoms reminded me 
of the stir produced am(»i^ the scuIHons of a 
large hotel, T«here a grand jubilee dinner is 
about to be giveh. liie natives were hmrying 
about hither and thither, engaged in various 
duties ; some lugging off to the stream enormous 
hollow bamboos, for the purpose of filhng <hem 
with watery otiiers dxasing. furious-looking bogs 
through the bushes^ in their endeavours to cap- 
ture them; and numbers employed in kneading 
great mountains of poee^poee heaped up in huge 
wooden vessels.. 

After observing these lively indications for a 
while, I was attracted to a neighbouring grove 
by a prodigious squeaking whidb, I heard there. 
On readiing the spot I found it proceeded from a 
lai^ hc% which atiumber of natives were forcibly 
holding to the e^uih^ while a muscular fellow, 
armed with a bludgeon, was ineffectually aiming 
murderous blows at the skull of the unfortunate 
porker. Again and agaia he missed hiswrith* 
ing and strug^ing: victim^ but though puffing 
and panting with his exertions, he still continued 
them; and' alter striking a sufficient number of 
blows to. have demolii^ed an. entire drove of 
oxen, with one crashing stroke he laid him dead 
at.hisfeet . 

Without letting any blood from the body, it. 
was immediately cknied to x fire which had 
been kindled near at hand, and four, savages 
taking hold of die carcase by its legs passed it 
rapidfy to and fh) in the flames. In a moment 
1^ smell of burning brisdes betrayed: the object. 
of this procedure* Having got thus fax in the 
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mattier, ibe body wasTeinof ed to alxtdfe'diitaxice ; 
and, being dis^nboweUed, the entrails wdielatd 
asid^ as cboke parts, and die itthole carcase 
thoroughly washed iHth water. An ample tiddc 
green d6th, composed of the long thidc leaves 
of a specie^ of palmttrte, in^nioasly tacked 
togedaer widi little pins of bamboo, was now 
spre^ trpon the ground, in which the body 
bebg €ab6fu]ly rotted, it was bcMroe to an oven 
previously prepared to iteceive it* Here it was 
at once lud updn the heated stones at tiie 
bottom^ and covered with th|dc layers of leaves^ 
the whole being quickly hidden from s%ht by a 
motmd of earth caisedibver it 

Such is the summary sQrle in; which the 
Typees' convert petve^e^ninded and rebellious 
hogs into the most docile and anu^>le pork ; a 
morsel of which placed t>n the tongue melts like 
a soft smile from the lips/of 13eauty« 

I comndend their peooliar modd of proceeding 
to the considemtioii of all butchecs, cooks, and 
housewives* The hapless pbrioer whose .fate I 
have just rehearsed, was not tiie only obevdia 
suffered on that memorable' day; Many a dis* 
mal grunt, many an imploring squeaky proclaimed 
what was going on th^i^but the whole extent 
of the valley ; arid I verilybelieve'tiie first-bom 
of every litter perished before the setting of that 
fatal sun. 

The scene iaround Ihe Ti was now most 
animated. Hogs and pdee^ee w^e baking in 
numeroQis ovens, which, heaped ^ with fresh 
earth into slight ^levatiora^; looked like so tnaiiy 
ant-hills. Scores of the savages wore vigorously 
plying their stone pestles in pr^Ntring miEisses of 
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poee^poee, and msikbers ^iv^ie gatbefing green 
bread*fruit and young cocoarnuts in the surround- 
ii^ groves ; while an exceeding great multitude, 
witb a view of imcours^g the rest in theit 
labours, stood still, and kept shouting most 
Uxstily without intermissiDn. 

It is a peculiarity among these- people, that 
when engaged in any employment they always 
make a pro!Sgious fuss about it. So seldom do 
they ever exeft themselves, that whea they do 
woric they seem detenxdjied that so meritorious 
an action shall not escape the observation of 
.diose around. If, for example, they have occa- 
sicm. to remove a stone to a little distance, which 
perhaps might be carried by two able-bodied 
lacb, a whole swarm gather about it, and, after 
& vast deal of pakvetmg^ lift it up among them, 
eveiry one struggling to get hold c^ it, and bear 
it off yelling and panting as if accomplishing 
some migh^ achievements Seeing them on 
these occasions, one \s reminded d an iniini^' 
of black ants clustering' about and dragging 
away to some hole the leg of a deceased fly. 

Having for some time atteiltivdy observed 
these demoostrations of good cheer, I entered 
the Ti, where Mebevi sat complacently looking 
out upon the busy scene, and occasionally issu- 
ing his orders* The diief appeared to be in an 
extraordinary flow of sgmts, and gave me to 
understand that on the morrow there would be 
grand doing> in the Groves generally, and at 
the Ti in particular; and miged me by no means 
to absent myself. In commemoration of what 
event, however, or in honour of what dis- 
.tinguished personage, the feast was to be given, 
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altoge^ei passed my comprehdnstoq. Mdievi 
sought to enlighteii my ignorance, but he Med 
as signally as when he had endeavoured to initiate 
me injto the perplexing arcana of the laboo* 

On leaving the Ti, Kory-Kwy, who had as a 
matter of course accompanied oke^x^bsendog that 
my curiosity remained unabated, lesolvai to 
make everything plain and isatisfacftory. With 
this intent, he escorted me through the Taboo 
Groves, pointing out to my tiotk^ a variety of 
objects, and endeavoured to. explain them ia 
such an indj^cribable jargon of words, that it 
almost put me in bodily pu^; to .listen to him. 
In particular, he led me to a remarkable pynt- 
midical sdncture som^ three yards square at the 
base» and, perhaps ten feet in height, yshkh hsA 
lately been thrown up, and ioocupied a very conr 
spicuous position. It was composed principally 
of laxge empty calabashes, with a few poBshod 
cocoa-dut shells, and looked not unlike a ceiu> 
taph of skulls. My cicerone perceived the as- 
tonishment with which X gazed at this mcmumeDt 
of savage crocket, and immediately addressed 
himself to the task of enlightening. me: but all 
in vjain; ^d to this hour the nature, of the 
monument reouiins a ix»mplele4nystei^ io me. 
As, however, it formed so prominent a feature 
in the approaching revels, I bestowed, upon the 
latter^ in my own mind, the title: of the " Feast 
of Cftlahasbes,*' 

The following morning, awaking mther lat^ 
I perceived the wbclle of Msuiieyo's Dsunily 
busily engaged in prepajdng lor the festival 
The old warrior himself, was arranging in, round 
.b^ th^ two.grey lock^ of,h(ur that ^ere differed 
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to grow ^om th^ crown of hishea^j hiaearriogs 
and spear, bofli well polish^i lay beside^ feim, 
while the highly decorative pair of shoe$ hung 
suspended from a, projecting cane against ths 
side of the house. The young ^aen were 
similarly employed; and the fair damsels-, .in- 
cluding Fayaway, were anointing themselves 
with "aka," arranging their longtuesses, and 
performing other matters connected with fee 
duties of ^e toilet, ... .: 

Havinjg completed their preparations, the girte 
now exhibited themselves in galai cQ$tume ; the 
most conspicuous feature <pf which w:a9 a neck- 
lace of beautiful white flowers, with' the $tems 
removed, a^d strung closely together Tipcn a 
single fibre of tappa. CorrespQndir^ .ornaments 
were inserted in their ears, and woyen g^tlax;^ 
upo^ their heads* About their waist they wore 
a short tunic of spotless white tap^^, and some 
of them superadded to. this a mantli of. the same 
material, tied in an elaborate bow.i^pon the left 
shoiilder,jand falling abqut the .figure in pic- 
turesque folds. 

Thus arrayec^ I. would hav^ ijngtched the 
charming Fayaws^y ag^st a^j .beauty in th^ 
workL . : : . 

Feop^ may say wh^t they will a^i^t the ta^ 
evinced i^ our fashionable ladies^n di:ess^ Their 
jewels, their feathers* their ^illqs, and, their fur- 
belows would have sui>k into mttfr in^^gpficanpe 
beside tl^e exquisite- s^pUcity of ^ttir^^ i^optjed 
by the nymphs of the vale on this festive oc- 
casion. I ' shoyld like to haviq seei^ ^ gallery of 
coronation f^eaqties, at Westminster Abbey, ^x^- 
fronted, for .a moment ;^y tbis ban^ <f fsla^ 
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l^irls; ^leir st^Otiesd, fortnatity, and aficictatioii 
-contrasted witH rito artless vivacity ahd uncon- 
cealed tmtuml graces of these savage maidens, 
ft would be the Vdnus de^ Medici placed b^de 
fi itfilUneifs dcfll. 

It was not long bef(M« Kory-Kory and myself 
were left alone in the house, the rest ctf itsin- 
ni«ted haying dipartcfd for the Tabod Groves. 
My Vilet^was all impatienfce to follow them; 
and was as fidgety about my dilatory inoveiiiente 
^as a dlh^-out waiting hat in hand at the bottom 
of tlie' Btitirs for some laggii^g companion. ' At 
last,'yiielding to Ms' importunities, I set out for 
theTi, As we passed t^housfes peepiiig out 
fr<Mn «he groves thtough whkh our route lay, I 
noticed *hAt they were entirely deseed by their 
fnhigA)ICants. ' 

When we reached the rock that abruptly 
tetminated the path^ and concealed • from us 
the festive scene^ wiM shouts and a confused 
blending of voices assured me that tiie occasion, 
Whatever it might be, had; drawn together a 
great multitude. Kory-Kory, previous to mount- 
ing the elevation, paused f6r a moment, like a 
^ndy at a balWoora door, to put a^ hasty finish 
to his toilet. During this short interval, the 
bought strudc m6 that I ought myself perhaps 
to be taking some little pains wl^ my appear- 
ktic6. But as I had no holiday raiment, I was 
not a little puzifed to devise some means of 
decorditing myself. However, as I felt desirous 
to create a sensation, I determined to do all 
thatt lay in niy power ; and knowing; tJiat I could 
not delight the Siavages more than*' by conform- 
ing to theit style of -dress, I removed fromtny 
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person the large robe of tappa which I was 
accustomed to wear over my shoulders whenever 
I sallied into the open air, and remained merely 
girt about with a short tunic descending from 
my waist to my knees. 

My quick-witted attendant fully appreciated 
the compliment I was paying to the costume of 
his race, and began more sedulously to arrange 
the folds of the one only ganneat which remained 
to me. AVhilst he was doing this, I caught sight 
of a knot of young lasses, iAm were sitting near 
us on the grass surrounded by heaps of flowers 
which they wete forming into garlands. I 
motioned to them to brihg some of their handi- 
work to me; and in an instant a d6zen wreaths 
weie at ttiy disposal. One of them I piit round 
the apology for a hat which I had been forced 
to construct for myself Out of palmetto-leaves, 
and some of the others I cotivefrted into a 
splendid girdle* These operations fihished, with 
the dowand dignified step of a full-dressed beau 
I ascended tile rock* 
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The Feast of Calabashes. 

The whole population of the valley seemed to 
be gathered within the precincts of the grove. 
In the distance could be $een the long front of 
the Ti, its immense pi^?za i^warming with men, 
arrayed in ev^ry variety of fantastic costume, 
and ail vociferating with animated gestures; 
while the whole interval between it and the 
place where I stood was enlivened by groups 
of females fancifully decorated, dancing, caper- 
ing, and uttering wild exclamations. As soon 
as they descried me they set up a shout of 
welcome; and a band of them came dancing 
towards me chanting as they approached some 
wild recitative. The change in my garb seemed 
to transport them with delight, and clustering 
about me on all sides, they accompanied me 
towards the Ti. When, however, we drew near 
it these joyous nymphs paused in their career, 
and parting on either side, permitted me to pass 
on to the now densely thronged building. 

So soon as I mounted to the pi-pi I saw at 
a glance that the revels were fairly under way. 

What lavish plenty reigned around ! Warwick 
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feasting hi3 retainers ivith beef and ade w&s a 
niggard to the noble Mehevi 1 All along the 
piazza of the Ti were arranged ekbpcat^ly carved 
canoe-shaped vessels, some tweisty feet in kngth, 
filled with newljrknade poee-poee^ an4 shdt^ed 
from the sun by the broad leaves of the banana. 
At intervals were \tdSLps of greens bread-fruit, 
jraised in. pymmidical stacks, res^mbliiij^ the 
regular pilei^ jof heavy shot to be seen in the 
yavd of an. arsenals Inserted into the interstices 
of the huge stones which foamed ^e pi-pi were 
large boughs of trees ; hanging from the brandies 
of xubkh^ and. screened from the sun by their 
foliage, were innumerable little paicka^e^ with 
leafy cotenngs, , containing the meat of the 
luunerous hogs which had been slain, done up 
in this manner to make it more accessible to 
the xrowxJL Xeanic^ against the railing of tiie 
piazza were an immense numb^ c^ long, heavy 
bamboos, {bugged at the lover end^ and With 
their projecting muzzles 8t^fi^.witih.a wiad of 
leaves. These wece. filled with iwater from the 
stream, and each of them mi^t hold from four 
to five gallons. 

The banquet being thxis spread, nought re- 
mained but for every one to help himself at his 
pleasure. Accordingly not a moment passed 
but the transplanted boughs I hA«e mentioned 
were rifled by the throng of the fruit they 
certainly had never borne befiDre. . Cakbashes 
of poee-poee were^ continually being replenbhed 
from the extensive : teceptade in which that 
article was stored, and multitudes of little fires 
were kiacHed about the Ti for the. purpose of 
jroasting the bread-^it. 
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Wkhiii 0ie. building itself vas presented a 
most extxadrdiniLry scene. The immense lounge 
o£ mats lying b^ii^een the paniliel rows of the 
trunks! <of cocoa-nut tnees, and extending the 
entice length oi the house^ at least two hundred 
£eet, was covered by the Jredinihg forms of a 
host bf diiefs and warriors^ who were eating at 
a greatitate, or sootiiifig the cares of Polynesian 
life intlie sedative &imes 6f tobacco; The 
noQoke was inhaled from large pipes, l^e bowls 
ofiwhichi made out of smsdl cocoa-nut shells, 
ivetre xmridusly carved, in steange heathenish 
dei^c^ i These were passed fvom- mouth to 
month by the recumbent smokers, who,, taking 
two or three prodigious wbifiOs, banded* the pipe 
(TO his nei^ibour; sometimes for that purpose 
strdiching indolendy across the body of some 
dozing individual whose exertions! at ^e dinner- 
table had already induced sleeps 

The tobacco used among the Typees wis ci 
w very mild and pleasing flavour, and as I 
always saw it in leaves, and the nadves appeared 
pretty well supplied with it, I was led to believe 
that it must have been the growth of the valley. 
Indeed Kory-Kory gave me to tmdetstand that 
this was the case; but I never saw a single 
iplant growing on the island* At Nukuheva, 
and, I beHe^ in all the odier vallejfs^ the weed 
is very scarce, being only obtained in small 
quantities from foreigners^ and smoking is con- 
sequently with the inhabitants of these places 
a very great luxury. Howi it was that the 
Typees were so well furnished with it I canm>t 
divine. I should think them too indolent to 
devote any attention to its culture; aiid, indeed, 
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9^ £ai as my observation i^xtaided; iwlf a sihgle 
atom of thesoU wiasundjerany o^or ctihivatioti 
t^ia^ tb^t of shoiv^er and simshme* Th6 totacca 
plenty however, like thestigaiH:atie,ixm3F grotv? 
wild in some, remote plait of .^lei^ate; ^ '; 

There were many in the Ti for iiirhom the 
tobacco did not furnish a staf&dent stiinaius^: 
and who* accordingly had recourse to *f arva^'^as 
a more powerful agent in producing 'thi^ deaiteti 
effect. . ' 

'^Arva'* is a toot very generally .dispetfed 
OTer the South Seas^ and framatis' extraoted a 
juice^ the effeeta of which n|«n thef syst«n ore^ 
at first stimulating in a moderate rdegtee;>but 
it soon relaxes the muades/aiid everting a htst- 
cotic influence produoes a luxurious sleep, in 
the valley ithis beverage, was umrebsally prepared 
in the foUowing wny jr^ome balf<dozen^ youi^ 
l^oy^ 'Sealed theft^elves in a cirde 'aroimd an 
empty wooden vessel^ each one of them beitig 
supplied with a certain quantity erf the roots of 
the " arva," broken into small bits and laid by 
hia side. A cocbant^ut gobtet of water was 
passed around the juvehile company^ who rinsing 
their mouths with i£$ contents, proceeded Uy 
the busines^^ before them. This merely con- 
sisted in thoroughly masticating the " arva," and 
titfowing '^ mouMul- after moutiiful into the 
rec€|)tade provided^ Whenra sufficient quantity 
had been thus obtained water was poured upon 
the mass, and bemg -stirred about with the fbre« 
finger of the right hand, the preparation wa* 
soo® in readiness fdr use. The "arva" has 
medicinal qualities. 

Uppn the Sandwich Islands it has been 
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ohplbyedvith'no siKiaH success in the treatment 
of scroitiloiis affections, and in <:ombating the 
savages -of st disease for whose frightful inroads 
the Ul-«taiT^ inhabitants of that group are in- 
debted to tiienr foreign ben^actors. But the 
teiiants>of thetTypee valiey, as yet'fex<*ntpt from 
these inflictions, generally employ the' *• arva ^ 
»r a minister to social enjoytnent, atid a calabash 
of the liquid circulates among theiii as the* bottle 
with us. 

Mehcvi, who was greatly delighted with the 
^singe in > my oostilme, gave the a cordial 
wdcome^ He haid reserved for me a most 
delectable mess of " cokoo," well knowing my 
partiality far ^sat dish ; and had likewise selected 
thtee.or foin* young cocoamuts, several roastfed 
breadrfruit, and a magnificent bundi df bananas, 
for my e^eedal comfort and grafiiicafion. These 
vari6us natters were at once pkced bef<M:e mte ; 
but Kory-OK.ory deemed the bartquet entirely 
insufficient for my wants until he had supplied 
m^ with one of the leafy packages of pork, 
which, notwithstanding the somewhat ha^y 
manner in tdiidji it had been prepared, pos- 
sessed a most excdtent flavour; and was sur- 
prisingly sweet dhd tender. Fodc is not a 
sfta|de article of food among the people of the 
Marquesas, consequently tiiey pafy Rttle atten* 
tion to the bre^Mng* oi the swine. The hogs 
are permitted tx) roam at latge in the groves, 
where they obtain ho small part of thek nourish- 
ment from the cocoa-nuts which continually fall 
friwn tiie trees. But it is only aft€fr infinite 
labour and difficulty, that the hungry animal can 
pierce the husk and shell so as to get at the 
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meat - Lfaave frequently been amused at seeing 
one of them, after crunching the obstmate mif 
wMi'his teeth for a long thne unsuccessfully, 
get into a rioknt passion with it He would 
then root furiotisly under the cocoa-nut, and, 
ildtlrayffing of his snout^ toss it before him on 
the ground* Fc^owing ft up, he would crunch 
at it again savagely for a moment, and the next 
knock it on orie side, pu»ing immediately after, 
as. if wondenng how it could so suddenly have 
disappeared. In tiiis-way ^e persecuted cocoa- 
nuts wece often chased half across t}ie valley. 

The second day of the Feast of Calabasher 
was u^esed in by still more u^^oarious noises 
than the first The -skins of innumerable sheep 
seemed to be resounding to the* blows of an 
army of drummers^ Stained from my slumbers 
by the din, I leaped up, and found the whole 
household engaged in making preparations for 
immediate departure. Curious to discover of 
what strange events these novel sounds might 
be the precursors,^ and not a little desdrous to 
catch a sight of the instruments which produced 
the terrific noise, I ^xompanied the natives as 
soon as they were ia readiness to depart for the 
Taboo Groves. 

The comparatively open, space diat extended 
fitMn the Ti toward the rode, to which I have 
before alluded as forming the ascent to the* 
place, was, with the building itself, now alto- 
gether deserted by the men, tibe whole distance- 
being filled by bands of females, shouting and 
dancing und^ the influence of some stmnge 
excitement. 

I was amused at the appearance of four or* 
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five oWwdmen who, id d state of uttiri ntuStf^ 
with their arms extemiL^ flatly down their sides^ 
and holding themselres perfectly erects were 
leaping stiffly into the air, Hide ^o many sticks 
bobbing tx> the surface, after bmng p^es»^ per- 
pendicUlaity ilitb the waters They preserved 
the utin66t gravity of coiinteiiaikcey and con« 
tinned theire^ttraordinarytndvements without 
a single moment's conation. Th^ did not 
appe&r to attract ^he observation of the crowd 
aro^uid tiiem^ butl linist- candidly cbnfes dsat, 
for my own |)art, I stioed at them most perti* 
xuKnously.' > • * 

Desirous of being enlightened with regard to 
the meaning of this peeulikr diversicui, I mmed 
enqiidringly ' to Kory-Kory 5 tiiat learned Tjrpee 
immediately proceeded to explain the whole 
misttler thorou^bly.' But all tbat.I- could com- 
pr^end from what hd^d was, that thdkbiping 
figures before me were bereaved widows, whose 
parsers bad hten slain in battle many moons 
prevkmfilyi aiid who, at every festival, gave 
public evidence in this manner of their cakmt- 
ties. It was evident that Kory-Kory considered 
this an allf^ufficient reason £0^ so undecorous a 
custom ; but I must say that it did not satisfy 
me as to its ptopriety. 

Leafing these afflicted females, we {Massed on 
to the- Hookh-Hoolah gik^imd. Within die 
spacious quadrangle, the whole population of 
the valley seissned ' to be assembled, and the 
sight presented w^s truly remarkable^ Seneath 
the sheds of bamboo which opened towards the 
interior of the square, reclined the principal 
chiefs ^i warriors^ whUe a miscellaneous throtig 
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lay at their ease iiadet the enormous trees wliich 
spread 4 majestic canopy overhead* Upon the 
terraces of the gigantic altars^at either end» were 
deposited green:br^d-fruit in. baskets of cocoa- 
BUt leaves, lafgQ roUa of. tappa, bunche9 of ripe 
bananasi clusters of mammee-apples, the golden- 
hued fruit of the anUi-tree, aod, baked hogs, laid 
out in Jajge wooden tKenchers^ fancifully deco- 
rated with freshly plucked leaves, whilst a variety 
of n;ide implements of war were piled in conlbsed 
heaps before the;rai9i(& of hideous idols« Fruits 
of various kinds were likewise suspended in 
l^en baskets, from the tops of poles planted 
uprightly, a»d at regulau: intervals, along the 
lower terrtces of both altars. At thek base 
were arranged two parallel fows of cumbersome 
drums, standing ate least fifteen feet in height, 
and toxmQd from the hollow trunks of large 
trees* Their heads were covered with, shark- 
skins, and .their b£ui:el9 wiere elaborately carved 
widi various quaint figures and devices* At 
regular intervals. they were bound round by a 
species of ainnate of various coknirs, and strips 
fk viatsye doth flattened upoo them here and 
th^re* Behind these instruments were built 
sUgbt pAatforms^ upon which eiood a number of 
young men who; beating violently with the palms 
of iimv hands upon the drum^ieads, produced 
those outrageous. rounds which had awakened 
me in the morning* Every few minutes these 
sMisieal pevformdra hopped down from their 
edeVation into the crowd beibw, and their places 
were immediately supplied by fresh, recruits. 
Thua.an incessant din was kept up that might 
have startled Pandemonium. 
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Precisely in the middle <tf the quadrangle 
were placed perpendicularly in the ground, a 
hundred or more slender, fre^-cut poles, stripped 
of tiieir bark, and decorated at the end with a 
floating pennon. of white tappa ; the whole being 
fenced about with a little picket c^ canes. For 
what purpose these sin^ar ornaments were 
intended I in vain ^endeavoured to discover. 

Another most striking feature of the perform- 
ance was exhibited by a score of old men, who 
sat cross-legged in the little |)ul{)its, which en- 
circled the trunks of the immense -trees growing 
in the middle of the enclosure.' These venerabk 
gentlemen, who I presume were &e priests, kept 
up an uninterrupted monotonous <liant, which 
was neiurly drowned in the roat of drums. In 
the right hand they held a flnely woven grass 
fan,, with a heavy blade wooden handle curiously 
- cha^d : these fans they kept in continual motion. 

But no attention whatever seemed to be paid 
to the druihmers or to the old. priests; the in- 
dividuals who composed the vast -crowd present 
being entirely taken up in chatt^g and laughii^ 
with one another, sm6king, drinking arva, and 
eating. For all the observation it attracted, or 
the good it achieved, the whole savage orchestra 
might, with great advantage to its own members 
and the company in general, have ceased the 
prodigious uproar they were making. 

In vain I questioned Kory-Kory and oiheits 
of the natives, as to the meaning of the strai^ 
things that were going on ; all t^ir explanations 
were conveyed in such a mass of oiMandbsh 
gibberish and gesticulation that I gave up the 
attempt in despair. All that dsi^ ihe driHns 
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resounded, the priests chanted, and the multi- 
tude feasted and roared till sunset, when the 
throng dispersed, and the Taboo Groves were 
again abandoned to quiet and repose. The 
next day the same scene was repeated until 
night, when this singular festival terminated. 
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Ideas suggested by the Feast of Calabashes — Inacctuacy 
of certain published Accounts of the Islands^A 
Reason — Neglected State of Heathenism in the 
Valley — Effigy of a dead Warrior — ^A singular 
Superstition — The Priest Kolory and the God Moa 
Artua — Amazing Religious Observance — A dilapi* 
dated Shrine — Kory-Kory and the Idol — ^An In- 
ference. 

Although I had been baffled in my attempts 
to learn the origin of the Feast of Calabashes, 
yet it seemed very plain to me that it was 
principally, if not wholly, of a religious cha- 
racter. As a religious solemnity, however, it 
had not at all corresponded with the horrible 
descriptions of Polynesian worship which we 
have received in some published narratives, and 
especially in those accoimts of the evangelised 
islands with which the missionaries have favoured 
us. Did not the sacred character of these 
persons render the purity of their intentions 
unquestionable, I should certainly be led to 
suppose that they had exaggerated the evils of 
Paganism, in order to enhance the merit of their 
own disinterested labours. 

In a certain work incidentally treating of the 
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'* Washington, of Northern Mtrquesas Islftnds^'^' 
I have sem the frequent iittiiiolatioti of httman 
victims Bpon thet akars of theit gpds^ positively 
and repeatedly charged upon the infaaigitatits. 
The saihe work gives also a rather minute 
account of their religionr-^numetates a gre^ 
many of dieir svperstitions^^-^and makes known 
the particular das^giiations ctf numerous orders 
of the ptiestlK>od« One would ahnost im^stgine 
frotti tiie long list that is given of cannibal 
primates, bishops, archdeacons, prebendaries, 
and other infeirior ecclesiastics, that the sac^^ 
(kital order hi outnimibered the rest of- the 
pdpukttonj and that the poor natives were 
more sevorely priest-ridden than even the in- 
habitants of the papal istates* These accounts' 
are ^ioewise calculated to leave upon the reader's 
mihd 2m impression that hhman victim^ ire daily ' 
cooked arid served up upon the altars; that 
heathenish^ craelttes of ev^ description ^re 
conti]!raaH]ff practised; and thlit these ignorant 
Pagans are in a state of the extremest wretdied^ 
ness 'in consequence c^ the grossness of 4ieir 
sbiJeistitiDns; Be it observed, however, that all- 
dns inldnbatioin is given by « man who, accord- 
ing to- his own statement, was only at one of the 
islands^ az»d Temahied there but two weeks, sleep- 
ing every night on board his ship, and taking 
litUe kid-glove excursions ashore in the dayu 
time, attended by an armed party. 

Now, all I can say is, that in all my excursions 
through the valley of Typee, I never saw any 
of these aHeged enormities. If any of them are 
practised upon die Marqfuesas Islands they must 
certainly have come to my knowledge, while 
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for months with a tiibe Of savages, whoITy 
anged from their original primitive con- 
in, and reputed the moBt fi^odous in the 
^ ith Seas. 

The fact is».that there is a vast deal of un« 
intentional humbuggeiy in some of the accounts 
we have ftcm sdentific men concerning the 
religious institutions of Polynesia* These learned 
tourists generally obtain the greater part of their 
information ' from the retired old South Sea 
rovers, who have domesticated themselves 
among the barbarous tribes of the Pacific 
Jack, who has long been accustomed to dre 
long'-bow/ and to spin tou^ yams on a ship's 
forecastle, invariably officiates as showman of 
the island on which he has settled, and havii^ 
mastered a few dozen words of the language, is 
supposed to know, all about the people vidio- 
speak it A natural desire to make himself of 
consequence in the eyes of the strangers, prompts 
him to lay claim tO" a nmch greater kno^de^e 
of such matters than he actually possesses. In 
reply to incessant queries, he. communicates not- 
oidy' all he knows but a good deal more^ and if 
there be any infolmtation deficient still he is at* 
no loss to supply it The avidity with which 
his anecdotes are noted down tiddes hk. vanity, 
and his powers of inventibn increase with ^ 
credulity of his auditors. He knows just the. 
sort of information wanted, and fiimishes it to^ 
any extent* 

This is not a supposed case; I have met with 
several individuals like the one described, and 
I have be«i present at two or three of their 
interviews with strangers. 
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Now, wheir tiife scientific voyager arrives at 
home with his collectioo of wonders^ he jtttempts, 
perhaps, to give a^ dacription x)f some of the 
stmnge people he has been visiting. Instead 
of representing them as a community of lusty 
savages, vrho are leaidiiig a merry, idle^ innocent 
life, he enters into a very circumstantial and 
learned narrativeof certain tmaecoont^le super- 
stitions and practices, about which he knows as 
littlie'as the islaiiders do themseives. Having 
had little time, and scarcely any opportunity to 
become acquainted with the customs he pretends 
to describe, he tmtes them down one after 
another in an ofi^hand, haphazard style; and 
were tiie book thus produced to be translated 
into die tongue of the people of whom it pur- 
ports to give the histoiy, it would appear quite 
as wonderfol Id them as it does to die American 
public, and much: more improbable. 

For my own part, I am free to confess my 
almost entire inability to gratify any curiosity 
that may be felt with regard to the tiieology 
of die valley« I doubt whether the inhabitants 
tiiemsdves could do so. They are either too 
lazy or too sensible to worry themsdves about 
ab^ract points of religious belief* WMle I was 
among them they never held any synods or 
councils to settle the pnnciples of their fsdth 
by agitating thtoi^ An unboimded liberty of 
conscience seemed to prevail. Those who pleased 
to do so were allowed to. repose implicit faith in 
an ill-£ivduied god with a large bottle nose and 
fat shapeless arms crossed upon his breast; 
whilst others worshipped an image which, having 
no likeness either in heaven or on earthi could 
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hai(H7 'be called an idoL As ^e islands 
always maintakied a discreet Tcserve, with regard 
to my own pecnHax views od religion, I thooght 
it would be excessively ill-bred in me to pry into 
theirri. 

Bat, altbottgb my knowlec^e of the/reiigioos 
faith of the Typeeswastmanroidably ihnited^ one 
of' dieir tdperstittous obsenraifeces with whidi I 
became acqnaihfied/ interteted me greatly. 

In<nie of die mo^ secluded portions of the 
valley within a stone^^.cost ofl Fayaway's latke^ 
for so I dizistefied die scdne. of ouniriand 
yacbldn9-***a]id hard by a gvdiwth al palms^ which 
stood ranged in oiicter along both banks of the 
stretauki, waving their green ^artn& as 'if to do 
honout to its passage, was the mausol^ifm of 
a deceased wanrior chie£ Like all the odier 
edifices oC any note, it was caised ti^oti a smaXi 
pi-pi of stones, Whidv't^i°g-of''anasual heij^ 
was a cdnspictious object from a distance* A 
light tfaatchii^ of bleached palmetto-leaves hmig 
over it like a'self-snpported canopy; for it was 
not until you came very near diat you saw it was 
supported by four slender columns of bamboo 
rising at eadi comer to a little more than tiie 
height of a mam A clear area of a few yaids 
surrounded the pi'^pi, and was enclosed by four 
trunks of cocoa-nut tiees resting at the angles on 
massive Ubcks d stone. Theplaoe was sacred* 
The signof the inscrutable taboo was seen in the 
shape of a mysdcroll of white tappa, suspended 
by a twisted cord of the same material frdm the 
top of a slight pole planted within the endonu-e.^ 

* White appears to be the sacred colour among the 
Marqtiesans. 
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The.8ao<:tit]r of the Sjpot appeased never to have 
been violated. The stillness of the grave wj^s there, 
and liiexalm. solitude itrQund va^ 4)e4utiful and 
touching. The ^oft shadows of those iof^.palm- 
trees I — ^I can see them noW'-rbftUging over the 
litde temple, as if to keep oul^ ti)^ iiiitru^ive 
sum . . 

On all sides as you apt>raach^this silent spot 
you caught si^t of the dead ^hi^s effigy, seated 
in the stem of a canoe, which Wa«i c^iised on a 
light frame a few inches above the leyel of the 
pi'pi. The canoe was about seven^^t in length ; 
£^ a. rich, dark-coknured wood, bandsofnely 
carved and adorned in manf places with varie- 
gated bindings of stained ^nnatOi into which 
were ingeniouky wrought a ntunber of sparkling 
seashells, and a belt of the >same, sljuells ran all 
round it. The body of the figure— of whatever 
material it might have been mader— was effectu- 
ally concealed, in a heavy lobe of brown tappa, 
•xevealing only the hands and bead; thp latter 
skilfully carved in wood, and^urtnounted by a 
aiperb arch of plumes. These; phunes, in the 
subdued and gentle ^es which found access to 
this sequestesed spot, wer^ never for one moment 
at rest, but kept nodding and waving over the 
chiefs brow* The long leaves of the. palmetto 
"dropped over the eaves, and through them you 
saw the warrior holding his paddle with both 
hands in the act of rowing, leanii^ fonyard and 
inclining his. head, as if eager to l^rry on his 
w^nga .. Glaring at him. for ever» and face to 
face, was a polished human skull,, wl^ch crowned 
the prow of the canoe. The spectral figure-head, 
reversed in its position, glancing b^ckwardsj 
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seemed to mock Uie impatient altitude of the 
warrior. • • 

When I first vi^ed tiiis smgular place with 
Kory-Kory, he told me-*or at least I so under- 
stood hii]^--that the chief was paddling his way 
to the teakns df bli$8 ^aid. bread-iruit— the Poly- 
nesian heaven — where every moment the bread- 
fruit trees droppeid tl^r ripened spheres to the 
ground, and where there was no end to the 
cocoa-nuts and bananas: where they r^xised 
through the lifelong eternity upon mats much 
finer than those of Typee ; and every day badied 
their glowing thnbs in livers -of oocoai-nut oiL 
In that happy land there- were ploityof plumes 
and feathers and boars^'^tusks >and sperm-whale 
teeth, &r prefeiable to all theshioai^ trinkets 
and gay tai^ of the white men ; and, best of 
an, womein, far lovelier^ tlmn the daughters of 
earth, were there in abundance. "A very 
pleasant place,*' Koiy-Kory said it was; "bm 
after all not much pleasantei^ he thought, than 
Typee." " Did he not Iheny" I asked hin%, " wish 
to accompany the warrior ? " " Oh, no : he was 
very happy where he was; but supposed that 
some time or other he would go in Jus omn 
canoe.** . ,. . 

Thus far^ I fiiink, I deariy comprehended 
Kory-Kory. But there was a edi^uiar expres- 
sion he made use of at the time, enforced by 
as singular a gesture* the meaning of which 
I would haive given mudi to penetrate* I am 
inclined to believe it nmst have been' a proverb 
he tittered ; for I afterwards heard faim repeat 
the same words several times, and in what 
•appeared to me to be .a some^irhat similar sense. 
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Indeed, Koiy-Kory had a great variety of short, 
smart'sounding sentei^ces, with which he fre- 
quently enlivened his discourse ; and he intro- 
duced them with an air which plainly intimated, 
that, in his opinion, they settled the matter 
m question^ whatev^ it might be. . 

Could it have boen then, that when I asked 
him whether he desired to go to this heaven 
of bread-fruit, cocoa^^ni^ts^ and young ladies, 
which he had been describing, he anpwered by 
aaying something equivalent to our old adage 
— ^*A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush?" — ^if he did, Kory-Kory was a discreet 
and s^isible fellow, and I cannot sufficiently 
admire his shrewdness. 

Whenever in the course of my rambles 
through the valley I happened to be near the 
chiefs mausoleum, I always turned aside to visit 
it. The pliu^e had a peculiar charm for me; 
I hardly ImQw why ; but so it was. As I leaned 
over the railing and gazed upon the strange effigy 
and watched the play of the, feathery headrdress, 
stirred by the same breeze which in low tones 
breathed sunidst the lofty palm-trees, I loved to 
yield myself up to the fanciful superstition of the 
islanders, and could almost believe that the grim 
warrior was bound heavenward. In. this mood 
when I turbed to depart, I bade him " God speed, 
and a pleasant voyage." Aye, paddle away, brave 
chieftain, to the land of spirits ,! To the material 
eye thou makest but Mttle progress ; but with the 
eye of feith, I see thy capoe cleaving the bright 
waves, which die away on those dimly looming 
shores of Paradise. 

This strange superstition affords another 
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evidence of the feet, that however ignoiant man 
may b6, he still feels within him his immortal 
spirit yearaittg after the unknown ftiture. 

Although the religlotfe theories of the islands 
were a coriiplete mystery to me, their practioil 
every-day operation couM not be concealed* I 
frequently passed the' little temples reposing in 
the shadows of the taboo groves and bfeheld the 
offerings — mduldy fruitfe sp*6ad out upon a rude 
altar, or hanging in half-decayed basfeets around 
some uncouth jolly-looking image ; I was present 
during" the contlntiance of the festival:; I dally 
beheld th^ gtitining idols marshalled rank and 
file in the Hoolah-Hoolah ground, and was often 
in the habit of meeting those whom I supposed 
to be Ihe priests. But the temples seemed 
abandoned to solittule; the festival had been 
nothing morfe than a jovial mingling of the tribe ; 
the idols were quite as harmless as any other 
logs of wood ; and the priests were the merriest 
dogs in the valley. 

In fact,' rdigious affiirg in Typee were at a 
very low ebb : all such matters* sat very lightly 
upon the thoughtless inhabitahts ; and, in tte 
celebration of many c^ their strange! rites, they 
appeared * merely to sedk a sort of cirildis^ 
amusement.' ' 

A Curious' evidence of ttSs waii given' in a 
remirfcabl^ cferemony in which I frtquently saw 
Meheyi and several other driefs and ^Marric*^ of 
note tdke part ; but never a single female. 

Among those whom I look^upon as forming 
the priesthood of the valley, there was one in 
particular who often attracted my lioticej and 
whom I could liot help regarding as the h6kd 
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of the ordet* tie w^s a noble-lookiiig maiv in 
t^ prime o[ his life, and of a most benignant 
aspect. The aiitiiority this man, whose name 
was Kolory, seemed to exercise ofrex the rest, 
^e episcopal part he toc^ in the feast of Cala- 
bashes, h& sleek' and complacent appearance, 
the mystic characters which were tattooed upon 
his breast, and above all the imtrebe fbsquently 
wore, in the shape of' a ^wering head^^lress, 
GOBlsistiflg of part of a cocoa-nut branch, the 
Stalk planted uprightly on his bro«r> and the 
leaflets gath^^ together and passed round 
the temples and* behind the earsy all these 
pointed^ lum out asLotd Piimate of Typee. 
Kolory Was a sort of a Knight Templar— a 
soldier-priest ; for he often wore the dress of a 
Marquesan watdor, and' always ^ carried' a. long 
spelaii whiclH in^ead of tenninatii\g in a paddle 
at the lower end, after the generfil fasiuon of 
these weafpons, wa^ curbed inta a heathenish- 
loc^ng little image. This instrumait, however, 
might pethaps have be^i emblematic of his 
dcHible fimctioiis. With one end in carnal 
combat he ttansfixed the enemies of his tdbe; 
and with the other as a pastoral crook he kept 
in order his q)iritual fi6dL But this is not all 
I Imve to say about Kolory: H^ martial grace 
very a^^exi carried about with him what seemed 
to me the half of a broken wat'Chib. It was 
swathed around with ragged bits of white tappa, 
and the upper part, which was intended to re- 
present a human head, w^ embellished witih a 
strip of scarlet doth of European manufacture. 
It. required Httle observation to discover that 
this strange object .was revered as a god. By 
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the rside of the big aod lusty: images staniiiiig 
sentinel on^r the altars qf the Hoolah-Hoolah 
ground, it seemed a mere pigmy in tatters. Bat 
appearances all the woricj over are deceptive, 
little men are sometimes very potent, and rags 
sometimes cover very exteoflive pretensions. Ip 
lact, this fumiy little image was the ^* crack ** 
god of the island ;: lording it overall the wooden 
lubbers who looked so grim and dreadful; its 
name was Moa Atua.^ And it was in honour 
of Moa Atua, and for the enti^xtainment of ibose 
who believed in him, that the curious ceremony 
I am about to describe was observed* 

Mehevi andt^e chieftains of the Ti have just 
risen from their noontide slumbers. There are 
no s^ats of state to dispose of; and having 
eaten two or thzee breakfasits in the coiirse of 
the moming, the magoalies of th# valley f^l no 
appetite as yet fpr dinner. How are th^ir leisure 
moments to. be. odcupied? Th^ smoke, they 
chat, and at last one of their nutnber makes a 
proposition to the rest, who joyfully ^tcquiescing, 
he darts otit of the house, le^^a. from the pi-fH, 
and disappears in the gilove. Soon you see him 
returning with Kolory^ who bears the god Moa 
Atua in his aims, and carried in one hand a 
anall trough, hollowed out in. the likeness of a 
canoe, llie prie^. comes. along dandSng his 
charge as if it were a Jadirymose infant he was 
endeavouring to put into a :good humour. Pre- 
sently, entering the Ti, he seats himself on tbe 
mats as composedly as a juggler ab<^ to 

' The word "Atua," although 'havirtg some cihpt 
deifications, is in neaily 'all the Polynesum diUeclts 
ssed as the general desigiiation A>rthe gods. ^.. . ; 
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porform his sleight-of-hand tricks; and with tixe 
chiefs disposetd in a cirde around bun, com* 
mences his ceremony* 

In the first place he gives Moa Atua an 
affectionate hug, then caressinigly lajs htm to 
his breast, and» finally, whispers somethii^ in 
hfe ear ; the rest of the company listening eagerly 
for a reply* But the baby^od is deaf or dumb, 
perhaps both, for never a Word does he utter. 
At last Kolory speaks a little louder, and soon 
growing angry^ comes boldly out with what he 
has to say and bawls to him. He put me in 
mind of a choleiic fellow, who» after trying in 
vain to communicate a secret to a deaf, man, aU 
at once flies into a passion and screiams it out 
so that every one may l^ar. . Still Moa Atua 
rem^tins as quiet as ever ; and Kolory, seemingly 
losing his temper^ fetches him: a box over the 
b^ad, strips him of hi$ tappa and red cloth, and 
laying him in a state of nudity jn the little trough, 
covers him frcnn si^t At this proceedii^ ail 
present loudly applaud and signify their approval 
by uttering the adjective " motarkee " wit^i violent 
emphasis . Kolory, however, is so desirous. his 
conduct should meet with unqualified approba- 
tion, that he. inquir^a of each individual sepa- 
rately whether, under existijog circumstances, he 
h^g not 4one;pierfectly right in shutting up Moa 
Atua. jh^ iiivaiiaWe response is "Aa, Aa'* 
(ye^yes), repeated o^v^ again and again .in a 
manner whi^i ought to : quiet tlie scaruples of 
the most conscientious* After a few moments 
Koloiy brings forth his d<:^ again, and while 
ar^ying it very carefully in the tappa and red 
cloth^ altex^ely foiidks.and cbidf^^ it The 
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toilet l»eing completedi he once mote speaks to 
it aloud. . The whole con^any her^pon ^bow 
the greatest interest; while the prieist ix^lding 
Moa Atua to his ear interpt^^ to ibem what he 
pretdids the god is confidentially cominunicating 
to him. Some items of intelligence appear to 
. tickle all present amazingly ; for one daj^ fais 
hands in . rafytmre ; pother shouts with merri- 
ment; anda third'leaps to his> feet and capecs 
about like a madmatn. 

What mider^ tbit ^im Moa Atua on these occa- 
sions had to say to Kolory I never could find 
out; but I could not help thinking that the 
former showed a sad ifi^ant of spirit in beuag 
disciplined into making those disdosures, whi<£ 
atfirsthe seemed bent on witl^Oldingv Wheth^ 
the priest honiestly interpreted what he believed 
the diraiity said to> him, or whetiier he was not 
4dl the while guilty of a Vile humbug, I ^afl 
not presume to de^de« At any rate, whatever 
as Qoming frqnr the god was imparted to those 
present seemed t^ be generally of a ccnnpti- 
mentary nature : a fact whi<^ illustmtes the 
si^adty of Kolory, or else the time-serving dis- 
position of this hardly used deity. 

Moa Atua having nothing more to say, his 
bearer goes to nursing him again, in which 
occupation, howevet, he i^ soon interrupted by 
a questioh put by one of the warriors to the 
god. Kjoilory hereupc^n snatches it up to his 
ear s^aki, and after listening attentively, once 
more offidates^as the organ cff communication. 
A muldtude of questions and answers liaiving 
passed between t&e pa(rties, much to the satis- 
faction of those who propose them, the god is 
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jJtit tenderly to bed in the trough,* and the 
whole company unite in a long chatint, led off 
by Kolory. This ended, the odrettiony is ovfer; 
the chiefs risA to their ffeet in hi^ good hunioiir, 
and my Lord Archbishop, after chatting awhile, 
and regaling himself with a whiff or two from a 
pipe of tobacco, tuc^s thie canoe under his arm 
axid marches off with it. : 

The whole of these proceedings were: law 
tiiose of a parcel of childr^ai playing with dolls 
and baby houses. ^ 

For a youngster sciarcely'teD inches high, and 
with so few early advantages as iie dbiibdess 
had had, Moa Atua was certakily a precocsour 
little felloe if he really said all ^ttiat was kn* 
puted to him ; "but' ibr what reason tins poor 
devil of a deity, thus cuffed about, lajoled and 
shut up in a box, wiad held in greater estimation 
than the full-grown and dignified personages of 
the Tabbo Groves, I cannot divine. And yet 
Mehevi, and other chids of unquestidnidt)le' 
Veradty-^o^ay nothing of ttie Primate iiimsblf 
-—assiwed tne ovCr and over tgain that Moa 
Attia was the tutelary deity of Typee,and was 
more to be held in honour than a whole bat<- 
talion of the clumsy idols in the Hoolah-Hoolah 
founds. ltory-Kory-ii*who seemed to have 
devoted Considerable attetttion to the study of 
Aeology, as he knew the names of all the 
graven images in the valtey, aiid often repeated 
them oVer to me-Mikewi^ entertained some 
mthet ^enlarged idfeas with regard to the cha- 
racter and preterrsioris Of Moa Atua. He once 
gave me to understand, with a giesture' there* 
was no misconceiving, that if he (Moa Atua) 
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were so minded, he could cause a cocoa-nut 
tree to sprout out of his (Kory-Kory's) head ; and 
that it woM be the easiest thing in life for him 
(Moa Atiia) to takie the whole island of Nuku- 
heva in his mouth and.dive down* to the bottom 
of the sea with it 

But in sdber seriou^ess, I hardly knew what 
to make of the reUgion of the valley. There 
was nodiing that so much perplexed the illus- 
trious Cook, in his intercourse with the South 
Sea islanders, as their sacred rites. Although 
this prince of navigators was in many instances 
assisted by interpreter3 in the prosecution of his 
researches, he still frankly acknowledges that he 
was at a loss to obtain anything like a d^ 
insist into ttie puzzling arcana of their faidu 
A similar admission has be^i made by other 
eminent voyagers: by Carteret, Byron, Kotzebue, 
and Vancouver.: 

For tay own part, although hardly a day 
passed while I remained upon the island that I 
did not witness some religious ceremony or 
other, it was very much like s^ing a parcel of 
'^Freemasons" making secret signs to each 
other; I saw everything, but. could comprehend 
noting. 

On the whole, I am inclined to believe, that 
the islanders in the Pacific have no fixed aiul 
definiteideas whatever on the subject of religion. 
I am persuaded that Kolory himself would be 
effectually posed were he called upon to draw 
up the articles^ of his faith and pronounce the 
creed by which he hoped to be saved. In 
txath, the Typees, so far as their actions, evince, 
submitted to no laws hiunan or divine--always 

Digitized by Google 



Idols and "Priests 289 

excepting the thrice mysterious taboo. The 
** independent electors " of the valley wfere not 
to be brow-beaten by chiefe, priests, idols, or 
devils. As for the luckless idols, they received 
more h^rd knocks than supplications. I do not 
wonder that some of them looked so grim, and 
stood so bolt upright as if feariul of looking to 
the right Or the left lest they should give any 
one cSence. The fact is, they had to carry 
themselves ^^preily straight** or suffer the con- 
sequences. Their teorshippers were such a 
precious set of ficklei-minded and irreverent 
heathens, that there was no telling when they 
might topple one of them over, break it to 
pieces, and makii^g a fire with it 6n the very 
altar itself, fall to roasting the offerings of bread- 
IVuit and eat them in spite' of its te^fh. - 

In how little reverence these unfortunate 
deities wete held by the natives was on one 
.occasion most convincinglv proved to me.— ^ 
Walking with Kory-Kory through the deepest 
recesses of the groves, I percdvfed a curious 
looking image, about ^x feet in height, which 
originally had 4)een placed upright against alow 
TH-pi, surmoimted by a ruinous bamboo temple, 
but having become fitigued and weak in the 
knees, was now carelessly leaning against it. 
The idol was partly concealed by the foliage of 
a tree lirhich stood near, and whose leafy boughs 
drooped over the pile of stones, as if to protect 
the rude fane from the decay to which it was 
rapidly hastening. The image itself was nothing 
more than a grotesquely shaped log, carved in 
the fikeness of a portly naked man with the 
arms clasped over the head, the jaws throwr 
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wide apart, and its thick shapeless legs bowed 
into an arch. It was much decayed. The 
lower part was overgrown with a bright silky 
moss. Thin spears of grass sprouted frpm tl« 
distended mouth and fringed the outline of the 
head and anns; His> godship had literally 
attained a gree^ <^d age« All its prominent 
points were bruised , and battered, or entirely 
rotted away. The nose ha^ taken its departure, 
and from the general appearance of the head it 
might have been supposed that the wooden 
divinity^ in despair a(t the neglect of its wor- 
shippers, jtiad b^n trying to beat its own brains 
out against the surrounding trees. 

I djiew near to inspect more closely this 
strange object of idoktry ; but halted reverently 
at the distance of two or three paces, out <rf 
regard tp the religious prejudices of my valet 
As so<Mi, however, as Kory-Kory perceived that 
I was. in one of my inquiring, scientific rnoods, 
to my astonishment, he^ sprang to the side of 
the idol, and pusl^mg it away from the stones 
against which it rested, endeavoured to make it 
stapd upon its legs. But the divinity had lost 
the us^ . of them altogetlaer ; and while Kory- 
Kory T^^ trying to prop it up, by placing a 
stick between it and the pi-pi, the monster feU 
clumsfly to the ground, and would infellibly 
have broken its neck had not Kory-Kxyry provi- 
dentially broken its fall by receiving its whole 
weight on his own half-crushed back. I never 
saw the honest fellow in such a rage before. 
He leaped furiously to his feet, and seizing the 
stick, began beating the poor image; every 
momept or two pausing and talking to it in the 
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most violent manner, as if upbraiding it for the 
accident. When his indignation had subsided 
a little he whirled the idol about most profanely, 
so as to give me an opportunity of examining 
it on all sides. I am quite sure I never should 
have presimied to have taken such liberties with 
the god myself, and I was not a little shocked 
at Kory-Kor/s impiety. 

This anecdote speaks for itself. When one 
of the inferior order of natives could show such 
contempt for a venerable and decrepit God of 
the Groves, what the state of religion must be 
among the people in general is easily to be 
iTpagippf^. In truth, I regard the Typees as a 
back*£lidden generation* They are sunk in re- 
ligions sloth, and reqmre a sinritual revival. A 
long prosperity of bread-fnrit and cocoa-nuts has 
rendered them remiss in the performance of 
their l^gher obligations. The wood-rot malady 
is spreading among the idols^ — the fruit upon 
thor altars is becoming offensive — the temples 
themselves need ye-thatching — the .tattooed 
clergy are altogether too light-hearted and lazy 
— and their flocks are going astray.. . 
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CHAPTER XXV 

General: Information gathered c^al . ihe , Festival— Per^oiml 
Beauty of the Typees— Their Superiority over the 
Inhabitants of the other Islands — Diversity of Com- 
plexion — A vegetable Cosmetic* and Ointments- 
Testimony of Voyagers -to the uiicommon Beauty of 
the Marqucsans-"Few Evidenoes of Intetcovcse with 
civilised beings— Dilapidated Musket — Primitive 
Simplicity of Oovemment — Regal Dignity of Mehevi. 

AxTHOUGH I had been unable during the late 
festiXral to obtain information on many interest- 
ing subjects which had much excited my curiosity, 
still that important event had not passed by 
without adding materially to mjr general know- 
ledge of the islanders. 

I was especially struck by the physical strength 
and beauty which they displayed, by their great 
superiority in these respects over the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring bay of Nukuheva, and by 
the singular contrasts they presented among 
themselves in their various shades of complexion. 

In beauty of form they Surpassed anything I 
had ever seen. Not a single instance of natural 
deformity was observable in all the throng 
attending the revels. Occasionally I noticed 
among the men the scars of wounds they had 
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received in battle; and sometimes, thpugb very 
seldom, the loss of a finger, an eye, or an arm, 
attributable to the same cause. With these ex- 
ceptions, every individual appeared free from 
those blemii^es which sometimes mar the effect 
of an otherwise perfect form. But their physical 
excellence did not merely consist in an exemp- 
tion from these evils; nearly every ixKiividual 
of their number might have been, taken for a 
sculptor's modeL 

When I remembered that these islanders 
derived no advantage from dre$s, but appeared 
in all the naked simplicity of nature, I could 
not avoid comparing them with the fine gentle- 
men and dandies who promenade such unex- 
ceptional figui^es in our frequented thoroughfares. 
Stripped of the cunnii^ artifices of the tailor, 
and standing forth in the garb of Eden, — ^what 
a sorry set of round-shouldered, spindle-shanked, 
crane-necked varlets .would civilised men appear ! 
Stuffed calves, padded breasts, and scientifically 
cut pantaloons would then avail them nothing, 
and the effect would be truly deplorable. 

Nothing in the appearance of the islanders 
struck me toore forcibly than thei whiteness of 
their teeth* The novelist always compares the 
masticators of his heroine to ivory; but I boldly 
pronounce the teeth of the Typees to be far 
more beautiful than ivory itself. The jaws of the 
oldest greybeards among them were much better 
garnished than those of most of the youths of 
civilised countries ; while the teeth of, the young 
and middle-aged, in their purity and whiteness, 
were actually dazzling to the eye. This marvel- 
lous whiteness of the teeth is tq be ascribed ^ 
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the purd v^etable diet of these people, and the 
uninterrupted healthfulness of their natural mode 
of life. 

The men, In almost every instance, are of 
lofty stature, scarcely ever less than six feet in 
liMBight, while the other sex are uncommonly 
diminutive. The early p^od of life at whidi 
the human form arrives at maturity in this 
generous tropical climate, likewise deserves to 
be mentioned. A little creature, not more dian 
thirteen years of age, and ^^tbo in bther par- 
ticulaiis might be regarded as a mere child, is 
often seen nursing her own baby; whilst lads 
who, tmder less ripening slues, would be still at 
school, are here responsible fathers of families. 

On first entering the Typee Valley, I had 
befen struck with the marked contrast presented 
by its inhabitants with those of die bay I had 
previously left. In the latter place, I had not 
been fatourably impressed with the personal 
appearance of the male portion of the popula- 
tion; although with the females, excepting in 
some truly melancholy instances) I had been 
wonderftiUy pleased. I had observed that even 
the little intercourse Europeans had carried on 
with the Ntikuheva natives had not tailed to 
leave its traces amongst them. One of the 
most dreadful curses under which humanity 
labours had commenced its havocs, and be- 
trayed, as it ever does among the South Sea 
islanders, the most aggravated symptoms. From 
this, as from all other foreign inflictions, the yet 
uncontamiiiatekl tenants of the Typee Valley 
were wholly exempt; and long may (iiey con* 
Htitie 60. Better will it be f6r them for ever to 
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Temain the happy and innocent heathens and 
barbarians that they now are, than^ like the 
wretched inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands, 
to enjoy the mere name of Christians without 
experiencmg any of the vital operations of true 
religion^ whilst, at the same time, they are made 
the victims of the worst vices and evils of 
civilised life. 

Apart, however, from these considerations, I 
am inclined to believe that there exists a radical 
diflferenpe between the two tribes^ if indeed they 
are not distinct races of men. To those who 
have merely touched at Nukuheva Bay, without 
visiting other portions of the island, it would 
hardly appear credible the diversities presented 
between the various small clans inhabiting so 
diminutive a spot But the hereditary hostility 
which has existed between them for ages fully 
accounts for this. 

Not so easy,, however, is it to assign an ade» 
quate cause for the endless variety of complexions 
to be seen in the Tjrpee Valley. During the 
festival I had noticed several young females 
whose skins were almost as white as any Saxon 
damsel's ; a slight dash of the mantling brown 
being all that marked the difference. The com- 
parative fisumess of complexion, though in a 
great degree- perfectly natural, is partly the 
result of an artificial process^ and of an entire 
exclusion from tlie sun. The juice of the " papa " 
root, found in great abundance at the head of 
the valley, is held in great esteem as a cosmetic, 
with which many of the females daily anoint 
their whole person. The habitual use of it 
whitens and beautifies the skin. Those of t^ 
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young girls who resort to this method of 
heightening their charms, never expose them- 
selves to the rays of the sun; an observance, 
however, that produces little or no incon- 
venience, since there are but few of the inhabited 
portions of the vale which are not shaded over 
with a spreading canopy of boughs, so that one 
piay journey from house to house, scarcely 
deviating from the direct course, and yet never 
once ^ee his shadow cast upon the ground. 

The " papa," when used, is suffered to remain 
upon the skin for several hours ; being of a 
light green colour, it consequently imparts for 
the time a similar hue to the complexion. 
Nothing, therefore, can be imagined more 
singular than the appearance of these nearly 
naked damsels immediately after the applica- 
tion of die cosmetic. To look at one of them 
you would almost suppose she was some vege- 
table in an unripe state; and that, instead of 
living in the shade for ever, she ought to be 
placed out in the sun to ripen. 

All the islanders are more or less in the habit 
of anointing themselves ; the women preferring 
the "aker" or "papa," and the men using the 
oil of the cocoa-nut. Mehevi was remarkably 
fond of mollifying his Entire cuticle with this 
ointment. Sometimes he might be seen, with 
his whole body fairly reeking with the perfumed 
oil of the nut, looking as if he had just emerged 
from a soap-boiler's vat, or had undergone the 
process of dipping in a tallow-chandlery. To 
this cause perhaps, unfted to their frequent 
bathing and extreme cleanlmess, is ascribable, 
in a great measure, the marvellous purity and 
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smoothness of skin exhibited by the natives in 
genexal. 

The prevailing tint among the women of the 
valley was a light olive, and of this s^le of 
com^exion Fayaway afforded the most beauti^ 
ful example. Others were still darker^ while 
not a few were of a genuine golden colouf , and 
some of a swarthy hue; 

As agreeing with much previously mentioned 
in this narrative^ I may here observe, that 
Mendafia, their disooverer, in his account of the 
Marquesas,.described the natives as wondrously 
beautiful to behold, and as nearly resembling 
the people of southern Europe. The first of 
these islands ^seen by Mendaha was La Made- 
lena, which is not far distant from Nukuheva; 
and its inhabitants in every respect resemble 
those dwelling on that and the other islands of 
the group* Figueroa, the chronicler of Men- 
6aha!s voyage, says^ that on the morning the 
land was descried, when the Spaniards drew 
near tiie shore, there sallied fortii, in rude pro- 
cession, about seventy canoes, and at the same 
time many of the inhabitants (females, I presume) 
made towards the ships by swimming. He 
adds, that *'in complexion they were nearly 
\MXe ; of good stature^ and finely formed ; and 
on their faces and bodies were delineated 
representations of fi^es and other devices." 
The old Pon then goes on to say, "There 
came, among others, two lads paddling their 
canoe> whose eyes were fixed on Sie ship : they 
had beautiful faces and the mo^t promising 
animation of countenance; and were in aU 
things so becoming, that the pilot-mayor Qui^ 
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affirmed, nothing in his life ev^ caused him so 
much regret as the leaving such fine creatures 
tx) be lost in that country."^ More than two 
hundred years have gone by> since the passage 
of which the above is a translation was written ; 
and it appisiars to me now, as I read it, as fresh 
and true as if written but yesterday. The 
islanders are still the same; and I have seen 
boj^ in the Typee Valley of whose " beautiful 
faacQs" and "promising animation of counte- 
nance" no one who has not beheld them can 
form any adequate idea. Cook, in the account 
of his voyages, pronounces the Marquesans as 
by far the most splendid islanders in the South 
Seas. Stewart, the chaplain of the U.S. ship 
Vimmties^ in his "Scenes in the South Seas," 
expresses, in more than one place, his amaze- 
ment at the surpassing loveliness of the wom^n ; 
and says that many of the Nukuheva damsels 
reminded him forcibly of the most celebrated 
beauties in his own land. Fanning, a Yankee 
mai;iner of some reputation, hkewise records his 
lively impressions of the physical appeai^nce of 
these people ; and Commodore Davul Porter of 
the U« S. frigate Essex^ is said to have been 
vastly smitten by the beauty of the ladies. 
Their great superiority' over all other Polynesians 

* This passage, which is cited as an almost literal 
translation from the original, I found in a small volume 
entitled '* Circumnavigation of the Globe," in which 
yolume are Several extracts from, " Ddrymple's Historical 
Collections." The last-mentioned work I have never 
seen, but it is said to contain a very correct English 
version of great part of the learned Doctor Christoval 
Suaverde de Figueroa's Hirtory of M«idafla'$ Voyage, 
pnbllshed at Madrid, A.i>. 1613* 

Digitized by Google 



Distinguishing Characteristics 299 

cannot fail to attract the notice of those 
who visit the principal groups in the Padiia 
The vohiptuous Tahitians are the only peopfe 
who at all deserve to be compared with them> 
while die dark^hued Hawaiians: and the wooll]^ 
headed Feejees are immeasurably inferior to 
them. Tlie distinguidiing characteristic of the 
Marquesan islanders, and that which at otice 
strikes you, is the European cast of their features^ 
— SL peculiarity seldom observable among other 
uncivilised people. Many of their faces present 
a profile classicatUy beautiful, and in the valley 
of Typce, I saw several who, like the stranger 
Mamoo, were in every respect models of 
beauty. 

Some of the natives present at the Feast of 
Calabashes had di^l^yed a few articles of 
European dress; disposed, howevei\ about their 
persons after their own peculiar ^shion. Among 
these I jperceived die two pieces of cotton-doth 
which poor Toby and myself had bestowed upon 
our youdiful gmdes the afternoon we entered 
the valley. They were evidently reserved fct 
gala days; and during those of the festival they 
renden^ the young islanders who wore them 
very distinguished diaracters. The small number 
who were similariy adorned, and the great value 
they appeared to place upon the most common 
and most trivial articles, furnished ample evidence 
of die very restricted intercourse they held with 
vessels touching at the island. A few cotton 
handkerchiefs, of a gay pattern, tied about the 
neck and suffered to fall Over the shoulders; 
strips of fianciful calico^ swathed about the loins, 
were nearly all I saw. 
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Indeed, throughoift the ralley, there were few 
things of a:ny kii^ to be deqn of European origin. 
All I ever saw; beside the articles just aUuded 
to, were thfe aix muskets preserved in the Ti, 
and three ot four similar, implements of warfare 
hung up in ^ther houses ; some small canvas 
bags, partly fiUed with bullets and poWder, and 
half a dozen, old hatchet-heads, with the edges 
blunted and battered to such a degree as to 
render them: utterly useless. These last seemed 
to be regarded as nearly worthless by the 
natives; and several times they held up one of 
them before me, and throwing it aside with a 
gesture of disgust, manifested their contempt 
for anything that could so soon become tm- 
«ervieeable. 

But the muskets, the powder, and the bullets 
were held in most extravagant esteem. The 
former, from their gteat age and the peculiarities 
they exhibited, were well worthy a place in any 
antiquarian's armoury. I remember in particular 
one that hung in the Ti, and which Mehcvi — 
supposing as a matta: of course that I was able 
to repair it — ^had put into my hands for that 
purpose.) It was one » of those cluntey, old- 
fashioned, English pieces known generally as 
Tower Hill muskets, and, for aught I know, 
might have been left on the island by Wallace, 
Carteret, Cook, or Vancouver. The stock was 
half rotten and worm-eatefn; the lock was as 
rusty and about as well adapted to its ostensible 
purpose as aii old door-hinge; the threading of 
the screws about the trigger was completely 
worn away; while the barrel shook in thewood. 
Such was the weapon the chief desired me to 
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restore. to. its original condition. ' As I did not 
possess the accomplishments of a gunsmith, and 
was likewise destitute -of the necessary tools, I 
was reluctantly obliged t50 signify mj inability 
to perform the task. At this unexpected com* 
munication Mehevi regarded me, for a moment, 
as if he half suspected I was some inferior sort 
of white man, who after all did not know much 
more than a Typee. However, after a most 
laboured e?;planation of the nuitter, I succeeded 
in making him understapd the extreme difficulty 
of the task. . Scarcjely satisfied with my apologies, 
boweveTyhe marched pff, with the, superannuated 
musket in somethipgof a huff, as if he would no 
longer expose it to the indignity oi being mani* 
pulated by such unskilful iingers^ 

Diuring the festival X had not failed to remark 
the simplicity of manner, thq freedom from all 
restraint, ^(}» to a certain degree, the equality 
of condition manifested by the natives in generoli 
No one appeared to assume apy arrogant pre- 
tensions. There was Uttle more than a slight 
difference in qostunve to distinguish the chiefs 
from the other natives. All aM)eared to- mix 
together freely, and without any reserve ; 
although I noticed that the wishes of a chief, 
even, when delivered in the mildest tone, re- 
ceived the same imn^ediate obedience which 
else^ere would have been only accorded to 
a peremptory command. What may be the 
extent of the avthprity of the ehiefe over the 
rest of the trib^, I will inpt venture to assert ; 
but from ail I sa,Yf during my stay in .the valley, 
I. was jiijuiuced to bejieve that in matters con- 
cerning th«. general welfarjs it was very limited^ 
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The reqmrfed degree of deference to^rards them, 
however, was willingly and cheerfully yielded; 
and as all authority is transmitted from father 
to son, 1 have no doubt that one of the effects 
here, as elsewhere, of high birth, is to induce 
respect and obedience. 

The civil institutions of the Marquesas Islands 
appear to be in this, as in other respects, directly 
the reverse of those of the Tahitian and Ha- 
waiian groups, where the original power of the 
king and chiefs was far more despotic than tiiat 
of any tyrant in civilised countries. At Tahiti 
it used to be death for one of the inferior orders 
to approach, without permission, under the 
shadow of the king's house; ot Ml m paying 
the customary reverence wheri food destined for 
the king was borne past them by his messengers. 
At the Sandwich Islands, Kaahumanu, the 
gigantic old dowager queen — a woman of nearly 
four hundred pounds' weight, and who is said to 
be still living at Mowee— was accustomed, in 
some of her terrific gusts of temper, to snatch 
up an ordinary sized man who had offended her, 
and snap his spine across her knee. Incredible 
as this may seem, it is a fact. While at Laha- 
inaluna-*the residence 6f this monstrous Jezebel 
•—a humpbacked wretch was pointed out to me, 
who, some twenty-five years previously, had had 
the vertebrae of his badc^bone very seriously 
discomposed by his gentlte mistress. 

The particular grades of rank existing among 
the chieft of Typee, I could not itt all cases 
determine. Previous to the Feast of Calabashes 
I had been puzzled what particular slition to 
assign to Meheti^ But the important patt he 
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took upon that ocotsion conrinced me that he 
tad no superior among die inhabitants of the 
vaUey* I had invariably noticed a certain 
degree of deference paid to him by. all with 
whom I had ever seai hini brought ia contact; 
but when I remembered that my wandermgs 
had been confined to a limited portion of the 
valley, and that towards the sea a number of 
di^iinguished chiefs resided, some of whom had 
separately visited me at Marheyo's house, and 
whom, until the Festival,; I had never seen in 
the company of Mehevi, I felt disposed to 
believe that his rank after all might not be 
particularly elevated. 

Tb^e revels, however, had brought together 
all the warriors whom I had seen individually 
and in groups at different times and places. 
Among 3xem Mehevi moved with an easy air 
of superiority which was not to be mistaken ; 
and he whom I had only looked at as the 
hospitable host of the Ti, and one of the mili- 
tary leaders of the tribe, now assumed in my 
eyes the dignity of royal station. His striking 
costume, no less than his naturally commanding 
figure, seemed indeed to give him pre-eminence 
over the rest The towering helmet of feathers 
that he wore raised him in height above all who 
surrounded him ; and though some others were 
similarly adorned, the length and luxuriance of 
their plumes were far inferior to his. 

Mehevi was in fact the greatest of the chiefs 
— the head of his clan — the sovereign of the 
valley; and the simplicity of the social in- 
stitutions of the people could not have been 
more completely proved than by the fact, tha** 
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after having been sereral weeks in the valley, 
and almost in daily intercourse with Mehevi, I 
should have remained until the time of the 
festival ignorant of his regal character. But a 
new light had now broken in upoti me. The 
Ti was tlie palace — and Mehevi tile king. Bbth 
the one and the cdier of a most simple and 
patriarchal nature it must be allowed, and 
wholly unattended by the ceremonious ix>mp 
wHch usually surrounds the purple. 
• . After having made this discovery I could not 
avoid congratulating, mysdf that Mehevi had 
from the first taken me ias it were under his 
royal protection, and that he still continued to 
entertain for me the warmest regrtrd, as far at 
least as I was enabled to judge from appear- 
ances. Tor the future I determined to pay 
most assiduous court to him, hoping ^:kaX even- 
tually through his. kindness I might obtain my 
liberty. 
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CHAPTER XXVI 

King Mebcvi — Allusion to his Hawaiian Majesty--Con* 
duct of Marheyo and Mehevi in certain belicate 
Matters— Peculiar System of Marriage — Number of 
Population — Uniformity — Embalming — Places of 
Sepulchre— Funeral Obsequies at Nnkuheva — ^Num- 
ber of Inhabitants in- Typee — Location of the 
Dwellings — Happiness enjoyed in the Valley— A 
Warning — Some Ideas with regard to the Civili- 
sation of the Islands — Reference to the Present' 
State of (he Hawaiians — Fashionable Equipages at 
Oahti— Reflections* 

King Mehevi! — A goodly sounding title! — 
and why should I not bestow it upon the fore- 
most man in the valley of Typee? The re- 
publican missionaries of Oahu cause to be 
gazetted in the Court Journal, published at 
Honolulu, the most trivial movements of " his 
gracious majesty " King Kamehameha III., and 
** their highnesses the princes of the blood 
royal." ^ And who is his " gracious majesty," 

' Acoouott like these are sometimes copied into 
English and American journals. They lead the reader 
to infer that the arts and customs of civilised life are 
rapidly refining the natives of the Sandwich Islands. 
But let no one be deceived by these accounts. The 
chiefs 9wagger about in gold lace and broadcloth, while 
the great mass of the common people are ^early as 

3^5 Digitized by CjOOQ 



3o6 Typee 

and what the quality of this "blood royal"? 
His "gracious majesty" is a fat, lazy, negro- 
looking blockhead, with as little chairacter as 
power. He has lost the noble traits of the 
barbarian, without acquiring the redeeming 
graces of a civilised being; and, although a 
member of the Hawaiian Temperance Society, 
is a most inveterate dram-drinker. 

The "blood royal" is an extremely thick, 
depraved fluid ; formed principally of raw fish, 
bad brandy, and European sweetmeats, and is 
charged with a variety of eruptive humours, 
which are developed in sundry blotches and 
pimples upon the august face of "majesty 
itself," and the angelic countenances of the 
" princes and princesses of the blood royal I " 

Now, if the farcical puppet of a chief magis- 
trate in the Siuidwich Islands be allowed the 
title of King, why should it be withheld from 
the noble savage Mehevi, who is a thousand 
times more worthy of the appellation? All 

primitive in their appearance as in the dajrs of Cook/ 
In the progress of events at these islands, the two classes 
are receding from each other: the chidfs are daily be- 
coming more liixurions and extravagant in their style of 
living, and the common people more and more destitute 
of the necessaries and decencies of life. But the end to 
which both will arrive at last will be the same : the one 
are fast destroying themselves by sensual indulgences, 
and the other are fast being destroyed by a compUcation 
of disorders, and the want of wholesome focJi. The 
r^ources of the domineering chieis are wrung fn>m the 
starving serfs, and every additional bauble with which 
they bedeck themselves is purchased by ^e sufferings of 
their bondsmen ; so that the measure of gew-g^w re- 
finement attained by the chiefs is only an index to the 
actual state of degradation in which the greater portioa 
of the populatioQ lie grovellingw 
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hail, therefore, Mehevi, King of the Cannibal 
Valley, and long life and prosperity to hfai 
Typeean majesty 1 May Heaven for many a 
year preserve hnn, the uncompromising foe of 
Nukuheva and the French, if a hostile attitude 
will secure his lovely domain from the re? 
liK)rseless inflictions of South Sea civDisation» 

Previously to seeing the Dancing Widows I 
had little idea that there were any matrimonidl 
relations subsisting in Typee, and I should as 
soon have tiiought of a Platonic affection being 
cultivated between the sexes, as of the solemn 
coiinexion of man and wife. To be sure, there 
were old Marheyo and Tinor, who seemed tb 
have a sort of nuptial understanding with oq6 
another ; biit for. sdl that, I had sometimes ob^ 
served a comtcalrlooking old gentleman dressed 
in a suit of shabby tattooing, who had the 
audacity to take various liberties with the lady, 
and that too in the very presence of the old 
warrior her husband, who looked on, as good- 
naturedly as if nothing wa^ happening. Thi^ 
behaviour, until subsequent discoveries en* 
lightened me, puziled me more than anythii^ 
e£e I witnessed in Typee. 

As for Mehevi, I had supposed him a con^ 
firmed badieior, as well as most of the principal 
chiefs. At any rate, if they had wives and 
families, they ought to have been ashamed of 
themselves; for sure I am, they never troubled 
themselves about any domestic affairs. In 
truth, Mehevi seemed to be the president of a 
club of hearty fellows, who kept "Bachelor's 
Hall ^* in fine style at the Ti. I had no doubt 
but that they regarded children as odious 
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incumbrances ; and their ideas of domestic feli- 
city were sufficiently shown in the fact, that they 
allowed no meddlesome hoUsdceepers to turn 
topsy-turvy those snug little . arrangements they 
had made in their comfortable dwelling. I 
strongly suspected, however, that Some of these 
jolly bachelors were carrying on love intrigues 
witi^ the maidens of the tribe ; although they 
did not appear publicly to acknowledge them. 
I happened to pop upon Mehevi three or four 
times when he was romping — in a most un- 
dignified manner for a warrior king — with one 
of the prettiest little witches in the valley. She 
lived with an old woman and a young man, in a 
house near Marheyo's ; and although in appear- 
ance a mere child herself, had a noble boy about 
a year old, who bore a marvellous resemblance 
to Mehevi, whom I should certainly have 
believed to have been the father, were it not 
that the little fellow had no triangle on his face 
—but on second thoughts, tattooing is not 
hereditary. Mehevi, however, was not the only 
perscMi upon whom the damsel Moonoony 
smiled — the young fellow of fifteen; who per- 
manently resided in the house with her, was 
decidedly in her good graces. I sometimes 
beheld both him and the chief making love at 
the same time. Is it possible, thought I, that 
the valiant warrior can consent to give up a 
comer in the thing he leaves ? This too was a 
mystery which, with others of the same kind, 
was afterwards satisfactorily explained. 

During the second day of the Feast of Cala- 
bashes, Kory-Kory — being determined that I 
should have some understanding on these matters 
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^-^had, in the course of his explanations, directed 
my attention to a peculiarity I had frequently 
remarked among many of the females ; — princi^ 
pally those of a mature age and rather .matronly 
appeamnce: This consisted in havmg the right 
hand and the left foot most elaborately tattooed; 
while tiie rest of the body was wholly free from 
the operation of Ae art^ with the exception of 
the minutely dotted lips and slight marks on the 
shoddersj' to which I have previously referred 
at comprising the sole tattooing exhibited by 
Fayaway, in common with other young girls of 
her age. The hand and foot thus embellished 
were, according to Kory-Kory, the distinguish- 
ing badge of wedlock, so far as ^at social and 
highly commendable institution is known among 
these people. It answers, indeed, the same 
purpose as the plain gold ring worn by our 
fiEUrer spouses. 

After Kory-Kory's explanation of the subject, 
I was for some time studiously respectful in the 
presence of all females thus distinguished, iftid 
never ventured to indulge in the slightest 
approach to flirtation with any of their number. 
Married women, to be sure ! — I knew better 
than to oifend them. 

A further insight however into the peculiar 
domestic customs of the inmates of the valley 
did away in a measmre widi the severity of my 
scruples, and convinced me that I was deceived 
in some at least of my conclusions. A regular 
system of polygamy exists among the islanders ; 
but of a most extraordinary nature — a. plurality 
of husbands, instead of wives ; and this solitary 
fact dpeaks volumes for the gentle disposition c 
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the male popnkttion. Wh^e dse, inde^ ooald 
such a practice exist, even for a single day? 
Imaguie a revolution bron^t about in a Tud^h 
seraglio, and the harem rendered the abode of 
bearded men ; or conceive some beautiful woman 
in our own country running distracted at the 
s^ht of her numerous lovers murdering one 
another before her eyes, out of jealousy for the 
unequal distribution of her favours! Heaven 
defend us from such a state of things I We aie 
scarcely amiable and forbearing enough lo 
submit to it. 

I was not able to learn what particuUur 
ceremony was observed in forming the marriage 
contract, but am inclined to think that it must 
have been of a very simile nature. Pediaps 
the mere " popping the question," as it is termed 
with us, might have been followed by an 
immediate nuptial alliance. At any rate, I have 
more than one reason to believe that tedious 
courtships are unknown in the valley of Typee* 

^he males considerably outnumber the 
females. This holds true of many of the 
islands of Polynesia, althou^ the reverse of 
what is the cas^ in most dviUsed countries. 
The girls are first wooed and won, at a very 
tender age, by some stripling in the household 
in which they reside. This, however, is a mere 
frolic of the afiectiobs, and no fornuil engage* 
ment is contracted. By the time this first love 
has a little subsided, a second suitor presents 
himself, of graver years, and carries both boy 
and girl away to his own habitatioQ. TU^ 
disinterested and generous^earted fellow now 
weds the young couple— marrying damsel vod 

jitizedby VjOOQ 



The Marriage Contract 311 

lover at the same time — and all three thence- 
forth live together as harmoniously as so many 
turtles. I have heard of some men who in 
civilised countries tashly marry large families 
with their wives, but had no idea that there 
was any place whe^ people married supple- 
mentary husbands widi them. Infidelity on 
either side is very rare. No man has more 
than one wife, and no wife of mature years has 
les^ than two husbands — sometimes she has 
three, but such instances are not frequent. The 
marriage tie, whatever it may be, does not 
appear to be indissoluble; for separations 
occasionally happen. These, however, when 
they do take place, produce no unhappiness, 
and are preceded by no bickerings; for the 
simple reason, that an ill-used wife or a hen- 
pecked husband is not obliged to file a bill 
in Chancery to obtain a divorce. As nothing 
stands in the way of a separation, the matri* 
monial yoke sits easily and lightly, and a Typee 
wife lives on very pleasant and sociable terms 
with her husbands. On the whole, wedlock, as 
known among these Typees, seems to be of a 
more distinct and enduring nature than is usually 
tiie case with barbarous people. A baneful 
promiscuous intercourse of the sexes is hereby 
avoided, and virtue, without being clamorously 
invoked, is, as it were, unconsciously practised. 
The contrast exhibited between the Marquesas 
and other islanders of the Pacific in this respect, 
is worthy <^ being noticed. At Tahiti the 
marriage tie was altogether tinknown ; and the 
relation of husband and wife, father and son, 
could hardly be said to exist The Areoi 
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Society — one of the most singular instituti(M2S 
that ever existed in any part of the worldr— 
spread universal licentiousness over the island. 
It was the voluptuous character of these people 
which rendered the disease introduced among 
them by De JBougainviUe's ships, in 176S, 
doubly destructive. It visited them like a 
plague, sweeping them.off by hundreds. 

Notwithstanding the existence of wedlock 
among the Typees, the Scriptxiral injimctioix to 
increase and multiply seems to be but in- 
differently attended to. I never saw any o( 
those large femilies in ai:ithmetical or step- 
ladder progression which one often meets with 
at home. I never knew .of more thsua two 
youngsters living together iq the same home, 
and but seldom even that number. As for the 
women, it was very plain that the anxieties of 
the nursery but seldom disturbed the serenity 
of their souls ; and they were never to be seen 
going about the valley with half a score of little 
ones tagging at their apron-strings, or rather at 
the bread-fruit-leaf they usually wore in the rear. 

The ratio of increase among all the Poly- 
nesian nation is very sm^ll ; and in some places 
as yet uncorrupted by intercourse with Europeans, 
the births would appear but very little to out- 
number the deaths; the population in su<?h 
instances remaining nearly the ^me for several 
successive genwations, even upon those islands 
seldom or never desolated by wars, and among 
people with whom the crime of infanticide is 
altogether unknown. This would seem expressly 
ordained by Providence to prevent the over- 
stocking of the islands with a race too indolent 
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to cultivate the ground, and who, for that reason 
alone, would, by any considerable increase in 
their numbers, be exposed to, the most de- 
plorable misery. During the entire period of 
my stay in the valley of Tjrpee, I never saw 
more than ten or twelve children under the age 
of six months, and only became aware of two 
births. 

It is to the absence of th6 marriage tie that 
the late rapid decrease of the population of the 
Sandwich Islands and of Tahiti is in part to be 
ascribed. The vices and diseases introduced 
among these imhappy people annually swell the 
ordinary mortality of the islands, while, from 
the same cause, the originally small number of 
births is proportionally decreased. Thus the 
progress of th6 Hawaiians and Tahitians to 
utter extinction is accelerated in a sort of 
compound ratio. 

I have before had occasion to remark that 
I never saw any of the ordinary signs of a place 
of sepulture in the valley, a circumstance which 
I attributed, at the time, to my living in a 
particular part of it, and being forbidden to 
extend my rambles to any considerable distance 
towards the sea. I have since thought it 
probable, however, that the Typees, either 
desirous of removing from their sight the 
evidences of mortality, or i^ompted by a taste 
for rural beauty, may have some charming 
cemetery situated in the shadowy recesses alotig 
the base of the mountains. At Nukuheva, two 
or three large quadrangular "pi-pis," heavily 
flagged, enclosed with regular stone walls, and 
shaded over and aUnost hidden from view b*- 
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the interlacing branches of enonnous trees, were 
pointed out to me as burial-places. The bodies, 
I luiderstoodj were deposited in rude vaults 
beneath the flagging) and were suffered to 
remain therewithout being disinterred. Although 
nothing could be more strange and gloomy than 
the aspect of these places, where the lofty trees 
threw their dark shadows over rude blocks of 
stone, a stranger in looking at them would have 
discerned none of the ordinary evidences of a 
place of sepulture* 

During my stay in the valley, as none of its 
inmates were so accommodating as to die and 
be buried in order to gratify my curiosity with 
regard to their funeral rites, I was reluctantly 
obliged to remain in ignorance of them. As 
I have reason to belieye, however, Uiat the 
observances of the Typees in these miatters are 
the same with those of all the other tribes on 
the island, I will here relate a scene I chanced 
to witness at Nukidieva. 

A young man had died, about daybreak, in a 
house near the beach. I had been sent ashore 
that morning, and saw a good deal of the 
preparations they were making for his obsequies. 
The body, neatly wrapped in. new white tappa^ 
was laid out in an open shed of cocoa*nut 
boughs, upon a biea^ constructed of elastic 
bamboos ingeniously twisted together. This 
was supported, about two feet frc^ the groimd^ 
by [large canes planted upright in the earths 
Two females, of a dejected appearance, watched 
by its side, plaintively chanting and beating tb^ 
air with large grass fans whitened wittf pipenclay. 
In the dwelling-house adjoining a numerous 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Funeral Rites ^s 317 

company were assembled, and vari(»is artnk of 
of food were being prepared for: consumption^. 
Two or three indi^ual5,.distingTiisdied by head- 
dresses of beautiful tappa, and wearing a great 
number of ornaments, appeared to <&ciate as 
masters of th& ceremonies. By noon the 
entertainment had fairly begun, and we were 
told that it wotrid last during the whole of the 
two following days. Wilii the exception of 
those who mourned by the corpse, every one 
seemed disposed to drown the sense of the late 
bereavement in convivial indulgence. The girls, 
decked out in their savage finery, danced ; the 
old men chanted; the warriors smoked and 
diatted ; and the y(»mg and lusty, of both sexes^ 
feasted plentifully, and seemed to enjoy tiiem* 
s^ves as pleasantly as they could have done 
had it been a wedding. 

The islanders understand the art of embaim* 
ing,^d practise it with such, success, that the 
bodies of their .great chiefis are frequently pre- 
served for many years in the very houses where 
they died. I saw three of these in my visit to 
the Bay of Tior* One was enveloped in 
immense folds of tappa, with only the fsice 
exposed, and hung erect against the side of the 
dwelling. The others were stretched out upon 
biers c^' bamboo, in open^ elevated temples, 
\duch seemed consecrated to their memory. 
Hie heads of enemies killed in battle are in- 
variably preserved and hung up as trophies in 
^le house of the conqueror. I am not acquainted 
with tine process whidi is in use, but believe 
that fumigation is the principal agency employed. 
All the remains infhlch I saw presented the 
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^^^' Csj of a haia after being suspended for 
*" e? ^ in a smoky chimney. 

^ return from the dead to the living, 
fei^val ha4 drawn togetiier, as I had 
,ason to believe, the whole population 
/ale, and consequently I was enabled to 
malo:^ jome estimate with regard to its numbers. 
I should imagine that there, were about two 
thousand inhabitants in Typee ;. and no number 
could have been better adapted to the extent of 
the valley* The valley is some nine miles in 
length, and may average, one in breadth; tb& 
houses being distributed at wide intervals 
throughout its whole extent, principally, how- 
ever, towards the head of tiie vale. There are 
no villages : the houses stand here and there in 
the shadow of the groves, or are scattered along 
the banks of the winding stream ; their golden- 
hued bamboo sides and gleaming white thatch 
forming a beautiful contrast to the perpetual 
verdure in which they are embowed. Tliere 
are no roads of any kind in the valley — nothing 
but a lab3nrinth of foot-paths twisting and turn- 
ing among the tiiickets without end. 

The penalty of the Fall presses very lightly 
upon the valley of Typee; for, with. the one 
solitary exception of striking a l^ht, I. scarc^y 
saw any piece of work performed tliere which 
caused the sweat to stand VLpcm a single brow. 
As for digging and ddving for a livelihood, the 
thing is altogedier unknown. Nature had 
planted the bread^fruit and the banana, and 
in her owa good time she brings them to 
maturity, whoi the idle savkge strttches forth 
iaa hand^ and satisfies his appetite. 
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lU-fiaited people ! I shudder when I think of 
the change a few years will produce in their 
paradisiacal abode ; and probably when the 
most destructive vices, and the worst attend- 
ances on civilisation, shall have driven all peace 
and happiness from the valley,, the magnani- 
mous French will proclaim to the world that 
the Marquesas Islands have been converted 
to Christianity! and this the Cadiolic wodd 
will doubdess consider as a glorious event. 
Heaven help the "Isles of the Sea!"— The 
sympathy which Chri^iendom feels for thi^n 
has, alas ! in too many instances proved their 
bane. 

How little do some of the.se poor islanders 
comprehend when tiiey look aroimd them, that 
no inconsiderable part of their disasters originate 
in certain tea*party excitements, under the 
influence of which benevolent4ooking gentlemen 
in white cravats solicit alms, and old ladies in 
spectacles, and young ladies in sober russet low 
gowns, contribute sixpences towards the creation 
of a fund, the object of which is to ameliorate 
the spiritual condition of the Polynesians, but 
whose end has almost invariably been to ac* 
complish their temporal destruction ! 

Let the savages be civilised, but civilise them 
with benefits, and not with evils; and let 
heathenism be destroyed, but not by destroying 
the heathen. The Anglo-Saxon hordes have 
extirpated Paganism from the greater part of 
the North-American continent ; but with it they 
have likewise extirpated the greater portion of 
the Red race. Civilisation is gradually swe^ 
ing kom the earth the lingering vestiges c"^ 
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Paganii^, and at the same time the shrinkiiig 
forms of its unhappy wondiippcra. . 

Among the islands of Polynesia, no soonar 
are the images overturned, the temfdes de- 
molished, and the idolaters convert imo 
nominal Christians, than disease, vice, and pre- 
mature death make their appearance. The 
depopulated land is then recruited from the 
rapacious hordes of enlighlsned indiyiduals who 
s^e themselves within its border, and clamor- 
oosly uiinounce the progress of the Truth* 
Neat villas, trim gardens, shaven. lawns, spires, 
and cupolas arise, while the poor savage soon 
finds himself an interloper in the country of his 
fathers, and that too on the very site of the hut 
where he was bom. The spontaneous fruits of 
the earth, which God in his wisdom had ordained 
for- the support of the indolent natives, remorse- 
lessly seized upon and appropriated by the 
stranger, are devoured before; the eyes of the 
starving inhabitants, or sent on board the 
numerous vessels which now touch at their 
shores. 

When the famished wretdies are cut off in 
this manner from their . natural supplies, they 
are told by dieir bene&ctors tx> .work and earn 
their support by the sweat of their brows i But 
to no fine gentleman born to hereditary opulasce 
does manual labour come more unkindly than 
to die luxurious Indian when thus robbed of 
the bounty of Heaven. Habituated to a life of 
indolence, he cannot and will not exert himself; 
and want, disease, and vice, all evils of foreign 
growth, soon terminate his miserable -existence^ 
• But what mat^m all this? Behold the 
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glorious result !-^The abominations of Paganism 
have given way to the pure rites of the Christian 
worship— the ignorant savage has been sup- 
I^anted by the refined European! Look at 
Honolulu, the metropolis of the Sandwich 
Islands !r---A cqmmunity of disinterested mer- 
chants, and devoted self-exiled heralds of the 
Cross, located on the very spot that twenty 
years ago was defiled by the presence of idolatry. 
What a subject for an eloquent Bible-meeting 
orator 1 Nor has such an opportunity for a 
display of missionary rhetoric been allowed to 
pass by unimproved! — But when these phil- 
anthropists send us such glowing accounts of 
one half of their labours, why does their modesty 
restrain them ' fropi publishing the other half of 
the good they have wrought? — Not until I 
visited Honolulu was I aware of the fact that 
the small remnant of the natives had been 
civilised into draught horses, ai^d evangelised 
into beasts of burden. But so it is. They have 
been literally broken into the traces^ and are 
harnessed to the vehicles of their spiritual 
instructors like so many dumb brutes ! 
* . » • • ■ » 

Lest the slightest misconception jiiould arise 
fr<Mn an)rthing thrown out in this chapter, or 
indeed in any other part of the volume, let me 
here observe, that against the cause of missions 
in the abstract no Christian can possibly be 
opposed : it is in truth a just and holy cause^ 
But if the great end proposed by it be spiritual, 
th^ agency employed to accomplish that end is 
purely earthly ; and, although the object in view 
be the achievement of mi^ch good, that agency 
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may nevertheless be productive of evil. In 
short, missionary tindertaking, however it may 
be blessed of Heaven, is in itself but human ; 
and subject, like everything else, to errors and 
abuses. And have not errors and abuses crept 
into the most sacred places, and may there not 
be unworthy or incapable missionaries abroad, 
as well as ecclesiastics of a similar character at 
home ? May not the unworthiness or incapacity 
of those who assume apostblic functions upon 
the remote islands of the sea nidre easily escape 
detection by the world at large than if it were 
displayed in the heart of a city ? An unwar- 
ranted confidence in the sanctity of its apostles 
—a proneness to regard them as incapable of 
guile — and an impatienccj of the least suspicion 
as to their rectitude as men or Christians, have 
ever been prevailing faults in the Church. Nor 
is this to be wondered at: for subject as 
Christianity is to the assaults of unprincipled 
foes, we are naturally disposed to regard every- 
thing like an exposure of ecclesiastical miscon- 
duct as the offspring of malevolence or irreligious 
feeling. Not even this last (Consideration, how- 
ever, shall deter me from the honest expression 
of my sentiments. 

There id something decidedly wrong in the 
practical operations of the Sandwich Island 
Missions. Those who from pure religious 
motives contribute to the support of this enter- 
prise, should take care to ascertain that their 
donations, flowing through many devious chan- 
nels, at last effect their legitimate object, the 
conversion of the Hawaiians. I urge this not 
*^ecause I doubt the moral probity of those who 
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disburse these fiindsi but because I know that 
they are not rightly applied. To, read pathetic 
acooimts .of missionary hardships, and glowing 
descriptions of conversions, and baptisms taking 
place beneath palm-trees, is one thing; and to 
go to the Sandwich Islands and see the mission- 
aries dwelling in picturesque and prettily fur- 
nished coral-rock villas, whilst, the miseJ^ble 
natives are committing all sorts of immoralities 
around them, is quite another^ 

In justice to the missionaries, however, I will 
willingly admit, that whatever evils may have 
resulted from their collective mismanagement 
of the business of the mission, and from the 
want of vital piety evinced by some of their 
number, still the present deplorable condition 
of the Sandwich Islands is by no means wholly 
chargeable against them. The demoralising 
influence of a dissolute foreign population, and 
the frequent visits of all descriptions of vessels, 
have tended not a little to increase the evils 
alluded to. In a word, here, as in every case 
where Civilisation has in any way been intro- 
duced among those whom we call savages, she 
has scattered her vices, and withheld her 
blessings. 

As wise a man as Shakspeare has said, that 
the bearer of evil tidings hath but a losing 
office ; and so I suppose will it prove with me, 
in commimicating to the trusting friends of the 
Hawaiian Mission what has been disclosed in 
various portions of this narrative. I am per- 
suaded, however, that as these disclosures will 
by their very nature attract attention, so they 
will lead to something which will not be withoi^ 
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tiltinmte benefit to tihe cattse of Christianity in 
the Sandwich Inlands. 

I have but one thing moce ta add in connec- 
tion mih this sabject-^those things which I 
<have stated as itocts will remain facts, in sjute of 
whatever the bigoted or incredulous may say or 
ivHtd against them. My reflections, however, 
on those facts may not be free from error. If 
such be the case, I claim no tother indulgence 
than should be conceded to eveiy man whose 
object is to do good. 
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The social Conditk>ii and general Character of the 
typees, 

I HAVE alr^iady meBtioned that the influeno^ 
exerted oyer the people of the valley by ti^eir 
chi^s ;sras mild in the extreme ; ^d as to any- 
general rule oi: standard of cpnduct by which. 
2ie commopalty were governed in^liheiT inter* 
course with each othei, $o far as my obsery&taonr 
extended, I should be almost tesapted to say 
that none existed on tjie if^land, except, iindeed^: 
the ipysterious " Taboo ". be considei:ed as mieb^ 
During' the time I livj^d app^g the Typeos^ no: 
one ^s^ ever put upon his trial for any ofienoe 
against the pui^lic* To. all appearances there; 
were no courts of lav or equity. There were 
no municipal police for the purpose o£ iappre- 
hending vagrants and disorderly chaxacter^ In- 
short^ there were no legal provisions whatever 
for the well-being and conservatism of society^ 
the enlightened end of civilised le»slation. 
And yet everything went on in the vsSleyi with 
a harmony a^d iHnoothness vmpaiallele4 I will 
venture lio assert, in the most ^select,, refined, 
and pious associa^ops of mortals in Cbnatendom.^ 
How are we to, explain this ^igma? . Tliese 
islanders wereheathensj savages 1 ay, cannibali> 
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and how came they, without the aid of estab- 
lished law, to exhibit, in so eminent a degree, 
that social order which is the greatest blessing 
and highest pride of the social state ? 

It may reasonably be inquired, how were 
these people governed ? how were their passions 
controlled in their everjp-day transactions ? It 
must have been by an inherent principle of 
honesty and charity towards each other. They 
seemed to be governed by that sort of tacit 
common-sense law, which, say what they will of 
Ae inborn lawlessness of the human race, has 
its precepts graven on every breast. The grand 
principles- of virtue and honour, however they 
may be distorted by arbitrary codes, a^ the 
same all the world over; and whene these 
piinciplei are ccmcemed, the right or wttfng of 
any action aippears the same to th€f lAicdtlvated 
as ta the euli^tened mind. It is to this indwell- 
ing, this universally diffused perception of what 
isyi^aod ftohk^ that the integrity of the Marque- 
sans in their intercourse with each o^eris to 
be attritmted. In the darkest nights the^ slept 
securely, with all their worldly wealth afound 
them, in houses the dbdrs of wMch were never 
fastened. The disquieting ideas of theft or 
assassination tiever disturbed them. Each 
isUnder reposeki beneath his own pahnietto 
thatching, or satunder his own bread-fruit-tree, 
with none to liidest or alarm him. There was 
not a padlddt in the valley, nof anything dmt 
answered the purpose of ^e; stilb^ete ^«^ 
no commmnity of godds. This long speai^ so 
elegantly carved and* Mgldy polished, belongs 
ia WotmoQiioo: it is far hahdsoniex' tlEa!n the 
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; wfaioh. old. Maiheyo so greatly prizes ; it is 
ttie most valuable artide beloiiging to its owner. 
And yet I have .seen it leaniog against a cocoa-; 
nut tree in the grove, and there it was found when 
sought for. Here is a sperm-whale tooth, graren 
all over with cunning devices : it is the proper^. 
of Kazluna; it is. the most predous of the 
damseFs ornaments. la her estimation ks prio^ 
is far above rubies — and yet there hangs the 
dental jewel by its cord of braided bark, in the 
girl's house^ which is fas back in the valley; 
^bt door is left open, and all the inmates have 
gone o£f to bathe in the stream.^ 

So much for the respect in n^ich *' personal 
property" is held in Typee; how secure an 
investment of " real. property " may be, I can- 
not take upcMi me ' to say. Whether the land of 
the valley was thef joint property of its inhabi- 
tants, or. whether it was parcelled out among a 
certain number of landed proprietors who 
allowed everybody to "squat "and "poach" 
as much as he or she i^eased^ I never could 

^ The strict honesty which the inhabitants of yearly 
all the Polynesian Islands manifest towards each other, is 
in striking contrast with the thieving propensities some 
of them evince in their intercourse with foreigners. It 
wtmld almost seem tlnit, according to tiieir peculiar code 
of morals, the pilferine of a hatchet or a wrought nail 
from a European is looked upon as a praiseworthy action^ 
Or rather, rt may be presumed, thkt bearing in mind 
tiie wholesale forays made upon them by their nautical 
visitors, they consider the property of the latter as a fair 
object of leprisal. This consideration, while it serves to 
reconcile an apparent contradiction in the moral character 
of the islanders, should in some measure alter that low 
oj>in!on of it which the reader df South Sea voyages i^ 
too apt to fonn. 
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ascertsdn. At any rate, musty parchments^ said 
title deeds there w^e none on tbe island ; and 
I am half indined to believe that its ii^bi- 
tants hold their broad valleys in fee shnj^ from 
Nature herself) to have and to hold, so knag 
as grass grows and -water mns; or until their 
French visitors, by a summary mode of con- 
veyancing, shall ai^pvopriate. them to their own 
benefit and behocrf'. 

Yesterday I saw Kjoty^Katy We him away, 
armed "with* a long pole, "with whid), standing on 
^e ground, he knocked down the fiuit from tiie 
topmost boughs of the trees, and brought tiiem 
home inliis basket of cocoaMnut leaves. To- 
day I see an islander, wbom I know to reside in 
a distant part of the- valley, doing tiie sett^same 
thing. On the sloping l^ajnJc 6f tise sttieam are a 
numb^ of banana^trees. II have okexi seen -m 
score or two of youngj peopte makirigr a merry 
foray on the great golden dusters, and beanng 
them off, one after another, to different parts of 
the vale, shouting and tramping as tiiey wei^ 
No churlish old curmudgeon could have been 
the owner of that grove of bread-fniit-trees, or 
of these gloriously yellow launches of bananas. 

From what I have said it will be perceived 
that there is a vast difference between ^' personal 
property" and "real estate" in the ^^ey of 
Typee. Some individuals, of cdurse, are more 
wealthy thaii others. For example : the ridge- 
pole of Maiiieyo's house bends under the wei^t 
of many a huge package of tappa; his long 
<;ouch is laid with mats placed one upon the 
other seven deep» Outside, Tinor has razeed 
along in her bamboo cupboard— ><nr whatiever 
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the place may be called — a goodly anay of 
calabashes and wooden trenchers. Now, the 
house just beyond the grove, and next to 
Marheyo's, xx:ciq)ied by Ru^m:^, is not quite 
60 well fiamishedl There are only three moder- 
ate-sized packages swinging overhead; there 
^re only two layers of mats beneath, and the 
calabashes and trenchers are not so nmnerous, 
ncMT so tastefidly stained and carved* But then, 
Riia(ruga has a house—* not so pretty a <me, to 
be sure-^but just as commodious as Marheyo's ; 
and, I Suisse, if he widied to vie with his 
neighbour's estabhshment, he could do so with 
very little trouble. These, in diort, constituted 
the chief di£ferences parceivable in the relative 
wealth of the people in Typee. 

Civilisation does not engross all the virtues 
of humanity ; she has not even her MX share of 
them. They flourish in greater abundanqe and 
attain greater strength among many barbarous 
peofde. The hospitality of the wild An^b, the 
courage of the NorthrAmerican Indian, and the 
faithful friendships of some of the Polynesian 
nations, far surpass anything of a similar kind 
among the poheriied communities of Europe. If 
truth and justice, and the better principles of 
our nature, cannot exist unless enforced by the 
statute-book, how are we to account for the 
social condition of the Typees ? So pure and 
upri^t were they in all the relations of life, that 
entering their valley, as I did, under the most 
erroneous in4)re8sions of their character, I was 
soon led to exclaim in amazement : " Are these 
the ferocious savages, tiie blood-thirsty cannibals 
of whom I have heard such fri^tful tales ! The^ 
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deal more kindly with each odier, and are mote 
humane, than many who study essays on virtue 
dnd ben&?oienoe, and^^o Tepeat eveiry mgbt 
that beautiful prayer breathed tot by t^ lips of 
the divine and -gentle Jesus." I will fraiikly 
declare, that after passing a few weeks in this 
valley of the Marquesas, I formed a higher 
estimate of human nature than I had ever before 
entertained. But alas I sbice then I have been 
one oi the^crew of a man<if*waE, acid the pent- 
up wickedness of five hundred xaen has xiearly 
overturned all my pievious dieories. 

There was one adinirable ifrait in theg^eial 
chatractfer of the Typees which, more than any- 
thing else^ secured my achniration ; it was the 
unanimity of feeling they displayed on eveiy 
occasion. With them there hirdly^appeared to 
be any diflerence of opinion upon any subject 
whatever. They aUthought and' acted alike. I 
do not conceive that they could support a 
debating society for a single night: there would 
b^ notlung to dispute^abciiit; And were they to 
call a convention- to take into consoderation the 
state of the tribe, its session would be a re- 
markably short one. They showed this spirit of 
unanimity in every action. of life : everything 
was done in concert and good fellowship. I 
will give an instance of this fraternal feeling. 

One day, in returning with Kory-Kory from 
my accustomed visit, to the Ti, we passed by a 
little opening in 4ihe grove; on one sKle of which, 
my attendant mformed me, was that afternoon 
to be built a dwelling xDf. bamboa . At least a 
hundred of the natives were bringing materials 
'^o the grootid, some canyiog in their bai>ds one 
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dr two of the canes wMch were to fotm the sides/ 
others slender rods of tiie^habiscus, strting* with 
palmetto leares, for the rooft Every one con- 
tributed something to the wwk; and bjrthe 
united, but easy, and even indolent, labours- of 
all, tiie entire work was cxnnpleted before sunset. 
The islaiKieis, while empBojed in erecting^ this 
tenement, reminded me of a ooiony of beaters 
at work. . To be sure, they ^ere hardly as 
silent and demure as those wonderful crcxittxres, 
nor were they by any means as diligent To 
tidl the trutii, th^ were somewhat inclined to be 
lasy, but a perfect tumult of hilhrity prevailed ; 
and they worked tog^her so unitedly, and 
seemed actuated by such an. instinct of hiend* 
lijaess, that it was truiy beautiful to behold. 

Not a single.female took part in this employ- 
ment: and if the degree of consideration in 
which the evfer-adorabk ^ex is held by the men 
be^-*as the philosophers affirm— a just criterion 
of the degree of refinement among a people, 
tiien I may truly pronounce tiie Typees to be 
as polished a community as ever the sun shone 
upon. The religious restrictions of' the taboo 
alone excSepted, the womten of the valley were 
allowed every possible indu^ence. Nowherd 
are the ladies more asaduously courted ; no- 
where are they better appredated as the 
contributors to our highest enjoyments ; and 
nowhere are they more sensible of their power. 
Far different. from thdr cdnditioa a<noi^ many 
rude • nations, where the women are made to 
perform all the work while their ungallant lords 
and masters lie buried in sloth, the gentle se^ 
in: the valley of Typee were cxemjrt from to^' 
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toil it might be called.that, evenin that dt>pi<^l 
dimate, neveir distilled ottedro^ of perspiration. 
Their light hotisehold occupations, together wfth 
the^matiiifacture of 'tappa> the letting of mats, 
a&d the polishing of dnnking^vessels; wene the 
only employihents pertaining to the wonten. 
And even these resembled those pleasant avoca-i 
tions whidh ^1 \xp die elegaht morning leisure' 
of our fashionable ladies at home. But in these 
occupationd, idight and agreeable thot^ they 
werfe, the giddy young girls very seldom en- 
gaged. Indeed, these wilfui, careNkillkg damsds 
wete averse to all usefui empl03rment Like so 
maoy spbiled beauties, they rang^ ^ough the 
groves— bathed in the stream— nianced^— flirted 
— play^ all maimer erf" misduevous pranks, 
and passed their days in one merry round of 
thoughljesa happiness. 

During my whcde stay 6h the island I never 
witnessed asiiigle quarrel nor anything that in ^e 
slightest degree approached even to a disptite. 
Thte natives appeared to form one household, 
whose members were bound together by the ties 
of strong affection. The love of kindi^ I did 
not so much percetvej lor it seemed blended in 
the geneitil love ; ted where all were treated as 
brothers and sisters, it was hard to tell who were 
actually rdated to each other by blood. 

Let it not be supposed Itiat I have overdrawn 
this picture. I have not done so* Nor let it 
be urged, that thb lu]>siility of this tribe to 
foreigners, and tiie hereditary feuds they carry 
on afgain^ their fHlow-islanders beyond the 
mountains, are facts which cont^dict me. Not 
«*^; these apparent discrepancies are easily 
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recotociled. Bjrooaiiyii legendary tale'of violence 
aod wrong, as veil as by events , which have 
IMUSsed before &cir ^es, these people have been 
taught to lookupon white men widt abhonence. 
The cruel ixtvaaion of thdr country by Porter 
has alDQQ famished them with ample provoca- 
tion; and I can sympathise in the spirit which 
prompts the Typee warrior to guard all the 
passes to his valley with, die point of his levelled 
-spear, suad^ standi upcm the beach^ widi his 
l»(^ turned tipoai his green home, to hold at 
•bay, the intruding. Buropean* 

As to the.origih of the enmity of this par- 
iicttlar clan towards the neighbouring tribes, I 
cannot so . confidently speak. I will not say 
that their foes are ^e aggressors, nor will I 
endeavour to palliate their conduct But surely, 
if our evil passions must find vent, it is far 
'better to expend them on strainers and aliens, 
^Ihan in the bosom of the comnmnity in ^diich 
we dwell In many polished countries civil 
contentions, as well as domestic enmities, jsuce 
j»revalent, at the same time that the most 
Atrocious foreign wars are waged. How much 
4ess guilty, then^ are our islanders, who of these 
three sins are only chargeable wdtli one, and that 
the least criminal 1 

The reader will ere long have reason to 
suspect that the Typees are not free from the 
guilt of cannibalism ; and he will then, perhaps, 
charge me with admirbg a people against whom 
so odious a crime is chargeable. But this only 
enormity in their character is not half so horrible 
as it is usually described. According to the 
popular fictions, the crews of vessels, shipwreck 
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on some barbarous coast, are ^ateii a£ve like so 
many dainty joints by the uncivil inhabitants; 
^nd unfoirtiinate vcg^agers are lured into smiEng 
and tzcaoberous bays ; knocked in the head witili 
outlandish waT'Chibs; and serred up ndthout 
any preliminary idreesing* In tnitb) so horr^c 
and improbable are these accounts^ that many 
sensible and weU'-infonned people will not 
believe that any cainmbals exist i and place 
every book of voyages which pui^orts to ghre 
any account of them, on the same shelf with 
Blue Beard and Jack the Giant^Killer ; ^i^le 
others, implicitly crediting the most extiavagant 
iic^ons, irmly believe ^t there >are people in 
the world .with tastes so depraved that tiiey 
would infinitely prefer a sii^le vmoutMil of 
material humanity to a good dinnfer of roast 
beef and phun pudding. But here, Truth, who 
loves to be centrally located, is again found 
between the two extremes; foe cannibalism to 
a oertam moderate extent is practised among 
several of the primitive tribes in the Bacific, but 
it is upon the bodies of slain eniemies alone ; 
and horrible and fearful as the custom is, im- 
measurably as it is to be abhorred and con- 
demned, still I. assert that those who indulge in 
it are in other respects humaile and virtaous. 
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Fishing Parties — Mode of distributing the Fish — Mid- 
night Banquet — ^Timekeeping Tapers — Unceremoni- 
otts style of eating the Fish. 

There was no instance in which the social and 
kindly dispositions of the Typees were moce 
forcibly evinced than in the manner they con- 
dncted their great .fishing parties. Four times 
during my stay in the valley the young men 
assembled near the full of the moon^ and went 
together on these excursions. As they were 
generally absent about forty-eight hours» I was 
led to believe that they went out towards the 
open sea, some distance from the bay. The 
Polynesians seldom use a book and line, almost 
always employing large well-made nets, most 
ingeniously fabricated from the twisted fibres of 
a certain bark« I examined several of them 
which had been spread to dry upon the b^ich 
at Kukuheva.. They resemble very much our 
own seines, and I should think were very nearly 
as durable. 

All the South Sea Islandeis are passionately 

fond of fish j but none.of them can be more so 

than the inhabitants :of Typee. I could ncA 

comprehend, therefore^ why they so seldom 
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sought it in their waters, for it was only at 
:stated times that the fishing parties were formed, 
and these occasions were always looked forward 
to with no small degree of interest. 

During their absence the whole population of 
the place were in a ferment, and nothing was 
talked of but " pehee, pehee" (fish, fish). To- 
wards the time when tb^y were expected to 
return the vbcal telegraph was put into operation 
— the inhaljitants, who were scattered through- 
uout the lewgth of the valley, leaped upon rocks 
and into trees, shouting with delight at the 
thoughts of the anticipated treat. As soon as 
the approach of the party was annoimoed, there 
was' a genial rush of the men towards the 
beach ; some of them remaming, however, about 
^e Ti, in order to get matters in readiness for 
the ref^eptipn of the fish, which ^ere brought to 
the Ta^yoo groves in immense packages of leaves, 
each one of them being suspended from a pole 
carried on &e shouldei^s of two men. 

I was present alt the Ti oti oneof these occa- 
sions, and the sight Was most interesting. After 
^U the packa^ had arrived, they were laid in 
a row under the vemndah of the building and 
opened. The fish were all quite ^mall, gener- 
ally about the size of a herring, and of every 
variety of colour. ' About . one-eighl& of the 
^hole being reserved for the use of the Ti itself, 
fhe reipainder was divided into numerous smaller 
packages, which were immediately deqxitched 
in every direction to ihfe remotest part of the 
qralley." Arriving at their destination, these were 
in turn portioned Out, and equally distributed 
among the {mtiotis houses of ea^h particuku* 
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district. The- flsh* ware uitder a strict Taboo, 
nlxtil the . distribution -Was compjietied^ which 
^eetxted to be effected in the ikiost lixdpartiai 
manner. By the operation of this system every 
mani womto^ ahd child in the vale were at <lne 
and the rsaiae tinoe partaking- of this fovourite 
article of (food. ) ; : ^ 

Once I remfember the party arrived alt mid-^ 
ojght; bttt theiihseasonabli^ess of the homf did 
not xepresii the impatience of tiie islanders. 
The carriers despatched from the H were to 
be seen hunJying in alldirectioos through the 
<leep groves ; each individual preceded by a boy 
bearing a flaming torch * of dried ^cbboa'^iut 
boi^ghs, whid& from time to ttide was rejdemshed 
&?om the nuUerials scattered along th^ path. 
The wild glare of these enormous flambeauxy 
lighdi^ up with a startling brilliancy die imer^ 
most cecesses of the vate, and' seen movdnlgk 
rapidly along bdneath the canopy of lebves^ the 
savage shout of the excited messengers sounds 
ing the news of their approach, which was 
answered on all :sklei^, and ithe strange 99peex^ 
ance of their naked bodied, saen ^inst the 
glooniy background, |»roduoed altogethet ani 
effect upon mif mind that I sbaU loiig remember. 

It was on this same ^occasion, that Koty-Kory^ 
awakened me at the dead hour of night, and in> 
a sort of transpiOrt c^Hasmunicaied the intelligence 
contained in tlie words, "pehee pemi" (fish 
come). A3 I happened^ to hahref been in: a, re- 
markably sound aiiMl refreshing slumbev, I couki 
not imagine whf the information had not hesn, 
deferred until morning ; indeed^ I felt ve^ much 
inclined to fly. into a passion add box my v^^' 

Digitized by Google 



336 Typee 

ears ; but on second thcn^hts I got quietly up, 
and on going outside the' house iras not a little 
interested by the movit^ illumination whidi I 
behekL 

When old Marheyo veotired his share of ^e 
spoils, immediate preparations were made for 
a midnight banquet; calabashes of poee*-poee 
were filled to the brim ; green bread-fruit was 
roasted; and a huge cake of *'amar" was cut 
up with a slirer of bamboo and laid out on an 
immense banana-leaf. 

At this supper we were lights by several of 
the native tapers, held in the hands of young 
girls. These tapets are most ingeniously made. 
There is a not abounding in the valley, called 
by the Typees " armor," closely resembling our 
common horse-chestnut. The shell is broken, 
and the contents extracted whole. Any number 
of these are strung ^t pleasure upon die long 
elastic fibre that traverses the branches of the 
cocoa-^ut tree. Some of tiiese tapers are eight 
and ten feet in length; but being perfectiy 
flexible, one end i& held in a coil, while the 
other is lighted. The nut bums with a fitful 
bluish flame and die oil that it contains' is ex- 
hausted in about ten minutes. As one btuns 
down, the next becomes ignited, and the ashes 
of the fonnet are knocked into a cocoa-nut 
shell kept for the purpose. 'Hiis primithre 
candle retires* ccMitinual attention; and must 
be constantly held in the hand. The person 
so employed) marks the lapse of time by the 
number of nuts consumed, which 'is eaMiy 
learned by coftAtihg the bite of tappa distributed 
at regular intervals along the strings. 
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I grkre to state so distressing a fact, but jtjia 
inhabitants of Typee ynrete in tbe habit of de- 
vovtnxkg fish mudi ia the same way that a 
civMised being would eat a radish, and without 
stiy more previous preparation.. They eat it 
raw; s<:ales, bones, gills, and all the inside. 
The fish is held by the tail, and the head being 
introduced into the mouth, the animal dis- 
appears with a rapidity that would at first nearly 
lead one to imagine it had been launched bodily 
down the throat. 

Raw fish ! Shall I ever forget my sensations 
when I first saw my island beauty devour one ? 
Oh, heavens I Fayaway, how could you ever 
have contracted so vile a habit? However, 
after the first shock had subsided, the custom 
grew less odious in my eyes, and I soon accus- 
tomed myself to the sight. Let no one imagine, 
however, that the lovely Fayaway was in the 
habit of swallowing great vulgar-looking fishes : 
oh, no; with her beautiful small hand she would 
clasp a delicate, Uttle, golden-hued love of a 
fish, and eat it as elegantly and as innocently as 
though it were Naples biscuit. But, alas ! it 
was after all a raw fish; and all I can say is, 
that Fayaway ate it in a more ladylike manner 
than any other girl of the valley. 

When at Rome do as tlie Romans do, I held 
to be so good a proverb, that being in Typee I 
made a point of doing as the Typees did. 
Thus I ate poee-poee as they did; I walked 
about in a garb striking for its simplicity ; and I 
reposed on a community of couches ; besides 
. doing many other things in conformity with 
their peculiar habits; but the farthest I eve' 
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went in the way of confonnity, vas on seyetal 
occ^ions to regale myself with raw fi A. These 
being remal^bly tender, and quite small, the 
undertaking was not so disagreeable in the 
niain, and after a few trials I poi^ttr^y b^an 
to relish them : however, I subjected them- to* 
a slight operation with my knife {jreviottsly to 
making ttiy tepafct 
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Natural History of the' Valhey— Golden Lizards — ^Tame- 
ness of tBe Birds— Mosqmitos — Flies — ^Dogs — ^A 
sob'tary Cat^-Thc Climate—l^ Cocoa-nut Tree- 
Singular modes of climbin|; it— *An agile young 
Chief— Fearlessness of the Children — Too-Too and 
• the Cocoa-nut Tree— The Birds of the Valley. 

-I IHINK I must enlighten the reader a little 
about the natural history of the valley. 
• Whence, in tiie name of Count Buffon and 
Baron Cuvier, came those dogs that I saw m 
Typee? Dogsl— hig hairless rats rather; all 
with smooth, shining, speckled hides — fat sides, 
and very disagreeable faces. Whence could 
they have come? That they were not the 
indigenous production of the region, I am 
firmly convinced. Indeed, they seemed aware of 
their being interlopa:s, looking fairly ashamed, 
and always trying to hide themselves in some 
daik comer. It was plain enough they did not 
feel at home in the vale — ^that they wished 
themselves well out of it, and back to the ugly 
coimtry from which they must have come. 

Scurvy cius! they were my abhorrence; I 
should have liked nothing better than to have 
-been the death of every one of them. In fact, 
on one occasion, I intimated the propriety ofi ? 
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canine crusade to Mehevi ; but the benevolent 
king would not consent to it. He beard me 
very patiently ; but when I had finished, shook 
his head, and told me, in confidence, that they 
were " taboo." 

As for the animal that made the fortune of 
the ex-lord-mayor Whittington: I shall never 
forget the day that I was lying in the house 
about noon, everybody else being fast asleep; 
and happening to raise my eyes, met those of 
a big black spectral catt which sat erect in the 
doorway, looking at roe with its frightful gog- 
gling green orbs, like one of those monstrous 
imps that torment some of Teniers' saints ! I 
am one of those unfortunate persons to whom 
the. sight of thesjs animals is at apy time an 
insufferable annoyance. 

Thus constit^itipnally averse to cats ia general, 
th^ unexpciCted apparition of this ope m par- 
ticular ut;terly confounded me. When I had 
a little recovered from the fascination of its 
gliqK:e, I started up ;. the cat fled, and eqabold- 
ened by this, I rushed out of the hpuse in 
pursuit; but it had disappeared. Jt was the 
only time I ever saw opp in the yalley, and 
how it got th^e I cannot imagine. It is just 
possible that it might have escax)e0 from one of 
the ships at Nukuheva. It was in, vain to seek 
information on the subject from the natives; 
since none of them h^d seep the animal, the 
appearance of which remains a nftystery to me 
to this day. , 

Among tl^e few animals which are tp be met 
with in Typeei tbjere were none which I looked 
upQn witji more interest thap a heai^tif^} golden- 
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liued species <tf lizard. It measured perhaps 
live inches from head to tall, and was most 
gracefdlly proportioned. Numbers of these 
deatiures ware to be seen basking in the sunr 
shine upon the thatching of the houses, and 
nmltitudes at all hours ctf the day showed their 
glktering sides as they ran frolicking between 
the spears of grass or raced in tcoops up and 
down the tall shSfifts of the cocoa-nut trees. But 
the remarkable beauty of these little animals 
and their lively ways were not their only claims 
upon my admiration; They were perfectly tame 
and insensible to fear. Frequently, after seat- 
ing myself upon the , ground in. some shady 
place during the. heat of the day, I would be 
completely ovemm with them. If I brushed 
one off my arm it would leap peiiiaps into my 
iiair : when I iried to fHghten it away by gently 
pinching its leg, it would turn for protection to 
the very hand that attacked it. 

The birds are also remarkably tame. If you 
happened to see one perched upon a branch 
within reach of your arm, and advanced towards 
it, it did not fly away immediately, but waited 
quietly looking at you, until you could almost 
touch it, and tiben took wing stowlyrless alatmed 
at your presence, it would seem^ than desirous of 
remoTtng itself from your path. .Had salt been 
less scarce in the valley than it was, this was 
the very ^ce to have gone birding with it. 

I remember that once, on an uninhabited 
island of the; Gallipagos, a bird alighted on my 
outstretched arm, whUe its mate chirped from 
an adjoining tree. Its. tameness, far from 
shocking me, as x similar occurrence did Selkirk, 
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iitipait^d to me the most excpiisife AriU of 
delight I ever expexieniDedi and witb some- 
what of the same pleasure did I afterwards 
behokl the birds and liaards^ of the valley show 
their confidence in the kimUihess of man. 

Among the numa-oos afflictions which the 
Europeans have entailed upon some of the 
-natives of the South Seasy is the accidental 
hitroduction among thehi of ihait tntxay of all 
repose and ruffler of eiren tehipets — the Mosr 
quito< At the Sandwich island^, and at two 
or three of the Societi)r gvoup thezse are now 
thriving colonies of these insects, who promise 
ere long to supplant altogether the abtniginal 
sand^flies. They sting, buzz, and tormeht, from 
one end of the year to the other, and by in^ 
cessantly exaspemtii% the natLves materially 
obstruct the b^evolent labours .of the mis- 
sion2u:ie& , . 

From this grievous visitati(m,.howeyei^ the 
Typees are as yet wholly exempt ; but its place 
is m^ortunately in some degree supplied by the 
occasional presence of a minute species of fly 
which, without stingii^,^ is nevertheless pro- 
ductive of no little annoyancet The tameness 
of itie birds and lizards is as nbthing when 
compared to the fearless confid^ice of this 
insect He will perdi upon one of your ^e- 
lashes, and go to roost there, if you do not 
disturb Inm, or force his way through your hair, 
or along the cavity of the nostril, till you almost 
fancy he is resolved to expilore. th6 very brain 
itself. On one occasion I was so inconsiderate 
as to yawn while a number, of them were hov^- 
ing around me. I never repeated the a<^ 
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Soiiie half-dozen darted inta the open apart- 
ment, and began walking about its ceiling : tfie 
sensation was dreadfbl. I involuntarily dosed 
my inoutb, and' the poor creatures bemg en* 
Teloped in inner dirkhess, inust in their con- 
sternation have stumbled Cfver my palate, and 
been precipitated ittto the gulf beneath. At 
any rate, though I afterwards charitably held 
my mouth open for at least five minutes, with 
a view of aflbrding egress to the stfag^ers, none 
of them ever availed themsdves of the oppor- 
tunity. 

There are no wild animals of any kind on the 
island, unless it be decided that the natives 
tliemSelves are such. The mountains and the 
interior present to the eye nothing but silent 
solitudes, unbroken by the roar of beasts of 
prey, and enlivened ' by few tokens even of 
minute animated existence. There are no 
venomous reptiles, and no snakes of any de- 
scription to be fdund in atiy 6f the valleys. 

In a company of Marquesan natives the 
weather' afibnis no topic of conversation. It 
can hardly be said to have any vicissitudes; 
The rainy 'season, it is true, brings frequent 
showers, but they ate intermitting add refredi* 
ing. "VWien an islander bound on some expedi* 
tion rises from his couch in the morning, he is 
never solicitous to peep out and see how the sky 
looks, or aseertain from what quarter the wind 
blows. He i^ always sure of a "fine day," and 
die promise of a few genial showers he hails 
witii pleasure. There is never any of that 
"remarkable weather " on the island which from 
time immemorial ' has been experienced iti 
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America, and still continues to call forth the 
wondering conversational exclamations of its 
elderly citizens. Not do there even occur any 
of those eccentric meteorological changes which 
elsewhere surprise u^. In the valley of Typee 
ice-creams would neveu be rendered less accept- 
able by sudden frosts, nor. would picnic parties 
be deferred on account of inauspicious snow- 
storms ; for ther^ day follows day in one un- 
varying round of summer and sun^iine, and the 
whole year is one long tropical month of Jime 
just melting into July. 

It is ' this genial climate which causes the 
cocoa-nuts to flourish as they da This in- 
valuable fruit, brought to perfection by the rich 
soil of the Marquesas, and borne aloft on a 
Stately column more than ^ hundred feet from 
the ground, would seem at first almost inacceii^ 
sible to the^ simple natives. Indeed the slender, 
smooth, and soaring shaft, yrithout a single limb 
or protuberance, of any kind to assist one in 
mounting it, presents an obstacle only to be 
overcome by the surprising agility and ingenuity 
of the islanders* It might be supposed that 
tiieir indolence would lead them patiently to 
await the. period when the ripened nuts, slowly 
parting from their stems, fell <Mie by one to the 
ground* This certainly would be the case, 
were it not that the 3^ung fruit, enqased in a 
soft green husk, with the incipient meat ad- 
hering in a jelly-like pellicle to its sides, and 
containing a bumper of the. most delicious 
nectar, is what they chiefly prize, They have 
at least twenty different terms to express as 
many progressive stages in the growth of the 
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nut. Many of them reject the fririt altogether 
except at a particular period of its growth, 
which, incredible as it may appear, they seemed 
to nie to^be ahle to ascertain within an hour or 
two. Others are still more capricious in their 
tastes; and after gathering together a heap of 
the nuts c^ ail ages, and ingeniously tapping 
them, will sip first fr6m one and then from 
another, as fastidiously as some delicatfe wine^ 
bibber experimentit^ f kss ih hand among his 
dusty demijohns of different vintages. 

Some of. the young men, wiA more flexible 
fiiameg than dieir comrad^, and perhaps with 
more courageous souls; had a w^y of waking up 
the trunk of the cocoa-nut^ trees which to me 
seemed little less than miraouious ; and when 
looking at them m the act, I experienced that 
curious perplexity a child feels ^en he beholds 
a Sy moving feet uppermost along a ceiling. 

I will endeavour to describe the way m which 
Namee, a noble^ young chiefs sometimes per- 
formed this feiat ibr my peculiar gratification ; 
but his preliminary performances must also be 
recorded. Upon my Signifying my desire that 
he afcould pluck me the young fruit of some 
particular tree, the handsome savage throwing 
himself into a sudden attitude of surprise, 
feigns astoni^mi^nt ^t^ the apparent absurdity 
of the request. Maintaining this position for a 
moment, the strange emotions depicted on his 
countenance soften down intb one of humorous 
resignation to my will, and then looking Wist- 
fully up to the tafted top of the tree, he stands 
on tip-toe, stmining his neck and elevating his 
arrhi> als though endeavoiiridg to reach the fruit 
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from the groand yrh^te be stands. As if de- 
feated in ^is childish attempt, he ;iiow sinks to 
the earth d^pondingly, beating bis breast in 
well-acted despair ; md then» starting to his feet 
all at once, and throwing back his head> raises 
both hands, like a school^boy about to catch a 
falling balL After continuing this f<» a moment 
or two, as if in expectation that the fruit was 
l^oing to be tossed down, to him by some good 
spirit in the tree-top, he turns wildly round in 
another fit of despair, and scampers off to the 
distance of thirty or forty yards. Here he 
r^nains awhile, eyeing the tiree, thervery picture 
of misery ; but the next moment, receiving, as it 
were, a flash of inspiration, he rushes ag^in 
towards it,, and damping both arms about the 
trunk, with one elevated a little above the other, 
he presses the soles of bis feet dose together 
against the tree, extending his legs from it until 
they are nearly horizontsd, and his body be- 
comes doubled into an arch ; then, hand over 
hand and foot after foot, he rises from the earth 
with steady rapidity, and almost before you are 
aware of it, has gained the cradled and em- 
bowered nest of nuts, and witb boi$terous glee 
flings the fruit to the ground. 

This mode of walking the tree is only prac- 
ticable where the trunk declines considerably 
from the perpendicular, Thi§, however, is 
almost always the case.; some of the perfecdy 
straight shafts of the trees leaning at an angle 
of thirty degrees. 

The less active among the men, and many of 
the diildren of the valley, have another method 
of cUmbing, They take a broad and stou^ 
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pied& of bi^k) and secure either e^ of it to. 
their ankles; so diat mrhen the feet thus confined 
are< extended apart, a space of little more than 
tw^ve inches is teit between them. This con- 
txivaztdb greatly i^icilitates the act of dkohmg^ 
The bahdf pressed against the tree, and doscily- 
embracii^ ,it, yields a pretty' fimi support; 
while with the arms clasped about tiie trunk,- 
and at regular intervals sustaining the body, the 
feet are (kawii up nearly a yard at a time, and a 
corresponding elevation of the hands immedi-< 
ately succeeds. In this way I have seen little 
children, scarcely five ycare of age, fearlessly 
climbing the slender pole of a young cocoa-nut 
tree, and while hanging perhaps fifty feet from 
die "ground, receive the t^udite of their parents 
beneathj who dapped tneir hands, and encouiv 
aged them to mount still higher. 

What, thoqght I, on first witnessing one of 
these exhibitions, would the nervoui m^thJers o0 
America and England say eo a similar display of 
haidihood iii any of thfcir diihjhen ? The Lace^* 
demonian natioris might have approved of it, 
but most modem' dames would haree gone intxy 
hysterics at the sight. 

At the top of the cocoa-nut tree the numeroosi 
brandies radiating on all sfdes fnxn a <lommon 
centre^ form a sort of grt&t and waving basket, 
between the' leaflets of which yoo jiist discern 
the huts tfeatkly dilstering together, and on the 
loftier trees locating no bigger from' the ground? 
than bunches of grapes* I remember one ad^ 
venturous little fellow~Too-Too was the rascirs 
name-»^T#ho had built himself a sort of a&iel 
bab^ hovat in/^e picturesque tuft of a t^e 
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adjoihing Marfaeyo's habitation. He used to 
spend hours there,' — rustling among the branches, 
and shouting with deH^t evay. time the strong 
gusts of wind roshii^ down from the mountain's 
side swayed to and fro the tall and flexible 
column on which he was perched. Whenever 
I heard Too-Too's musical voice, sounding 
strangely to the ear from so great a height, and 
beheld him peeping down upon me from out 
bis leafy covert, he ahva3rs recalled to my mind 
Dibdin's lines — 

** There's a sweet little cherub that sits up aloft » 
To look out for the life of poor Jack/' 

Birds— br^ht and beautiful birds — ^fly over 
the valley of Typee* You see them perched 
aloft among the immovable boughs of the 
majestic bread&uit-trecs, or gently swa3ring on 
the elasdc branches of the Omoo : skimming 
over the palmetto thatching of the bamboo huts ; 
passing like ^{nrits on the wing through ^ 
shadows of the grove, and sometimes descendii^ 
into the bosom, of the valley in gleaming flights 
from the mountains. Their pliunage is piurple 
and azure, crimson and white» black and gold; 
with hills of evtiy tint s — bright bloody-red, jet 
black, and ivory white; and their eyes are 
bri^t and sparkling ; they go sailiiz^ tiuroi^ 
the air in starry throngs z but alas 1 the spell of 
dumbness is upon them all^^there is • not a 
single, warbter in the valley ! 

I know not why *it wa^, but the sight of these 
hM&i generally the ministers of gla&ess, always 
oppressed me with melancholy* As in their 
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dumb beauty they hovered by me whilst I was 
walking, or looked down upon me with steady 
curious eyes from out the foliage, I was almost 
inclined to fancy that they knew they were 
gazing upon a stranger, and that they com- 
miserated his fate. 
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CHAPTER XXX 

A Professor of the Fine Arts— His Persecutions — Some- 
thing about Tattooing and Tabooing — Two Anec- 
dotes in illustration of the latter — A few Thoughts 
on the Typee Dialect. 

In one of my strolls with Kory-Kory, in passii^ 
along the border of a thick growth of bushes, 
my attention was arrested by a singular noise. 
On entering the thicket I witnessed for the first 
time the operation of tattooing as performed by 
these islanders. 

I beheld a man extended flat upon his back 
on the ground, and, despite the forced com- 
posure of his countenance, it was evident that 
he was suffering agony. His tormentor bent 
over him, working away for all the world like a 
stone-cutter with mallet and chisel. In one 
hand he held a short slender stick, pointed with 
a shark^s tooth, on the upright end of which he 
tapped with a small hammer-like piece of wood, 
thus puncturing the skin, and charging it with the 
colouring matter in which the instrument was 
dipped. A cocoa-nut shell containing this fluid 
was placed upon the groimd. It is prepared 
by mixing with a vegetable juice the ashes 
of the " amor," or candle-nut, always preserved 
. 350 ■ 
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!for the purpose. Beside die savage, and spread 
out upon a piece of soiled tappa, were a great 
number of curious black-locJun^ litt^ imple- 
ments of bone and wood, used m the various 
divisions c^ his art. A few terminated in a 
single fine point, and, like vexy delicate pencils, 
,w^e en^byed in giving the finishing touches, 
or in operating upon the more sensitive portions 
of the body, as was thQ case in the present in- 
stance. Otiiers presented several poinis dis- 
tributed in a line^ somewhat resembling tbe 
teeth ^of a saw. These were employed in the 
coarser parts of the work, and particidarly in 
pricking in straight marks* Some presented 
their points disposed in small figures, and being 
placed upon the body, were, by a single blow 
of the hammer, made to leave their indelible 
impression. I observed a few, the handles of 
rii±ach were mysteiiously carved, as if intended 
to be introduced into the orifice of the ear, with 
a view peiiiaps of beating the tattoo upon the 
tympanum. Altogether, the sight of these 
strange instruments recsdled to mind that dis- 
play of cruel-looking motherofrpearl-handled 
things which one sees in their velvet-lined cases 
>at the elbow of a dentist. 

The artist was not at this time engaged on 
an original sketch, his subject being a venerable 
i savage, whose tattooing had become somewhat 
faded with age and needed a few repairs, and 
accordingly he was merely employed in touching 
,iip ihe works of some of the old masters of the 
Typee school, as (klineated upon the human 
csmvas before him. The parts operated upon 
.were the eyeUds, where a longitudinal streaky 
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like the one which adorned Kory-Kory, crossed 
the countenance of the victim. 

In spite of all the eSbtts of the poor old man, 
sundry twitchings and sccewings of the muscles 
of the face denoted the exquisite sensibiUty of 
these shutters to the windows of his soul, which 
he was now haying repainted. But the artist, 
with a heart as callous as that .of an army 
surgeon, continued his perfocmance, enliTening 
bis labours with a wild chant, tapping away the 
while as merrily as a woodpeckfer,. . 

So deeply engaged was he in his .woik, that 
be had not obsenred our approach, until, after 
haying enjoyed an unmolested view of the opera- 
tion, I diose to attm(^ :his attention. As soon 
as he perceived me, supposing that I sought 
him in bis professional capacity, he seized hold 
of me' in a paroxysm of defight, and was aU 
edgemess to b^n the work. When, however, 
I gave him to understand that he had altogether 
mistaken my views, nothing could exceed his grief 
and disappointment , But recovering from this, 
he seeitied determined not to credit my assertion, 
and grasping his implements, he -flourished them 
. about in fearful vicinity to my face, goii^ throu^ 
an imaginary performance of his art, and every 
moment bursting into .'some admiring exclama- 
tion at the beauty of hisrdesigns, 

Horrified at the bare drought of being rendered 
hideous for iife if the wretch were to execute 
his purpose upon me, I struggled to get away 
from him, while Kory-Kory^ turning traitor, 
stood by, and besoi;^ht me to comply with the 
outjpageous request. On my reiterated refusals 
the excited artist ^pt half beside himself, and 
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was overwhelmed with sorrow at losing so noble 
an opportunity of distinguishing himself in his 
profession. 

The idea of engraftipg bis tattooing.upon my 
white skin filled him with, all a painter's en- 
thusiasm: again and again he gazed into my 
countexunce, and every fresh glimpse seemed 
to add to the vehemence of his ambition. Not 
knowing to what extremities he might proceed, 
and shuddering at the ruin he might inflict upon 
my figure-head, I now endeavcwiced to draw off 
his attention from it, and holding Out .my arm 
in a fit of desperation, sigried to him to com- 
mence operations. But he rejected the com- 
promise indignantly, and still continued his 
attack on my face^ as though nothing short of 
that would satisfy him. When bis forefinger 
swept across my features, in laying out Sie 
borders of those parallel bands which were to 
encircle my countenance, the flesh fairly crawled 
upon my bones. At last, half wild with terror 
and inc^gnation, I succeeded in breaking away 
from the three savages, and fled towai^ old 
Marheyo's house, pursued j)y the indomitable 
artist, who ran after me, implements in hand. 
Kory-Kory, however, at last interfered, , and 
drew him off from the chase. 

This incident opened my eyes to a new 
danger 5 and I now felt convinced that in some 
luckless hour I should be disfigured iniucha 
manner as never more to have the./^4 toi return 
to my countrymen, even should an, opportunity 
offer. 

These apprehensions were greatly increased 
by the des^e which King Mehevi and several 
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of the ioferior chiefs now ^tnatiifested that I 
should be tattooed. The pleatdute of the king 
was first signified to me some three- 'days after 
my casual encouiAer with Karky the iutist 
Heavenly 1 What imprecaitions I ^^if^red upon 
tboit < Karky ! Doubdess he had' ^tkid a con- 
spiracy against me tmd niy ^^dtint^sMiice; and 
would never rast mitil his did^oM^^^uii^se was 
accomplishied Seveml times^? falet-him in 
various parts of the valleyj^'^abd^ invariably, 
whenever he descried me, he cataafe running after 
me with his mallet and chisel^ flourishing them 
about my face as if he longed to be^. - What 
an object he wodd have made 6f me ! ' - 

When die king first expressed hi& wish to me, 
I made known to him my utter abhdrfence of 
the measure* and worked ' ifxyself into such a 
state of excitement, that h^ ^Moluteiy stared at 
me in amazement It evidently kiipassed his 
majesty's comprehension how any solhcr-^minded 
and sensible individual coidd enteiftain the lea^ 
possible objection to so beautifytiig an 6peration. 

Soon afterwards he repeated ^lis suggestion, 
and meeting with a like repuis^ sho^d some 
symptoms of displeasure at my dbdutacy.- On 
lis a third time renewing his-request, I pbunly 
perceived that something mu^* be done, or my 
visage was ruined for ever; I therefore screwed 
up my courage to the stickingpc^bt, and declared 
my willingness to have bodx anns tattooed from 
just above the wrist to the shoulder; BGs 
majesty was greatly pleased at the proportion, 
and I was congratulating myself with having 
thus compromised the matter^ when he intimated 
that- as a thing of course my fece- was first to 
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tm^rgo the operatioii- I was fairly driven to 
despair ; nothing but the utter ruin of my •* face 
divine," as the poets call it, *would, I perceived, 
satisfy the inexorable Mehevi and his diiefis, or 
rather, that inffemal Karicy, for he* was at the 
bottom of it an. 

The only consolation afforded me was a^ 
choice of patterns : I was at perfect liberty to 
have my face spanned by three horizontal bars, 
after the fkshion 6f my serving-man's; or ta 
have as many oblique stripes slanting across it ; 
'dfr if, like a true coUrtier, I chose to model my 
style on that of royaKy, I might wear a sort of 
freemason badge upon toy countenance in the 
shape of a mystic triatogle. However, I would 
have none o( these, though the king most 
earnestly impressed upon my mind that my 
choice was wholly unresfcrfcted. At last, seeing 
my unconquembte repugnance, he ceased to 
importitoe mi. 

But not so some other of the savages. Hardly 
a daypassed but I was subject^ to their annoy- 
ing requests, tmtil at last my existence became 
a burden to me ; the pleasures I had previously 
enjoyed no longer afforded me delight, and aU 
my former desire to escape from die valley now 
revived with additional fOTce. 

A fact which I soon afterwaids learned aug- 
mented my apprehension* The 'whole system 
of tattooing was, I found, connected with their 
religion ; aM it w^& evident, therefore, that they 
were resolved to make a convert of me. 

In the decoration of the chiefs it seems to be 
necefesary to etercise the most elaborate pencil- 
ling ; while scmie of the inferior natives looked 
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as if they had been daubed over indiscriminately 
with a house-painter's brush, I remember one 
fellow who prided himself hugely upon a great 
oblong patdi, placed high upon his bade, and 
who always reminded me of a man with a blister 
of Spanish flies stuck between his Moulders. 
Anotiicr whom I frequqntly met had the hollow 
of his eyes tattooed in two regular squares, and 
his visual organs being remarlcably brilliant, 
tiiey gleamed forth from out this setting like a 
couple of diaittoiids inserted in ebony. 

Although convinced that tattooing was a 
religious observance, still the nature of the con- 
nection between it and the superstitious idolatry 
of the jieople was a pomt upon which I could 
never obtain any inform^^tion. Like the still 
more important system of the " Taboo," it always 
appejured inexplicableto me. 

There is a markedsimilarity,almost an identity, 
between the religious institutions of most of the 
Polynesian islands^atid in all exists the mysterious 
** Taboo,*' restricted in its uses to a greater or 
less extent. So strange and complex in its 
arrangements is this remarkable system, that I 
have in several cases met with individuals who, 
after residing for years among the islands in the 
Pacific, and acquirij^ a considerable knowledge 
of the language,- have nevertheless been alto- 
gether unable to give ^ny satisfactory account of 
its Operations^ Situated as I was in the Typee 
valley, I perceived every hour the effects of this 
all-controlling power, without in the least com- 
prehending it. Those effects were, indeed, wide- 
spread and universal, pervading the most 
im|k)rtant as well as the minutest transactions 
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of life. The savage^ in short, lives in the con- 
tinual observance of its^ctates, which guide 
and control every action of his beings 

For several days after entering the valley I 
had been sahited at least fifty times in twenty- 
four hours with the. talismanic word "Taboo" 
shrieked in my ears, at some gross violation of 
its provisions, of which I had unconsciously been 
guilty. The day after our arrival I happened to 
hand some tobacco to Toby over the fa^d of a 
native who sat between us. He started up, as 
if stung by an adder 5 while the whole company, 
manifesting an equal degree of horror, simid- 
taneously screamed out " Taboo ! '* I never 
s^ain perpetrated a simibu: piece of ill-manners, 
which, indeed, was forbidden by the canons of 
good breeding, as well as by the mandates of 
the taboo. But it was not always so easy to 
perceive wherein you had contravened the spirit 
of this institution I was many times called to 
order, if I may use the phrase, when I could not 
for the life of me conjecture what particular 
ofience I haid committed* 

One day I was strolling through a secluded 
portion of the valley, and hearing the musical 
sound of the cloth-mallet at a litde distance^ I 
turned down a path that conducted me in a few 
moments to a house where there were some 
half-dozen giris employed in making tappa. 
This was an operation I had frequently witnessed, 
and had hajidled the bark in all the various 
stages of its preparation. On the present 
occasion the females were intent upon their 
occupation, and after lec^dng up and talking 
gaily to me for a few moments, they resume<^ 
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their emt)loynient. I regarded them tor a wHte 
in silence, and. then careltesly picking up a hand-*' 
ful of the material that lay around, proceeded 
unconsdously to pick it apart While thus 
engaged, I was suddienly 6tMled by a scream, 
like that Of a whole boaidin^chool of young 
Uuiies just on the point of going into hysterics. 
Leaping up with the idea of seeing a score of 
Ha^fpkT warriors about to perform anew the 
Sabine atrocity, I fouiid myself confronted by 
the ciompany of girls, who, having dro5^)ed their 
work, stood beforfe me -with, starting eyes^ 
swelling bosoms, and fingers pointed in horror 
towards -me. — 

Thinking that someTenomous ztsptile must be 
concealed in the bark whidv I held in my hand^ 
I began cautiously to separate and examine it 
Whilst I did so, the horrified -girls redoubled 
their shrieks* Their wild- ori(?s and firightened 
motions ' aotualfy alarmed m^ and throwing 
down the' lappa, I was about to wsh firomi the 
house, when intheiiameinstaflat their clamoms. 
ceased, and one of theni seimng me by the arm, 
pointed to the br^en fibres that had just fallen 
from my grasp) and screamed in my ears the 
fatal word Tabob I 

I subsequently found outJ that the fabtici they 
weife engaged in making was of a peculiar kind, 
destined to be *rom on the heads^ of the females, 
and through every stage of its manu^ture was 
giiarded by a rigorous tabod, whidi interdicted 
the whole mksGUlhae gender from even so much 
astouchmgif; . ^ - 

Frequently in walking thtough the gcoyes I 
observed bread-fiiiit and ccScoa-iiut trees^ inth 
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n wreath of leaves twined in a peculiar fashion 
about their trunks. This was the mark of the 
taboo. The trees themselves, tiieir fruit, and 
6v^n the shadows tHey cast upon the ground, 
were conseoated by its presence. In thd same 
way a pipej which the king had bestowed upon 
me-,' was rendered sacred in the eyes of the 
natives, tione of whom could I ever preisail upon 
to smoke from it The bowl was encircled by 
ft woven band of. grass, somewhat resembling 
those Turks* heads occasionally worked in the 
handles of ouif whip-stalks. 

A similar badge was once braided about my 
wrist by the royal hand of Mehevi himself, who, 
as soon as he had -concluded the operation, 
pronounced me *• Taboo*" This occurred 
shortly after Toby's disappearance; and were 
it not that from the first moment I had entered 
the valley the natives had treated me with 
tinifbrm kindness, I should have supposed that 
their conduct afterwards was to be ascribed to 
the fact ti^t I had received this sacred inves^ 
titure. 

The capricious operations of the taboo is not 
its least remarkable feature : to enumerate them 
aU would- be impossible^ Black hogs--^infents 
to a certain age — women in an interesting dtua- 
tion — ^j^iing. men while the operation of tat* 
tooing' their faces is going on-^^ai^d certain 
parts of the valley dtiring the continuance of a 
shower— are alike fenced about by the operation 
of the taboo. 

I witnessed a striking instance ^f its effects 
in the bay of Tior, my visit to which plac^ 
has been alluded to in a former part of thb 
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narrative. On that occasion our worthy captain 
formed one of the party. He was a most in- 
satiable sportsman. Outward boimdi and off 
the pitch of Cape Horn, he used to sit on the 
taffxail, and keep the steward loading three or 
four old fowling-pieces, with which he would 
bring down albatrosses, Cape pigeons, jays, 
petrels, and divers other marine fowli who fol- 
lowed chattering in our wake. The sailors were 
struck aghast at his impiety, and one and all 
attributed our forty days* beating about that 
horrid headland to hi3 sacrilegious slaughter of 
diese inoffensive birds. 

At Tior he evinced the same disregard fof 
the religious prejudices of the islanders, as he 
had previously shown for the superstitions of 
the sailors. Having heard that there were a 
considerable number of fowls in the valley — the 
progeny of some cocks and hens, accidentally 
left there by an English vessel, and which, being 
strictly tabooed, flew about almost in a wild 
state-r-he determined to break through all re- 
straints, and be the death of them. Accord- 
ingly, he provided himself with a most formidable 
looking gun, and announced his landing on the 
beach by shooting down a noble cock, that w 
crowing what proved to be his own fimeral diiige 
on the limb of an adjoining tree. " Taboo,'] 
shrieked the affrighted sav^es. "Oh, banc 
your taboo," says tixe nautical sportsman ; " tal^ 
taboo to the marines ; " and bang went the pie 
again, and down came another victim. At th 
the nativjfes ran scampering through the grove^ 
horror-struck at the enormity of liie act; 

All that afternoon the rocky sides of 
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valley rang with successive reports, and the 
superb plumage of many a beautiful fowl was 
ruffled by the fatal bullet. Had it not been that? 
the French admiral, with a large party, was then 
in the glen, I have no doubt that the natives, 
although their tribe wias small and dispirited, 
would have inflicted summary vengeance upon 
the man who thus outraged their most sacred 
institutions ; as it was, they contrived to annoy 
him not a little. 

Thirstii]^ with his exertions, the skipper 
directed his steps to a stream ; but the savages, 
who had followed, at a little distance, perceiving 
his object, rushed towards him and forced him 
away from its bank— his lips would have pol- 
luted it Wearied at last, he sought to enter a 
house, that he might rest for a while on the 
mats ; its inmates gathered tumultuously about 
the door and denied him admittance. He 
coaxed and bltistered by turns, but in vain ; the 
natives were neither to be intimidated nor ap- 
peased, and as a final resort he was obliged to 
call together hisT boat's crew, and puil away from 
what be termed the most infernal place he ever 
stepped upon. ' 

Lucky was it for Jiim and for us that we were 
not honoured on our departure by a salute of 
stones from the hands of the exasperated Tiors. 
In this way, On the nei^bouring island of Ropo, 
were killed^ but a few weeks previously, and for 
a riearly similar offence, the master and three of 
the crew of the ^-— . 

I cannot determine withany thing approaching 
to certainty, what power it is that imposes the 
taboa When I consider the dight disparity o^ 
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condition among the islanders^-^the very limitesd 
and incon^deiable prerogatives of the king and 
chiefs—-atid the loose and indefinite fiinctions of 
the priesthood, most of whom were hardly to 
be distinguished from the rest of ttieir country- 
men, I atn wholly at a loss Vfhere to look for 
the authority which regulates this potent insti* 
tution« It is imposed upon. something to^ay, 
and withdrawn to^-raorrbw; while its operations 
in other cases are perpetual. Sc»netimes its 
restrictions only aflfect a isingie individiEtl — 
sometimes a particular femily-*«>raetimes a 
whole tribe ; and in a few instances they extend 
not merely over the various daiis on a single 
island, but over all the inhabitants of an entire 
group. In illustration of this latter peculiarity, 
I may cite the- law which forbids a fetnale to 
enter a canoe— a prdiibition whidi prevails 
up6n all ^e northern Marquesas Islands. 

The word itself (taboo) is used in more tiian 
one signification. It is Sometimes us^ed by a, 
parent to his child, when in the exercise of 
parental authority he forbids it to perform a 
particukr action^ Anything opposed to the 
ordinary customs of the islanders, although not 
expressly prohibited, is said to be ** taboo." 

The Typee language is one very difficult to 
be acquired ; it bears a close resemblance to die 
other Polynesian dialects, all of which show a 
common origin. The duplication of words, as 
"lumee lumee," "poee poee," **muee mt^e," is 
one of their peculiar features. Bat another, and 
a more annoying one, is the different senses in 
which one and the same wond is employed ; its 
various meanings all have a certain cofanecrioo. 

Digitized by Google 



Native Dialects 363 

which only makes the matter more puzzling. 
Sq one brisk, lively little word is obliged, like 
a servant in a poor family, to perform all sorts 
of duties; for instance, one particular combi- 
nation of syllables expresses the ideas of sleep, 
rest, reclining, sitting, leaning, and all other 
things an3rwise analogous thereto, the particular 
meaning being shown chiefly by a variety of 
gestures and the eloquent expression of the 
countenance. 

The intricacy of these dialects is another 
peculiarity. In the Missionary College at 
Lahainaluna, on Maui, one of the Sandwich 
Islands, I saw a tabular exhibition of a Hawaiian 
verb, conjugated through all its moods and 
tenses. It covered the. side of a considerable 
ap^tment, . and I doubt whether Sir William 
Jones himseK would not have de^aired <^ 
mast^ripg it. 
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Strange Custom of the Islanders — ^Their Chanting, and the 
Peculiarity of their Voice — Rapture of the King at 
first hearing a Song — A New Dignity conferred on 
the Author— Musical Instruments in the Valley — 
Admiration of the Savages at beholding a Pugilistic 
Performance — Swimming Infant — Beautiful Tresses 
of the Girls— Ointment for the Hair. 

Sadly discursive as I have already been, I 
must still further entreat the reader's patience, 
as I am about to string together, without any 
attempt at order, a few odds and ends of things 
not hitherto mentioned, but which are either 
curious in themselves or peculiar to the Typees. 
There was one singular custom, observed in old 
Marheyo*s domestic establishment, which often 
excited my surprise. Every night, before retiring, 
the inmates of the house gathered together oh 
the mats, and squatting upon their haunches, 
after the universal practice of these islanders, 
would commence a low, dismal, and monoton- 
ous chant, accompanying the voice with the 
instrumental melody produced by two small 
half-rotten sticks tapped slowly together, a pair 
of which were held in the hands of each person 
present. Thus would they employ themselves 
for an hour or two, sometimes longer. Lying 
in the gloom which wrapped the further end of 
364 
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the house, I could not avoid lookio^ at them, 
although the spectacle su^ested nothing but 
unpleasant reflections. The flickering rays of 
the "arinor" nut just served to reveal their 
savage lineameDts, without dispelling the dark- 
ness that hovered about them. * 

Sometunes when, after falling into a kind of 
doze, and awaking suddenly in the midst of 
these doleful chantings, my eye would faU upon 
the wild-looking group engaged in their strange 
occupation, with their imked: tattooed limbs, 
and shaven heads disposed in a circle, I was 
almost tempted to believe that I gazed upon a 
set of evil beings in the act of working a fri^hl- 
ful incantation* 

What was the meaning or purpoi^ of this 
custom, whether, it. was practised merely as a 
diversion^, or whether it was a religious exercise, 
a sort of family prayers, I never could discover. 

The sounds produced by the natives on these 
occasions were of a most singular, description ; 
and had 1 not actually been, present, I never 
would have believed that such tiuious noises 
could have been produced by human beings. 

To savages generally is imputed a guttural 
articulation. This, however, is not always the 
case, especially among the inhabitants of the 
Polynesian Archipelago. The labial melody 
with which the Typee girls carry on an ordinary 
conversation, giving a musical prolongation 
to the final syllable of evdry sentence, and 
chirpttng out some of the words with a liquid, 
bird-like accent, was singularly i^easing* 

The men, however, are not quite so hatmoni- 
ous in their utterance^ and when excited up^ 

Digitized by Google 



366 Typce 

.any subjectv urould work themselvea up into a 
sort of wotdf paroxysm^ during; which all 
descriptions d roug^-sided soands.were pro- 
jected from tiieir mouths, with a force and 
rapidity ivhich were absolutely astonishing, 
• « , • • • • 

AlthoQ^ these savages are remarkably fond 
of chanting, still they appear to have no idea 
whatever <k singing, at least as that art is 
practised among other nations, 

I never shall forget the fiist time I happened 
to roar out a stave in the presence of the noble 
MehevL It was a stanaa from the ** Bavarian 
broom-seller." His Typean majesty, widi ail 
his court, gazed upon me in amazement, as if I 
had dis^yed some.piieteniatnral £acul&y which 
Heaven had denied to them. The l^g was 
-delighted with the verse; but the chorus fjEiiiiy 
transported him, ^ At bis s^oHcitation I sang it 
again and again, at^d nothing could be more 
ludicrous than Ms vain attempts to catch the 
air and the words. The royal savage seemed 
to think that by screwing all the features of his 
face into the e»d of his nose he mig^t possibly 
succeed in the undertaking, but it failed to 
^answer the purpose> and in the' endihe gave it 
up, and consoled himself by listeniii^ ta my 
repetition of the sounds fifty l;imes oiner. 

Previous to Mehevi's making the discovery, 
J I had never beeri aware thi^t th^e wxus anything 
of the nightin^le about me; but I was now 
promoted to the place of : courtHidnstxid, in 
which capacity I was afterw^iirds perpetually 
called upon to officiate. 
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, Sdsides tJie stidcs and the dfums, there ure no 
Other musical mstniments among tiie Typees^ 
except one whidi mi^ appix>piiatel3r be 
denominated a nasal flute. \i is somewhat 
lotiger. than an ordinary fife ;> is made of a 
beautiful scarleitKX)loured reed; and has four 
or five ^tops, with a laige. hole near one end, 
which latter is held just below the left nos^« 
The other n6stril being closed by a peculiar 
movement of the muscles about die Jiose^ J:he 
breath is forced into the tube, and produces a 
soft dulcet sound, which is varied by the fingers 
running at random over the stops. This is a 
jEaYOurifce recreation with the females, and (xie 
in which Fayaway greatly excelled. Awkward 
as such an instrument may appear, it was, in 
Eaiyaway's delicate little handsy one of the most 
graceful I have ever seen. A young lady, in the 
act of tbrmeafting a guitar strung about her neck 
by. a couple of yards of blue ribbon, is not half 
so engaging. 

• • • • 

Singing was not the only means I possessed 
of diverting the royal Mehevi and his easy- 
going subjects* Nothing afforded tl^m -more 
pleasure than to see me go throi^ the attitude 
of pugilistic encounter. As not one of the 
natives had soul enough in him to stand up like 
a man, and allow me to hammer away at him, 
for my own personal gratification and that of 
the kit^, I was necessitated to fight witih an 
unaginary enoEny, whom I invariably made to 
knock under to my superior prowess. Some- 
times when this sorely battered shadow retreated 
precipitately towards a group of the savages 
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and, foUowbg hhn up, I rushed among them, 
dealing my blows right and left, they would 
disperse in all directions, much to the enjoy- 
ment of Mehevi, the chiefs, and themselves. 

The noble art of self-defence appeared to be 
r^arded by them as the peotdiar gift of the 
wMte man; and I make little doubt but that 
they supposed armies of Europeans were drawn 
up provided with nothing else but bony fists and 
stout hearts, with which they set to in column, 
and pummelled one another at the word of 
commiand. - 

• . • • * . • 

One day, in ccMnpany with Kory-Kory, I had 
repaired to the stream for the purpose of bathing, 
when I observed a lyoman sitting upon a rock 
in the midst of the current, aa^ watching with 
the liveliest interest the gainfools of something, 
which at first I took to be an unccmmibnly large 
species of frog that was sporting in the water 
near her. Attracted by the novelty of the sight, 
I waded towards the spot where- she sat, and 
could hardly credit the evidence of my senses 
when I beheld a little infant, the period of whose 
biarth could not have extended back many days, 
paddling zboiit as if it had just risen to the 
surface, after being hatched into existence at 
the bottom. Occasionally the delighted parent 
reached out her hands towards it, when the litde 
tiling, uttering a:£aint cry, and striking out its 
tiny limbs, .would sidle for the rock, and the 
next moment be. dasped to its mother^s bosom. 
This was repeated again and again, the baby 
remaining in the. stream about a minute at a 
tifiae. Once or twice it made w^y fac^ at 
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swallowing a mouthful of water, and choked 
and spluttered as if on the point of strangling. 
At such times, however, the mother snatched it 
up, and by a process scarcely to be mentioned 
obliged it to eject the fluid. For several weeks 
afterwards I observed this woman bringing her 
child down to the stream regularly everyday, in 
tiw cool of the morning and evening, and treat- 
ing it to a bath. No wonder that the South 
S^ Islanders are so amphibious a race, when 
they are thus launched into the water as soon 
as ihey see the light I am convinced that it is 
as natural for a human being to swim as it is for 
a duck. And yet in civilised communities how 
many able-bodied individuals die, like so many 
drowning kittens, from the occurrence of the 
most trivial accidents ! 

* • • ■ • i • 

The long, luxuriant, and ^ossy tresses of the 
Typee damsels often attracted my admiration. 
A fine head of hair is the pride and joy of every 
woman's heart I Whether, against the express 
will of Providence, it is twisted up on the crown 
of the head and there coiled away like a rope 
on a ship's deck; whether it be stuck behind 
the ears and hangs down like the swag of a 
small window-curtain; or whether it be per- 
mitted to* flow over the shoulders in natural 
ringlets, it is always the pride of the owner, and 
the glory of the toilette. 

The Typee girls devote much of their time to 
the dressing of their fair and redundant locks. 
After bathing, as they sometimes do five or six 
times every day, the hair is carefully dried, and 
if they have been in the sea, invarkbly washe-^ 
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in fresh water, and anointed "viith a highly 
scented oil extracted from the meat of the 
cocoa-nut. This oil is obtained in great abim* 
dance by the following very simple process— 

A large vessel of wood, with holes peiforated 
in the bottom, is filled with the pounded meal^ 
and exposed to the rays of the sum As tiie 
oleaginous niatter exudes, it falls in drops 
through the apertures into a wide-mouthed 
calabash [daced imdemeath. After a sdfficient 
quantity has been thus, collected, the oil under- 
goes a x>urifying process, and is then pouted 
into the small spiierical shells of the niits of the 
moo-tree, which are hollowed out to receive it^ 
These nuts are then hermetically seided widi a 
resinous gum, and the vegetable fmgrance of 
their green rind soon imparts to the o2 a de- 
lightful odour# After the lapse of a few weeks 
the exterior shell of the nuts becomes qiiite dry 
and hard, and assumes a beautiful carnation 
tint; and when opened they are found to be 
about two-thirds foil of an ointment of a light 
yellow colour, and dif&ising the sweetest per- 
fume. This elegant little odorous globe would 
not be out of ptece even upon the toilette of a 
queen. Its merits as a preparation for the hair 
are undeniable— it imparts to it a superb gloss 
and a silky fineness^ 
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Appreheosions of Evil^^Fnghtfnl Discovery — Some Re- 
mdrks^ on Cannibalism — Second. Battle with the 
, Happars — Savage Spectacle — ^Mysterious Feast — 
' 'Subsequent Disclosures. 

From the time of my casual encounter with 
Karky the artist, my life was one of absolute 
wretchedness. Not a day passed but I was 
persecuted by the solicitations of some of the 
natives to subject myself to the odious operation 
<li tattooing. Their importimities drove me 
Imlf wild,* for I felt how easily they might work 
their ^ill upon me re^rding this or anything 
else which they to6k mto dieir heads. Still, 
howerer, the behaviour of the islanders towards 
me was as kind as even Fayaway was quite as 
engaging; Rory-Kory as devoted j and Mehevi 
^e king just as gracious and condescending as 
before. But I had now been three months in 
their vaHey, as nearly as I could estimate; I 
had grown familiar with the narrow limits to 
which my wanderings had been confined ; and 
I begaii bitterly to feel the state of captivity in 
Which I was held. There was no one with 
whom I could freely converse; no one to whor- 
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I could communicate my thoughts, no one who 
could sympathise with my sufiferings. A thoa- 
sand times I thought how much more endurable 
would have been my lot had Toby still been 
with me. But I was left alone, and the tiiougt^t 
was terrible to me. Still, despite my griefs, I 
did all in my power to appear composed and 
cheerful, well knowing that by manifesting any 
uneasiness, or any desire to escape, I should 
only frustrate my object 

It was during the period I was in this un- 
happy frame of mind that the painful malady 
imder which I had been labouring — ^after having 
almost completely subsided — began again to 
show itself, and with symptoms as violent as 
ever. This added calamity nearly unmanned 
me; the recurrence of the compdaint proved 
that without powerful remedial applications all 
hope of cure was futile; and when I reflected 
that just beyond the elevations which bound me 
in, was the medical reUef I needed, and that, 
although so near, it was impossible for me to 
avail myself of it, the thought was misery. 

In this wretched situation, every circumstance 
which evinced the savage nature of the beings 
at whose mercy I was, augmented the fearfiiil 
apprejiensions that consumed me. An occur- 
rence which happened about this tune affected 
me most powerfully. 

I have already mentioned that from the ridge- 
pole of Marheyo's house were suspended a 
number of packages enveloped in tappa. Many 
of these I had often seen in the hsmds of the 
natives, and their contents had been examined 
in my presence. But there were three packages 
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hanging very neariy over the place where I lay, 
which from their remarkable appearance had 
often excited my curiosity. Several times I had 
asked Kory-Kory to show me their contents>; 
but my servitor, who in almost efvery other par- 
ticular had acceded to my wishes, always refused 
to gratify me in this. 

One day, returning unexpectedly from the 
" Ti," my arrival seemed to throw the inmates 
of the house into the greatest confusion. They 
were seated together on the mats, and by the 
lines which extended from the roof to the floor 
I immediately perceived that the mysterious 
packages were for some purpose or other under 
inspection. The evident alarm the savages 
betrayed filled me with forebodings of evil, and 
with an uncontrollable desire to penetrate the 
secret so jealously guarded. Despite the efforts 
of Marheyo and Kory-Kory to restrain me, I 
forced my way into the midst of the circle, and 
just caught a glimpse of three human heads^ 
which others of the party were hurriedly envelop- 
ing in the coverings from which they had beer^ 
taken. 

One of the three I distlmstly sa#. It was in 
a state of perfect preservation, and, from the 
slight glimpse I had of it, seemed to have been 
subjected to some smoking operation which had 
reduced it to the dry, hard, and mummy-like 
appearance it presented. The two long scalp- 
locks were twisted up into balls upon tjie crown 
of the head in the same way that the individual 
had worn them during life. The sunken cheeks 
were rerideted yet more ghastly by the rows of 
glistening teeth which protruded ^om between 
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fhe >lips,. whik the sockets of the eyes — ^filled 
with oval bit3 ol oxother-of-pesirl shell, with a 
. blade spot in the oentre^-^^^ightened the hideous- 
ncss iof its aspect. 

Two of t^e three werei heads of the islandcis ; 
but the third, to tay horror, was that of a white 
man. Although it had been quiddy removed 
ftom ray sight, still the glimpse Ithad of it was 
enough td convince me that I. could not be 
mist^en. . . 

.Oratckms God i what dreadful thoughts entered 
my jiund I : In solving this mystery perhaps I 
;had solved atiotjien aod the fate of my lost 
companion might he revealed in the shoddng 
spectacle. I had jUst witnessed. I . longed to 
ba.Ye torii olf I&& folds i of cloth, and satisfied 
the awful doubjts under which X laboured. But 
before I had recovered from the^consternatioo 
into which I had been thrown, the/atal packages 
were hoisted aioft and once more swung over 
my head. The. natives now gathered round me 
tumuituouslyj and laboured to cop^vince me that 
what I had just ,$een,were the heads. Of three 
Happar warriors, who had been slain in battle. 
TWs glaring felsehood added to my. alarm, and 
it waa not until I J3eflected:tbati litd observed 
the .packages swinging from their^elevation before 
Toby*s disappearance, that I could at all recover 
my<XM»posure« . : . / , 

.But although th^ horrible a^prieheomon had 
J>een dispelled, I had discovered enough to fill 
m^ in .my present state of miud, with the most 
bitler xeflejctions^ It was plain that I had seen 
t^e last relic Of some unfortunate wfc^, who 
must have .been $ua»9acred on the beach by the 
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lavages, in one of those perilous trading adven- 
tures which I have before described. 
. It was not, however, alone the murder of the 
stranger, that overcame me with gloom. I 
shuddered at the idea of the subsequent fate his 
inanimate body might have met with. Was the 
same doom reserved for m6? Was I destined 
to perish like him*— like him, perhaps, to be 
devoured, arid my head to be preserved as a 
fearful memento of the event ? My imagination 
ran riot in these horrid speculations, and I felt 
certain that the worst possible evils would befall 
me. But whatever were my misgivings, I 
studiously conice^ed them frOm the islanders', as 
well as the full extent of the discovery I had 
made. ■ 

Although the assurances which the Typees 
had often given me, that they never eat human 
flesh, had not convinced me that such was the 
case, yet, having been so long a time in the 
valley without witnessing anything which indi- 
cated the existence of the practice, I began to 
hope that it was an event of very rare occur- 
rence, and that I should be spared the horror of 
witnessing it during my stay among them ; but, 
alas ! these hopes wejre soon destroyed. 

It is a singular fact, that in all our accounts of 
cannibal tribes we have seldom received the tes- 
timony of an eye-witness to the revolting practice. 
The horrible conclusion has almost always been 
derived eithor from the second-hand evidence of 
Europeans, or else from the admissions of the 
sav&ges themselves, after they have ih some 
degree become civilised. The Polynesians are 
aware of the detestation in which Europeans 
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hold this custom, ahd therefore invariably deny 
its existence, and, with the craft peculiar to 
savages, endwivour to conceal every trace of it. 

The excessive unwillingness betrayed by the 
Sandwich Islanders, even at the present day, to 
allude to the unhapj^-fate of Cook, has been 
often- remarked. And so well have diey suc- 
ceeded in covering that event with mystery, that 
to this very hoUr, despite all that has been said and 
written on the subject^ it still remains doubtful 
whetiier they wreaked upon his murdered body 
the vengeance they sometimes iniiii^ed upon their 
enemies. - 

At Kealakekau, the scene of that tragedy, a 
strip of ship's copper nailed against an upright 
post in the ground used to inform the traveller 
that beneath reposed the " remains ** df the great 
circumnavigator* But I am strongly inclined to 
believe not oi^y that the corpse was refused 
Christian burial, but that the heart which was 
brought to Vancouver some time after the event, 
and which the Hawaiians stoutly m^tained was 
that of Captain Cook, was no such' thing; and 
that the whole affair was a piece of imposture 
which was sought to be palmed off" upon the 
credulous Englishman. 

A few years since there was living on the 
island of Maui (one of the Sandwich group) an 
old chief, who, actuated by a morbid desire for 
notoriety, gave himself out among the foreign 
residents of the place as the living tomb of 
Captain Cook's big toe I — affirming, that at the 
cannibal entertainment which ensued after the 
lameaited Briton's death, that particular por- 
tion of his body had fallen to his share. His 
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indignant countrymen actually caused him to 
be prosecuted in the native courts, on a charge 
nearly equivalent to what we term defam^ition 
of character; but the old fellow persisting in his 
assertion, and no invalidating proof being ad- 
duced, the plaintiffs were cast in the suit, azKl 
the cannibal reputation of the defendant fully 
established. This result was the making of his 
fortime ; ever afterwards he was in the habit of 
giving very profitable audiences to all curious 
travellers who were desirous of beholding the 
man who had eaten the great navigator's great 
toe. 

About a week after my discovery of the con* 
tents of the mysterious packages, I happened 
to be at die Ti> when another war-alarm was 
soimded, and the natives rushing to their arms, 
sallied out. to resist a second incursion of the 
Happar invaders. The same. scene was again 
repeated, only that on this occasion I heard at 
least fifteen reports of muskets from the moun- 
tains during the time that the skirmish lasted. 
An hour or two after its termination, loud paeans 
chanted through the valley announced the 
approach of the victors. I stood with Kory- 
Koiy leaning against the railing of the pi-pi 
awaiting their advance, when a tumultuous crowd 
of islanders emerged with wild clamours from the 
neighbouring groves. In the midst of them 
marched four men, one, preceding the other at 
regular intervals of eight or ten feet, with poles 
of a corresponding length, extended from 
shoulder to shoulder, tp whiph. wer^ lashed 
with thongs of bark three long narrow bundles^ 
carefully wraK)ed in ample covewigs of fipsh'' 
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plucked palm-leaves, tacked tog^^^^th sUv«xs 
of ^bomboo; Here and there upon these green 
wiiiding'*sheets might be seen the sisdns of blood; 
while Bie warriors who carried the fnghlful 
bwdens di&pkiyed upon their naked limt» 
similar sanguinary marks* The shaven head of 
the fotemost had a. deep gash upon it, and the 
dotted gore whidi had flowed from the wouixl 
remained in dry patches around it. This savage 
seemed to be smking under the weight he bore. 
Ilie bri^t tattooing upon his body was covered 
with blood and dust ; his inflamed eyes rolled in 
their sockets, and his whole appearance denoted 
e)ctraordinary suflering and exertion; yet, sus- 
tained by some powerful impulse, he continued 
Co advance, while the throng around him with 
wild cheers sought to encourage him. The 
other three men were marked about the arms 
and breasts with several slight wounds^ whi^k 
they somewhat ostentatiously-di^Iayed* 

These four individuals, having beoi the most 
active in the late encounter, claimed the hcmour 
of bearing the bodies of their slain enemies to 
die Ti. Such was the conclusion I drew from 
my own observations, and, as isa as I could 
understahd, f]k)m the explanation which KcMry* 
Kory gave me. 

The royal Mehevi walked by the side of these 
heroes. He cabled in one ha^ a musket, from 
the barrel of which was suspeuded a small canvas 
poudh of pd wdefr, and in tilie other- he grasped a 
^olt javeMn, whidi he held before him and 
regarded with- fierce efxultation. This jav^b 
he had wrbstM from a celebmted chattipkxi of 
the Ha^ipacs, who had igndlxuniously^it ^a^ 
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xvas pursued by his foe beyond the summit of 
The mountain. 

When 'Within a short distance of the Ti, the 
^warrior with the wounded head, who proved 
to be Narmonee, tottered forward two or three 
steps, and fell helf)les$iy to the grotind ; but not 
"before anoth« had caught the end of the pole 
from his shoulder, and placed if upon his^wn, ] 

The exdted throng of islanders, who sur- 
rounded the person of the king and the dead 
bodies of the enemy, approached the spot where 
I stood, brandishing their rude implements of 
watfate, many of which "wfere bruised and broken, 
and uttering continual shouts <rf triumph. When 
the crqwd drew tip opposite the Ti, I set myself 
to watch their proceedings most attentively ; but 
scarcely had they baited when my servitor, whO' 
had left, my side for an' instant^ touched my arm, 
aaid proposed oti* returfling to Marheyo^ house. 
To this i objected ; but, to my surprise, Kory- 
Kory reiterated his request, and with an unusual 
vehemence of manner. Still, however, I refused 
to comply,and was retreating before him, as in 
his importunity he pressed upon me, when I fek 
a heavy hand laid upon my i^oulder, and turn- 
ing roundy encountered the bulky form of Mow- 
Mow, a one-eyed chief, who had just detached 
himself from the crowd below^ and had mounted 
the rear of the pi-pi upon which we stood. His 
dieek had been pierced by the point of a spear, 
and tlife wound imparted a? still more frightftil 
expression to his hideoudy tattooed face, already 
deformed by the loss of ah eye. The warrior, 
without uttierifag a syllable, pointed fiercely in the 
direction of Marheyo's house, while Kory-Kory,^ 
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at tbe same time pfesenting his back, desired me 
to mount. 

I declined this offer, but intimated my 
willingness to withdraw, and mo\"ed slowly 
along the pbzza^ wondering what could be the 
cause of this unusual treatment. A few minutes' 
consideration convinced me that the savages 
w^re about to celebrate some hideous rite in 
connection with their peculiar customs, and at 
which they were determined I should not be 
present, I descended from the pi-pi, and 
attend^ by Kory-Kory, who on this occasion 
did not show his usual commiseration for my 
lameness, but seemed only anxious to hurry me 
on, walked away from the place. As I passed 
throygh the noisy throng, whidi by this time 
completely environed the Ti, I looked with 
fearfiil curiosity at the three packages, wfaidi 
now were deposited upon the ground; but 
although I had no doubt as to- their contents, 
still their thick coverings prevented my actually 
detecting the form of a-human body. 

The next morning, shortly after sunrise, the 
^ame thundering sounds which had awakened 
me from sleep on the- second day of the Feast 
of Calabashes, assured me that the savages 
were (m the eve of celebrating another, and, as 
I fully believed, a horrible sotemeity. 

All the inmates of the house, with the ex- 
ception of MarheyO!^ his son, and Tinor, after 
assuming their gala dresses, departed in the 
durection of the Taboo Groves. 

.Although I did not anticipate, a compliance 
with my request, still, with a view to testing the 
truth of my suspicipns, I proposed to Kory-Kory 
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tbsity according to our usual custom in the 
morning, we should take a stroll to the Ti : he 
positively refused; and when I renewed the 
request, he evinced his determination to pre- 
vent my going there ; and, to divert my mind 
from the subject, he offered to accompany me to 
the stream. We accordingly went, and bathed. 
On our coming back to the house, I was surprised 
to find that all its inmates had returned, and 
were loungipg upon the mats as usual, although 
the drums still sounded from the groves. 

The rest of the day I spent with Kory-Kory 
and Fayaway, wandering about a part of the 
valley situated in an opposite direction from the 
Ti ; and whenever I so much as looked towards 
that building, although it was hidden from view 
by intervening trees, and at the distance of more 
than a mile, my attendant would exclaim, 
** Taboo, taboo!" 

At the variouis bouses where we stopped, I 
found many of the inhabitants reclining at their 
ease, or pursuing some light occupation, as if 
noting unusual were going forward ; but 
amongst them all* I did not perceive a single 
chief or warrior. When I asked several of the 
people why they were not at the " Hoolah 
Hoolah" (the feast), they umformly answered 
the question in a manner which implied that it 
was not intended for them, but for Mehevi, 
Narmoneej Mow-Mow, Kolor, Womonoo, Kalow 
— running over, in their desire to make me 
comprehend their meaning, the names of all the 
principal chiefs. 

Everything, in short, strengthened my sus- 
picions with reg^d to the nature of the festive' 
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thty were ndw celebrating f and which amounts 
alihost to a certainty. While in Nilkuheva I 
had frequently! been informed that the whole 
tribe -were never present at these catinibal 
banquets ; but the chiefe and priests only, and 
everything I now observed agreed with tiie 
account • 

The sound of the drunife continued, without 
intermission, the whole day, and falling con- 
tinually upon my ear, caused me a sensation of 
horror \^ch I am unable to describe. On the 
follolring day, hearing none of those noisy 
indications of tevelry, I ponduded that the 
mhuman feast was terminated ; and feeling a 
kind of morbid curiosity to discover Ivhether 
the Ti might furni^ any evidence- of what had 
taken place there, I jMroposed to Kbry-Kory to 
walk there. To this proposition he rejdied by 
pointing with his finger to the newly risen sun, 
and then up to the zenith, intimating that bur 
visit must be dderted untill noon* ^Siortly after 
that hour we accordingly^ proceeded to the 
Taboo Groves,' and as soon as we entered thek 
precincts, I looked fearfully round in quest of 
some memorial of the scenes which had so 
lately been actied there ; but everything appeared 
as usual. On reaching the Ti, we found 
Mehevi and a few chicft reclining on the 
mats, who gave me as friendly a reception 
as ever. No allusions of any kind Were made 
by them to the recent events j and I refhdned, 
for obvious reasons, from tefeiiing to them 
myself. • 

After staying a short time I took my leave. 
^n pajBsrog along the i»at2a, previously to 
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descending from the pi-pi, I observed a 
cttrioiisly carved vessel of wood, of considerable 
size, with a cover placed over it, of the same 
material, and which resembled in shape a small 
canoe. It was surrounded by a low railing of 
batnboos^ the top of Which was scarcely a foot 
from the ground. Afe the vessel had been placed 
in its ptesent position since my last visit, I at once 
concluded that it must have some connection 
with the recent festival ; and, prompted by a 
Curiosity I could not repress, in passing it I 
raised one eind of the cover ; at the same 
moment the chiefs, perceiving my design, loudly 
ejaculated, " Taboo r taboo!" But the slight 
glimpse sufficed; my eyes fell upon the dis- 
ordered members of a human skeleton, the 
bones still fresh with moisture, and with particles 
of flesh clipging to them here and there 1 

Kory-Kory, who had been a little in advance 
of me, attmcted by the exclamations of the 
chiefs, turned round in time to witness the 
expression of horror on my coimtenance. He 
now hurried towards me, pointing at the same 
time to the canoe, and exclaiming rapidly, 
^*Puarkeel puarkee }" (Kg, pig). I pretended 
to yield to the deception, and repeated the 
words after him several times, as though ac- 
quiescing in what he said. The other savages, 
either deceived by my conduct or unwilling to 
manifest their displeasure at what could not now 
be remedied, took no further notice of the 
occurrence, and I immediately left the Tfi, 

All that night I lay awake, revolving in my 
mind the fearful situation in which I was placed. 
The last horrid revelation had now been mad^ 
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and the full sense of my condition rushed upon 
my mind with a forc^ I had never before 
experienced. 

Where, thought I, despondingi is there the 
slightest prospect of escape ? The only person 
who seemed to possess the ability tp ^sist me 
was the stranger Mamoo; but would he ever 
return to the valley? aii4 if he did, should I be 
permitted to hold any communication with him ? 
It seemed as if I were cut off from every source 
of hope, and that nothing remained but passively 
to await whatever fate was in store for me. A 
thousand times I endeavoured to account for 
the mysterious conduct of the natives. For 
what conceivable purpose did they thus retain 
me a captive? What could be their object in 
treating me with such apparent kipdness, and 
did it not cover some treadierous scheme ? Or, 
if they had no other design than to hold me a 
prisoner, how should I be able to pass away 
my days in this nairow valley, deprived ctf all 
intercourse with civilised beings, and for ever 
separated from friends and home ? 

One only hope remained to me. The French 
could not long defer a visit to the bay; aod. if 
they should permanently locate any of their 
troops in th^ valley, the savages could not for 
any lerigth of tim? conceal my existence from 
them. But what reason had I to suppose that 
I should be spared imtil such an event occurred 
— an event which might be postponed by a 
hundred different contingencies ? 
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CHAPTER XXXm 

The Stranger again arrives in the Valley— Singular In- 
terview wfih him— Attempt to Escape— **ailiire— 
Melancholy Situation— SympaUiy of Marbsyo. 

** Markoo, Marnoa pemi I " Such were the 
welcome sounds which fell upon my ear ^pme 
ten days after the evente related in the pre- 
ceding chapter. Once more the approach of 
the stranger was. heralded, and the intelligeince 
operated Upon me like magic* Again I should 
be able to converse with him in my own lan- 
guage ; axHl I resolved at all hazards to concert 
with him some «oheme, . however desp^at?, tt> 
resciue me from a. condition that bad now. 
become insupportable. 

As he drew near, I remembered with many 
misgivings &e inauspicious termination of our 
former interview; and when he entered the 
house, I watched with intense anxiety the re- 
ception he met with from its inmates. To my 
joy, his appeatance was hailed with the liveliest 
pleasure; and accosting me kindly, he seated 
himsetf l>y my side, and entiered into conversa^ 
tion with the natives Avpund him. It soon 
appeared, however, that on this occa»on hf 
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had not any intelligence of importance to com- 
municate. I inquired of him from whence he 
had last come? He replied from Pueearka, his 
native valley, and that he intended to return to 
it the same day. 

At once it struck me that, could I but reach 
that valley under his protection, I might easily 
from thence reach Nukuheva by water; and 
animated by the prospect which tljis plan held 
out, I disclosed it in^a feW brief words to the 
stranger, and asked ^ipi how it could be best 
accomplished. :My heart sank within me when 
in his broken English he answered me that it 
could never be effected. " Kanaka no let you 
go no where,^ He said; ** you taboo. Why you 
no like to stay? Plenty moee-moee (sleep) — 
plenty ki-ki (eat)— plenty wahenee (young giris) 
— Oh, v6ry good place Typee !• Suppose you 
no like this bay, why you come ? You no hear 
about Typee ? All white men afraid Typte, so 
no white men cdrae.*' 

These words distressed me beyond belief; and 
n^eA I again related to him the circumstances 
unddr which I had descended into the vaUey/ 
and sought to enlist his sympatic in my behalf 
by appealing to the bodily misety I endured, he 
listened to me with impatience, and cut me short 
by exclaiihing passionately, ";Me no hear you 
talk any more ; by by !^naka get mad, kill you 
and me too. No ydu see he no want you to 
speak t6 tn* at all ?*— you see-*Hah I by by you 
no mind— you get well, he kiB you^ eat you, 
hang you head up there, like Happar.SIimiika. 
-^Ndw'youlisten-^4^tieiio talk-any taofew' Bf 
by I goj— yt)u ^ee way I ga-^Ah4 then some 
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night Kansaka all moee-moee (sleep)— -you run 
away, you come Pueearka« I speak Fueearka 
Kanaka^^^-he no liarm you-^ah ! then I take you 
my canoe Nukuheva — and you no run away ^p 
no more,** With these words, enforced by a 
vehemence of gesture I camiot describe, Marnoo 
started from my side, and immediately engaged 
in conversation wifii some of the chiefs wh6 had 
entered the house. < 

It would have been idle for me to have at^ 
tempted rei^iming the interview so peremptorily 
terminated by M^utioo, who was evidently little 
disposed to compromise his own safety by any 
rash endeavours to ensure mine. But the- plan 
he had suggested struck me as one which might 
possibly be aocompUshed, and I resolved to act 
upon it as speedily as possible. 

Accordingly, when he rose to depart, I ac-» 
compsmied hun with the natives out^de of the 
house, with a view of carefully noting the patiii 
he would take in leaving th6 valley. Just before 
leapmg from the pi-*pi he clasped my hand, and 
looking significantly at me^ exclaimed, ^'Now 
yo« see — you do v^t I tell you-*-ah ! then you 
dogood^^you no do so^-*ahl then you dio^" 
The next moment he warded his spear in adieu 
to the islanders, and following tiie route that 
conducted to a defile in the mountains lying 
opposite the Happar side, was soon out of sightv 

A mode of escape was now presented to me, 
but how wiEis I to avail myself of it ? I was 
continually sunrounded by the savages ; I could 
not stir from one house to another without bdn^ 
attended by some of them ; and even during the 
hours devoted to slumber the slightest movemer 
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vrhidi I made seemed to attmct the notice of 
those who shared the mats with me. In spite 
of these ohstaclea, however, I detenzuned forth- 
with to make the attempt To do so with any 
prospect of success, it was necessary that I 
shoiUd have at least two hours' start before die 
islanders should discover my absence ; for with 
such facility was any alarm spread through the 
valley, and so familiar, of course, were the in^ 
habitants with the intricacies of the groves, that 
I could not hope, lame and feeble as I was, aiKi 
ignorant of the route, to secure my escape unless 
I had this advantage. It was also by night alone 
that I could hope to accomplish my object, and 
then only by adopting the utmost precaution* 

The entrance to Marheyo's habitation was 
through a low narrow opening in its wicker-woifc 
front This passage, for no conceivable reason 
that I could devise, was alwaya doaed after th& 
household had retired to rest, by drawii^ a 
heavy slide across it, composed of a dossea or 
more bits of wood, ingeniously fastened together 
by seizings of sinnate. When /atiy of the in* 
mates chose to go outside, the noise occasioned 
by the removing of this rude, door awakened 
everybody else ; and on more than one occasion 
I had remarlced that ihe idan^^rs weire nearly 
^ irritable as more civilised bdngs under similat 
circumstances* 

, The difficulty thus placed in my way I deter- 
mined to ob^daJte in the following manner. I 
would get up boldly in the course of the nighty 
and drawing the slide, issue from the housei^ and 
pretend that my object was merely to procure a 
drink from the calabash, which always stood 

Digitized by Google 



Attempt to Escape 389 

without the dwdling on the comer of the pi-pi. 
On re-entering I wduld purposely omit closing 
the passage after me, and trusting tiiat the in- 
dolence of thfe savages tronld prevent thdm from 
repairing my neglect, would return to my mat, 
and tf aiting patiently until all were again asleep, 
I would then steal forth, and at once take the 
route to Pueearka. 

The very h*ght which followed Marnoo*s 
departure, I proceeded to put this project into 
iExeoition. ^out midnight, as I imagined, I rose 
and drew the slide. The natives, just as I had 
expected, started up, vidiile some of them asked, 
" Arware poo awa, Tommo?*? (where are you 
going, Tommo ?) *' Wai *' (wetter), I laconically 
answered, grasf^ing the calabash. On hearing 
my reply they sank* back again; and in a minute 
or two I i^ttirned to my mat, anxiously awaiting 
the residt of the ex|:^tflent 

One after another the savages turned rest- 
lessly, appeared to resume their slumbers, and 
rejoicing at the^ stillness which prevailed, I w^s 
about to rise kgain from my coik:h, when I h^rd 
a slight rustling— a dark form Was irttercfepted 
between me^ and the doorway — ^the slide was 
drawn across it, and the mdividual, whoever hef 
was^, returned to his mat This was a sad blow 
to mfe ; but as it might hare roused thcr Sus- 
picions of the islanders to have made another 
attempt that night, I was reluctantly obliged to 
defer it until the next Several times after I 
repeated the same manoeuvre, but with as little 
success as before. As my pretence for with- 
drawing from the house was to allay my thirst, 
Kory-Kory, either suspecting some design on 

Digitized by Google 



390 .Type?e 

my part, <v else pcoxppted by a desire to please 
me, regidarly. every eyenie^g.. placed a calabfish 
of water by my side. 

Eve^ under these inauspicious circuiostances 
I again and again renewed the attempt ; but 
when I did so my yailet always rose with me, 
as if determine4 I gWWj not remqve myself 
from his observation. For the present, there- 
fore, I was obliged to abandoa the attempt; 
but I endeavoured to console myself with the 
idea that by this wiode I might yet effect my 
escape, 

. Shortly after Mamoo'p visit I was reduced to 
^ch a state, that it was with extreme difficulty 
I could walk, even with the assistance of a spear, 
and Kpig^Kory, as fprmflrly, was obliged to 
c^irry me d^fly tP the streanfi. . 

For bours and hpurs during the warmest part 
of the day I lay uppn.my mat,. and .while those 
aaround me were i>early iH doling away in care- 
Jess, ^ase, I remained Awjjte, glpopuly pondering 
Qv^ the fate whiqh it appeared now iole for me 
to resist; when I thoi^^t of the loved^ friends 
who were thous^ds ^d. ^us^nds of miles 
from the s^age island in i^biph I was held a 
caplive,^ when I reflep^ that my dre94^ fate 
VQuld for ever be, concealed ^pp thepi and 
tbiat with hppe deferred they pngbt continue to 
await my return long aft^r j?^y inammate form 
had blended vjith the dust of the valley^H-I coi^d 
not repress a. shudder of .aguish.; 

How vividly is inipressed upon my mind 
eveiy minute feature of the. scene which met 
my view during those long, days pf suff^pring and 
sonow 1 At my request* py ^a^ts. were idpy^ 
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spread ditectly facing tdie door, opposite whlcb^ 
and at a little distance, tras the hut of boughs 
that Marheyo was tmikUng, 

Whenever' my gentle Fayatray and Kory-- 
Kory, laying themselves dotm beade me, wauid- 
leave me a little while to uninterrapted repose, 
I took a strange interest in the slightest move- 
ments of the eccentric old warrior. All alone 
during the stillness of the tropical midday, he 
would pursue his quiet work, sitting in the 
shade and weaving together the leaflets of his 
cocoa-nut branches, or rolling upon his knee 
the twisted fibres of bark to form the cords 
with which he tied together the thatchings of 
his tiny house. Frequently suspending his em- 
ployment, and noticing my melancholy eye fixed 
upon hioi) he would raise his hand with a ges- 
ture expressive of deep commiseration, and then 
moving towards me slowly would enter on tip- 
toes, fearful of disturbing the slumbering natives, 
and, takmg the fan from my hand, would sit 
before me, swaying it gently to and fro, and 
gazmg earnestly into my face. 

Just beyond the pi-pi, and disposed in a 
triangle before the entrance of the house, were 
three magnificent bread-fruit trees. At this 
moment I can recall to my mind their slender 
shafts, and the graceful inequalities of their bark, 
on which my eye was accustomed to dwell day 
after day in the midst of my solitary musings. 
It is strange how inanimate objects will twine 
themselves into our affections, especially in the 
hour of affliction. Even now, amidst all the 
bustle and stir of the proud and busy city in 
which I am dwelling, the image of those three 
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trees seems to come as vividly before my eyes 
as if tiiey were actually present, and I still feel 
the soothing quiet pleasure which I then had in 
watching hour after hour their topmost boaghs 
waving gracefully in th^ breeze. 
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The Escape. ^ 

NEARLY' ti^ee weeks had elapsed since the 
second visit of Mamoo, and it mttst have been 
more than four months since I entered the 
valley, when one day about noon, and whilst 
everythii^ was in profound siknce, Mow-Mow, 
the one-eyed chief, suddenly appeared at the 
door, and leaning f orwak-d towards me as I lay 
directly facing lum, said in a low tone, *' Toby 
pemi ena" (Toby has arrived here). Gxacious 
heaven! What a tumult of emotions rushed 
upcm me at this startling intelligence! In- 
sensible to die pain that had before distracted 
me, I leaped to my feet, and called wildly to 
Kory-Kory, who was repiosing by my side. 
.The startled, islanders sprang from their mats ; 
the news was quiddy communicated to them; 
and the next moment I was, nlaking my ii^y to 
die Ti on the back of Kory-Kdry, and sur- 
rounded by the excited savages. 
. All diat Icoi>ld comprehend of the particulars 
which Mo^^MiOw rehearsed to his Auditors as 
we pf oteeded» was that my long4ost companion 
had axrived in a bo^t which had just entered t^ 
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bay. These tidings made me most anxious to 
be carried at once to the sea, lest some un- 
toward circumstance should prevent our meeting; 
but to this they would not consent, and continued 
their course towards the royal abode. As we 
approached it, Mehevi and several chiefs showed 
themselves from the piazza, and called upon us 
loudly to come to them. 

As soon as we had approached, I endeavoured 
to make them understand that I was going down 
to the sea to meiet Toby». To this the king 
objected, and motioned Kory-Kory to bring 
me into the house. It was in yaiii to lesst; 
<adid< in a- few. moments I found myself within 
the Ti, surrounded by a noisy group en^ged 
in discussing the lecent intdl^ence. Tc^/s 
^name was frsquendy repeated, coupled widi 
violent exdamations of astonishment. It seemed 
QS if they yet remained in doubt with regard to 
the fact of his arrival, and at every friesh repent 
that W3Li broi^ht from the shore tbty betrayed 
the liveliest emotions. ■ : 

Almost frenzied at being held in this ststo of 
'suspense j I passionately besopght Mehevi to 
•permit me to proceed* Whethel: mycompanion 
.had atrived or x»>t, I fislt a preseixtim^t lh|tt my 
ami fate was about to be d^ddM. Again and 
;agaiti I* i^enewed my petition to Mehevli He 
•re^^uded u^' with a fixed and serious e3re, but 
-at length yiel^tig to my impoitunity,ireluctantfy 
granted my request*^ . '- i 

Acdompanied by scxnie My of t&e natives, I 
^nowi mpidly oontiikred my journey c every few 
(mornqnts bdng trsi^sfesred^frrai tfaieWckof one 
Xxy another,, and urging ray bearer IfoTwtrd all 
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the while with earnest entreaties. As I thus 
hurried forward, no doubt as to the truth of the 
information I had received ever crossed my 
mind. I was alive only to the one overwhelm- 
ing idea, that a chance of deliverance was now 
afforded me, if the jealbus opposition of the 
savages cotild be overcome. 

Having been prohibited from approaching 
the sea dating the whole of my stay in the 
valley, I had always associated with it the idea 
of estttpe. * Toby too — if indeed he had ever 
voluntarily deserted me— must hav6 effected his 
flight by the «ea ; and now that I was drawing 
near to it myself, I indulged in hopes Which I 
had 'never "fdt before. It was evident that a 
boat had ^ered the bay, and I saw little reason 
to doubt tile trtith of the report that it had 
brought my companion. Every time therefore 
that we gained an ^letatiofi, I looked eagerly 
around, hoping to behold him. 

In the midst of an excited throng, who by 
their violent gestures and wild cries appeared to 
be under thie influence of some excitement as 
strong as my own, I was now borne along at a 
rapid trot, frequently stooping my head to avoid 
the branches which crossed the path, and never 
ceasing to implore those who carried rte to 
ftccelenvte their already swift pace. '\ 

In this manner we had proceeded abotit four 
drfive miles, when we were met by £i party of 
sotHe twenty islandens, between whdm and those 
who accompanied me ensued an animated con-^ 
fei^noe. Impatient of the deljty Occasioned bf 
this interruption, I waflf beseedflng the riian who' 
darried • me to proceed, without ^^^J^oiterinf 
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companions, when Kory^Kory, niAnbg to my 
side, informed me^ in three fatal words, that the 
news had all proved falserr-that Toby had not 
arrived — "Toby ovlee pemi" Heaven only 
knows how, in the, state c^ mind and body I 
then was> I ever sustained the agony which this 
intelligence caused me : not that the news was 
altogether unejcpectqd; but I had trusted that 
the fact might not have been made known until 
we ^oukl have arrived upon the beach. As it 
was, I at once foresaw the course the savages 
would pursue. They had only yielded thus far 
to my entreaties, that I might give a joyful 
welcome to my long-absent comrade ; but now 
that it was known he had not arrived, they 
would at once oblige me to turn back. 

My anticipations were but too correct la 
spite of the resistance I made, they carried me 
into a bouse which was near the spot> ^id left 
me upon the mats. Shortly afterwards seveml 
of those who bad accompaa^ me from ^e Ti, 
detaching themselves from the others^ proceeded 
in the directicm of the sea. Those who remained 
— among whom were Maarheyo^ Mow-Mow, 
Kory-K©ry> and Tincn:— gathered about the 
dwelling and appeated to be awaiting their 
return. 

This convinced ttie that sttai^eiss— "perimps 
some of my own countrymw^-rhad for some 
oause or other entered the bay. . Distmctedat 
the i^^ of their vicinity, and reddess of the 
pain which I suffered^ I heeded Wt the ftssmances 
of the islanders, that there were no boats at the 
beach, but starting to my feet .endeavoured to 
qain the door. Instantly the passage was blocked 
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up. by $ev^al men, who commanded me to 
resume my seat , The fierce looks of the irritated 
savage$ admonished me that I could gain nothing 
by force, and that it was byentreiaty akxie that 
I could hope to compass my bbject 

Guided by this consideration, I, turned to 
MowrMow, the only chief present whom I had 
been. much, in the habit of seeing, and caxeftdly 
conoealing my.r^l design, tried. to make him 
comprehend that I stili bdicvedToby to have 
arrived on the shore, and besought him to allow 
9ie to go forward to welcome Um* To all his 
repeated assertions, that my companion had not 
been seen, I pretended to tum a deaf ear : while 
I uiged my solicitatioos with an eloquence of 
gestiufe which the one^yed chief appeared 
unable to resist. He seemed indeed to regard 
me as a froward child, to whose wishes he had 
not the heart to oppose force, and whom he 
must consequently humour. He spoke a few 
words to the natives, who at once retreated 
from the door, and immediately passed out of 
the house. 

Here I looked earnestly round for Kory- 
kory ; but that hitherto faithful servitor was 
nowhere to be seen^ UnwilUng to linger even 
for a single instant when every moment might 
be so important^ I motioned to a musciikr 
fellow near me to take me upon his back : to 
my surprise he angrily refused. I turned to 
another, but with a like result A third attempt 
was as unsuccessful, and I immediately per^ 
ceivedwh^t had induced Mow-Mow to grant 
my request and why the other natives con- 
ducted themselves in so strange a manner. ^ 
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was evident tiiat the chief had only given- me 
liberty to continue my progress towards the sea 
becmise he supposed that I was depnved of the 
means of reaching it. 

Convinced by this of their determination to 
retain meaicaptive, I became desperate ; and 
aknott insensMe to the paih which I suffered, 
I ielsed^a^ spear which was ksmihg^again&t the 
projecdng estvis of the house, and supporting 
myself whh it, k^esumed the path timt swept by 
ti^ dwelling, lb my surpnse I was suffered to 
ppDoeed alone, all the natives remaining in firont 
of thc.house, and engaging in earnest conversa- 
tion, which every mfoment beckme 'more loud 
and vehement 5 and to my unspeakable d^ight 
!• perceived that seme difference of opiniofi l&d 
arisen between them j :that t\to parties, ih shott, 
were fonned, and consequently that in their 
divided counsels there was somfe thance of my 
defiverance. 

Before I had proceeded a htuidred yards I 
was again surrounded hy the savages, who were 
still in all the heat of argument, and appeared 
every moment as if they would come to blows. 
In the midst of this tumult old Maiheyo came 
to my side, and I shatt nfever forget the benevo- 
lent expression of his CDtmtenance^ He placed 
his aim: upon my shoulder, slnd' emphatically 
prondunced the only two Ebglbh wotd§ I had 
taught him—" Home'' and "Mother.*^ I at 
once uivderstood what he meant, and eagi^ 
expressed my thanks to him. * Fayiiwa^' and 
Kory-Kory were by his side, both '\¥e^M«g 
violently j and it tms not until tile dd maii had 
twice repeated tiie command that his Son could 
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bring himself to obey him» and tate me again 
upon bis ba<jc Tbe one<eyed cbief opposed 
his doing so, but he was overruled, and, as it 
seemed to me, by some of bis own pSLxty, 

We proceeded cmwards, and never shall I 
fofget ithe ecstasy I fdt when J first heard the 
roar of tbe surf breaking upon tbe beach. 
Before long I saw the flashing billows them- 
selves through the oJ)ening be^een the trees. 
Oh ^rious ^ght and sound of ocean ! with 
what rapture did I hail you aa familiar friends ! 
By this time tl^ shouts of the crowd upon the 
beach were distinctly audible, and ih tbe blended 
confi^ion of soukKis I almost £Emcied I could 
distinguish the voices of my own countrymen. 

When we readied the open space which lay 
between the groves and the ^a, the first object 
that met my view was an £nglish whale-boat, 
lying with h^ how pointed from the shore, and 
only $, few iitboms distant firoim it. It was 
mamned by five islanders^, dressed in short tiinics 
«of calica My first impression was tbat they 
were in, the very act of piilling out froto the 
bay^; and that, after all. my eiertions, I bad 
cofne too late^ . My soul siink within me : but 
a second glance ponvinced me that the boa/t 
wa$ only hainging. off to keep, out of the surf; 
and ^he^ next imoment I heard my own nam^ 
shouted out. by a vpiqe from the midst of the 
crowd* : ' 

Xiooking in the direotion.of the soundi I peiu 
ceived, to my indescribable joy, the tall- fignaie 
of Karakoee, an Oahu.Kaniaka, who had often 
been .aboard the Dolly yXfbaiQ she lay in Nuku- 
iaeva. Hfe wOre the green .shootingrjaciLet wUh 
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gilt buttons, which bad been giv^n to him by an 
officer of the £nne Blafuhc--^t French flag- 
ship-T-and in which I had always seen' him 
dressed. I now remembered the Kanaka had 
frequently told me tiiat his person was tabooed 
in all the valleys of the island, and the sight of 
him at such a moment as this filled my heart 
with a tumult of delight. 

Karakoee stood near the ed^e of the water 
with a large roll of cotton clotn thrown over 
one arm, and hdding two or three canvas bags 
of powder ; mdiile with the other hand he grasped 
a musket, which he appeared to be profiering to 
several of the chiefs aromKi him. But &ey 
tiuned with di^^st from his offers, and seemed 
to be impatient at his presence, with vehement 
gestures waving him off to his boat, and com- 
manding him to depart 

The Kanaka, lK)wever, still maintabed his 
ground, and I at once perceived that he was 
seeking to purchase my freedom. Animated by 
the idea, I called upon him loudly to come to 
me;' but he replied, in broken £figlish, that the 
islanders had threatened to pierce him with their 
apears, if he stirred a foot towards me. At this 
timfe I was still advancing, surrounded by a 
dense throng of the natives, serehil of wlK)m 
had their hands upon me, and more than one 
javelin was threateningly pointed at me. Still 
I perceived clearly that many of those least 
friendly towards me looked irresolute and 
aiixious. 

I was still some thirty yards from K^akoee 
when my further progress was prevented by the 
natives, wbp conipelled me to sit down upon 
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the ground, while they still retained tlieir hold 
upon tny arms. The din and tumult now be- 
came tenfold, and I perceived that several of 
the priests were on the spot, all of whom were 
evidently urging Mow-Mow and the other chiefs 
to prevent my departure; and the detestable 
word **Roo-neJ Roo^-ne!" which I had heard 
repeated a thousand times during the day, wa$ 
now shouted out on every side of me. Still I saw 
that the Kanaka continued hiis exertions in my 
favour — that he was boldly debating the matter 
with the sav^es, and was strivihgto entice them 
by displaying his cloth and powder, and snapping 
the look of his mufiket But all he said or did 
appeared only to augment the clamours of those 
around him, who seemed bent upon driving him 
into the sea. 

When I remembered the dxtravagant value 
^ced by these people upon the articles which 
were ofi^ed to them in exdiange for me, and 
which were so indignantly rejected, I saw a new 
{m>of of the same fixed determination of purpose 
they had all along manifested widi regard to me, 
and in despair, and reckless of consequences, 
I exerted all my strength, and shaking myself 
free from the grasp of those who heW me, I 
sprung upon my feet and rushed towards 
Karakoee* / 

The rash attempt nearly decided my fate ; 
for, fearing that I might slip from them, several 
of the islanders now raised a simultaneous shout, 
and pressing upon Karakoee, they menaced 
him wj^h toious gestures, and actually forced 
him into the sea. Appalled at their violence, 
the poor fellow, standing nearly to the waist in 
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the surf, endeavoured to pacify themj but at 
length, feajrfol that they would do hiiu some 
fatal violence^ he beckoned to hi$ comrades to 
pull in at once, and take him into the boat 

It wad at this agonising moment, when I 
thought all hope was ended, that, a new contest 
arose between the two parties who had accom- 
panied me to the shore; blows urere struck, 
wounds were given; and blood flowed* In the 
interest, excited by the fray, every one had left 
me except Marheyo, Kory-Kory, and poor dear 
Fayaway, who climg to me, sobbing indignantly. 
I saw that now or never was the mcnnent 
Clasping my hands togelfaer, I looked implor- 
ingly at MjairbeyOi ajad moved towards the now 
alniost deserted beach. The tears were in the 
old man's eyes, but neither he nor Kory-Kory 
attempted to hold nte, land I soon reached the 
Kanaka, who had been anxiously watdiing my 
movements ; the rowers pulled in as near as they 
dared to.the edge of the surf; I gave one {part- 
ing embiace to Fayaway^ who seemed speeohless 
with sorrow, and the next iaSUnt I found 
myself safe in the boat, atid Karako^ by my 
side, who toJd the rowers at once to give way. 
Marheyo and Kory-^Ko^y, ajad a great many of 
the women, followed me into the water, and I 
was determined, as the only mark of gradtude 
:I could show, to give them the artides which 
had been brought as my ramom^- I haiKled the 
musket to Kory-*Kory, with a rapid gesture 
whidi was equivaleaat to a "Deed of Gift;" 
threw the roll of cotton to old MaiJbeyQ, point- 
ing as I did so to poor Fayaway, who bad 
retired from the edge of tte water and was 
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sitting down disconsolate on the shingles; axid 
tumbled the powder-bags out to the nearest 
young ladies, all of whom were vastly willing to 
take them* This distribution did not occupy 
ten seconds, and before it was over the boat 
was under full way; the Kanaka all the while 
exclaiming loudly against what he considered a 
useless throwing away of valuable property. 

Although it was clear that my movements had 
been noticed by several of the natires, still they 
had not suspended the conflict in ifdiich they 
were engaged, and it was not until the boat was 
above fifty yards from the shore that Mow-Mow 
and soime six or seven otiier warriors rushed 
into the sea and hurled their javelins at us« 
Some of the weapons passed quite as close to 
us as was desirable^ but no one was wounded, 
and the men puUed away gallantly. But al- 
though soon out of the reach of the spears, our 
progress was ^rtremely slow ; it blew strong 
upon the shore, and the tide was against us; 
and I saw Karakoee, who was steering the boat; 
give many a look towards a jutting point of the 
bay round which we had to pass. 

For a minute or two after our departure, the 
savs^s, who had formed into different groups, 
temained perfecdy motionless and silent All 
at once the enraged chief showed by his gestures 
that he had resolved what course he woidd take. 
Shouting loudly to his companions, and pointing 
witii his tcxnahawk towards the headland, he 
set off at fbll speed in that direction, and was 
followed by about thirty of the natives, among 
whom were several of the priests, all yelling out 
*• !Roo4ie ! Roo-ne f " at the very top of thei? 
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voices. Their intention was evidently to sniito 
ofif from the headland and interrupt us in our 
course. The wind was freshening every niinute, 
and was right in our teeth, and it was one of 
those chopping angry seas in which it is so 
difficult to row. SdU the chances seemed in our 
fevour, but when we came witiiin a hundred 
yards of the point, the active savages were 
^eady dashing into the water, and w6 all feared 
that within five minutes' time we should have a 
score of the infuriated wretdhes around us. If 
so, our doom was sealed, for these savages^ 
uiUike the feeble swimmers of civilised countries, 
ire, if anything, moire formidable antagonists in 
the water tiian when on the land. It was all a 
trial of strengdi; our natives pulled till thdr 
oars bent again, and the crowd of awimmeis 
shot through the water, despite its roughness, 
widi fearful rapidity. 

By the time we had reached the headland, 
the savages were spread right across our course. 
Our rowers got out their knives and held them 
ready between their teeth, and I seized the 
boat-hook. We were well aware that if they 
succeeded in intercepting us they would practise 
upon us the manoeuvre which has proved so 
fetal to many a boat's crew in these seas. They 
would grapple the oars, and seizing hold of tl^ 
gunwal^ capsize the boat, and then we should 
be entirely, at their mercy. 

After a few breathless moments I discerned 
Mow^Mow. The athletic islander, wi^ his 
tomahawk between his teeth, was dashing the 
water before him till it foamed again. He was 
the nearest to us, and in anotba: instant he 
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would have seized orie of the oats; Even at 
the moment I felt horror sA the ai^ I.^ras about* 
to commit ^ but it wa« no lame, for inty or 
compunctiioni and with a true aim^ and eKftrtr 
ing' all my ettengtb, I dashed tb© boat-hoofc 
^t hita^ It struck .biua just below the throat, 
aod foroed him downwards. I had no time to 
tepeat my blow,, but I saw him rise to; the? 
surface in the wakp of the. boiat, , acid neuter 
sball I forget the ferockms expression of his 
countfenande. ; .•; ' . 

, Only one other of the savages: reached tlio 
boat He seized the ^gonwale, but the knives. 
of our powers so mauled lus WristSy>that he w$S: 
foijced ito qiut hi$.hold, and the ndiet. minute. we 
were' past them ail, and in salety4 The strong 
excilet^nt which had thus &r kept me up, now 
left me, and I fell back fainting .iqto the arma 
ofKayakoee. , / 

> The citeurastances eouaeoted with my most 
wjesipecled escape may be vi^y briefly stated. 
The captain of an Ai^mlian vessel, being in. 
distress for men in these remote seas, had put 
into Nukuheva in order to recruit his ship's 
company; but not a single man was to be 
obtained; and the barque was about to get 
under way, when she was boarded by Kara- 
koee, who informed the disappointed English- 
man that an American sailor was detained by 
the savages in the neighbouring bay of Typee ; 
and he offered, if supplied with suitable articles 
of traffic, to undertake his release. The Kanaka 
had gained his intelligence from Mamoo, to 
whom, after all, I was indebted for my escape 
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The proposition was acceded to ; and Karakoee, 
taking with him five tabooed natives of Nuku- 
heva, again repaired aboard the barque, whidi 
in a few hours sailed to that part of the island, 
and threw her main-topsail aback right off the 
entrance to the Typee bay. The whale-boat, 
manned by the tabooed crew, pulled towards 
Ae head of the inlet, ifhlle the ship lay " off 
and on ^ awaiting its return. 

The events which ensued have already been 
detailed, and little more remains to be related. 
On reaching thi^fuUa I was lifted over the side, 
and my strange appearance and remarkable 
adventure occasioned the liveliest interest 
Eviety attention was bestowed upon me that 
humanity could suggest. But to such a state 
was I reduced^ that three months elapsed brfore 
I recovered my healths 

The mystery which hung over the &te of my 
friend and companion Toby has never been 
cleared up. I still remain ignorant whether he 
succeeded in leaving the valley, or paished at 
the hands of the islanders. 



Digitized by Google 



THE STORY OF TOBY 



igitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



TH^ STOR,Y OF TOBY 



The momng my comrade left m^t ais relate in 
the narrative^ he wa» accQmpanl^ hy ^ laljge 
pajty <rf the niitives> gome of theia carryUt^ fruit 
and hogs for the purpose of tiiaffifi a$ ^e report 
bad spacead Ithat boafes h^ totu^ed at ^ ba^r. 

, Aj Uiey proceeded through the settled purts; 
of the valley, numbers joinwi them ftom every 
side, ruaning. with .animated criqs from every 
pathway. ,So ,ex<cited were the whole party, 
t^t eager as Toby was .to ; gain the beach, it 
was almost as much as.he^coi^d do. to ke^p up 
w^th i^em. I Making the ;valley ling with: th/fcir 
shouts, .they rhurried along op a* swift trot* 
those ii> ad^^we pausing now a^d then,, and 
flouri9hing their weapons to urge the^ rest 
forward. ' ^ 

. JPi^sently they came ip a place where the 
path crossed a ba»d,of the main stream lOf the 
valley. Herey a si^range 'SOMndcame tlnough the 
grove beyond, and the Islanders ha)itea» , It 
was MoF-Mow^ the one-ey^d chief, who had 
gone on before; jhe was striking his heavy 
lance against the hollow bough of a tree. 

.This was a Bigoal of akurm > for nothing was 
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now heard but shouts of " Happar ! Happar ! " 
— the warriors tilting with their spears and 
brandishing them in the air» and the women 
and boys shouting to each other, and picking 
up the stcmes in the bed of the stream. In a 
moment or two Mow-Mow and two or three 
other chiefs ran out from the grove, and the din 
incijeafed.t^oki./^ / , . . 

Now, t!h6ught^ T6by,' M a flay; and bdng 
unarmed, he besought one of the young men 
domiciled with Marheyo for the loan of his 
^ir. Bat he was refused 5' tfee^ youth ix^mshly 
teffing him that tiief Weapon was very good for 
him (the Typee), but tkiTa while man could 
fight much better with his* fim^. 

The merry humoa^ Of dib young \mg seemed 
to be shared by the test, Ifor in spite of their 
warlike cries and gestures, everybody was caper- 
itig about and laughing^ as if it was <nie of the 
funniest things in the world to be awaiting tiie 
flight of a score' or two of Happar javdins from 
an ambush in the tMckets. 

While my <*oinrade was in vain ■ tl^hig to 
make out the meaning of di this, a gCKxl 
number of tfee hatives Bepamijed theftisehres' 
ftock the re^ and^* ran off faito tine gtove on 
one side, the others now keeping pitfectiy 
still, as if awaiting the vesult Aft^ a little 
while, however, Mow^-Mow, who ^tbod in ad- 
vance, motfoned tiietto to ooftie on dtealttilly, 
which th^ (Kd, ^scarcely ihistliflg a leaf.' Thus 
they crept along for t^ or fifteen tniiutes, 
every how and then pausing to Ksten. 

Toby by n6' m«ms ^relished ^this sort of 
sku&irig ; if th^re was' gding tO be tfc fight he 
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wanted it to begin at once. But all in good 
time, Ibr jnst d^ as they went proving into 
the thickest of the wood, terrifio howls burst 
upon them on -all. sides, and Tolleys of darts 
and stones flew across liie path. Not an 
enemy was to be seen, and; what was still more 
eurpiising, not a single man dropped, though 
the pebbles fell among the leaves like hail. 

There, was a momentfs pause, when the 
Typees, with wild shrieks, flmig themselves int6 
the cbverty spear in hand ; nor was Toby behhid- 
hand. Commg so near getting his skull broken 
by. the stdnes, and ammated by an old grudge 
he bore the Hsppxss^ he was' among ^e fir^t to 
dash at them. As he broke his way through 
the underbosfa, trying^ as* he did ^so, to wrest a 
spear from a young chief, the shouts of battle 
all of a, sudden ceased^ and the wood- was as 
still as deidi. The next raoment> ^e party who 
had left them so mysteriously rushed out from 
behind every bush and tree, and united with the 
oest in k>ng and merry peals of laughter. 

It was all a sham, and Toby^ who was <|Uiie 
out of breath with excitement^ was much in- 
censed at being made a fool of. 
, It afterwards turned ^ottt that the whole afikit 
had been concerted for his particular benefit, 
though with what precise view it would be hard 
to telL My comrade was the more enmged at 
this boys' pky, since it had consumed so much 
time, every moment of which might be precious. 
Perhaps, however, it was partly intended for this 
very purpose; and he was led to think so, 
because when the natives started again, he 
pbserved that they did not seem, to be in so 
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gieaC a hurryas before. At last, after thejF had 
^one some cUstaoce, Tdbjf thiaking all tlie while 
that the^ nevi^r would get ta the 'sea, two mea 
c;ame running towards, them, and a r^^olar halt 
epsued, followed by a noisy discussion^ duni^ 
which Toby's ;name. wats oten r^)eated, AM 
tbis made tiom more and more anxious to. ieam 
what was going on at the beach; butit was in 
vain that he now tried to push fcnrward; the 
nativep heid him back. 

In a few moments the conference ended, and 
many of them ran down the path in the directioii 
of the water, the rest, smrroundii^ Toby, and 
entreating him to " Moce,'! or s^ down and rest 
himseK As aa additibnal iikiucement, several 
(Calabashes of'fo»od| which had been brought 
along, w^je How placed on the ground, SEod 
opened,^,and pipei» al§o were lifted. Toby 
badled his impatience a while» but at last sprang 
to bis fevet aiiid da&hed forward again* He was 
soon overtaken neverthfelessi add again sur«' 
rounded^ but without further detention was then 
petmitted togodoim tothe^sek. . 

They came put upon a bright green space 
between the groves and the w^tei^ ' and close 
under the rimcW of .the Happar mountain, 
where.; a p9tii m^s seeni winding out of.sl|^t 
through ^ goi^e* . > ... j 

No sign of.jahoat, hosnever, ^wid beheld; 
nothing but a tumultubnis crowd i)i men and 
womeuy and some one in their znidst^.eamesdy 
talking to them. As my comrade advanocd^ 
this perspn. came forward, and proved, toibe no 
strapger. He was an old grizzled sailor, whoni 
Toby and,myi5elf had frequently seen in Nukti? 

Digitized by Google 



The Story of Toby 413 

heva, where he lived an easy detil4»tyrcare life 
in the household of Mowauna the king) going 
by the name of " Jimmy." In fact, he was the 
royal favourite, ai\d had a good deal to say in 
his master's councils. He wore, a Manilla bat 
and a sort of tappit morning gown, suiiiciently 
loose and n^ligent to show the verse of a song 
tattooed upon his chest, and a variety of spirited 
cuts by native artists in other parts of his body. 
He sported a fishingtrod in his hand, and 
earned a sooty* old pipe slung about his neck. 

This old rover, having retired from active 
lifei had readed in Nukuheva for some time^ 
could speak the language, and for that reason 
was frequently employed by the French as an 
interpreter. He was an arrant old gossip too ; 
forever coming off in his canoe to tibe ships in 
the bay, and regaling their crews with choice 
little morsels of court scandal ; such, for instancei 
as a shameful intrigue of his majesty. with a 
Happar damsel, a pubUc danter at the feasts, 
and otherwise relatitig some incredible tales 
about .the Marquesas generally. I remember 
in particular his telling the Dolly's crew what 
proved to be: Uterally a cock'^nd^bull story^ 
about two natuml prodi^es which he said were 
then on the island. One was an old monster 
of a hermit, having a marveUoua reputation for 
sanctity, and reputed a £3unous sorcerer, who 
lived away off in a den among the mountains^ 
where he hid from the world a great pair of 
horns that grew out, of his temples. Notwith- 
standing his reputation for piety^ ;this horrid old 
fellow was the terror of all the island round, 
being reported to come out from his retreat. 
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and go a man-huiitiiig every dark night. Some 
anonymous Paul Fry, too, coming down the 
moimtdn, once got a peep at his den, and found 
it full of bones. In short, he was a most 
unheard-(^ monster. 

Hie other prodigy Jimmy told tts about, was 
the younger son of a chief, who, although but 
just turned of ten, had entered upon holy orders^ 
because his superstitious countrymen thought 
him especially intended for the priesthood from 
the fact of his ha^uig a qomb onr his head like 
a rooster. But this was not all ; for still more 
wonderfiil to relate, the boy prided himself upon 
diis strange crest, being actually endowed with 
a cock's voice, and ^equently crowu^ over his 
peculiarity. 

But to return to Toby. The moment he saw 
the oki rover on the beadt, he ran up to him, 
the natives following after, and forming a cirde 
round them. 

After welcoming him to tiie shore, Jimmy 
went on to tell him how that he kn^nr aU about 
our having run anvay firom the ship, and being 
among the Typees. Indeed, he had been urged 
by Mowanna to come over to the valley, and 
after visiting his friends there, to bring us back 
with hkn, his lojal master bemg exceedkigfy 
anxious to shaie with him the reward whidi had 
been held out for our capture. GDe,. however, 
assured Toby that he had indignantly q)umed 
the offer. 

All this astonished my comrade not a Httk^ 
as neither of us had entertained the least idea 
that any white man- ever visited the Typees 
sockbly. But Jimmy told* hitn that BUch was 
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the case nevei^eless, although he seldom came 
into the bay, and scarcely ever went back from 
^e beaoh. One of the priests of the valley, in 
some way or otiier connected with an old tattooed 
divine in Nukuheva, was a friend of his, and 
through him he was '^ taboo." 

He said, moreover, that he was sometimes 
employed to come round to the bay, and engage 
fruit for ships lying in Nukuheva. In fact, he 
was now 00 that very ermnd, according to his 
&vm account, having just come across the moun- 
tains by the way of Happar. By fioon of the 
ne3tt iday die fruit would be heaped up in stacks 
on the beach, in readiness for the boats which 
he then intended to bring into the bay. 

Jimmy now asked Toby whether he wished 
to leave the island; if he did, there was a ship 
in want of meh l)ring in the other harbour, and 
he would be glad to take him over, and see him 
on board that very day. 

" No," said Toby, " I cannot leave the island 
unless my comrade goes with me. I left him 
up the valley because they would not let 
him come ^own. Let us go now and fetch 
him." 

" But how is he to cross the mountain with 
us," replied Jimmy, "even if we get him down 
to the beadi ? Better let him stay till to-hibrrow, 
and I will bring him round to Nukuheva in the 
boats." 

"Tliat win never do,*' said Toby ; "but come 
along with me now, and let us get him down 
here, at any rate;" and yielding to the impulse 
of the moment, he 'Started to hurry back into 
the valley. But hardljr was hii back turned/ 
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when a dozen hands were laid on him, and he 
learned that he could not go ^ step £eurther. 

It was in vain that he fou^t with them ; they 
would not hear of his stinrii^ from the beach. 
Cut to the, heart at thi^ ui^expected repulse, 
Toby now conjured the saiJOT to go after me 
alone. But Jimmy repliedi that in the mood 
the Typees tiien were they would not permit 
him so to do, though at U^ same time he was 
not afraid of their o0ering hin;i any hann» 

Little did Toby then think, as he afterwards 
had good reason to suspect that this very Jimmy 
was a heartless villain, who, by his arts, had just 
incited the natives to restrain him as he was in 
the act of going after me. Well must the old 
sailor have known, too, that the natives would 
never cpnsent to our leaving together, and he 
therefore wanted to get Toby off alone, for a 
purpose which he afterwards .made plain. Of 
all this, however, my comrade now knew 
nothing,. 

He was still struggling ynth the islanders when 
[fimmy again c^^ne up to him, and warned him 
against irritating them, saying that he was only 
making matters worse for bo3i of us, and if tbey 
became enraged, theye was no teHing.what mi^t 
happen* At last he majde Toby ^it dovm on a 
bro^ten caijoe by a jnle of stones,! upon winch 
was a, ruinous littl^ slirine supported by four 
upright paddles, and in front partly screened by 
a net^ The fishipg parties n^et Jberft w^ they 
came in from the seg,Jbr their offei^ajg^ were 
laid befpre an ^mage, upon a smootl^ blade j^cme 
within« This spot Jiway saicl was strictly 
"taboo,*' and no one would molest or. come 
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near him while he stayed by ite shadow. The 
old sailor then went off, and began speaking 
very earnestly to Mow-Mow and some other 
chiefs, while all the rest formed a circle roimd 
the taboo place, looking mtently at Toby, and 
talking to each other without ceasing. 

Now, notwithstanding what Jimmy had just 
told him) there presently came np to mycomxade 
an old iRToman, who seated herself beside him 
on the canoe. 

"Typee Motarkee?" said she. '^Motarkee 
nuefe," said Toby. . : 

She tiieo asked him whether he was going to 
Nnkitheira ; he nodded ye^ ; and with a plaintive 
wail spd'hec eyesfiilmg with teans she rOse and 
lefthim. ' . - . 

Hins' old woman, ^e sailor afterwanis said, 
was th^ wife of an aged king of a small Inland 
valley^ comtnankating by a deep pass with the 
country of the Typees. The inmates of the two 
valleys were rdaited to each other by bloody and 
were known by the same name. The old woman 
had gdne down ihto the Typee valley the day 
before, and was now,, with three chiefs, her soiis^ 
cm a visit to her kinsmen. 

As the old Jding's wi£e left him, Jimmy again 
came up to Toby, and told him that he hod just 
talked the whde matter over with the natives, 
and there was only one course for him to follow^ 
They would not allow him to go back into die 
valley, and harm would certainly come to both 
him and me, if he remained mudt longer on tiie 
beiachw *^So," said he, " you and I had better 
go to Nukuhevanow overland, and to-morrow I 
wiU. bring Tommo, as they call him, by water? 
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they have pr6mised t6 cairyJhim down €o &e 
sea for me early in the momingy so that thete 
will be no delay*'* 

« No, no," said Toby desperatfely, " I will not 
leave him that viay ; we niiist escape together/* 

'^ Then there 'y& no hope for yon/' exxdaiined 
the' iailbr^ <*far if I leave yoii here .on the 
beach, as soon as I am gone you will be carried 
back iirto the valley, mod then neither of yoa 
^ill ever look upon the sea again." And with 
many oaths he swore that if he would only go 
to Nukuheva with him that day, he would be 
sure to have me theire tiie very.next morning. 

*'But hov^do.you knpl7 theywill: being binl 
down, to the beach, tc^morrow, when ithey will 
not do so to-day ?" said Toby. But the sailoc 
had -mtoy reasons, all^ of 'wl^di were so mixed 
up withf&e n^steriou^ tustonKr.of the islandeis^ 
that he was npne the wii^ec Indeed, their coDf 
ductj ({specially in prcK^ntmg hnn from oetumii^ 
into jdie tdlley, was^absduteiy uolaocountable to 
him; andadd^d. to everything else, was the 
bitter lieflectton, that die old. sailor^ after iall, 
mi^:pbssibly be. daii^evnng bun. :And tinen 
again he had to think of me, leit^ alone with 
^e natives^ tod by iio means wdi ! If he went 
widi Jimmy, he might at least hope to procure 
som^ relief for me: But mig^t niot Ihe savages, 
whohadtacted so stEangdy^ hiirry me off aoiie^ 
where' before ^hisi return? Then, eiien if he 
reaoiained, perhaps they would rmotf let: him go 
back into the! valley where I was^ ' • 

Thtisf per|)lbxQd'was my poor comrade; he 
knewnot \d3i2it:!to/d<^:and hi3>C(HnB^e0aa qiirit 
iwis of no' use to him. now; Ttere'hjEi wafe,.ali 
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by Mmself, seated tipon Idie broken canoe-T-^*tfa6 
natives grouped aroondhim at a distance, anx| 
cyeirifgliim more and mcwe fixedly. ' 

<*It is getting late," said Jiinmy, who was 
standing behind the test* " Nukiihevais far off, 
and I cannot ctoss the Happar country by. night; 
You se6 iiow it is : if yoa come along witlun^; 
all wiJl be wefl ; if you do not, d^ehd^ upon it^ 
neithier of you will ever osca^J* 

** There is no help for ity said Toby, at last, 
with a heavy hfeart, ** I will have to trust you ; " 
and he came out from the shadow of the little 
shrine, and cast a long look up the valley. 

** Now keep tlose to my side,''' said Ae siilor, 
•• and leit us be moving quidtly." Tinor and 
Fay a way here appeared; the kmd-heartBdi old 
woman embrachig Toby's knees^ and giving way 
to a flood of tears ; while Fayaway, hardly dess 
moved, spoke some f«w wot ds of English she 
had learned, ahd held ttp three fiangers before 
him— ^in so many days he would return. 
• At kst Jimmy pulled' Toby out of the crowd, 
and after calling to a young Typee who wad 
standirig bywith a young pig in his arms, all 
thriee started for tiie mountains. 
' " I have toM them t^t you are coming bade 
agaih,'^ said the old fellow, laughing, as they 
begin the accent, '*bilt theyll have to wait a 
long time." Toby turned, and saiv the -natives 
ai in motion^ — the girls waving their tappasin 
adieu, and the men thedt spears. As tiie last 
figure entered the grove with one aftn xajsed, 
and the three fingers i^read, his heart smdte ifim. 

As the. natives had at last consented to his 
gomg, it might have been that some of them; at 
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least, really counted lipoo his speedy retmn, 
probably supposing^ as itkleed be bad tpld them 
when they were comiogdoi^ the valleys that his 
ODly obyect in leaving them was to p-ocure the 
medicines I n^seded. This Jimmy also must have 
tokl them. And as they had done befpre, "when 
my comrade^ to oblige «ie, started pa his perilous 
journey to Nukuheva, th^ looked l^>on me, in 
his absence, as one of two in$eparable friends 
whd was a.sute guatatity for the other's return. 
This is only my o^ suppositipo, however, for 
as to all their strange conduct, it is still a 
mystery. 

^^ You see what sort of a taboo man I am," said 
the sailor, after for some timOisilently following 
the path wtAch led up the mountain* ** Mow* 
Mow made me a pesent of this pig here» and the 
man who camesit will gp jight through Happar, 
and down infx> Nukuh^ with us. So long as 
he stays by me be i3 safe, and just so it will be 
with you, and to-moirow with Tcnnma Cheer 
up, then, and rely upon me, you will see him in 
the morning." 

The ascent of the mountain was notvery diffi- 
cult, owing to its being pear to the sea, where thq 
islanid ri^es are compaiatiy^ly low ; the padi, 
too, was a fine one, so that in a short time 
all three were $tanding on the summit with 
the two valleysat their ieet» Therwhite cascades 
maxking the green head of the Typee valley 
tot caught Toby's qre^ Marheyo's house could 
easily be traced by them. 

As Jimmy led the w^y along the ridge, Toby 
observed tiihat the valley of 3ie H^ppars did 
not extend near so far inland as that of the 
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Typees. This accocuoted for our mistake inr 
entering the latter valley aswe lUuL 

The path leading down from the mountain 
was soon seen, and, following it, the party were 
in a short time fairly in tiae bsLppy YaUey. 

"Now," said Jimmy, as they hurried On, *'we 
taboo men have wives in ail the bays, and I am 
going to show you the two I have here/' 

So, when they c came to the house ^ere he 
said they lived-^-^hich was close by the base of 
the mountain in a^ shady nook among the groves 
— he went in, and was quite furious at finding it 
empty— the ladies had gone out However^ 
they soon made their appearance, aiid, to tell the 
truth, welcomed Jimmy quite cordiallyj as weD as 
Toby, about whom they were very inquisitive. 
Nevertheless, as the report of their arrival 
spread, and the Happars began to assemble,' 
it became evident tlmt the appearance of a 
white stranger among them was not by any 
means deemed so wonderful an event as in 
the neighbouring valley. 

The old sailor, now bade his wives prepare 
something to eat, as he must be in Nukuheva 
before daik. A meal of fish, bread-fruit, and 
bananas was accordingly served up^ the party 
regaling themselves on the mats, in the midst 
of a numerous company. 

The Happars put many questions to Jimmy 
about Toby ; and Toby himself looked sharply 
at them, anxious to recognise the fellow who 
gave him the wound from which he was sUU 
suffering. But this fiery gentleman, so handy 
udth his spear, had the delicacy, it seemed, to 
keep out of view. Certainly the sight of him 
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would not have been any added inducement 
to making a stay in the valley^— some of the 
afternoon hrangors ia Happar having politely 
uirged Tohy to spend a few days wkh them— ^ 
there was a feast Goming on. . He» howeveii 
declined, 

.. AU this while the- young Typee stuck to 
Jimmy like bis ^adow, and though as lively a 
dag as any of his tifibe> he.was now as meek as 
a lamb, ndvec opening. bis nsoiith except to eat. 
Aldabough some of the H^ppars looked queerly 
at him» others were xooxe dviVaod seemed de- 
mons of taking him abroad .and showing him 
the valley. But the Typee. wa9 not to be cajoled 
in. that way. How mai^y yards he would have 
to remove from Jimmy brfore* the taboo would 
be powerless it would be hia:d to tell^ but pro- 
bably he himself knew to a fntctioo. 

On the promise of a ised cotton handkerchief; 
and something else which^he kept secret, this 
poor fellow bad undertaken a rather ticklish 
journey, though, as far. as Toby could ascer- 
tain, it was demising that had never happened 
before. ' < 

The island-ptnch — aiva — ^was. brought in at 
the conclusion of the repast, and passed round 
in.a shallow c^hasb^ . ^ 

Now my comrade, while seated in the Happar 
house!, began to feel more^troubled than evet at 
leaving me; i£ideed,isc( sad did he feel that he 
talked about going back ^to the valley, and 
wanted Jimmy to escort hiiti as iieu: as the. moun- 
tains. But the. sailor would not listen, to him, 
and, by way of diverting his thoughts, pmssed 
him to drink of the arva. Knowing its luuxiotic 
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nature^ he Tef&ed ; b\A Jimvtty said he would 
have somednng mixed with it which would con- 
vert it into an innocent beverage that wauld 
inq)trit them for tiie rest of their journey. So 
at last he was induced to drink of it,, and its 
effects were just as the sailor had predicted; 
his spirits rose at . once, and all his glooimy 
thoughts left him. 

The old rover now began to reveal his true 
characier, though he was hardly suspected at 
the time. " If I get you off to a ship," said he^ 
•*you will surely give a poor fellow something 
for saving you." In short, before they left th» 
house, he made Toby promise that he- would 
give him five Spanish dollars if he succeeded in 
getting any part of his \<^ages advtoeed fromithe 
vessel, aboard of which they were going |> Toby^ 
moreover, engaging to reward hinj still further^ 
as soon as my^ddi/ve^^ance was acdonipUshed* 

A Httle while after this they r started again» 
accompanied by many of tiie nativcls, and going 
up the valley, tbok a steep path near its head^ 
which led to Nukuheva. Here the Happats 
paused, and watdied diem a» tisey ascended .th$ 
mountain, one group of bandit4oc^ing: fellows 
i^haking their spears and casting; threatening 
daiices at the. poor Typee, whose heart as weli 
Bs heels seemed much die lighter when he cam0 
to look down upon them. ^ 

On gaining the heights once more, thdr way 
ted ior a thneaiong; sev^rdU lidges covered with 
enormous fdms. At last, they entered upon' a 
wobded tractt, land here they oveitodc a party 
of Niikaheva.iDatives, well ianaed, and >catryiog 
bundle of loctg poU& Jimn:^, seemed; to knov 
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them all very well, ah9 stoppM for a while, and 
had a talk about the •* Wee-Wees," as the peo{^e 
of Nttkuheva call the Monsienrs. 

The patty with the poles were King Mowanna's 
men, and by his orders they had been gathering 
them in the ravines for his allies the French. 

Leaving these fellows to trudge on with thdr 
loads, Toby and his companions now pushed 
forward again, as the ^un was already low in the 
West They catne Upon the valleys of Nukuheva 
on one side of the bay, whei^e the highlands 
dope oflf into the sea. The men-of-war were 
still lying in tiie hart)Oilr, and as Toby looked 
down upon them,^ the strange events which had 
happened so recently seemed all a dreanu 

l^y soon descended towards the beach, and 
found themselves in Jimmy's house before it was 
well ddrk. Here he received another welcome 
from his .Nxdcuheva wives, and after some xe- 
ft'eshments in the shape of cocoa-nut milk and 
poee-pioee, they entered a canoe (the Typee, of 
course, ^oing along) and paddled off to a whale- 
ship which was anchored neat the i^ore. This 
was the vessel in want of men. Our own had 
sailed some time before. The captain jmto 
fessed great pleasure at Bering Toby, but 
thought, from his exhajc^ted appearancey that 
he must be unfit for diit)r. However, he agreed 
to ship him, as well as his comrade, as soon as 
he shotild anxve. 

Toby begged hard for an armed, boa^ iii 
whidi to go round to Typee and rescue me, 
notwithstanding the promised of Jimmy. Bc^ 
this the ciptain w^d not hear of, jand told lum 
to have patience, for the sail6r would be fidthful 
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tQ hi^ word. When, too; fac demsihded the 
:6ye silver dolkrs for Jimmy, the captain was 
vtiwiUiog tO' give them. But Toby insisted upon 
i:ty as be now began ta think limt Jimmy mijght 
be a mere mercenary, who would be sure to 
prove fahhless if not well paid. Accordingly, he 
not only gave Mm the. money, but took oare to 
assiiure him, ovet and over again, that as soon ai 
he brpug^ me aboard he would recdvef a still 
latger sum. ^ . . 

Befcare sunrise the next day, Jimmy and tihie» 
Typ6e started in tWo of the ship's boats, which 
were manned by tabooed natives. - Toby, of 
course, wto all eagerness td go along, but flie' 
sailor tc^d him that if he^ did, it would spoil all*^ 
so, hard as it was, he was obliged to remain^ 

Towards., evening he ^was dh the' watch, 
and descried the boats turning the head- 
land and entering ^ the bay. He strained his 
eyes, and thought, he saw me; but I was- not 
there. Descending from the mast almost diso 
tracted, he grappled Jimmy as he struck the 
deck, shouting in a voice that startled Mm, 
"Where is.ToBMUO?". The old fellow faltered; 
but soon recovering,, did all he could to sootiie 
him, assuring him tJiat it had proved to be im- 
possible to get nie down to the shore that 
morning ; assigning many pdausible reasons, and 
adding that early on the morrow he was going 
to visit the bay again in a French boat, when^ 
if he did not find me on the beach — ^as this time 
he certainly expected to — he would march right 
back into the valley, and carry me away at all 
hazards. He, however, again refused to allow 
Toby to accompany him. 
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Now, situated as Toby was, his sole depen- 
dence for the present was upon tbis Jimmy, and 
tiierefore he was fain to comfort himself as well 
as he could wbb what the old sailor bad told 
him. 

The next mbming, however, he had the satis* 
Action of seemg the French boat start with 
Jimmy in it ** To-night, then, I will see him," 
thought Toby j but many a long day passed 
before he ever saw Tommo again. Hardly was 
the boot out of si^t; when the captain came 
fbrvard and ordered the anchor to be weighed; 
be ^as g6ing to sea. ^ 

• Vain were all Tobjr's^ ravings — they were 
disr^;ai)ded; and when he came to hknself the 
sails weie set, and the ship fast leaving the land. 
, . • • **Oh!i^'. said he to ^le at our meeting, 
**'what sleepless nights were mine. Often I 
started from my hammock, dreamit^ you were 
before me, and upbraiding me for leaving you 
on the island." 

There is little more to. be related. Toby left 
this vessel at New Zealand, and after some 
fiirtiier adventures; arrived home in less than 
two yieats after leaving' the Marquesas. He 
always thought of me as dead— and I had every 
teaser to suppose that he too was no more; 
but a strange meeting was in store for us, one 
which made Toby's heart all the lighter. 
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NOTE. 

The author was more than two years In the South 
Seas, after escaping from the valley, as recounted in the 
last chapter. Some time after returning home the fore- 
going narrative was published, though it was little 
thought at the time that this would be the means of 
rev^ng the existence of Toby, who had long been 
given up for lost. But so it proved. 

The story of his escape supplies a natural sequel to the 
adventure, and as such it is now added to the volume. 
It was related to the author by Toby himself, not ten 
days since. 

New York, July, 1846. 
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MELVILLE AND' 
THE MAilQUBSAS 

Ha?IKO occasion recently to stody the subject 
of SoiUh Sea Islands in' generd^ aitd die Mar^ 
quesas in particular, I came across the works 
of Herman Melville, till then (I confess it to my 
$bame) unknown to me.. As others have done 
befote, I fell instai^ly under his spell; he gaVe 
^e a keen and compficated pleasure, and, as 
J thought, a vastiamoiint of curious informations 
I was Uierefore both sur^^ised and disappointed 
when I found h^ was not generally accepted as 
an authority upcm the subject; and that his 
xixaie wits usually dismissed with a shrug*^ 
chatmbg? perhaps; but reliable ?-^-oh, a mere 
r(>itiancerl At first, I did not feel able to 
question the justice of this verdict; but when 
path /sacceisive book that came into my bandsi 
tr^ting of Foi3mesia and the Marquesas, con 
robotatcd first one; then another, of Melville's 
statements ; when I found that the more I read^ 
th6 more constantly his facts were repeated and 
confirmed*-^! ! grew to resent the injustice that 
bad been dcme to him, and to feel that " Typee '^ 
aftd its . author deserved a far ■ more serious 
cJonsidcration th^n they usually obtain. 
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Melville s Reliability. 

No doubt Melville is himself responsible, in 
part, for the uncertain value placed upon his 
writings ; he gives only the most elusive indi- 
cations as to the light in which we are to regard 
them. Anp his books ihdeed the output of a 
romancer, who shows, us ;SQmething " more life- 
like than life," which nevfer Kved save in his 
own imagination? Or are they the record of 
his personal and actual experience ; or a blend 
of tbe two ? . We do not definitely know : peF' 
haps^ indeed,, Melville himself might not have 
found h alto^etiiL^ easy to day. He was, indeed, 
the hero df " Typee " in so far, that he arrived 
at NukuheVa in 1842; when tbe French had just 
8d:^ed the island; and^dogag with a companiooi 
deserted from bis ship, fled into the ixU:erior, 
and was detaixied for some months amongst the 
natives. We know, too,. that he actually went 
afterwards to Tab^ti» and spen:t some months 
wandering on that island; and it is placed on 
record in a 'volume pubUshed in .^erica in 
1849, tha!t the original of "Dr. Long Ghost" in 
" Omoo " was then living and. had recognised*^ 
indignantly — his own portrait It xoay be, 
therefore, that Mehevl.and Fayavmywere also 
drawn from life. But, on the other hand, we 
have to remember that Mehrille did not write 
down the record of his experiaices till after his 
return to America, several years lalter than the 
date of **Typee;" and as he himself tells us, 
<« every occurrence has been put down from simple 
recoUecti^ The frequency, however, iHth 
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which these incidents have been verbaHy related, 
has tetided to stamp them upon the memory." 
True j but we have heard of a childish game 
where a sentence repeated by a number of 
persons, becomes changed beyond recognition ; 
and so here, imagination may have helped to 
colour pictures that in memory alone had faded. 
Hoi?ever^ the matter is unimportant. There 
are but ^w of us who desire to know how iisur 
fayaway is idealised; and as for Tommo's 
captivity ahd escape, they do hot need to be 
true to be entertaining. The only question that 
we have a reasonable cause to ask, is this: 
Melville, in the name of his hero (who. is him* 
-self), draws ibr us d picture of the islanders and 
their life and surroundings^ which he offers to 
us as t^ truth. A^^e we to accept its^s such — 
or not? 

Well, let us see how the MarqucSans appeared 
to others who hate known them both- before 
and since the date of Melville's " Typee." 

General Description. 

In the d^ep and narrow valleys of Nukuheva, 
the idanders dwelt in tribes, or clans, under 
their s^isite chiefs, who recognised no king 
or supreme authority. Consequently each tribe 
was usually' at war with its neighbours, from 
whom it was separated by the high grassy spurs 
that ran between the valleys and belonged to 
no man ; it was only in the fertile hollows along 
the river beds that from times prehistoric the 
tribes had made their home. Fertile they were 
indeed ; the vegetation was superb, and life wa^ 
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aasy in iht midst of bread^^tuit aod banana, 
cocoaopalmS) phims, and a dozen other delicious 
folks. Neajily all the vaileTS sloped down to 
the sea, Tvfaerefi^iites abundant; vildpigswcKe 
plentiful, and their flesh, fed as they mainly were 
on cocoa-nuts, was ddicious* Sqarcci seaaons 
were oertainly not unknownr^^-even now the 
Maxqiiesan is apt to go hungry if the t^read-^fniit 
failsw^tiut'ordinarily there was ample food to be 
had without labour, for diat number of people 
the Talley could siq)porti And that nutnbcr^ so 
far as we know or can guess of the p^t, was 
never exceeded. Yet the people in earlier days 
appear to have been free from disease^ and theit 
physical perfection was a byword; the popi^ 
lation was not then^ as now, diminishing intii 
appalling rapidity. How wa^ it .that each tcibe 
contrived to fit itself so nicely — ^not for a^year or 
two, or a lifetime, but for generations. we cannot 
reckon-^to its narrow hoifae? 

Cannibalism. 

Well, the answer is an ugly one, and we 
cannot avoid it; there were, perhaps, same 
minor causes, but all connected with, or der 
pendent tipoh, cannibalism. It is & r^er le^ 
pulsive subjtet, but we eannot. depict or imagine 
the :Marquesas without it; in a: picture where 
the ^adows are so black, it would be absurd to 
try. to pass tkem off as. grey.. > As, a. matter of 
fact, Mclvillebarely does justice to j&e.xeputaf 
tion of the Marquesans, whether of Typee or 
Happar (Hapa-a); they lirere periiapslthB most 
thorough-goii?g man-caters of die Padfic?, and it 
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ha^.been put oh recdrd by several writers that 
they " ate human- flesh for mere pleasure in: it." 
Melville himself disbelieves this, and it might 
be as difficult to prove as to disprove; but 
cannibals they imdoUbtedly were, if indeed on 
occasion they are not cannibals still. Only ^ 
few^yeairs back we are told of an offender killed 
and eaten : " Under the eyes of the French they 
did not dsLve to hold a public festival. The body 
was accon&gly divided ; and eve'ry man retired 
to his own house to consummate the rite in 
secret, qanrying his proportion of the dreadful 
meat in a Swedish mateh-boxJ^ 

I wish I could at least state in their favour 
that it was only the stranger and the enemy who 
was the victim, and that the tribesman was safe 
in bis own tribe* But I fear the evidence is 
against it, in spite of Melville and other writers 
who incline to this belief. The captive and the 
killed, in intertribal warfare, which was more or 
less continuous; the imwary foreigner landing 
on the coast of penetrating into the valleys, 
were doubtiess the usual victims, and were eaten 
either sacrifidally or as a consummation of 
vengeance. But in times of scJarcity none were 
«afe» Krusenstem says that "the men then 
batcher their wives and. children and aged 
parents ;" and elsewhere there is a horrible fao- 
ture of the priests, fed sd constamly on human 
sacrifices that they had no appetite for other 
foocL And to come down to our own times: 
besides the case a^eady quoted, we hear of a 
-ami living in Hiva*oa scHSue twenty years ago 
who confessed bis faevourite tit-bit to have been 
the Imman hand ; of a woman who. is said tr 
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have cau&ed her husband to be killed and eaten 
— and shared the meal — because she was tired 
of him; of a. man, till recently in the French 
service, who was the hero of a story so horrible 
that I forbear to repeat it* These things hap* 
pened within the memory of our own geneiatioiu 
Tnily, Melville in no wise exaggerated the cus- 
toms of Typee ! 

Cannibalism was also, of course, very closely 
connected with the Marquesan religion* We 
have not much really authentic knowledge of 
their rites and ceremonials, but it. is probable 
that the temple orgies were strictly confined to 
the priests and fighting-men. No women r^iared 
them^ save such as held chiefs rank; for we 
know thai the templds and "holy places" were 
forbidden to be entered by women. . And these 
temples themselves are perhaps our only record 
of the dim and mysterious Polynesian past. 

Native Temples. 

Almost until the present day, the smaller and 
more recently used of these temples, or ^^pae^piu 
tapui' still stood near every village exactfy as 
Melville describes them ; men still live who have 
seen them m use, and who have watdied them 
fall into decay. Where they have not bewi 
pulled down and wholly destroyed, we can still 
make out their form and |^an ; they are built on 
just such a platform or pae^pae (Melville spells 
it, as usual incorrectly, " pi-J*") as the ordinary 
Marquesan house, though of course immensely 
larger. Sometimes the stone terraces at die end 
''an still be traced, where once the idols were 
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ranged ; and about the central space there may 
still be some remains of the priests' lodgings. 
But these pac-pae tapu are of yesterday; they 
are amazing enough in the midst of a people so 
idle and little-skilled as the Marquesans^ yet they 
are as nothing Gompa<red to the gigantic ruins 
which date from a prehistoric past. One of 
these Melville describes; but here and else- 
where in the Pacific others have seen them, 
and marvelled also. 

They are usually buried in thick woods, the 
remains of sacred groves.- Wherever they may 
be, there is a striking similarity in their plan^ 
their style of building, even in their measure* 
ments ; we covdd believe them , built for the 
cer^nonies of the same faith and priesthood, of 
the same people, a people that either exists no 
longer, or is decayed out of all likeness to its 
past. And yet these ruins are found thousands 
of miles apart, and scattered over the wastes of 
the Pacific Everywhere they are, roughly 
speaking, the same ; an enclosure, sometimes no 
longer to be well distinguished ; huge terraces of 
Cyclopean stones, raised one upon the other, here 
against a hillside, there in a long-shaped pyramid. 
The blocks of stone are uncemented^ but laid so 
truly that many have declared them to be hewn 
and chiselled ; and their dimensions are amazing* 
Those that Melville quotes are equalled and 
surpassed elsewhere; and yet the Polyne^ans 
of to^iay do not work in stone, and seem to be 
utterly incapable of sudi heroic labours. MeU 
vUle*s^ ^^fae^oi tttffu'^ is 300 feet in length. 
The terraces of Atehuru, in Tahiti, were 270 
feet long, 94 feet wide at the foot, and 50 fee 
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high. In Pitcaim Island the ruins are similat 
ami aa large ; in Rapa, the hills that slope inland 
from the sea are faced with stone and shax)ed 
into stupendous steps. In Huahlne (of the 
Windwards) there is a terraced temple built 
beside a road magnificently paved with huge 
blodcs of storte ; in Ponapl, Uie ruins of Nan- 
matal might be the work of giants. Built in a 
shall6w lagoon and intersected by waterways, 
here is a city in itself; there are temples, tombs, 
perhaps palaces— who can say? — on the Same 
extraordinary scale. One of them ** rises on a 
base 6 feet high by 2^0 feet long and 230 feet 
broad, to a height of 30 feet; " its walls are 10 
feet thick and composed of basalt columns. 
And finally in' Easter Island We meet again with 
the same huge steps or terraces, peopled still 
by their ancient and mysterious idol^.; Many 
of ttiem indeed have been thrown down, and 
many lie unfinished in the (Quarries on the high 
slopes of the mountain whence they were lowered 
by cables ; but " even now they are reckoned at 
several hmidreds; their height is nearly 50 feet, 
while in one case llie width across the shoulders 
is 10 feet.^ In a recent b6ok of travel it is 
noted that at two o'dock in the afternoon, a party 
of thirty persons could stand easily in die shade 
cast by a skigle idol. Perhaps just such idols 
AS' thes^, with the same grave feces' of an un- 
known type and mce, oncef sat on the terriu^ 
of the temples of NukiiheVa ; peiiiaps they too, 
like those in faster li^land, wete caiVed wiA 
hieroglyphids and crowned with strange diadems. 
Wliynot? The Easter Islanders bfto-dkylmow 
no more than the Marquesans^f the arts of 
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writing or of stone*cutting; and neither possess 
even a tradition concoming their roins^^unleiss^ 
ind^d, as Melville says^that they wdre** built 
by the gods." 

Tafu. 

I have said liiat fropi all temples the women 
of the trit>e were excluded, by.th© actiooi of that 
anddnt and mysterious law of tafu^ of which 
we j-eally know and understand so £ttle. It has 
been defined as ^**:originally the expression of 
the traditional laws of religion, caste, and sex ; '' 
and we are told diat the priests, chiefe,- and 
fighting-men of the tribe made up the tc^; or 
as one might translate it, the sacred or noble 
class^ Only the tapu went to heaven, or the 
Marquesan' '^land of souls;" only the tapu 
shared in the temple corgies and' sacrificesi 
Women, save those of chifef s rank, were not 
tapu; neither were "their male attendants, or 
any singers or dancers." We have heard of 
iapn dedared most wisely to preserve the breadi- 
fruit trees after a bad season ; or to protect the 
devil-fish which were becoming scarce upon 
the reef; or in other ways acting visibly for the 
good of the commtinityi' In very early days 
the missionary ships made tise of it to secure 
themselves from intrusion on Sundays; and in 
another volume we find the ship laid under tapu 
at the captain's request, t6 keep the native 
women from swimming off and demoralizing the 
crew. But very often we cunnot evenunder-* 
stand how or why it should e^dst, or how it came 
that so arbitrary a power has established itself 
all over the South Seas* The Marquesan, fc 
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instancci lived and died in an endless com- 
plication oitapu ; it was no wonder tiiat Melville 
never fathomed its confusion. And it is easy to 
discover (long before he tells us the fact) that 
he himself was tapu ; probably it was declared 
by Mehevi on the first arid ceremonial visit to 
the Ti, when Tommo w^s carried home again 
preceded by natives carrying spears tif^d with 
pennons of tapa^ which in some islands form^ 
£dong with braided coc6a*leaflets, the marie of 
tapn. But I cannot even enumerate the forms 
of itsthat have been recorded, and of whidi only 
a few are described or mentioned in ^ Typee ; " 
it must be added, however, that if " much was 
forbidden to men, there was very little permitted 
to women." On them tapuy^y heaviest ; I have 
already said tiidy could not enter the temples 
nor share then: ceremonials, and they were shut 
out even from ih^ pa^ae, or platform on whidi 
every Marquesan house is built, and which is 
the ** place of the men." Even tiie steps that 
led to it might not be ufeed by a woman. They 
were not allowed to eat with men, nor from the 
same utensils, nor of f()od cooked at the same 
fire ; they might not walk on a load that men 
had made, nor cro$s by a bridge that men had 
built ; were forbidden to ride on a man's saddle, 
or to enter any sort of canoe ; were debarred 
from so much that it would be easier to count 
up the few things they might do, than the 
many they mi^t not* It is, strange, and a 
queer commentary on tapu^ that there should 
have been between Marquesan men and women 
at once an intercourse so promiscuous and a 
^ife $0 straitly set apart^ 
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General Afomiityh 

Indeed, I am afraid, it must be allowed that in 
^;{^ respect Melville imdercolours the picture be 
paints for us ; his Typees are undeniably moxe 
respectable in their morals than Marquesans have 
ever tried-— or desired— to be. For there is no 
use in blinking the fact ; civilisation is often said 
to have carrupted the native, but in this case he 
can have learnt litlde that. he did not know and 
{Practise already. I do: not wish to oiter into 
unsavomy details; but abortion and ioCEinticide 
a:ppear to hitve be6n as un]5^er9al and undeniable 
as caimibalism Itself, and must, have had much 
to do with the tribe's. adjustment to its chosen 
vallejr. We cannot be quite sure even to jvhat 
extent marriage was recognised among them. 
True, We are often told that it ¥^sas common to 
find a wife with two husbands, and we know 
that this existed tin recently, and perhaps is not 
unknown still; only a score of years ago a 
native lay pried: mentioned his motixer's mtmge 
with the dry comment, " i^est ma JtoH^^ But it 
does not follow that manriage was a regular 
relation, or considered binding, TwjO fects 
alone are certain : few diildren wete allowed to 
come aUve into the world, and of those few 
many were instantly despatched out of it; and 
from: the earliest days to the latest^ Marquesan 
women have had the evil repsutation of beii^ 
" the worst in the Pacific." I can only hint at 
old stories of the whaling (Jays, most of diem 
too offensive to be repeated; but I may relatf 
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perhaps, a quaint narrative more than a hundred 
years old, which gives a good deal of insight 
into the habits of the people. It is an account 
of the landing of a young missionary, very 
much against his will, on one of die South Mar- 
qiiesaS) I' forget which j and here I may add 
that it is the only case lof "backing out" we 
meet with amidst very much of heroism. The 
natives were ready to be kind to Inm, and had 
prepared a house to w}iich he: was escorted; 
and as the chief was starting^ on an expeditionf 
into the interior, he left him his wife, thai the 
y6ung man " mi^ not be lonely in his absence." 
In horror and oonsterhation tiie offer was re« 
fused ; and the wife, feeling deeply htirt>at mdtk 
a slight, carried the tak to her sisters, who 
found it do indxplicablb that in the deep of the 
hight they visited the sleeping mis^ohary; and 
proceeded to certain curious invest^ationsj 
Whereupon Mr. H-~-^ atose and fled ftcmi 
"'pewBons capable tfi such wickedness ; instead" 
•— ^s the chronicler drily adds-^" of paiceiving 
the sore need they were in to be; taught better." 
... To :the beach he ran as best^he might, 
dragging his chest aft^r tmn j sittipg upon it 
through tiie dark houins in, ^ I iraagine,^ a frantic 
state of terror, and plunging at* daybreak into 
the woods: when the natives came down to loot 
his possessions. He ^as ultimately hauled off 
by a: rope titfoiigh the surf, and arrived at tiie 
sfep ^itt mufch sorenfess of body and spirit."* 
We may concise, I * think, that ' he^ renounced 

, * T^is story is narrated in •* A Missionary Voyage to 
the Sbuthern Pacific Ocean performed in the years 1796! 
"797, 1798,** Londdn, 1798. ' ' ^ 
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the idea of missionary work, .at any r^te in that 
particular island. 

Adtfptim, 

At the same time, the practice of "lending 

a wife " is too widespread to be exactly branded 

as "immoral," and Is rather to be classed 

with such custpin3 as adoption, so: common 

in the >larquesasr though M^viUe btoely 

filludes tp it. Perhaps ijt ojigimted, ds in 

Samoa, in a curipus and conaplf<pated form of 

barter ; perhaps it wa^ mexely the result of the 

limited biith-rat;e# At any rate it was wide* 

spread, and has not yet died out; in the case 

t>f adults it is extant in the form of a sort of 

♦' blood-brpthership," and children are often 

adopted at or before their birth, when I under* 

stand it is the adoptive par^];kts, and not the 

real^ who observe the usual rites dnd regulations 

The result of such a system is at least suggested 

by Melville, who speaks of uwreiMcd "boys 

and girls" growing up tc^ether in the same 

house, and suflSciently indicates what it led to. 

Perhaps, howeveri, it really did not . matter very 

pauch, aj:K}, would have come to tbQ samein the 

end. For, though we hear little of si^h a thing 

in " Type^," it has been declared, and by many, 

Jhat the Marquesan is " as hopelessly immoral, 

as ^e is co^istitutionally irreligious." After some 

iafty yeaiTS of training and example an excellent 

French prie^ declared, " They wear clothes to 

please us; Jhey gave up eating human flesh to 

please us ; they con^e to church and are baptized, 

always to please us; but religion, they have 
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none; they are not able to conceive what it 
means." And the same verdict is given by the 
sisters in charge of the girls' school at Hatiheu; 
" the moment they leave us it is all gone, all 
forgotten/' 

Domestic Life. 

There is still oile aspect of the Marquesans 
of which we have not spoken, and it is the one 
of which Melville himself has naturally most to 
say ; I mean their domestic life — ^if, indeed, that 
be not a misnomer in the case of a people who 
practised so few domestic duties. Where mar- 
riage was so ill defined and other relations so 
easy, where children were so few and labour of 
any serious sort unknown, where the temple and- 
its ceremonials and so much else was strictly 
confined to raen, there must always have been 
very little left for the women to do. True, we 
know that the making of tapa (save for the 
priests' wear) was in their hands, but it was not 
the elaborate process that prevailed in Tahiti 
and Hawaii, where queens designed and were 
proud to carry otit the decoration of it ; in the 
Marquesas it was generally worn uncokmred and 
unadorned. Again, their food may be said to 
have grown ready to their hand, in the superb 
fertility of their tropical valleys ; it needed no 
more than to be plucked, prepared, or preserved, 
according to the season. Even in this, for 
reasons of tapu, the women had but a limited 
part ; while in the hardest labour of the island 
life — the " making of fire "—they appear to hare 
had ho part at all. 
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Food. 

Melville telU us, in minute detail, of the food 
that was served to hitn, though he mentions but 
a few of .the fruits that grow in the Marquesas 
Tatv does not seem to .bare been cultirated 
there to any extent, perhaps because^ it was too 
much trouble, or possibly because of the absence 
oC:aUuvial fats* But the two staple foodis of the 
South Seas, the bread-fruit and the cocoa-palm, 
flourished there in perhaps greater perfection 
than is found elsewhere. It is impossible to 
add to his description of the bread-fruit, which 
is confirmed, but unsurpassed, by any other 
writer ; and as to the cocoa-nut, I feel inclined 
to turn from " Jack ashore to Jack afloat," and 
quote from Melville himself, in another of his 
volumes. '* The blessings it confers, are incal- 
culable. Year after year the islanders repose 
beneath its shade, both eating and drinking of 
its fruit ; he thatches his hut with its boughs, 
and weaves them into baskets to carry his food ; 
he cools himself with a fan platted {sic) from the 
young leaflets, and ^lields bis head from the sun 
by a bQPnet of the leaves ; sometimes he clothes 
himself with the cloth-like substance which wmps 
round the base of the stalks, whose elastic rods, 
strung with Alberts, are used as a taper; the 
larger nuts, thinned and polished, furnished him 
wi£ a beautiful goblet ; the smaller ones, with 
bowls for his pipes; the dry husks kindle his 
fires; their fibres are twisted into fishing-lines 
and cords for his canoes ; he heals his wounds 
with a balsam compounded from the juice of thr 
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nut ; and with the oil extracted from its meat, 
he embalms the bodies of his dead." And 
even this is not exhaustive; pages might be 
filled with' the part it j^yied in itligious and 
tribs^ oeiremonieS) in tte building of hotises, in 
the feshioning of pad«Ues md spears, I will, 
bowerver^ 'be loercbbl, a(nd add nd more than 
two examples of the cocoa-nut in surgery and 
medfdne: in l^e former, a bfoken skull was 
mended (and generally with success \) by in- 
Siertnig a piece of the sh^l; whil^ as a speci- 
men of the island therapeutics, a patient with a 
headache was made to drink tiie juice of the 
nut, and then stand on^ Ins head for a stated 
time I 

' 'Native Houses. 

I have said that the Marquesan Ivoman had 
few domestic duties \ I should have added that 
the native house was not of ^ kind that demanded 
much attention;. Aias, it is now being sup<bfseided 
by "the European article," built of inatch-bbard- 
ing and adorned with toy doors and windows 
(as many of them as posiiWe), which, fortunately, 
are never closed ; bm alongside cf this flife ntative 
house still exists uttchangedalid primitke, dxac(Sy 
as it is described in the voyages of niore -tt^^} a 
hundred years ago. "A le^-to, from 3d feet 
tO' 50 feet long, and from iz feet td sk> feet 
wide, was raised upon a carefully built platform 
of stones; the roof, thatxihed with cocda^nut or 
Pandanus leaves, sloped low over the open 
frcmt; and inside, for sole fumyhing, a bench 
or shelf r^n the entire length, covered with 
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tnany layers ornmts." Such wa» the nativ.o 
house at Yaitahu m 1797 ; such "was it, accord-i 
ing to Melville, in the Typee valley in 1843 j 
such was it at Anaho in 1887, when a half- 
century of semi-civilisation had added, as sole 
luxuries, an oil-lamp and a sewing-machine ! I 

J'or the Marqtesaft is conservative; be will 
acceipt new things, but be trill also preserve the 
^ old unchanged, as long, as he can. UitfortiH 
nately an alien-*^^uid not too belovedr-nile has 
succeeded, in spite of this, ia changing much j 
and the Church,, with the beiM: of motives but 
doubtful results, has changed more. 

' , Dress, 1 ' 

;The dress of the islaxiders, for instance, long 
remained linaheced ; the chiefs daughter at Val- 
tahtt, in r797,.wa!S clothed .peicisely«Si Melville 
describes Fayaway to us, in a belt or. narrow 
kirtle, and an outer cloak ofJqpa^ knotted ostsx 
one shoi^er and descending below the knees* 
The head*dvess of tropic birds' feathers, the 
ai^ets and armlets «of hmnan hair^ are described 
by many both before and since thedat^ of 
-** Typee;'' bu<[< the time, came wheathey were 
forbidden, and now; they are seen no'moret 
Today the Marquesan wcnnan is amply clothed 
in th^ fidahu^ oc sacqne, which ia becooae the 
common wear of the South Seas; and her uih 
luckier mate has taken — intermittently — to shirt 
and trousers. And even that ancient adornment 
in which they were so sldlled is taken away from 
themi and tattooing is forbiddea by the Ui\f — 
"because," it is stated, ^ of its connection with 
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oannibaHsfn." But ^at that (kprivation must 
have meant to the native can scarcdy be realised 
by a European. 

Thttootng. 

Their tattooing was held to be the finest and 
mdst artistic in Uie South Seas, and must have 
had some undoubted beauty of its own, since 
ev^n strangers and white men have acknow« 
ledged it. We read in an old volume that 
" their skin^pictures do Vastly become thdr fine 
shapes ; " and in a recent one, that they " hand-^ 
somely set off a handsome man." Even a lady 
lias told us that " the effect is really admirable, 
and suggests very finely designed open-work 
blaclc silk stockings. After seeing the women," 
slie frankly adds, *' we^ fislt very tmdolSied with 
our plain white leg$, in baditng! " It is itaid 
for us to conceive, after that coi^fession, iidiat 
utter nakedness an untattooed skin inust have 
suggested to a Marquesan ; and harder to 
imagine what the art n^ust have meant to liim 
as a vestige of his oldiest traditions, and as a 
i&ymbol of so mudi else that we do not know. 
A facetious- traveller somewhere desdib^ tattoo- 
ing as "the Polynesian's picture-gallery, fiEunily 
tree, Book of Hoars, and £sishioii-pkite rolled 
into one." > It was meant to be ^unusing; inci- 
dentally, it is :almost true. 

. \, den&at Character*. ' 

I thihk I have said enough to show that hi 
fell his main fkcts regarding the people of Typee, 
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Melville is minutely suf^rted and oonfirmed 
by many other writers. But it nmy well be 
objected that, nevartheless, our pictures do not 
agree; that I have drawn the Marquesans as 
fierce and treacherous cannibals, deepty branded 
with the practises of abortion and child-*murder, 
hopelessly vicious and immoraL Whereas Mel^ 
ville describes to us a people so gay, gentle- 
mannaied and kind, that they are almost idyllic 
as they live in his pages; so much so, indeed, 
that many believe .they could never have existed 
an)rwhere dse. And yet, strange as it may seem, 
both of these portraits ate in. the main correct, 
and neither could be complete without the 
other. 

For, to put it shortly, the Marquesans are a 
complicated race. Their cheerfulness and gaiety, 
their courtesy and naturally. good manners, were 
observed by the first voyagers who touched their 
shores, and are as often mentioned as their 
beauty of figure and face. Even those who 
most insist on their excessive cannibalism, give 
them credit for " politeness and civil address " ; 
and in one place a list of horrors is close^d with 
the words, " I found them nevertheless very gay, 
thoughtless and good-natured, with no ferocity 
apparent" And yet again: ^*to the worst 
reputation in the world, they unite very pleasing 
manners.'' I have not found any instance 
recorded of private, or so to speak amateur, 
cmelty amongst them ; the lew children allowed 
to live were always treated with extreme kind- 
ness, and m a book published very recently 
there is the aignificaot remaik, *' Marquesan girbs 
are immoral^ but never immodest." Mrs. M. J 
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Stevenson teHs ud that when she visited tl^ 
island in 1887^ the women ''were perfecdy 
behaved and kdylike;" and adds of thetn, in 
general, ''so far as kindness and courtesy to 
each od&er are concerned) they are more Christ- 
lik^ than many professing Christians." And, 
lastly, R. Im S. hnnself) who certainly was not 
blind to the facts of their history and habits, 
nevertheless declares that "the Marqnesan 
stands apart, annoying and attractive, {^oud, 
wild^ shy, and refinecL'' After this it is not 
difficult to allow that there is some truth in 
Melville's picture, and that he did not wholly 
jest in describing them-^for cannibals — as the 
" most humane, gentlemanly and amiable set of 
epicures," in the- Pacifia 

A Dying Race* 

That is what they have been. As to the 
future, the day draws near when there will be 
no Marquesans left in the Marquesas, and this 
race, like so many another, will have vanished 
into the past. It is no lOhger a question of 
fitting a tnbe to the capacity of its \^ley, or of 
hmiting d^e people to the growth of food ; 
where a few years a^ « we could say ** the 
population is diminiahing,'* we must now put it 
'^ the race is dying out.'^ For many years past 
French colonieati<!>n has practically ceased. 
There are no indii^tries; the few that were 
eVen attempted— thou^ in no case by the 
Ftench^ failed from coinfflete lack of hibour. 
The natuml gaiety of U»e people, and th6 greater 
nuniber of their old customs, have beai forbidden 
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and condemned by law; and as to what they 
have actually jgained; even the priests who have 
lived ito6rtgst iJifeih are ntoethctn doubtful. 
It is useless to discuss the causes of so rapid 
and undeniable n d/scay. ,. Anaho, which wa^ a 
populous village some twenty years ago, is now 
a desert; in the valley of Hapaa, of. five hun- 
dred inhabitants, a single case of introduced 
disease left in six months not one. Tai-o-hacj, 
the port of entry, is said to have had in 1840 the 
almost incredible population of 18,000 ; in 1887, 
though sadly decayed, it stijl possessed a white 
colony, a " club," and some trade and traders. 
Thirteen years later it contained ninety inhabi- 
tants all told. And Typee, tHe valley of Mel- 
ville's romantic captivity, is altogether deserted. 
Truly, according to their, own proverb, so it 
has come to pass : " the coral waxes, the faint 
grows, but man departs r^ 

M. C. BALFOUR. 
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